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May 22, 2025 

NOTICE OF REVISION OF PROPOSED RULES AND FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

AGENCY: Seminole Water Commission 

DEPARTMENT: Environmental Resources Department  

RULES UNDER REVIEW: 

• Tribal Water Code Subtitle B—Water Quality Code

• Seminole Water Commission Rules, Part 12 of Chapter B

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 

• May 27, 2025

DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION AVAILABLE BY: 

• May 22, 2025

RE: Update to proposed rule changes for the  

2025 Triennial Review of Seminole Tribe of Florida Water Quality Standards 

UPDATES TO PROPOSED RULES: 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Environmental Resources Department (ERD) is conducting the 2025 Triennial Review 

of its water quality standards for Brighton and Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservations pursuant to 40 C.F.R. Section 

131.20 and Section 15.4 of the Tribal Water Code of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. On April 9, 2025, ERD published 

a notice for the second public hearing of the 2025 Triennial Review at which ERD will present proposed changes to 

the Seminole Tribe’s water quality standards because of ERD’s review of the standards and the public concerns. 

Among the proposed changes included in the notice were the adoption of numeric interpretations of the current 

narrative nutrient criteria for certain waters in Big Cypress and Brighton Reservations. ERD has determined that 

additional work is needed to ensure that the numeric nutrient criteria it proposes will protect the uses in accordance 

with the requirements of the Federal Clean Water Act and the Tribal Water Code. Therefore, ERD will no longer 

propose numeric nutrient criteria at the May 27th hearing and will focus the discussion on the recommended Human 

Health Criteria. No other changes to the proposed rules that ERD previously notified are being made. Amended 

hearing materials that reflect this change are available at the following link: Seminole Tribe of Florida 2025 Triennial 

Review Proposed Rule Info Packet. Please provide written comments for consideration by the Seminole Water 

Commission to Whitney Sapienza, Director, ERD, at SeminoleWaterQuality@semtribe.com. Written public 

comments will be accepted for 15 days after the public hearing, through June 11, 2025.  
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Additionally, please be advised the in-person meeting location has also been updated to the Big Cypress Reservation 

Public Safety Complex’s Multi-Purpose Training Room located at: 

30290 Josie Billie Highway  

Clewiston, FL 33440 

Sincerely, 

Whitney Sapienza, Director 

Environmental Resources Department Seminole Tribe of Florida 

c: Jim Shore, General Counsel 

Tina Osceola, Executive Director of Operations 

Paul Backhouse, Senior Director, Environmental Protection Office 


