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Submitted by Wanda Bowers
HOLLYWOOD — The

Seminole Princess Committee is prepar-
ing for the upcoming Seminole Tribe
Princess Pageant, which will be held from
Wednesday, August 6, through Saturday,
August 9th when we crown the new 2003
- 2004 Miss. Florida Seminole and Jr.
Miss. Florida Seminole.

If you wish to be a contestant,
please pick up your application from any
of the Princess Committee Members,
community volunteers, or at your Tribal
Office.  You may just want to clip this one
out!

The deadline to get your appli-
cation into a committee member is July
25.

Your Princess Committee
Members are: Hollywood Reservation:
Wanda F. Bowers (1968-69), Priscilla D.
Sayen (1964), Connie Gowen (1957),
Lawanna Niles (1960), and Community
Volunteer Christine Nevaquaya

Big Cypress Reservation: Mary
Jean Coppedge (1973&74), Desiree
Jumper (2000),
Alice Billie (1997), Community Volunteer
Jeanette B. Cypress, and Danielle Jumper-
Frye.
Brighton Reservation: Salina Dorgan
(1988) and Suraiya Youngblood (1999).

For more information, please call
Wanda Bowers at (954) 966-6300
ext.1468 or cell phone at 954) 444-9827.

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — On June 13,

the Board of Directors reviewed programs
and enterprises by the Seminole Tribe of
Florida.  This was the first Board meeting
held under the direction
of President Moses B.
Osceola.
Among the many reso-
lutions discussed was
the approval of increas-
ing the short-term loan
amount for tribal mem-
bers.  Currently, tribal
members can apply for
a maximum short-term
loan of $3,000.00.  As
of June 13, tribal mem-
bers can now apply for
up to $5,000.00. 

There was a
concern about the
Brighton Reservation
Trading Post
Campgrounds.  The
occupancy rates are not
at or near capacity,
Osceola believes adding fuel sales at the
campgrounds will help revitalize the busi-
ness.  

The Seminole Tribe approved a
resolution to continue negotiating with

Quality Gaming, a company that currently
supplies gaming materials to the Seminole
casinos.

The citrus and sugarcane pro-
grams offered encouraging reports.  

Timmy Johns,
Head of Sugarcane
Enterprises for the
Tribe, sold the entire
crop this year and is in
negotiations with a
candy company in
Chicago.  
After the meeting, I
asked Moses what it
was like presiding over
his first board meeting.
“It was different.  For
years, I’ve watched
these meetings from the
audience point of view.
As President, it’s going
to be a learning experi-
ence for me.  I look
forward to it.”

The next
scheduled board meet-

ing will be held on August 8. 
For more information on short-term loans,
please contact Bob Maza, Director of the
Credit / Finance Department at (954) 966-
6300 ext. 1315.

Submitted by Cindy Corriher,
Education Advisor

HOLLYWOOD — Mia Sapp, a
delightful, intelligent 11th grader, is a per-
fect example of what a high school stu-
dent should be.  Mia
has excelled at her
school, Hollywood
Christian, which she
has attended for the
past ten years and
will be graduating in
2004.  

Mia’s list of
accomplishments dur-
ing her high school
years includes being
on the Honor Roll
every year and serv-
ing as class Treasurer
from 9-11th grade.
Next year, as a senior,
she will serve as
Secretary for the class
of 2004.  

Serving as
class Treasurer has
given her experience
in fund-raising and
money management.
She was instrumental in raising $9,000 for
the Junior/Senior Banquet.  She participat-
ed in car washes, bake sales, and candy
sales, in order to raise money for her
class.  

Mia enjoys school and her
favorite classes are History and English.
She has always enjoyed history and learn-
ing about the past.  Her favorite part of
English class is reading Shakespeare,

especially “Much
Ado about Nothing.”  

Mia keeps
her grades up by
attending school on
time and having very
few absences per
year.  

Her advice
to incoming high
school students is,
“Start off strong.  Get
your work done on
time and don’t leave
things to the last
minute.  If it’s not an
emergency, don’t
miss school.  It’s eas-
ier to be in class than
trying to do the work
at home alone.” Good
advice for students of
all ages.  It’s worked
well for her and it
shows.  

After graduation next year, Mia
plans to attend college immediately.  So
far, her choices are Johnson and Wales for
culinary arts, Lynn University for massage
therapy, or Vanderbilt College for sports

therapy.  
The junior year of high school is

the time to start checking out colleges,
taking SAT’s, and applying at different
schools.  Mia is right on track with her
education.

Taking advantage of the field
trips provided by the Tribe is a good way
to enrich your understanding of the world
around us.  Mia attended the Close-Up
trip to Washington D.C. last year and
enjoyed it tremendously.  She especially
enjoyed meeting students from other
tribes.  It made her appreciate all the serv-
ices the Seminole Tribe provides for its
members.  

Mia learned that not all Native
American tribes have the advantages that
she has being a Seminole.  She learned
from her experience that staying in school
is one of the best things you can do for
yourself.  

She says that maybe some day
there might not be any more dividends
and an education is what you will have to
fall back on and that it takes an education
to be able to do anything in life.  Wise
words for other students to follow.  

Mia does beading in her spare
time and likes to visit her grandmother
and help her make dolls and necklaces.
Her close-knit family is very supportive
of her education. Together, they preserve
the culture of the Seminoles.

Mia Sapp

Board Meeting Discusses Tribal
Programs and Enterprises
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By Alexandra Frank
HOLLYWOOD —Billy

Nelson is an aspiring motor cross rider,
a sport that is highly competitive,
exciting, but occasionally hazardous.
Billy is the son of tribal citizen
Theodore (Ted) Nelson of the
Hollywood Reservation.

Billy, who lives in Ocala,
Florida, first got started on an ATV,
which he unfortunately crashed. He
wanted to learn how to ride an ATV
correctly, but eventually got into motor
cross racing.  

Billy, now 15, was 12 years
old when he first got started in motor
cross.  The average age to enter in
motor cross is around 6 years old.
Billy is a member of the American
Motor Cross Association (AMA), a
sanctioned institute.  He started racing
with AMA in 2000.

Professional motor cross rac-
ers are in either the 225 or 250 Class.
Billy rides in the 250 Class and has
garnered numerous trophies.  Billy is
currently looking for sponsorship.  

There are a few rules Billy
must follow.  One important rule is to
keep up his grades, which shouldn’t be
a problem; he’s an A, B student!
Another rule is keeping himself in
shape.  Billy runs three miles a day,
which helps to keep him focused and
able to endure the strenuous ride on a
motor cross bike.

Due to a lack of competition
locally, Billy hits the road, riding at
events in Georgia and elsewhere. Billy
recently qualified to ride in the
Regionals that will be held in New
Orleans.

By Michael Kelly
TAMPA — On June 17, hun-

dreds of people lined up to witness the
grand opening of the Hard Rock Casino
in Tampa.  To say it was a success
would be an understatement.  According
to Hollywood Council Representative
Max Osceola Jr., “The Seminole Tribe
made over one million dollars and we

had to actually turn people away on
opening day.”  And to think this is only
Phase One!

Chairman Mitchell Cypress,
Big Cypress Board Representative Paul
Bowers Sr., Brighton Representative
Roger Smith, and Brighton Board
Representative Johnny Jones, participat-
ed in the ribbon cutting ceremony, thus

ushering in a new era of casino gam-
bling for the Seminole Tribe.  

Located on the Tampa reserva-
tion at 5223 North Orient Road, the new
casino will soon be joined by the Hard
Rock Hotel, which is slated for comple-
tion by spring 2004. Right now, about
half of the 90,000 square foot casino is

RIBBON CUTTING: (L-R) Brighton Board Representative Johnny Jones, Big Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers
Sr., Brighton Council Representative Roger Smith, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Seminole Princess Racheal Billie.

Michael Kelly

Seminole Hard Rock Casino
Opening a Huge Success

See HARD ROCK, page 5

See NELSON, page 5

President Moses Osceola

By Alexandra Frank
GREEN BAY, WI — On June

18-21, the Native American Journalism
Association (NAJA) held their 19th
Annual convention entitled “Truth in
Metaphor” at the Oneida Radisson Hotel
& Conference Center.

The NAJA convention is a gath-
ering of Native and non-Native individu-
als involved in print, radio, and broadcast
journalism. Participants are given updated
tools of the trade during the event, which
included various sessions, banquets, an
auction, and a poetry slam.

Eight categories were awarded in
print, radio and television. There were
100 winners at this year’s convention.

The Seminole Tribune is proud
to announce they are the recipients of two
2nd Place awards, one for "General
Excellence" and the other for "Best
Internet News Site." The third award gar-
nered is for Honorable Mention "Best
News Writing - Twice a Month."

These awards acknowledge that
the Seminole Tribune is one of the best
Native American newspapers in the US
and Canada.

By Paula Cassels
GREEN BAY, WI — The 19th

Annual NAJA (Native American
Journalist Association) Convention served
as an empowerment to Native American
Journalist, with programs and super ses-
sions of student news projects.

The NAJA conference featured
fellowship events as well, like the "The
Silent Auction", Bay Beach Bar-B-Q, and
poetry contests. 

NAJA was full of excellent jour-

nalism seminars and a Career Fair, but on
Saturday June 21, the native journalists
and native broadcast bands had a chance
to relax and enjoy some Wisconsin air at
the Bay Beach Bar B-Q.

The barbeque picnic lunch was
served in a large pavilion site that viewed
the surrounding carnival rides.
Hamburgers, chicken, hot dogs and corn
on the cob dipped in melted butter, com-

Tribune Wins Three NAJA Awards

Reporter Paula Cassels and Alexandra Frank 

Billy Nelson Motor Cross Enthusiast

AIR BORN: Billy Nelson

Mia Sapp –  Student Role Model
NAJA Convention

See NAJA, page 5



On Jan. 9, 2002, Tribal member Jim Shore was shot
while resting on a sofa inside his home at 3800 N. 45th Ave. in
Hollywood.

Investigation revealed that someone had shot
him from outside the house and directed the shots
through a sliding glass door at the rear of the house.
Shore had been shot several times and was trans-
ported to Regional Memorial Hospital in
Hollywood.

Shore reported that he had not heard
anything prior to the shooting but a witness
reported seeing a van drive away from the
general vicinity immediately after the shoot-
ing.

The Seminole Police Department,
Hollywood Police Department and the
Broward Sheriff’s Office currently are all
cooperating in the investigation.

Presently, no one has been charged
yet, but everyone involved in the investiga-
tion has stated the same thing:

This investigation will not go
away; it is here for the duration. Whoever
was involved will be caught and brought to
justice.

Many believe that the incident was sparked

by the political turmoil that was going on at the time. Now
that the elections are over, those who may have been

reluctant to provide information must now come for-
ward to put this one unresolved issue behind us.

Here’s how you can help. The Tribune will run
a Crime Stoppers ad every other issue which will
have the phone number, (954) 493-TIPS.

There is a $100,000 reward for information
leading to the arrest of the suspect(s). 

Crime Stoppers is completely anony-
mous. Those who call in receive a number.
The caller(s) whose information leads to an
arrest is given a date, time, and address of a
local bank.
The bank will match the number and disburse

the reward. No identification is asked for.
You can also contact Detective Julio Gonzalez

of the Hollywood Police Department at (954)
967-4412.

If you feel more comfortable talking to the
Seminole Police Department Officer on your reser-

vation, please do so, all are willing to accept any
tips and leads.

If you have any information, please contact
any of the above. 

The Seminole Tribune
is a member of the Native American

Journalists Association, the Florida Press
Club and the Associated Press. Letters/e-
mails to the Editor must be signed and

may be edited for publication.
Subscription rate is $30 per year by mail.

Make checks payable to The Seminole
Tribune, 6300 Stirling Rd., Hollywood,
FL 33024. Phone: (954) 967-3416. Fax:

(954) 967-3482.
Or subscribe on the Internet at 

www.seminoletribe.com
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I
am writing this article that I hope will
be put into the Seminole Tribune for
others to read. Let me introduce

myself. I am Karen Bishop from Brighton.
I am the daughter of Leta Micco from
Brighton, and Wayne Bishop from
Okeechobee. I have an older sister Lydia
Bishop with two boys of her own Josiah
and Isaiah, a twin sister, Sharon, and a
younger brother Wesley Bishop. Today I
would like to tell you a little about myself
and my accomplishments and my plans
for my future.

Most of the Brighton residents
know me as one to be in and out of trou-
ble as well as pro-
grams. Well, again I
am sitting in a pro-
gram right now until
November when I turn
18. I am currently at
the Mel Blount Youth
Home located in
Vidalia, Georgia. I
have been here about
8 months. Before I
came here I was at a
rehab in Fort Myers
where I stayed for 2
months and studied
and received my GED.

Once I came
to the youth home I
thought I was just
going to reunite with
my twin sister Sharon,
who is also in the
process of getting her
GED. Boy, was I wrong. Ms. Jackson and
Mr. Blount who direct the youth home
came at me with college. I had no inten-
tions to go back to school, get a GED,
and most defiantly not college. I started
college at Southeastern Technical College
in Vidalia Georgia with Dustin Osceola
from Hollywood, January 7, 2003. We
were given the opportunity to graduate
for earning our diplomas and walked with
the graduates from college on April 3,
2003. I have completed two quarters
while being here so far majoring in com-
puters as a Micro-Specialist.

I plan to start at Georgia
Southern University for the fall semester
in August 2003. I will then change my
major from computers to law to become a
lawyer by the age of 28 the oldest, and try
and double major to business so I can
open up a program/facility for the
Seminoles. I am 17 years of age and have

gotten half way through one year of col-
lege. I am proud of myself for turning
around while I was able.

Although I turn 18 in November,
I will not be residing back in Florida. I
plan to live in Statesboro, Georgia until I
am completely threw with college and can
go back home and present to you a
lawyer. I might consider transferring to
different Universities but not for at least a
year or two. I understand it’s going to be
hard to be away from my family and
friends to be up here on my own in a com-
pletely different state. I will visit on my
breaks. It may take several years but I am

ready for this!
I read the trib-

une when someone
remembers to send us
one. There are 8 tribal
members up here and
we are all doing very
well. I read in last
month’s tribune a
poem that Markell
Billie wrote. I know
him as Eli, but I was
only around him a few
days as he stayed in
Brighton New Years of
2000. He inspired me
in the poem he wrote
for his father. I also
write poetry and I
encourage him to keep
doing so. Another per-
son who walked me
through my toughest

journeys and gave me advice was George
Osceola. I lost contact with him and I
regret it so much. I ask that someone send
him this article and let him know if it
weren’t for them lectures and inspiring
words he would tell me I would not be
where I am now with a clean mind and a
successful future ahead of me. I can’t
stress enough to everyone how it feels to
know your doing something with your life
and going to be good at it when it’s over. I
know there are still battles coming but I’m
ready to take them on. I hope to attend
some of the conventions and other meet-
ings to talk with the youth and give
advice. It’s never too late to change!!!! I
would appreciate if someone would like to
write. I would love to hear from you.

— Karen Bishop
582 Mel Blount Rd.
Vidalia, GA  30474

A Letter of Inspiration

One Unresolved Issue

*Dr. Dean Chavers 
I had the misfortune of fighting in the wrong war.

World War II was a popular war, but Korea was not popular.
People volunteered in droves for WW II, but had to be drafted
before going to fight in Korea.

The first Gulf War under George Bush I was an unpop-
ular war.  Few of those veterans got thanked when they came
home. The last Gulf War under George Bush II was a popular
war. The media would have you think Private Jessica Lynch was
a great hero. I think she just made a wrong turn.

Many of us, who fought in Vietnam, at least in the first
five years, were volunteers. We got shot at, and some of us got
killed. When we got home, nobody thanked us. In fact, if we got
anything, it was some hippie spitting on us, which I saw happen
in Oakland and Berkeley in the late 1960s.

I did not volunteer to fight a war when I went in the Air
Force in 1963.  I just wanted to fly airplanes. I had wanted fly
ever since I read a brochure in the tenth grade in my high school
library. Miss Ruby Dial, one of my heroes, was the librarian, and
I loved going into her library. That brochure stuck in my head.

Six years later, after I finished high school, worked for
a year, and went to college for two years, my luck ran out. I was
1-A for the draft (for you young folk, that means you are going
to go), I could not get a job, and I was 22 years old.

My choices were to wait for the draft and be a dogface
(for you young folk, that means a foot soldier, an infantryman),
or join the Air Force or Navy and fly airplanes.

My brother-in-law Jack Sublett, who was in the Navy
(bless his misinformed heart), told me the Air Force would be
better than the Navy.

He was dead wrong, or course, for which I am eternally
grateful. If he had told me to go into the Navy, I would have got-
ten a much better deal, would probably have loved it and stayed
in, and would probably be dead now. I'm still alive, which is
why I'm still grateful to Jack.

I went to Vietnam by way of Guam, Okinawa, and
Thailand for four tours in 1966-68. I was on my way for a fifth
tour when I got out. If I had stayed in the Air Force, there is a
distinct possibility that I would be dead.

The reason is that after I got out in 1968, the Air Force
started flying my planes into the Hanoi Haiphong corridor, the
most heavily defended piece of real estate in the history of the
world. Some of my friends got shot down and killed during the
period 1968-1975. That is a long period, the same length of time
as all of WW II.

I had some scary experiences during my flying days.
One of the first happened over the swamps of Louisiana while
training. One of my fellow cadets looked out at the right engine
of our two-engine C54 trainer and saw oil leaking. He called the
pilot on the intercom and told him.  The pilot immediately feath-
ered the engine.

He also told all of us cadets to assume the crash posi-
tion. We strapped ourselves into the seats and rested our heads
on our parachutes as we had been taught.

I was next to the left engine. It suddenly started shoot-
ing flames four or five feet long. I scrambled as fast as I could to
get to my intercom button to inform the pilot that our only
engine was shooting out fire. He calmly said "Roger, I'll lean it a

little." The flames stopped, and I started breathing again.
But as I looked out at the huge cypress trees on the

flight path to Barksdale AFB, where we were headed, I swear I
could see alligators about thirty feet long just waiting for us to
crash. Nobody has yet thanked me for not soiling my flight suit.

On my first tour, we flew the first mission of B-52s into
North Vietnam on Easter Sunday, 1966. We were bombing Mu
Gia Pass on the North Vietnam/Cambodian border for the first
time. We hit it many times later, trying to stop the NVN penetra-
tion of the South.

We had been told that 105 millimeter guns could shoot
us down, and that the North might send some dreaded MIG
fighters against us. We dropped our bombs and headed south
about three o'clock in the morning, making a left turn of 180
degrees.

Let me tell you, if you have a fighter on your tail over
enemy territory, no one will remember you are not supposed to
defend yourself. How's that for thanks, being threatened with a
court martial for defending yourself?  Our two-star general, who
initiated the court martial, was a little bit tetched. 

Nobody thanked me for this mission when I got back,
either. In fact, no one even asked about it. No one has ever asked
me "What did you do in the war, Daddy."  Another time we were
going to the DMZ for the first time to help the Marines at An
Khe. The North Vietnamese were pounding them pretty hard,
with everything they could shoot at them. We were trying to get
the NVN to back off a little.

As we made our run, shortly after bombs away, the
EWO said "What was that?"
"What did it look like?" the pilot asked.  "It looked like a tele-
phone pole going by our right wing," the EW answered.  We
learned later that the NVN had shot 12 SAM-2 missiles at us that
day. 

They had not turned on their guidance radar, because
we had electronic detectors on board the aircraft that would let
us know when a SAM was headed our way.  Those things are
about 50 feet long. If you get hit with one, your whole airplane
becomes one huge bomb, with 300,000 pounds of jet fuel as the
powder. You would die instantly.  We were lucky.

None of the 12 SAMs hit us. It was the fact that they
did not use their guidance signals, combined with the fact that
we were constantly making small turns all the way down the
bomb run to get exactly on target that saved us. Some of the
SAMs came within a few feet of the planes.  

Nobody thanked me for getting shot at by a SAM,
either, or for the time we got shot at by ground fire on a low
level mission, or the winter time we spent freezing in the Nevada
mountains, or the 138 missions I flew in Vietnam, or the many
other times we could have been killed.  

Somehow the hoopla over this little piss ant war with
Iraq seems out of place. Everybody argued about Vietnam. Was
it right or wrong? Somebody ought to start arguing about this
one.

Dr. Dean Chavers is the Director of Catching the Dream, a
national scholarship and school improvement program in
Albuquerque. His address is CTD4DeanChavers@ aol.com.

Nobody Thanked Me
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Editor,
Can I make a reservation for

camping in an RV for Feb 2 and 3, 2004
for two nights? Thank you.  

Lois Zebelman
zebelman@rochester.rr.com

Dear Lois:
Thank you for your interest in

staying at the Big Cypress Campground
early next year. If you would please call
Sheila Barry, the Campground Manager,
at 1(800) 437 - 4102 I sure she would be
happy to make the reservation for you.

Have a safe trip - we look for-
ward to your visit!

Lucy Evanicki
Marketing Director 

Editor,
Wow you don’t know how cool

my field trip was my name is Elysse and
I’m 11 years old. I’m in fourth grade and I
went on the swamp buggy and museum I

saw stuff I would never imagine!! 
I mean like alligators, snakes and

even up to panthers! I loved the ride in
the charter buses that you sent just for us!
and the canoes that were carved out of
trees! I even learned about sabal palm I
didn’t really like the taste of that. Well,
thanx for the visit, bye bye! :) 

Elysse
SweetAngel19625@netscape.ne

Dear Tom Gallaher,
Thank you for the pins. They

were very helpful for my project. My
project was on OSCEOLA. He was a
great defender for his people (which were
the Seminole Indians). Thank you!

Your new friend,
Kaela Chancey

Dear Betty Mae Tiger Jumper,
I just read your book, A

Seminole Legend. I do admire and respect
your contributions to the Seminoles as

well as our community at large.
We were co-workers for several

years for I was a visiting teacher from
1961 until retirement in 1992 working out
of the Student Welfare and Attendance
Department. I remember seeing you going
into Mary Smith’s (later Mary Tolbert)
office, but do not think we were ever
introduced.

Before that, I taught social stud-
ies at Driftwood Junior High School.
There was a student whom I remember
well, Clyde Tiger. He was very quiet, but
I always felt his presence. Once he gave
me a wonderful carved Indian Head. He
said his father did it for me. Was his
father your brother? It is on a shelf behind
glass doors for I treasure it.

When you see Clyde, please give
him my regards. I wish him many bless-
ings as I also wish for you.

Sincerely,
Betty Strother Hill
bettyhill@aol.com

OOTTTTEERR



By Marlin J. Billie
On May 15, The Seminole Tribe

of Florida, Inc. served host to many area
ranchers, growers and the emergency
response teams that surround the Big
Cypress area. Richard Bowers, Big
Cypress Cattle Foremen and overseer of
the event, welcomed everyone who
attended the Junior Cypress Entertainment
and Rodeo Center. 

The Honorable Charles H.
Bronson, Commissioner of the
Florida Department of
Agricultural and Consumer
Services, was the special
guest speaker.

The Seminole
Tribe of Florida's
Emergency Services
Department (STESD)
has the responsibil-
ity for the protec-
tion of the
Tribal agricul-
tural
resources. In
the event of a
widespread
FAD outbreak
on Tribal prop-
erty, the STESD
will totally engage
in strategic animal
health response functions
(detection, control, and eradication) and
will need support from other Tribal
departments and their resources in carry-
ing out traditional emergency manage-
ment/logistical response functions. 

This plan sets forth how the
interdependent animal health and emer-
gency management response functions
will be coordinated to ensure an orderly,
immediate, and unified response to all
aspects of the FAD outbreak.

The Seminole Tribe's highest pri-
ority is to prevent the introduction of FAD
onto Tribal properties through a number
of proactive measures.  FAD is a severe,
highly communicable viral disease of cat-

tle and swine.  It also affects sheep, goats,
deer, and other cloven-hoofed animals. 

Should there be an outbreak,
STESD will launch a significant effort to
eradicate the disease as quickly as possi-
ble, through a variety of means such as:
quarantine, depopulation, movement con-
trol, strategic vaccination, preemptive
slaughter, etc.

The overall goal is to detect,
control, and remove FAD as quickly as

possible and return Tribal proper-
ties to FAD  free status. While

the disease is widespread
around the world, North
America, Central
America, Australia, New
Zealand, Chile, and some
countries in Europe are

considered free of
FAD.  

In
responding to a
widespread
outbreak of
FAD, or simi-
larly signifi-
cant disease,

STESD will
request support,

depending on the
scope of the situa-

tion. The Florida State
Emergency Management Agency coordi-
nates logistic response functions with
other county agencies and counties where
FAD exists.

The Seminole Tribe of Florida,
Inc. coordinated this important seminar
and should receive praise for bringing
everyone together that could be affected
by this type of disease, or any type of ani-
mal endangerment. 

On hand for the Seminole Tribe
were Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Moses
Osceola, President of the Board of
Directors, and Paul Bowers, Sr., Big
Cypress Board of Directors
Representative.
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Community News �

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — On Thursday June 19, a Father’s

Day dinner was held at the Hollywood gym.  Over a hundred
people braved the rain and enjoyed lots of great food, home-
made cakes, and music by Paul Buster and his band.  

Hollywood Representative Max Osceola Jr. and
Hollywood Board Representative spoke about the importance of
being a good father and that “We’re role models for our chil-
dren.”

President Moses B. Osceola, reminiscing on how ‘our’

parents and grandparents raised us decades ago said, “They were
good teachers and role models, even though they had to rough it
out there in the everglades.  We should all be thankful of the sac-
rifices they made for us.”

The dinner had been postponed because of commit-
ments made to the Seminole Hard Rock Casino opening in
Tampa. Max noted that the opening went extremely well.  

“The Tribe made over a million dollars and had to turn
people away at the opening.  We’re off to a great start!”

A Happy Fathers Day to ALL!

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — Jimmy

“Jimbo” Osceola is the Owner / Head
Chef of Café 441, located at the corner
of State Road 7 and Stirling Road in
Hollywood.  Jimmy brings an eclectic
feel to both his new restaurant and
menu. If you’ve had it with mundane
chain restaurant food, overly perky
“servers”, generic nostalgia items hang-
ing from faux wood walls, you’ll dig
Cafe 441.  

Chef Jimmy Osceola creates a
menu of distinctive yet unpretentious
dishes. Once a gas station, you’ll fill up
on generous portions like the monstrous
grilled chicken Caesar salad.  You’ll
find soups, salads, hot and cold sand-
wiches, and a
variety of chef
specials. 

As a
connoisseur of
fine cheeseburg-
ers, I highly rec-
ommend
Jimmy’s ½
pound grilled
cheeseburger.
And unlike some
restaurants that
believe their
food needs to be
“peppered” to
death, Jimmy
gently “kicks it
up a notch” with
savory spices
and flavors.
Café 441 can
also prepare
dishes to fit a patron’s dietary needs. 

Jimmy currently attends
Johnson & Wales University in North
Miami, studying at the College of
Culinary Arts.  His plans this summer
include traveling to Croatia and study-
ing with professional chefs.
Experienced Johnson & Wales culinary
students will run the kitchen in his
absence.

“I’m going to study in Croatia
for three months. I’ve been there before
and absolutely loved it. I actually had to
interview for the job and will earn
school credit.   It won’t be a vacation,
but it will be a fun working environ-
ment.” 

The main goal for Jimmy is to
learn the art of preparing seafood.  “The
way food is prepared there is very

healthy.  When I visited there before, I
ate extremely well, but lost weight.
Preparing good food the right way will
do that.”

With the assistance from
Seminole Broadcasting, Jimmy video-
taped instructional cooking classes at
his restaurant.  “Our first show was a
breakfast nutrition program.  Later, the
children and I made a Creole sauce
topped with crayfish. The kids have
been totally enthusiastic.  They really
want to learn not just the cooking
aspect, but also the preparation of the
food.” 

Jimmy is no stranger to teach-
ing the art of cooking before an audi-
ence. “Part of the reason I taught

healthy eating
classes in the
past is my son is
diabetic.  I want
to help him and
other tribal
members.
Giving some-
thing back to the
community
means a lot to
me.”

So why
did Jimmy want
to open a restau-
rant?  “When I
was a kid, I
would go hunt-
ing with my dad
in Big Cypress.
We would come
back home and
prep the food

from start to finish and I would help my
grandma cook.  I’ve always associated
food with family gatherings.  People
were always smiling and enjoying
themselves.  I love to cook and want to
bring that atmosphere to my restaurant. 

There is an art to creating good
food. Café 441 starts with a blank can-
vas, making fresh, homemade dishes.
Those chain restaurants simply cook by
numbers. 

Café 441 is located at 5980
State Road 7, between 441 and Stirling
Road.  For restaurant hours and spe-
cials, please call (954) 583-7040. 

For information on Jimmy’s
cooking program, please contact
Seminole Broadcasting at (954) 967-
3417.

Tree-Identification Guide
Book “What Tree is That?,” a pocket
guide for identifying trees, is avail-
able from The National Arbor Day
Foundation.

The 72-page guide will help
you identify 135 different trees
found in the eastern and central U.S.

To obtain your tree guide,
send your name, address and $3 to
“What Tree is That?,” The National
Arbor Day Foundation, Nebraska
City, NE  68410.  Or go online to
arborday.org.

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — On June 5, the Department of

Education and Health Department hosted their first Career and
Health Fair at the Hollywood gym. 

The event, titled “Exploring your Future – A Family
Event,” offered students and perspective students an opportunity
to chat with educators. Louise Gopher, Assistant Director of
Education, welcomed family and guests to the event.

The Career Fair brought over 30 rep-
resentatives from universities, colleges, tech-
nical schools, the Seminole Tribe Health
Department, Higher Education, the U.S.
Military, 4-H, and more. 

Louise Gopher, Assistant Director of
Education, said “The career Fair is aimed at
the whole community.  No matter who you
are, it’s never too late to think about school.”
Two guest speakers, Summer Tiger and Corey
Billie, spoke about the importance of educa-
tion and the financial support the Seminole
Tribe provides.  

Corey Billie, a student at Full Sail
Real World Education in Orlando, said, “It
would be impossible to attend a school like
this without the help of the Seminole Tribe.
They’re committed to education. 

Corey spoke with excitement about
school and his interest in web design and lay-
out. It’s so important as a student to get
“hands on” experience. I really enjoy working
with Photo Shop. It let’s me be creative.”  

Summer Tiger, who will be a senior
this fall at the University of Miami, is study-
ing Neuroscience with a minor in Chemistry.
After graduating, she wants to venture into
Law.

“The Seminole Tribe has been
extremely supportive. All the opportunities are
here for you to succeed,” said Summer. 

Suzanne Davis, Allied Health Manager, was encouraged
by the interest students had in the Health Department. She said,
“The children are asking lots of good questions. I’m glad we
invited physicians, dentists, nutritionists, and more. We’re look-
ing to get more tribal members interested in the medical profes-
sion.” 

A fun and educational challenge was given to all stu-
dents who attended the Career Fair. Each student received a
checklist, which was used to ask questions at each display. 

After completing and returning them to the event organizers, stu-
dents earned one raffle ticket, with the opportunity to win door
prizes and gift certificates. 

5th grader Jessica Osceola won the top prize, a lap top
computer. According to Jessica’s mom, “All my kids are enjoy-
ing the brand new computer.”

Seminole Tribe President Moses Osceola, who presided
over the raffle, asked the crowd how many students would be

graduating in 2003. Osceola spoke about the importance to all
students, young and old, that school is the key to a successful
future. 

“It’s never too early to think about your educational
future.”  He encouraged everyone to visit each booth and ask lots
of questions.

After students got their fill of educational materials, a
succulent barbecue dinner awaited all.  Remember, you can’t
learn on an empty stomach!

On Memorial Day, the "Women in Military Service for
America Memorial” was the site for an Honoring and Blessing
Ceremony for Specialist Lori Piestewa. Many Tribal Veteran
groups were invited to participate in this ceremony for the family
of Specialist Piestewa.

While many of the Seminole Tribal members were play-
ing golf or playing pool at many of the Tribal Council sponsored

events, Charles Hiers Billie, Clyde Tiger and Stephen Bowers
traveled early Memorial Day morning to Washington, D.C. for
this historic event. 

While this writer did not even know that a Memorial for
Women in Military Service for America existed, we traveled to

help other tribal veteran groups honor this
heroic Hopi woman.

The event was very solemn, as it
should be when honoring a soldier killed in
action. It began with a traditional smudging
by the Ogitchedaw Warrior Society of the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. A very offi-
cial Honor Guard Procession & Posting of
the Colors with Processional & Flag Songs
followed. Vietnam Era Veterans Association
of the Washington area, Northwest Indian
Veterans Association, Ogitchedaw Warrior
Society of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe, and the Cedartree Singers all paricipat-
ed in this ceremony. BrigGen Wilma L.
Vaught, USAF (ret.) President, Women's
Memorial Foundation provided a welcome.

When we arrived at Dulles Airport, I
noticed it had just got through raining. the
tarmac was still wet. As we drove into the
D.C. area heading for the Arlington Cemetery
the rain wasn't just at the airport it had rained
at the cemetery also. 

The Women's Memorial is adjacent to
the cemetery as I spoke with some of the
other Veteran groups I found out that Hopi
people have a belief that when one is
deceased they come back home; they visit the
family, their community, through the mois-
ture. Although Washington was not her com-

munity it was an honor to have been a part, a small part, but a
part of this solemn and historic ceremony.

Hollywood Career and Health Fair

Joel Frank Sr., Amos Frank, Truman Bowers, Hollywood Council Rep. Max Osceola, Hollywood Board Rep. David DeHass.
Michael Kelly

Hollywood Father’s Day Dinner

Katherine Jumper talks to Officers John Barber and Mike Sherman about law
enforcement.

Michael Kelly

Seminole Veterans Visit Women in
Military Service for America Memorial

The family of Lori Piestewa gathered as the heroic Hopi veteran was honored.
Stephen Bowers

Jimbo’s Café 441- A Hip and Cool
Alternative to Chain Restaurants

What Kind of
Tree is That?

Foreign Animal Disease &
Bio-terrorism Seminar
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Seminole Police Department Crime Statistics

Classification of

Offenses

Total

Number of

Offenses
Arrest Exception Firearm

Knife/

Cutting Inst.

Other

Dangerous

Hands,

Fist Feet
Male Female Male Female White Black

American

Indian
Oriental

Total Clearances
Total

Value

Property

Stolen

Total

Arrests

Juveniles Adults RaceType of Weapon Used

Murder

Sex Offense

Robbery 1 425 1

Aggravated

Battery

Battery 4 1 2 4 1 1 1

Burglary 1 400

Larceny 11 1 2 28,886 1 1 1

Motor Veh. Theft 2 31,000

Classification of Offenses Total Offenses

Male Female Male Female White Black
American

Indian
Oriental

Total Arrests

Juveniles Adults Race Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests

Criminal Mischief 1

Fraud 1

DUI 2 1 1 1 1

Stolen Property

Weapons Violation

Liquor Law Violation

Miscellaneous 3 3 2 1

Drugs (Poss./Sale) 17 2 2 8 5 5 5 7

Marijuana grams 29.15 $136

Cocaine 0.5 $10

Crack Cocaine grams 6.39 $240

Alprazolam (Xanax) 55.5pills $760

Oxycodone

Oxycontin

Amphetamines

Other Narcotics 140 $50

Drug Type Amount Value

Hollywood May 2003

Classification of

Offenses

Total

Number of

Offenses
Arrest Exception Firearm

Knife/

Cutting Inst.

Other

Dangerous

Hands,

Fist Feet
Male Female Male Female White Black

American

Indian
Oriental

Total Clearances
Total

Value

Property

Stolen

Total

Arrests

Juveniles Adults RaceType of Weapon Used

Murder

Sex Offense 1 1

Robbery

Aggravated

Battery

Battery 3 1 3

Burglary 1 0

Larceny

Motor Veh. Theft

Male Female Male Female White Black
American

Indian
Oriental

Juveniles Adults Race Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests

Criminal Mischief 0

Fraud 0

DUI

Stolen Property

Weapons Violation

Liquor Law Violation

Miscellaneous 2 2 1 1

Drugs (Poss./Sale)

Marijuana 0 $0

Cocaine 0 $0

Crack Cocaine 0 $0

Alprazolam (Xanax) 0 $0

Oxycodone 0 $0

Oxycontin 0 $0

Amphetamines 0 $0

Other Narcotics 0 $0

Drug Type Amount Value

Big Cypress May 2003

Classification of

Offenses

Total

Number of

Offenses
Arrest Exception Firearm

Knife/

Cutting Inst.

Other

Dangerous

Hands,

Fist Feet
Male Female Male Female White Black

American

Indian
Oriental

Total Clearances
Total

Value

Property

Stolen

Total

Arrests

Juveniles Adults RaceType of Weapon Used

Murder

Sex Offense 1 1

Robbery

Aggravated

Battery

Battery 3 3 3 3 3 3

Burglary 2 $412

Larceny 2 1 $5350

Motor Veh. Theft

Male Female Male Female White Black
American

Indian
Oriental

Juveniles Adults Race Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests

Criminal Mischief 2

Fraud 0

DUI

Stolen Property

Weapons Violation

Liquor Law Violation

Miscellaneous 2 1 1 1 1

Drugs (Poss./Sale) 1 1 1

Marijuana grams 470.1 $1035

Cocaine 0 $0

Crack Cocaine 0 $0

Alprazolam (Xanax) 0 $0

Oxycodone 0 $0

Oxycontin 0 $0

Amphetamines 0 $0

Other Narcotics 0 $0

Drug Type Amount Value

Brighton May 2003

Classification of

Offenses

Total

Number of

Offenses
Arrest Exception Firearm

Knife/

Cutting Inst.

Other

Dangerous

Hands,

Fist Feet
Male Female Male Female White Black

American

Indian
Oriental

Total Clearances
Total

Value

Property

Stolen

Total

Arrests

Juveniles Adults RaceType of Weapon Used

Murder

Sex Offense

Robbery

Aggravated

Battery

Battery 2 2 2 2 2 2

Burglary 3 $0

Larceny 2 1 $103

Motor Veh. Theft

Male Female Male Female White Black
American

Indian
Oriental

Juveniles Adults Race Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests

Criminal Mischief 1

Fraud 0

DUI

Stolen Property

Weapons Violation

Liquor Law Violation

Miscellaneous

Drugs (Poss./Sale)

Marijuana 0 $0

Cocaine 0 $0

Crack Cocaine 0 $0

Alprazolam (Xanax) 0 $0

Oxycodone 0 $0

Oxycontin 0 $0

Amphetamines 0 $0

Other Narcotics 0 $0

Drug Type Amount Value

Immokalee May 2003

Classification of

Offenses

Total

Number of

Offenses
Arrest Exception Firearm

Knife/

Cutting Inst.

Other

Dangerous

Hands,

Fist Feet
Male Female Male Female White Black

American

Indian
Oriental

Total Clearances
Total

Value

Property

Stolen

Total

Arrests

Juveniles Adults RaceType of Weapon Used

Murder

Sex Offense

Robbery

Aggravated

Battery

Battery 1 1 1 1 1 1

Burglary

Larceny 8 3 $6,068

Motor Veh. Theft

Male Female Male Female White Black
American

Indian
Oriental

Juveniles Adults Race Narcotics Confiscated During Arrests

Criminal Mischief 1

Fraud 0

DUI

Stolen Property

Weapons Violation

Liquor Law Violation

Miscellaneous

Drugs (Poss./Sale)

Marijuana 0 $0

Cocaine 0 $0

Crack Cocaine 0 $0

Alprazolam (Xanax) 0 $0

Oxycodone 0 $0

Oxycontin 0 $0

Amphetamines 0 $0

Other Narcotics 0 $0

Drug Type Amount Value

Tampa May 2003

Classification of Offenses Total Offenses Total Arrests

Classification of Offenses Total Offenses Total Arrests

Classification of Offenses Total Offenses Total Arrests

Classification of Offenses Total Offenses Total Arrests

The Following information is provided by The Seminole Department of Law Inforcement.

Drug Dealers beware, we practice zero drug tolerance.

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — Is your

department planning an event, but not
sure where to start?  Try calling Maureen
Vass and Jennifer Keefe.  Maureen,
Employee Relations Director and Jennifer,
her assistant, work in the Human
Resources Department, but also plan
many of the company functions for the
Seminole Tribe of Florida.

“We organize almost half of the
Seminole Tribe events, ranging from
birthdays to seminars”, said Maureen. Her
contact list is a virtual who’s who in the
South Florida catering, floral, hotel, and
party rental business.  

Maureen said, “We understand
putting together an event can be a giant
headache. You need to ask yourself how
many people are attending and what’s on
the menu. Do you want it upscale or casu-
al?  Do you need tables, flowers, music
and invitations?” 

Maureen stresses that you must
know your audience when preparing.
“We can plan everything, or you can suggest ideas.
We’ll make your event a special occasion, whether
it’s for five or 150 people.”  

So relax, a successful party can be just a
phone call away. If you’re planning a small office
party or seminar in the Keys, call Maureen at (954)
966-6300 ext. 1138 or Jennifer at ext. 1139. 

Need Help Planning an Event?

Maureen Vass Employee Relations Director and Jennifer
Keefe, assistant.

Remembering the 4th of July
By Paul Bowers

HOLLYWOOD — Have you ever won-
dered what happened to the 56 men who signed the
Declaration of Independence?

It is time to remember the 4th of July, one of
the most important holidays of
our nation.

Five signers were
captured by the British as
traitors and tortured before
they died.

Twelve had their
homes ransacked and
burned. Two lost their sons
serving in the
Revolutionary Army;
another had two sons cap-
tured.  Nine of the 56
fought and died from
wounds or hardships of the
Revolutionary War.  

They signed and pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor.

What kind of men were
they?  Twenty-four were lawyers
and jurists, eleven were merchants,
nine were farmers and large planta-
tion owners; men of means, well edu-
cated, but they signed the Declaration
of Independence knowing full well
that the penalty would be death if they
were captured.

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter
and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the
British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay
his debts, and died in rags.

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the
British that he was forced to move his family almost
constantly. He served in the Congress without pay
and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions
were taken from him and poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties
of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett,

Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.
At the battle of

Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr.,
noted that the British
General Cornwallis had
taken over the Nelson
home for his headquarters.
He quietly urged General
George Washington to
open fire. The home was

destroyed, and Nelson died
bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had
his home and properties

destroyed. The enemy jailed
his wife and she died within a

few months.  John Hart was driv-
en from his wife's bedside as she
was dying. Their 13 children fled
for their lives. His fields and his
gristmill were laid to waste. 

For more than a year, he
lived in forests and caves, returning

home to find his wife dead and his chil-
dren vanished.
Some of us take these liberties so much for

granted, but we shouldn't. Take a few minutes while
enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently thank
these patriots. It's not much to ask for the price they
paid.



Ted mentioned that Billy has outclassed
most racers in his area and wants to get him into
more competitive races.  Billy has expressed his
desire to turn pro, but that may be a couple of years
down the road.

Ted spoke of how his heart
starts pounding and gets nervous
whenever he sees his son participat-
ing in a race.  Billy has gotten a con-
cussion or two and did hurt his chest
one time. He has always shown
resilience, bouncing back up to fin-
ished a race.

Racing is a positive outlet
for Billy. The family supports Billy
on his quest to become the best motor
cross racer, but want him to remain
focused on school and family.  
Ted feels motor cross racing can be a
positive outlet for other tribal citizens.
They must however be able to handle
the bike and be in good physical con-
dition to race.

Racing demands high concentration on the
part of the racer, along with the proper nurturing
from an adult. 

Keep up the good work Billy.  We hope to
hear and see more of you in your quest to be the top
Motor Cross racer.

Hard Rock
Continued from page 1

Chairman Mitchell Cypress addresses the audience.
Michael Kelly

Patrons sample the new machines at the Grand Opening in Tampa.
Michael Kelly

bined with a relaxing cool breeze off Lake Michigan,
did wonders for the overworked fellow journalist.

On Thursday evening, the Silent Auction
provided high stakes and real deals. Journalists bet on
magnificence Native American beaded art work,
Indian antiques, and Green Bay Packers collector
items.

The NAJA conference ended with a "Spirit
in the Words" poetry contest on Saturday night.
Hosted by Valerie Redhorse, the event was held at
the "The Glory Years" hotel in downtown Green Bay, 

There were heart felt poems that cut to the
bone, stories of lost loved ones, storytelling, spirit
poems about the legendary Sky Woman's journey to
earth, and children poems that carried our souls to the
next generation. 

They all honor our "Spirit in the Words".

NAJA
Continued from page 1

Nelson
Continued from page 1
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Third place winner of the “Spirit in the Words” poetry contest.
Alexandra Frank

Florida Lace
Wholesalers of ric rac, folded

bias, laces and trims for
traditional tribal regalia.

1580 NW 29th Street
Miami, FL 33142
(305) 573-8020

complete. When finished, the whole entertain-
ment complex will include a 12-story 250 room
Hard Rock hotel, numerous restaurants, and
shops.  

The state-of the-art casino will include
1,500 of the latest electronic gaming machines,
as well as 55 poker tables, and a bingo gallery
for nearly 800 people.  James Allen, CEO of
Seminole gambling operations said, “Native
American casinos here in the United States
generated more revenue that both Las Vegas
and Atlantic City combined.”  

Former Seminole Tribe of Florida
Chairman Howard E. Tommie foresaw the ben-
efits of casino gaming a quarter century ago.
Tommie was instrumental in bringing high
stakes bingo and more to the Tribe – a blue
print that many other Native American tribes
have followed.  

Said Tommie, “We were the first Tribe
to institute gaming. We’ve done extremely
well.  I feel good that I had something to do
with it.”

The new Hard Rock Casino in Tampa
may dwarf the first bingo hall the tribe opened
in Hollywood, Florida 20-plus years ago, but it
was that simple bingo hall that has lead to the
Seminole Tribe’s huge success in gaming and
beyond. 

Hard Rock Casino and Hotel infor-
mation supplied by Bitner-Goodman P.R.
Marketing, currently hired by The Seminole
Tribe of Florida.
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Education v

By: Emma Johns Brown
DUCK KEY — This year’s 9th Annual

Youth Conference for the Brighton Reservation was
held from June 1- 5 at the beautiful Hawk’s Cay
Resort in Duck Key, Florida.  

After the opening presentation, students were
grouped according to grade (K-3, 4-6, 7-12, and
adults).  For those dedicated early risers, each day
began with a morning fitness hour.  After breakfast,
each group attended classes from 9:00 a.m. until
12:45 p.m.  

Alice Snow spoke about Indian medicine,
while the Culture Department taught the children how
to do bead work.  For the younger children, the

library staff read storybooks and did arts and crafts.
The Recreation Department offered plenty of fun
games for the children.  

Family Services held a poster contest for
children in which they illustrated their own ideas of
what the youth conference meant to them.  Courtney
Marker and Jenna McDuffie designed the winning
poster, which will be the design for next year’s youth
conference t-shirts.  

Yu Kudo, Program Extension Agent, brought
4-H members from Dade County to enlighten the
youth about the various types of programs other 4-
Hers are involved in.  They shared a puppet show on
littering, explained the life of a sea turtle, demonstrat-
ed scuba diving, and much more.  

Health Department employees Barbara
Boling and Beth Skinner informed the children about
healthy eating and the different food groups.  The
Seminole Police Department talked about the threat
of strangers and how to escape difficult situations.

This year’s guest speaker was a Native
American from Oklahoma who shared his testimony
about being diagnosed and living with HIV.  He
spoke with the 7-12th graders and adults about his
disease, answered questions, and related the sacrifices
he now lives with due to his HIV.  His powerful mes-
sage captivated the audience from start to finish.  

Harold Baxley, counselor from Brighton
Family Services, spoke about issues such as substance

abuse, dysfunctional families.
The SPD department spoke
about the Internet and its dan-
gers.  

The Parents Advisory
Committee (PAC) encouraged
and shared ways for parents
to be involved in their chil-
dren’s education.  A favorite
for adults was the “True
Colors” class presented by
Mrs. Fertitta.  This class
allowed adults to become
more aware of whom they
truly are. 

On the closing night,
awards were given for differ-
ent activities throughout the
week.  The yearly talent show
was held for family and indi-
viduals who exhibited talents
ranging from singing to karate
demonstrations.  The confer-
ence ended with a time for
devotion with Delton Collins.  

This year’s Brighton Youth Conference was
a fun-filled week for the entire family, and was made
possible by the Youth Conference Working
Committee:  Lonnie Gore, Dallas Nunez, Alice
Sweat, Diane Smith, Salina Dorgan, Dawn Snow,
Jenny Shore, Jenny Johns, Yu Kudo, Polly Hayes,
Harold Baxley, Emma Brown, Jo Jumper, Debbie
Johns, Denise Girtman, Gator Sapp, Stan Frishman,
Barbara Boling and Beth Skinner.  

Special thanks to John Wayne Huff for all of
his help making this year’s conference possible and
so successful.  The abundance of knowledge and
sharing coming from the all the different departments
will no doubt last a long time with the Brighton com-
munity.

By Emma Johns Brown
BRIGHTON — The Brighton Education

and Culture Department announces open registration
for this year’s summer enrichment school for those
students in grades K-5.
The summer session begins July 14 and ends July 25.
Classes will be Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and held at the Education and Library
buildings on the Brighton Reservation.   
Education students from Florida Gulf Coast
University will co-teach with Seminole tribal mem-
bers to enhance the learning process and create a
more fun-filled learning environment for the students.
All classes will be based on Seminole culture, as
told by elders in the tribe.  
The children will earn points for attendance, prompt-

ness, good behavior, and accomplishments during the
day.  They will then use earned points to shop at the
school store on Thursday afternoon.  Parents should
encourage their children to attend the full two weeks
so that they will get the full benefit of the program
and activities.  
There will be student field trips and a celebration on
the final day.  Parents and the community will share
their child’s work and progress.  
There will be presentations given and door prizes fol-
lowing the meal on the celebration day.  
Please contact Holly Johns at the Brighton Education
Department for an application or for more informa-
tion, call (863) 763-3572 or Dr. Susan Stans at (239)
590-7174.

By Yvonne Calhoun
BRIGHTON — The Culture Education

Department at the Brighton Reservation will offer
Creek language classes beginning August 28.
Classes will meet weekly for 15 weeks, with high
school elective credit given. 

For students to be eligible, they must ask a
fluent Creek speaker to work in conversation with
them at least 2 hours a week outside of class. 

Students will be required to learn the Creek
alphabet and to develop writing skills in Creek.
Grades will be issued according to completing spe-
cific assignments and meeting specific proficiencies
each semester. 

Assignments will be outlined in a syllabus
at the beginning of each semester.  Please call Susan

Stans at (239) 590-7174 if you have any questions.

Two sections will be offered for the fall term:
1. Foreign Language Humanities for

International Studies I.  One credit for semester or .5
credits for each term. The course number to register
is 07143000. 

2. Foreign Language Humanities for
International Studies III.  One credit for semester or
.5 credits for each term. The course number to regis-
ter is 0714320C. 

Classes begin Thursday, Aug. 28, at 2:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Call Yvonne Calhoun at (863)
763-7501 to confirm your participation.

By Cindy Corriher
HOLLYWOOD — It’s that time of year again!
School’s over, grades are done and summer is here.
The Incentive Awards are coming up soon as well as
the new Private School applications. 
Parents on all reservations, please remember to turn
in your child’s end-of-year report card to the
Education Advisor on your reservation. The deadline
for Incentive Awards is June 30. Award ceremony
dates will be announced. 

By Dora Bell
HOLLYWOOD — A successful college

experience can depend on the student’s capacity to be
proactive and take charge. There is a big contrast
between the routinely structured high school sched-
ule and the openness of a college program.  As a
result, a frequent problem faced by freshmen stu-
dents is the difficulty to manage their time wisely.
There are several points that will ensure student suc-
cess:

Investigate and use support services.  All
colleges and universities have a professional support
staff that will assist students in many ways.  It is
imperative for students to locate theses services.

Seek the services of the multicultural
director.  Most colleges and universities have a mul-
ticultural specialist who works with different cultural
groups among the student body.  They find solutions
to their particular needs and assist new students in
their task of getting acquainted with the college cul-

ture, all new to college freshmen.
Work closely with the academic advisor.

It is a must to choose courses wisely.  Sometimes it
is recommended to register in an extra course to
insure a spot, always keeping in mind the add/drop
deadline, which will permit the student to withdraw
without a penalty. Always include courses that lead
towards the declared degree.

Get involved.  Pick a club or activity that
suits your preference and participate with enthusiasm
in extra-curricular activities.  Great friendships and
opportunities to grow will develop easily in this type
of setting.  Interacting with others is key to a richer
life.

Keep close contact with the Education
Department.  It is strongly recommended that you
call or visit the Education Department (954) 989-
6840, so that we can hear your concerns and solve
problems as soon as they present themselves and
enjoy your ongoing success!
Happy summer vacations!

By Carol Foret
TAMPA —  Without

question, Keith Mitchell Simmons
was one of our most successful
student-athletes this year. To be a
top high school football player is a
tough job alone, but to also be a
top wrestler is a tremendous feat.

Keith is a 6’2”, 275 lb
athlete, dedicated to training every
day.  He recently won a gold
medal at the 2002 Indigenous
games in Canada.  Mitchell domi-
nated the wrestling field, blanking
and pinning every opponent in his
weight class. 

During the 2002-03
wrestling season, Keith remained
undefeated, both in his district and
in the regionals.  He made it all the
way to the State finals, where he
narrowly lost the first place title by

one point. A second place finish,
although disappointing to Keith, is
still a remarkable accomplishment.

Keith is a very proud
Seminole and a member of the
Panther clan. He wishes and
encourages other Seminoles to par-
ticipate in sports and to represent
their tribe. As a senior in high
school, numerous colleges are
already contacting him about play-
ing football. Remember his name;
look for Simmons on a jersey on
television. 

He is a determined, confi-
dent young man.  Don’t be sur-
prised in the future if you see
Keith’s name on a future tribal vot-
ing ballot. He appreciates the love
and support from his family, tribal
members, and especially the
Seminole Tribe itself.

BRIGHTON — Summer Vacation Bible
School begins July 6-11 at the Seminole Baptist
Church on the Brighton Reservation.  The bible
school is for people of all ages and will include activ-
ities such as bible study, crafts, recreation, and more.  

The summer schedule is as followed: 6:30
am - Devotion, 7:00 am - Exercise, 9:00 am - Bible
school, 12:OO pm - Lunch.  The afternoon will offer
various recreational programs.  At 6:00 pm, learn tra-
ditional Creek hymns.

9th Annual Brighton Youth Conference

Brighton Recreation Director Stan Frishman hosts fun and games.

Emma Johns Brown

Conversations on Higher Education

By Maria Del Rio Rumbaitis Director, 
Education Department

HOLLYWOOD — In February of this year,
the Seminole Tribe Education Department was
informed by the Harvard Project On American Indian
Economic Development that our Department has been
nominated for an Honoring Nations award for the
year 2003.

Honoring Contributions in the Governance
of American Indian Nations (Honoring Nations) is an
awards program administered by the Harvard Project
on American Indian Economic Development. 

Created in 1998 and now in it's fourth year
of awards, Honoring Nations identifies, celebrates,
and shares outstanding examples of tribal governance
across a broad range of subjects and topic areas,
including education, health care, intergovernmental
relations, policy development, economic develop-
ment, and resource management.

The Education Department submitted our
entry: Seminole Language and Culture Preservation
Program, a program that has been in operation and
administered by Lorene Gopher, Culture Director and
Louise Gopher, Assistant Education Director. Dr.
Susan Stans, anthropologist from Florida Gulf Coast
University is the Program's Consultant. 

We submitted all the materials on time after
the challenging job of putting everything together. It
was judged an outstanding program by the Harvard
Project On American Indian Economic Development
and was entered as a semifinalist for the award for
2003! 

The final round of evaluation will be in
November 2003 when we will have the opportunity to
make a presentation to the Honoring Nations
Advisory Board and the general public.
The Seminole Tribe of Florida Education Department
is excited and hopes to win this prestigious award.

Seminole Language and Culture Preservation
Program: Semifinalist for Honoring Contributions in
the Governance of American Indian Nations for 2003

Brighton Summer School for 2003
E-ma-ha-kv  V-pe-lo-fv (Teaching hammock)

Creek Language Course Elective at
Okeechobee High School

Student-Athlete Keith Mitchell Simmons Excels

Report Cards Due Summer Vacation Bible School

Keith Mitchell Simmons

By Alexandra Frank
TAMPA — From June 9-15,

Seminole citizens participated in the 2003
Sunshine State Games held around the city of
Tampa. Archery, wrestling, and basketball
were events entered by the Seminole citizens.

Basketball proved to be the most
entered event. There were seven teams
entered from Brighton boys & girls, Big
Cypress boys, and Hollywood Boys & girls.

The basketball event lasted three day
with Seminole teams averaging two games a
day except on Sunday, the third day.

One notable was the boys 10 and
under team, representing Big Cypress. As of
Saturday, June 14, they stood to win a silver
medal for their age group.

Coaches Eddie Redd and Jeremiah
Hall proved to be excellent coaches as they
kept the team of five boys stoked throughout
the Saturday game.

Look for more coverage on the Big
Cypress Boys extraordinary win against the
odds in a later issue of the Seminole Tribune.

2003 Sunshine State Games

Fab-five basketball team thrives in tournament.
Alexandra Frank

Alexandra Frank
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By David H. Brown
HOLLYWOOD — My name is David H.

Brown and I am the Administrator for the
Employment Assistance and Training Program. My
job as an Administrator is to implement and enforce
all policies of the Department, Tribal Council and
Federal funding agencies along with the day-to-day
operations of the Program.

The Employment Assistance and Training
Program is a great program! The Program
has four components, G.E.D.,
Vocational/Job Training, Work Experience
and Youth Program. It allows tribal mem-
bers to gain employment through work
experience, get their G.E.D., certification
or license through the Vocational and
Technical Training, and give young adults
employment for the summer in the Youth
Program.

Having participated in similar
programs through various organizations, I
think the Employment Assistance and
Training Program makes it easier to
obtain information about the different pro-
grams we offer in one centralized loca-
tion. Every tribal member should take
advantage of this program because it is an
excellent way to gain experience or
knowledge. I am currently a senior
at Florida Memorial College, pursing a
Bachelors Degree in Business
Administration and a member of the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. I

am originally from Pompano Beach, Florida, but cur-
rently residing in Miami while I attend school.

My goal for this program is to make sure
that all the tribal members know what programs are
available and to be a part of these programs. We are
conveniently located at the Dorothy S. Osceola
Building on the second floor. If you have any ques-
tions, please call (954) 989-6840 ext. 1223. 

By Maria del Rio-Rumbaitis Director, Education
Department

HOLLYWOOD — The Preschool and the
Management Unit of the Department of Education are
happy to announce the beginning of a first joint effort,
"The Seminole Summer Kindergarten Program in
Hollywood". 

Eight graduates
from the 2003 preschool
program registered for
this first joint initiative.
The Seminole Summer
Kindergarten Program
(SSKP) happily started
at 7:30 am on Monday,
June 16. 

Two excellent
certified kindergarten
teachers, Ms. Fila Vaz
and Maggie Hoque,
were hired to teach the
children during the
eight week-summer ses-
sions being held at the
Hollywood DSO
Building.

We believe that
with this new initiative,
our children will be bet-
ter prepared to start regular kindergarten in the fall
because they will be exposed to a real kindergarten
program.

This will contribute to strengthen each
child's sense of confidence and self- image that is so
necessary to favor the child's motivation to learn, to
like school, and to remain in school. 

We now have good scientific evidence that a
good educational beginning during a child's early
years is critical to the development of the brain, to

physical and mental health, and to learning and
behavior patterns throughout a child's life. 

Also, this first kindergarten initiative will
allow both the Preschool and the Management Unit of
Education to assess the educational needs of the
young population, to target the children most at risk in
their future developmental stage, and to better advise

the parents on what
type of education and
parental support their
children will need.

The operation
of the Seminole
Summer Kindergarten
Program will be ana-
lyzed every week by a
research team com-
posed of Leona
Tommie-Williams,
Thommy Doud and
Alma Johns from
Preschool, Louise
Gopher, Cindy Corriher
and Maria Del Rio -
Rumbaitis from the
Management Unit of
Education. 

Every Friday
at 12 noon, Ms. Maggie

Hoque and Ms. Fila Vaz, the two kindergarten teach-
ers, will present their developments, achievements,
findings, problems, and solutions, which will all be
discussed by the members of the research team. 

We are totally confident that these eight chil-
dren will be highly successful and will develop to be
the new young leaders of the Tribe. The Education
Department and the Pre-school have also been
requested to offer the same program in Brighton for
this summer as well. More news on this effort later!

Submitted by the Department of
Education

HOLLYWOOD — We, Mrs.
Fila Vaz and Mrs. Maggie Hoque are
certified Kindergarten teachers, work-
ing in the Broward County public
schools for a combination of 22 years.
We are currently team teaching a
preparatory summer Kindergarten class
at the Seminole Hollywood
Reservation.

Our goal is to get the
Seminole children ready to enter
Kindergarten in the fall. The Seminole
Summer Kindergarten Program is a
whole language approach to reading,
with well-known children literature
and storybooks.

In addition, we will also be
teaching other skills such as
social/emotional skills, cognitive, com-
munication, self-help skills, gross
motor and fine motor skills, and sub-
ject areas such as Language Arts, Math,
Science, and Social Studies. 

By the end of the eight-week summer pro-
gram, the students will develop more readiness skills

that will prepare them for the fall Kindergarten.
We are looking forward to a summer filled

with fun and challenging activities with the children.

Employment Assistance and Training Program Seminole Summer Kindergarten Program

During your high school
years, maintain contact with the
Education Department
Your freshman and sophomore
years are extremely important.
Become familiar with college
entrance requirements. Which
courses in your high school curricu-
lum will satisfy college require-
ments?

Work with parents, teach-
ers, and counselors to create a four-
year high school curriculum plan.  

From September through
March of your junior year, think
about the reasons for going to col-
lege. What are your goals?  Take
the PSAT, SAT, or ACT test.

Talk with your parents,
teachers, and counselors to create a
four-year high school curriculum
plan. 

From January to March,
identify important factors in choos-
ing a college. Should I attend a two-
year or four-year college? Will I
feel comfortable going to school out
of state?
Take the SAT or ACT test.  Focus

on your goals and career interests.  
From March to August,

make a list of colleges you are con-
sidering and collect information.
What information do you need?
How can you get it? Take SAT or
ACT Test.  Read, discuss, listen,
and visit colleges. Attend college
fairs and college night programs in
our area.

From August to December
of your senior year, compare the
colleges on your list. Have you
weighed pros and cons carefully?
Continue visiting colleges. From
November to February, secure
forms and note deadlines!  

From November to April,
make some final decisions. What
additional preparation might be
helpful? Do you feel comfortable
with your final choice? Make dorm
room arrangements if you are going
away.

Confer with parents, coun-
selors and the Seminole Tribe
Education Department. Seek sup-
port from college staff. Show initia-
tive, and good luck!

Submitted by Louise Gopher - Assistant Director
of Education

The year in review for the Education
Department shows many positive accomplishments.
First and foremost, the Education Department began
strongl, stressing quality in education. That was done
by insisting that our private school students attend
only accredited schools. 

In the past, we've had so many private
schools that we were using, it was almost impossible
to monitor students attendance and grades. And
almost weekly, a new school would open up nearby
and would immediately start soliciting our business.
This issue not only affected the Education staff, but
it also affected the tribal representatives. 

With their guidance and instructions, guide-
lines were established to bring this whole private
school issue under control. We have now put limita-
tions on number of absences, set a grade point aver-
age requirement, and have listed schools that we can
sponsor scholarship for.

There are other issues stated in the Private
School Policies and Procedures, which will be pre-
sented in future Tribal Council meetings. 

Unfortunately, some students had to change
schools to follow our guidelines, but that was done
in a timely fashion so they were not adversely affect-
ed. Tutoring and testing services were made avail-
able to those students.

We continued to put a strong focus on the
retention of languages and culture. This was accom-
plished on a daily basis at the language classes in the
Pre School Program and at the Ahfachkee School.
Once a week on Fridays, the Brighton community
had a "cultural school" on their reservation, which
was referred to as the "Pull Out Program". 

Elementary students attending the
Okeechobee public schools were allowed to stay on
the reservation to attend these classes. These classes
were taught by their own community members. They
had classes in history, math, science, arts and crafts,
and two classes in reading and writing the Creek lan-
guage. 

The staff had a long hard year with this
project but in the end, they are satisfied with their
efforts. Their representatives will be getting them a
trailer to provide additional classroom space and a
director will be hired specifically for this project. 

The Chairman acknowledged his apprecia-
tion for their work by giving them a trip of their
choice. The Pull Out Project was featured in several
local newspapers as well as The Seminole Tribune.

Teachers in the language programs were
offered a curriculum through the Florida Gulf Coast
University in Fort Myers. At the end of the two-year
teacher certification program, they  will receive a
State of Florida Teachers Certificate, which will
enable them to be able to teach their native language
in any school system in the same way that other lan-
guages are offered to students. 

There are seven staff members from the
Brighton and Big Cypress Reservations who have
completed one year of this program. Two high
school students were allowed to take this class
offered at the Brighton Reservation for one elective
high school credit. These two unique language pro-
grams will also be shared with the many tribes that
will be attending the National Johnson O'Malley
Conference in October. Over four hundred people
are expected to attend this conference.

The Education Department decided to put
their many years of efforts in language and cultural
survival on paper and submitted it for evaluation in
the Harvard Project Honoring Contributions in the
Governance of American Indian Nations. We were
notified that we had advanced into the second round
of evaluation as one of thirty-four semi-finalists.
This is quite an accomplishment considering 114

entries were received from 61 nations and 13 inter-
tribal collaborations. 

More information had to be submitted for
the second round of evaluation. Our goal is to be in
Albuquerque, New Mexico in November 2003 at the
National Congress of American Indian Conference as
one of the recipient of the 2003 High Honors Award.

Study Zone is a tutorial program for com-
puters and is available in all areas, except Fort
Pierce. These programs are available at the tribal
libraries or at the education offices for all grades in
all subjects up to pre-college level. This program is
used in Indian Tutorial Programs at the Okeechobee
public schools for the Seminole students as well as at
the Library. At the Hollywood Reservation, tutors are
available to assist students in using this program.
Teachers have given us feed back that Study Zone is
helping students and they recommend it.

Some of our offices and facilities are not in
good condition. The Tampa staff finds themselves in
the midst of new hotel and casino construction. 

The Fort Pierce Counselor does not yet
have an office. The Immokalee staff hopes to move
into a new trailer for their Education Center some-
time this year. Technologies in the rural and small
communities need many improvements. T-lines and
fiber optics have not reached those areas yet so some
of the offices do not have E-mail or Internet, or if
they do, it's a very poor service. Yet the staff contin-
ues to work hard in monitoring the students in their
area. From all six reservations, there were seventeen
high school graduates. 

The Immokalee Education staff is working
on reducing their drop out rate. Their goal is to affili-
ate themselves with Ahfachkee High School from
Big Cypress and become a satellite high school with
a teacher. They would use the same criteria as the
Ahfachkee High School.
The Department has worked hard at keeping parents
and public informed about what is happening in the
Education Department. 

We had a very successful Open House and
Dedication of the Dorothy S. Osceola Building in
Hollywood. We have had Career and Health Fairs on
three reservations. Over three hundred people attend-
ed each of these functions. Of course, these activities
could not have been possible without assistance from
other departments and their staff. 

We continue to have monthly Parent
Advisory Committee meetings on each reservation
and bi-monthly Education Advisory Committee
meetings. We have participated in the various Youth
Conferences throughout the year.

A new position, Higher Education Advisor,
was created this year, which has proven to be invalu-
able. Dora Bell is that Advisor. She works very
closely with students in the Higher Education
Program to keep them on track and also contacts
high school students to advise them on what they
need to do to be ready to attend university or college
upon graduation. She also reaches out those individ-
uals who are eligible for higher education and are
not taking advantage of this opportunity.

Monitoring of students' achievement and
progress was closely done this year. The Department
of Education was placed on the agenda of public and
private schools where Seminole children attend. 

It is now common to receive invitations,
communications, and consultations from school per-
sonnel on issues affecting or pertaining to our chil-
dren. 

Schools now know that there is a Seminole
Department of Education providing educational sup-
port to children and parents. There are five policies
pending for approval from the Tribal Council. These
policies will further strengthen our goals of provid-
ing quality education.

The Employment Assistance and Training Program is
designed to assist the Seminole Tribe community.

Department of Education: A Year in Review

Seminole Summer Kindergarten Teachers

Summer Kindergarten students listen to story time.

Holly Tiger assists students in the Seminole Summer
Kindergarten Program.

Pre-College Checklist for Parents and Students
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Health Corner v

By Michael Kelly
HOLLYWOOD — On June 5, a luncheon

was held for those who participated in the Health
Department Wellness Program. The 10-week, three-
part program was available for all tribal members and
employees of the Seminole Tribe. 

The Wellness Program, sponsored by Allied
Health Department and Connie Whidden, offered
helpful and healthy information. Shannon McKeown,
Health Educator and Jeanne Hatfield, Nutritionist,
facilitated the program. 

The first part offered weekly educational
classes on nutrition and healthy eating, incorporating
exercise programs such as walking.

The second part offered individuals a Fitness
Assessment Test.  Participants completed a series of
tests, such as measuring flexibility, heart rate, and
body fat.  The information was then calculated and
given to each person.

The third
aspect of the Wellness
Program was the
Pedometer Contest.
Each participant was
given a pedometer, a
small clip-on devise
used to measure a per-
son’s stride.  Each per-
son then “walked” a vir-
tual 450-mile round-trip
from Hollywood to
Tampa.  

Although this
may sound demanding,
the average person can
literally walk a few
miles a day.  A good
workout would be
12,000 steps, which
equals seven miles.
Eighty-two people
began the journey, and
although only seven
people finished, 41 oth-
ers were still “walking”

when the contest completed.  
Amber Gientbrock was the first to reach

Tampa, followed be Michael Kelly and Paula Cassels.
On the return trip to Hollywood, Amber once again
claimed first place, followed by Paula Cassels and
Jennifer Kolakowski. Prizes were awarded to the top
three winners and everyone who completed the trip
received certificates 

One change Health Educator Shannon
McKeown would like to implement is shortening the
pedometer contest from 10 to five weeks. “The 10-
week trip was a bit too much for some people, who
got discouraged, especially when their pedometer
conked out.” Many of us can relate to that!

For more information on health education or
nutrition, please call Shannon McKeown at (954)
962-2009 ext. 113, or Jeanne Hatfield at ext. 111.

Wellness Program Takes Off

Participants in the wellness program attended educational classes on nutrition,
healthy eating, and exercise.

Paula Cassels

By Barbara Boling, Health Educator and Beth
Skinner, Nutritionist

BRIGHTON — Brighton community mem-
bers, along with Seminole Tribe employees, lost a
total of 212 pounds in the Spring Weight Loss
Contest.  The 12 week contest, which began on
January 31, was a great success.  

After contestants weighed in, a body fat
analysis was given, which shows how much lean
muscle mass and fat weight each participant has. 

Through consistent exercise and a sensible
diet, many participants were able to see the percent-
age of body fat decrease and their lean muscle mass
increase.

The Spring Weight Loss Contest Winners
were: Adult/Community Male-Billie Micco,
Adult/Community Female-Paulette Lawrence,
Youth/Community Male James Girtman,

Youth/Community Female-No Winner,
Employee/Male- Dr. Christopher Mavroides,
Employee/Female-Brenda Walker. Congratulations to
all of the participants for their ongoing effort to
become physically fit and lose weight.

The weight loss contest committee would
like to thank Chairman Mitchell Cypress and former
Brighton Councilman John Wayne Huff for their sup-
port.  The Brighton Community has now lost a grand
total of 557 pounds since the first weight loss contest
began on October 4, 2002.

An awards ceremony was held at the Field
Office on May 6th to recognize contest participants.
Everyone enjoyed the festivities and healthy meal. 

If you need more information on healthy eat-
ing or dieting, please contact Nutritionist Beth
Skinner or Health Educator Barbara Boling at
863-763-0271.

Brighton Weight Loss Contest A Success 

TELL WHAT YOU KNOW NOT YOUR NAME
CALL (954) 493-TIPS (8477) OR (866) 493-TIPS (TOLL FREE)

CRIME STOPPERS WILL PAY UP TO

$51,000 AND THE SEMINOLE TRIBE

WILL PAY AN ADDITIONAL $49,000 FOR

THE ARREST OF THE SUSPECT(S).

ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2002, JIM

SHORE, THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, WAS SHOT

WHILE SITTING INSIDE HIS HOME. PLEASE

HELP US CATCH THE CRIMINAL(S) AND

BRING THEM TO JUSTICE! IF YOU HAVE ANY

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CRIME, OR IF

YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES...

PLEASE CALL ANDPLEASE CALL AND

REMAIN ANONYMOUS!REMAIN ANONYMOUS!



The Seminole Tribune 9 July 4, 2003



The Seminole Tribune 10 July 4, 2003



The Seminole Tribune 11 July 4, 2003

By Marlin J. Billie
BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe's

Recreation Department held their annual fishing tour-
nament for the Big Brothers chapter in Big Cypress
on Saturday June 21. Steve Young, from Hollywood
Recreation, welcomed all youth and adults to the
event and looked forward to taking the young people
fishing. 

Mike Rogen of Begly Lures, demonstrated
the importance of different lures, knot tying, and how
garbage harm the environment.  Mike also spent the
day fishing with the group.

The 18 young fishermen set out among the
dozen plus boats.  Most had some fishing and boating
experience, but there were a few newcomers.

Just as the tournament started, the rains
began and didn’t let up the entire day.  Fishermen,
from veteran to rookie, understand that unpredictable
weather is all part of the experience. Some noticed a
little too late that they had forgotten to bring their
rain gear.  No tackle box is complete without protec-

tion from the elements!
The fishermen were judged by the weight

and number of fish caught. Here are the winners in
order of fish caught:  1st place - Chebon Gooden, 2nd
place - Jordan Ulrici, 3rd place - Candi Landin, 4th
place - Brandon Osceola, 5th place - Lee Stewart, 6th
place - Madison Bonawitz, 7th place - Marlon Foster,
8th place – Jessica Osceola - 9th place - Deion
Sanders.

The young people were very excited about
fishing and were eager to learn the different styles of
boats and equipment that go with fishing. They
showed respect for the environment and fellow com-
petitors.  

The biggest bass contest winners were: 1st
place - Josh Jumper, 2nd place - Allen, and 3rd place,
Happy Jumper.  They all showed that they can have a
very good day, rain or shine.

A special thanks to all the people who vol-
unteer their time to help our young people, you are to
be saluted.  Way to go, guys!

L-R: Jessica Osceola, Krystle Young, Deion Sanders, Roy Stewart, Lee Stewart, Marlon Foster, Huston
Osceola, Randy Osceola, Rebecca Osceola, Jack Turtle.

Big Brothers Fishing Tournament

KISSIMMEE —
Brothers Aaron, Kevin, and Nick
Frank claimed multiple awards
at The AAU Championship
Tournament for Tae Kwon Do,
held May 3 in Kissimmee,
Florida.  

Indigenous Tae Kwon
Do coach Mingo Jones, along
with Trainer Ron Greene, and
parents Sammy and Nancy
Frank, offered support and
encouragement.  

Aaron, 18, and Nick,
12, competed in forms and spar-
ring, won bronze medals in spar-
ring.  Kevin, 15, competed in
both forms and sparring, won a
silver medal in sparring.  Way to
go fella's!

Lakeland, Florida was
the next stop for the Indigenous
Tae Kwon Do team.  This partic-
ular tournament provided the
competition the three brothers
always enjoy. All were deter-
mined to capture the gold
medal.

In the competition,
Aaron received a 3rd place
bronze medal for forms and sparring.  Kevin received
a bronze medal in forms and received a second silver
medal in sparring.  Nick placed 2nd, receiving a sil-
ver medal in forms and a bronze for 3rd place in
sparring.

Aaron, Kevin, and Nick are the sons of

Sammy and Nancy Frank. They reside in Lakeland
Florida and are from the Panther Clan. All three
brothers are black belts and attend school at Lake
Gibson Middle / High School.

Coach Mingo was very impressed with the
three young men, and is looking forward to the Jr.
Olympics, which will be held in Detroit, Michigan.

Sports vHam-pa-leesh-ke vVkkopvnkv

By Paula Cassels
BRIGHTON — On June 12-15, the Florida

High School Rodeo Association held their state finals
in the Fred Smith Arena. This four-day event featured
a Rodeo Queen contest, Student Officers election,
Silent Auction, Rodeo Dance, a steak dinner banquet,

plus lots of awards. 
Brighton Representative Roger Smith joined

the grand opening precessions in support of the high
school tribal members participating in the FHSR. 

Smith said on behalf of the Seminole Tribe
and the Brighton community, “We welcome everyone
to the FHSR”.

Two outstanding Seminole teenagers, Trina
Bowers and Steven Billie, who rode in the rodeo cir-
cuit all year long for points, qualified for the state
finals. Bowers and Billie received buckles for quali-
fying in the state final rodeo. 

On Thursday evening, June 12, Steven Billie
set the pace with the first qualified ride of 67 points
in the bull riding performance; later Billie was push
back to 4th place as other bull-riders caught on.

Trina Bowers participated and qualified in
the Breakaway and the Team Roping events.
Thursday evening also saw Trina rope her way into
first place with 3.59 in the Breakaway Calf roping
competition, and again in Saturday's performance
with a 2.62. 

Trina teamed up with Ashley Rice in the
team roping competition on Thursday night with
10.138, but made no qualifying time on Friday night.

Trina bounced back into action with
Saturday's performance, picking up one hoof as the
healer in the team-roping event. 

Trina gave recognition to her cousin's horse
(Tiger) for her winning speed. 

As you may know, Trina is the Rodeo
Queen for the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association's
(EIRA) and has participated in the EIRA rodeo since
she was 5 years old. 

Trina has participated in the Florida High
School Rodeo Association (FHSRA) for three years
now; this year she decided to run for student vice
president of the FHSRA. 

If you are interested in participating in the
Florida High School Rodeo, and are a high school
student enrolled in an accredited school, ages 19 and
under, you may enter one Florida High School
Rodeo.

You must have a signed report card by a
principal with four passing grades, or a 2.0 GPA, plus
pay insurance fees, etc. and you’re ready to ride.

Congratulations to Trina Bowers and Steven
Billie on their rodeo achievements. 

Special thanks to the Seminole Tribe of
Florida for hosting the Florida High School Rodeo
State Finals.

By Marlin J. Billie
BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Youth

baseball program joined the Moore Haven Recreation
program as they hosted their spring baseball season.
The youngsters completed nearly three months of
baseball. Practice began back in March, with the sea-
son concluding in May.

Coach Amos Billie worked with the 5-6 year
old age group in T-Ball, the 7-9 year olds with the
pitching machine, and 10-12 year olds in Baseball.
The games were played at Moore Haven on Tuesday
and Thursday evenings. 

The T-Ballers were: Darryl Billie, Christain
Alexander, Christopher Alexander, Marco Jeol
Arroro, Dorian Jumper, Eden Jumper, Troy Yescas,
Tryus Billie, Candilario Landan, Nathaniel Jim, Chief
Billie,

Pitching machine and Little League
Baseball: Nelson Billie, Tacuoma Robbins, Jonathan
Robbins, Catlin Tommie, Andrea Landin, Joey

Simone, Deforrest Carter, Issac Betteloun Jr., Kane
Betteloun, Jalen Cypress, Anthony Cypress, Stevie
Billie, Dillon Cypress, Levi Billie, Rubi-Anne
Alexander,

Many of the parents deserve thanks for help-
ing out in so many ways.  They brought drinks for
the players during the hot practices and kept up with
the games throughout the season. 

Parent participation in their children's lives,
whether it is spectator or coach, really sends a good
message to the young people. Coach Amos Billie and
his family really put a lot of their time and effort dur-
ing baseball season, not only this season, but also he
has been at this for quite some time. 

The community of Big Cypress really appre-
ciates the hard work and dedication that Coach Amos
has demonstrated to the young people of the
Seminole Tribe.

We tip our “baseball” caps to you Coach
Amos!

L-R: Joel Arorro, Troy Yescas, Darry Billie, Andre Landin, Candi Landin and Eden Jumper.

Youth Completes Baseball Training 

Second from left on bottom row: Trina Bowers and the FHSRA Team.

Paula Cassels

High School Rodeo Held In Brighton

Steven Osceola and son Steven Billie.
Paula Cassels

Aaron Frank received a 3rd place bronze metal for sparring.

Nick, Kevin and Aaron Frank get a kick out of Tae Kwon Do.

Brothers Capture Sparring and Forms

Medals At Tae Kwon Do Championship
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Announcements vAhnahhegeh vNakorkerkecetv

Emergency Services
including fire and 

ambulance are now 

available 24 hours a day,

7 days a week on the Brighton

Reservation.

Poems

Education Advisory
Community Meeting

The next meeting is

scheduled for Wednesday,

Sept. 3 at the Brighton Cattle

and Range at 10 a.m.

1999 Red Mustang Cobra
For Sale

Leather, tinted windows, power 
windows, original low odometer - 

45,000 miles, excellent tires, AM/FM
CD/Cassette Stereo, 

Cold A/C, 4.6 hi-output engine,
5 speed transmission,

well maintained

$18,000 (Negotiable)
See or call Paul Buster

(954) 981-4702

For Sale

Happy Birthday July Babies
The Cold

The sun shines yet the chill is over-
whelming
below freezing temperatures blanket my
body.

I am walking alone in the cold
My knees are weak

Too weak to move on with my journey,
still my pride will not let me give up

The wind has chapped my face,
it feels like Frostbite

I feel guilty for being innocent at birth
The laughter & love of family has faded
away

Time isn’t on my side
Night is falling

Soon the creatures of the darkness will
awake
hunting me as prey

I tremble, not from fear
For at this moment in my own misery

I’d love nothing more than to fall vic-
tim–
–To the all mighty food chain

Not Murder — Just Life.
To my surprise not a noise has sounded

Could it be that my body is not the
least worthy
To be hounded or surrounded by skilled
hunters

My body is sweating
Damn, I’ve just awoke from the worst
daymare

of my miserable life.
Only to still be alone in the cold darkness.

By Markell Alan Billie

HOLLYWOOD
Position: Programmer/Analyst
Dept: Information Systems
Position Opens: 3-31-03
Position Closes: 4-14-03
Salary: Negotiable with benefits

Position: Travel Supervisor
Dept: Travel
Position Opens: 6-16-03
Position Closes: 6-30-03
Salary: $33,000 - $40,000 annually with benefits

Position: Safety Officer
Dept: Human Resources
Position Opens: 5-5-03
Position Closes: 5-19-03
Salary: Negotiable with benefits.

Position: Electrician’s Helper
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 2-18-03
Position still available
Salary: $24,960 -$33,280 (commensurate w/exp)

Position: Remediation Coordinator
Dept: Water Resources
Position Opens:4-28-03
Position Closes:5-12-03
Salary: $30,000.00 annually with benefits 

Position: Accountant
Dept: Corporate Board Accounting
Position Opens: 5-26-03
Position Closes: 6-9-03
Salary: $45,000 with benefits

Position: Transcriptionist
Dept: Secretary Treasurer
Position Opens: 4-14-03
Position Closes: 4-28-03
Salary: $24,960.00 annually with benefits

Position: Cultural/Lang. Instructor
Dept: Culture Education
Position Opens: 2-24-03
Position Closes: 3-10-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Sewer/Septic Coordinator
Dept: Utilities
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: $30,000 annually with benefits

Position: Videographer, F/T
Dept: Broadcasting
Position Opens: 5-12-03
Position Closes: 5-26-03
Salary: $8.00/hr with benefits

Position: Building Custodian
Dept: Building & Grounds
Position Opens: 6-9-03
Position Closes: 6-23-03
Salary: $24,960.00 annually with benefits

Position: Maintenance Sup. Coordinator
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 4-7-03
Position Closes: 4-21-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits 

Position: Plumber
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 5-12-03
Position Closes:5-26-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

BRIGHTON
Position: Water Resources Mgt. Coord.
Dept: Water Resources Dept.
Position Opens: 4-28-03
Position Closes: 5-12-03

Salary: $ 30, 000 annually w/ benefits.

Position: Kindergarten Teacher, (Temp PT)
Dept: Education
Position Opens:6-9-03
Position Closes:6-23-03
Salary: $18/hr with mileage (7-7-03 to 8-1-03)

Position: P/T Firefighter/EMT
Dept: Emergency Services
Position Opens: 3-10-03
Position still availabe
Salary: negotiable w/experience w/ benefits

Position: Licensed Practical Nurse
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 3-3-03
Position still available 
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee
Dept: Utilities
Position Opens: 4-28-03
Position Closes: 5-12-03
Salary: $ 18,700 annually with benefits.

Position: Carpenter’s Helper (Apprentice)
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 2-17-03
Position still available
Salary: $20,880 - $24,960 with benefits

Position: Counselor II
Dept: Family Services, Health
Position Opens: 12-9-02
Position still available
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Site Supervisor
Dept: Family Services
Position Opens: 6-9-03
Position Closes: 6-23-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Video Programmer, P/T
Dept: Broadcasting
Position Opens: 4-28-03
Position Closes: 5-12-03
Salary: $8.00/hr.

Position: P/T Director Pullout Program
Dept: Education
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: $28/hr (20 hr work week)

Position: Skilled Carpenter
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 2-17-03
Position  still available
Salary: $ 29,120 – 33,280 annually with benefits. 

Position: Mechanic Supervisor
Dept: Emergency Services
Position Opens: 5-27-03
Position Closes: 6-9-03
Salary: Neg w/Ben

Position: P/T Assistant Director
Dept: Indian Medicine Program
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: P/T Administrative Assistant
Dept: Indian Medicine Program
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Tribal Outreach Worker II
Dept: Family Services, Health
Position still available.
Salary: Negotiable with benefits

BIG CYPRESS
Position: Patient Services Coordinator
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 5-19-03
Position Closes: 6-2-03
Salary: $21,840 - $25,601 annually with benefits

Position: Firefighter/EMT (P/T)
Dept: Emergency Services
Position Opens: 3-10-03
Position Still available
Salary: negotiable w/experience w/ benefits

Position: Community Health Rep (2)
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 6-9-03
Position Closes: 6-23-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Mechanic Supervisor
Dept: Emergency Services
Position Opens: 5-27-03
Position Closes: 6-9-03
Salary: Neg w/Ben

Position: Instructional Aide
Dept: Ahfachkee School
Position Opens: 3-10-03
Position still available
Salary: negotiable w/exp. with benefits.

Position: Middle School/Secondary Education
Teacher
Dept: Ahfachkee School
Position Opens: 3-10-03
Position still available
Salary: negotiable w/exp. with benefits.

Position: School Nurse
Dept: Ahfachkee
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Finish Carpenter
Dept: Housing
Position Opens: 4-7-03
Position Closes: 4-21-03
Salary: $29,120.00 annually with benefits

Position: Cultural/Lang. Instructor
Dept: Culture Education
Position Opens: 2-24-03
Position still available
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Elem. Music Teacher
Dept: Ahfachkee School
Position Opens: 4-7-03
Position Closes: 4-21-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Receptionist
Dept: Utilities
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-7-03
Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits

FORT PIERCE
Position: Sr. Counselor, P/T
Dept: Family Services, Health
Position Opens: 12-9-02
Position still available
Salary: Negotiable with benefits, 

IMMOKALEE
Position: Counselor I
Dept: Family Services, Health
Position Opens: 12-9-02
Position  still available
Salary: Negotiable with benefits

Position: Counselor II

Dept: Family Services, Health
Position Opens: 6-23-03
Position Closes: 7-6-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Cultural/Lang. Instructor
Dept: Culture Education
Position Opens: 2-24-03
Position still available
Salary: negotiable with benefits

Position: Maintenance Worker
Dept: Recreation
Position Opens: 12-19-01
Position still available
Salary: $ 14,500 with benefits.

Position: Operator Maint. Trainee
Dept: Utilities
Salary: $ 18,700 annually with benefits.

Position: Receptionist
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 1-06-03
Position still available
Salary: $20,800 - $22,880 annually w/benefits

Position: Nutritionist  /Health Educator
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 1-6-03
Position still available
Salary: Negotiable w/benefits

Position: Counselor 11
Dept: Family Services, Health
Position Opens: 6-16-03
Position Closes: 6-30-03
Salary: negotiable with benefits

TAMPA
Position: Surveillance Operator
Dept: Gaming
Position Opens: 6-16-03
Position Closes: 6-30-03
Salary: $19,760 annually with benefits

Position: Transporter
Dept: Health
Position Opens: 3-24-03
Position Closes: 4-6-03
Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits

Job Opportunities
For an application or more information, please contact the Human Resources Department at 954-967-3403, The Seminole Tribe of Florida is a DRUG FREE WORKPLACE, Drug Screening is a requirement of employment,

WE EXERCISE NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE.

Position: Police Officer
Starting Salary: $35,992.95
Locations: Big Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee
Police Officer position available. Must already
have/his certification. Needs to be a citizen or have
alien resident card, 19 years or older, with a high
school diploma or GED. Shift work. Excellent bene-
fits. If you are interested please call (954) 967-8900.

Police Jobs

Billie Frank 
Mary Frances Cypress 

Happy Jones 
Dorothy Frank Tucker 

Howard Micco 
Stanlo Johns 

Archie Hank Johns, Sr.  
Sally Agnes Tommie 

Sally Buster 
Geneva Shore 

Polly Ann Osceola 
Willie Gopher, Jr.  
Ruby Ann Osceola 
Gloria Lois Osceola 

Nancy Motlow 
Delores Jumper 

Douglas Mckinley Osceola 
Theodore Scott Nelson, Sr.  

Janice Lee Cypress 
Victoria Christine Osceola 

Patsy Jane Cypress 
Benjamin Billie 
Samuel Tommie 

Virgil Billie 
Tony Sanchez Jr.  
Ricky Ray Tucker 
Clifford Sanchez 

Manuel (Mondo) Tiger 
Ginger Ann Tiger 
Leon John Doctor 

Naomi Ruth Wilson 
Miguel Cantu Jr.  

Johnny Tucker, Jr.  
Charles Stanley Cypress 

Walter Tommie, Jr.  
Lauri Beth Smith 
Jerry Micco Jr.  

Janieve A.  Robenstein 
Tilda Jean Perez 

Robert Taylor Youngblood 
Barbara Billie 

Andrea Dee Nelson 
Randy Santiago 

Mary Ann Tommie 
Betty Mae Billie 

Curtis Allen Osceola 
Kenneth David Kittle, II 

Maurina Sallie Josh July 2
Claudette Ann Gore 
Leo Dean Osceola 

Veronica Sue Doctor 
Donna Susan Harmon 

Brenda Scott Youngblood 
Andrea Polly Cypress 

Marina Rene Tigertail 
Philmon Gene Bowers 

Amy Johns Ashley 
Jason Don Billie 

Sheli Faye Cypress 
Angela Christine Walton 

Rebecca Billie 
Howard Darrin Osceola 

Adam Earl Nelson 
Preston Levern Baker 
Norman Eric Johns 
July Jamie Billie 

Daniel Travor Osceola 
Keith Richard Osceola 
Tisha Jolene Harvey 

Laverne Denise Thomas 
Larnce Baletine 

Tyrone John Cypress 
Martha Irene Green 
Jeremy Lee Bowers 

Dana Buster 
Vernon Lee Baker 

Amy Ann Yzaguirre 
Jesse Joe Jimmie 

Deealona Denise Harjo 
Deanna Lynn Motlow 
Ricky James Osceola 

Christopher Dent Primeaux 
Kinya Tommie 

Lucinda Chrystal Jumper 
Nicole Marie Emery 

Tony Shawn Bert 
Larry Motlow 

Antillis Nehemiah Stockton 
Walter Daniels Smith 
Amanda Ruby Smith 

Emily Raissa Osceola- Branch 
Leanne Jo Osceola 

Jimi- Lu Huff 
Sheree Denise Sneed 

Ricardo Fortino Hernandez 
Anthony Benjamin Frank 

Sally Kristie Johnette Osceola 
Amber Rose Jim 
Amy Lee Garza 

Russell Osceola Jr.  
Jay Charles Stewart 
Kiel Evans Jumper 

Jennijo Wendi Billie 
Jessica Jo Billie 

Mercedes Osceola 
Rachael Justine Billie 

Gregory Jamael Thomas 
Aaron Osceola Frank 

Kristy Leean Motlow 
Keith Mitchell Simons 
Shamy T Tommie, Jr.  

Issiah Colt Billie 
Demetrio Koowathe Pulido 

Trina Marie Bowers 
Ashley Leann Wilcox 

Meredith Brooke Bullard 
Adam Brantley Osceola 

Kevin Ryan Frank 
Morgan Victor Frank 

Missy Chae Huff 
Phelicia Ann Hughes 

Kimberly Louise Arledge 
Kristicia Monique Tommie 
Thomas Michael Benson 

Jamie Lee Henry 
Karen Rose Cypress 
Allison Marie Garza 

Serena Michele Green 
Jeanie Austin Osceola 
Ashley Nicole Spencer 

Nicholas Charles Dicarlo 
Kholt Thomas Gopher 

Dylan Mckallister Osceola 
Marlon James Foster 

Mary Edith Huff 
Ryan Wayne Osceola 

Herschel Sampson Frank 
Pedro Rojo Fuentes, Jr.  

Joseph Randall Santiago 
Christian Denise Benson 

Elliot Martin Frank 
Shelby Lanae Huff 
Cody Hayes Billie 
Kei-Ya-Le Osceola 

Jodi Michelle Huffman 
Shelby Rae DeHass 

Rhianna Dianne Tiger 
Jessica Rae Turtle 
Billy Cypress, III 

Mary Dona Osceola 
Terinna Eileen Cypress 

Cindi Nicole Adair 
Waylon Hank Micco 

Thunder T. Baker 
Rowdey Lee Osceola 

Kyle Jailen Baker 
Jessica Lesley Osceola 

Catherine Elgina Jumper 
Duelle Thomas Gore 

Marissa Victoria Osceola 
Trent- Daryl Eugene McInturff 

Isaac Phillip Bettelyoun Jr.  

Kane Josie Bettelyoun 
Eagle Justin Michael Ke Billie 

Tiyonda Nicole Farroir 
Braudie Gabriella Billie 

Osceola Desmond Cypress 
Ryan Zane Shore 

Christopher Travis Tro Garcia 
Cameron James Doctor 
Monique Ashley Jimmie 

Alison Lee Herrera 
Cooper Marie Rivers 

William Korliss Jumper, III 
Le’Andra Marie Mora 
Robert Henry Nelson 
Dylan Jacob Sampson 
Isabel Marie Tucker 

Korvette Mamie Billie 
Cale Audin Randall 

Brooke Ashley Osceola 
Gianna Gabriella Wargolet 
Anissa Christine Osceola 
Spawn Jo’El Loudermilk 
Elizabeth Marlene Johns 

Harley Brook Johns
Alexander Nathaniel Escobar 

Layton Aaron Thomas 
Mckayla Briann Snow 

Kassaundra Aleese Houseman 
Tarra Christine Boone 

Raymond Carol Philpott, Jr.  
Natomah Bernice Robbins 

Danielle Joy Randall 
Gabrielle Avagene Doctor 

Jackie Levy Willie 
Akira Dorian Billie 

Calamity Jane Caldwell 
Chastity Lorraine Harmon 

Jon Angel Aragus 
Isaac James Osceola 

Skyla Osceola 
Zachary Seth Gopher 
Trevon Blayne Marks 

Courtney Juliet- Alice Jim 
Kyler Robert Dakota Bell 

Zephaniah Eugene Jas Roberts 
Joseph Xavier Escobar 
Layne Aaron Thomas 

Franklin Amos Jumper 
Ruby Marie Thomas 
Patrick Steven Brady 
Joseph Davis Osceola 

A Note of Thanks
With Deepest Appreciation,

we thank everyone that came to our side
in a time of need during

the loss of one of our family.
We thank God for all of you.

We especially thank God that He made a
Way, that by inviting his Son Jesus

into our hearts, which Ike did,
we have the assurance that Ike is with

Him and alive today in heaven.
“For whosoever (anyone) shall call upon

the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Rom 10:13

Thank You.
From the family of

Ike “Hot Dogg” Jumper
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By Paula Cassels
DAVIE — On June 7, at the International

Training Gym, Flairs Gymnastics hosted a competi-
tion at their Davie facility. 

Seminole students from ages 4-10 compet-
ed in their skill levels on Saturday, Levels-2 to 5,
which feature vaulting, uneven bars and a floor
exercise. 

Some kids participate in the gymnastics
program for fun and some are born athletes. 

10 year old Cindi Adair is a level-2
advance athlete.  She has attended the Flairs gym-
nastics program four years and loves to compete in
gymnastics. 

Cindi is a state qualifier and will be com-
peting on July 20 in the National competition at
North Fork, Virginia.

Another incredible athlete is 5 year old
Raevin Frank, just 7 months into the gymnastics
program, is showing outstanding abilities in gym-
nastics skills. 

Saturday, little Raevin won her first gold
Medal in gymnastics level-2 and won a trophy for
the longest handstand, defeating 10 other girls. 

Raevin Frank is a tribal member that lives
on the Hollywood Reservation with her parents
Shannan and Sonny Frank. 

Newly appointed Brighton Respersentive
Roger Smith was there through out the competition
supporting the Seminole gymnastics students. 

Sibylle Reimann former German National
Gymnastics champion founder, and owner of the
Flairs Gymnastic has coached thousands of students
in Broward. 

Sibylle oversees the entire program and
personally coaches the Flairs teams. 

Assisting Sibylle is gymnastics coach
Jessica Bitson who works close with the kids to
encougous good balance and safety.  
Congratulations to the Gymnastics Medallist: 

Raevin Frank-Gold Medal and Trophy,

Cindi Adair- Silver Medal, Anissa Osceola-Silver
Medal, Leisset Baker-Silver Medal, Rylee Osceola-
Bronze Medal, Brook Osceola-Bronze Medal,
Marsha Osceola-Bronze Medal.

Seminole children display their winning medals in Gymnastics.
Paula Cassels

Seminole Youths Achieve Gymnastic Goals

Gold medal and trophy winner Raevin Frank.
Paula Cassels

HOLLYWOOD — "Devastation on
the Reservation" will take boxing fans through
12 bouts and a title fight. Heavy weight fighters
Bahamian Boxer and Jerry Butler will compete
for the Gold Coast Champion Amateur fight.  

Pinckey/Villano Promotions are coor-
dinating the next amateur match, which will
take place at the Hollywood Seminole
Recreational Facilities July 18.

The Hollywood based promotional
group, headed up by Jimmy Osceola, Rockey
Pinckney, Mike Villano, and Special Advisor
Max Osceola III said "We want to provide
more opportunities for all amateur boxers and
give them a chance to compete for title belts.
We want to provide opportunities for amateur
boxers to compete for title matches.

In addition, Jimmy Osceola, who is a
trainer for amateur boxers at the Seminole
Recreational Facilities in Hollywood, said that
he has two boxers that will be ready to compete
in the July 18 matches. Osceola looks forward
to seeing the promotional group put together
more matches in the future for amateur boxers. 

Devastation on the Reservation July
18, 2003 Doors open 7:00 first bout 7:00
$10.00 cover/ Tribal members are exempt from
charge.  

For more information Seminole
Recreation (954) 989-9457

Title Fight Opportunities for Amateur Boxers

(L-R) Rockey Pinckney, Laura Olaya, Jimmy Osceola,
Mike Villano.

Ernie Tiger

By Mitchell Osceola
FORT WORTH, TEXAS — I had the great

privilege of being a caddy in a P.G.A. tour event on
the 19'h and 20* of May 2003. The venue was the
Bank of America Colonial tournament; the pro who 1
caddied for was Rod Curl, A little history on Rod, he
is a Native American from the Wintu Tribe out of
California. He is a past champion of the tournament
and he is able to compete in the tournament every
year. His victory came in 1974, so needless to say he
is a senior player now, but he still is a very capable
professional golfer. In 1974 he beat the great Jack
Nicklaus by one stroke to become the champion of
the very prestigious and very historic Colonial. I was
able to see his name on the wall of champions next to
the first tee. His name is beside many of the great
players that have also won the tournament, such as

Ben Hogan, Byron Nelson and other greats.
THURSDAY- Day one of the tournament

was a fun but tough day for me because I have never
carried such a big pro touring bag for 18 holes. I
never even carry my own bag when I play golf we're
used to driving golf carts all the time. The bag was
white with the Seminole Tribe of Florida Council
emblem on it; it looked great with our flag colors
behind the emblem. People were checking out the
bag every where we went. As for me, 1 was enjoying
the atmosphere of being inside the ropes of a big time
golf tournament. Caddying for me came naturally
because I have been around golf for so many years. I
knew pretty much what to do and what not to do. The
two other caddies in the group knew that I was a
"rookie" so they told a few tips about things like
where to stand when the pros are about to take their
shot or putt. Rod also taught me a lot about what to
do, he said he was impressed with the way I handled
myself around the greens. He meant that I didn't
walls in anyone's lines of putt or distract the other

pros in our group.
My bother Steve, his long time girlfriend

Jackie Thompson and my cousin Joe Rippenberger
also accompanied me on the trip. They said that had
a great time following Rod and me. Also following
us were some of Rod's family and friends. Steve said
that there were fans of Rod's every where they went
and people would say, "here comes Rod". The golf
course is very tough and by the time we got to the
13`s hole he was 2 over par. The 136 are a 176-yard
par three over water with a lot of seating area around
the green. Rod hit a crisp 7 iron to about 15 feet from
the cup. The crowd let out a big roar when the ball
landed on the green. This gave me a chill down my
spine. These people love Rod! When he and his other
playing competitors walked up to the green the crowd
gave them a very warm welcome by clapping there

hands After sur-
veying his putt he
made a good stroke
on the ball. The
ball rolled toward
the cup and as it
became closer and
closer to the hole
the crowd again
became louder and
louder, anticipating
a birdie. The ball
just missed going
into the cup and
the crowd let out a
big sigh, Although
he didn't finish the
round well, the
crowd let him
know that they
appreciated his
play.

FRIDAY
- this day was a lit-
tle better for Rod,
even though he
didn't make the
cut. I am glad that l
had the chance to
do something like
this. Not many
people are lucky
enough to see a big
time event like this
one. This tourna-

ment is also a historic event because of the fact that
Annika Sorenstam, a member of the L.P.G.A, played
with the men in a P. G.A, tournament. So I can hon-
estly say that I was there and saw her play in this
event, She didn't make the cut either, too bad.

Right now I am attending the San Diego
Golf Academy in Orlando. At the academy I am
learning every aspect of the golf industry and upon
graduation in late December I will receive an associ-
ate degree in golf management. This experience will
definitely be one of the best in my golfing career and
will be a great addition to my resume. In the future I
would like to have Rod come to work for the "Tribe
to give lessons to all the young future golfers as well
as us experienced golfers. So I want to say thank you
to Rod Curl for giving me the chance to do this and
also want to say thank you to the Hollywood Council
for sponsoring my trip.

Seminole Caddies for a PGA Event

Mitchell Osceola caddies for Native American P.G.A. golfer Rod Curl.

In Loving Memory of
Keith Richard Osceola

July 6, 1975 –  July 7, 2002
It’s been one year, baby we love you

and miss you so much. 
But we will see you in Heaven one day. 

John 3:16.
Love always and forever

Mom, Dad, Kaylan, sister,
grandma Sadie,

Grandpa and Grandma, and Family.

Have a fun and Safe

4th of July!
— From the Seminole Tribune Staff
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Brian C. Osceola
Receives Tech Diploma

VIDALIA, GA — On April 3, Brian C.
Osceola received his diploma from Southeastern
Technical College, in Vidalia, Georgia. Brian is now
attending South Georgia College, majoring in busi-
ness administration.

After graduating from South Georgia
College, Brian will continue his education at either
the University of Miami or Florida State. 

Here is a poem written by Nancy Sims that I
shared with Brian on his graduation day and would
like to share with you.  Don't ever forget that you are
special and very much loved. I am so proud of you
Brian. Love mom.

At Graduation, and in the years to come,
Remember These Words...
Don't let go of hope.

Hope gives you the strength to keep going
when you feel like giving up.  Don't ever quit believ-
ing in yourself. As long as you believe you can, you
will have a reason for trying.

Don't let anyone hold your happiness in
their hands; hold it in yours, so it will always be
within your reach. 

Don't measure success or failure by material
wealth, but by how you feel. Our feelings determine
the richness of our lives. Don't let bad moments over-
come you, be patient, and they will pass. 

Don't hesitate to reach out for help; we all
need it from time to time. Don't run away from love,
but towards love, because it is our deepest joy.

Don't wait for what you want to come to
you. Go after it with all that you are,
knowing that life will meet you halfway.

Don't feel like you've lost when plans and
dreams fall short of your hopes. Anytime you learn
something new about yourself, or about life, you
have progressed.

Don't do anything that takes away from your
self-respect.  Feeling good about yourself
is essential to feeling good about life.

Don't ever forget how to laugh or be too
proud to cry.  It is by doing both that we live life to
its fullest. 

Nancy Sims

On May 20, Aaron Osceola Frank graduated
from Lake Gibson High School in Lakeland, Florida.

After summer break, Aaron plans on attend-
ing Polk Community College this fall, studying
Computer Science and then transfer to the University
of South Florida in Tampa, Florida for his B.S.
degree.

While attending college he will continue his
Tae Kwon Do training and compete in national com-
petitions.  I'm happy to have a son like Aaron. He’s
dedicated to school and Tae Kwon Do.

From Proud Dad Sammy Frank.

L-R: Graduate Aaron Frank with mother Nancy Frank, Graduate Brian C. Osceola with mother Connie
Osceola.
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GAINESVILLE, GA — On
Saturday, May 24, 2003, Megan Jean
Otero graduated Salutatorian from Breanu
Academy in Gainesville, Georgia.  

Megan graduated in the 74 year
tradition of Breanu Academy with her 32
fellow graduates.  The young women
dressed in white gowns and carried a bou-
quet of a dozen
red roses, each
representing a
year of school.  

Megan,
in her role a
Salutatorian,
began the cere-
monies with the
opening greeting.
As Senior Class
President, Otero
was the
Salutatorian. She
won the
Scholar/Athlete
Award, the
President’s Award
for Educational
Excellence and
received member-
ship into the Beta
Club. Otero was
awarded The Beta
Club Award and
received a certifi-
cate for attaining
Dean’s List
throughout the
entire year. 

She is the daughter of Matthew
Otero, her father.  Margaret John Cypress,
of Immokalee, was her late grandmother.

Founded in 1928 on the campus
of Brenau College by Dr. H. J. Pearce,
Brenau Academy was established to pro-
vide high-quality secondary education for
young women. Brenau Academy's pro-
gram is designed to foster the growth of
an open and inquiring mind and to prepare
graduates for admission to college.
Megan, from Clewiston, Florida, is set to
attend Emory at Oxford in the fall.

Said Megan, “If you would have
told me four years ago when I first came

to this school that I would be the
Salutatorian of my graduating class, I
probably would have laughed in your
face. 

You see, I come from a broken
home with a father who is addicted to
drugs, a mother I never knew, an older
sister who did graduate after starting a
family at the age of 17, and an older
brother who dropped out in the 11th
grade, so graduating is something very
rare, it has only happened once in my

branch of the Otero family tree. 
After all that, you could also

imagine that my becoming salutatorian is
an amazing blessing and honor.  If it were
not for the faculty and staff here at Brenau
Academy, I would not have been able to
succeed in my studies.  

I would also like to thank the

Seminole Tribe of Florida for paying for
my education all four years, because if it
was not for them, I really would not have
had the chance to stand up here today and
speak with you.

As this year’s salutatorian, and
on behalf of the senior class, I would like
to welcome all who are present at Brenau
Academy’s 2003 Commencement
Exercises. The faculty, who have helped
to give each young woman a good educa-
tion and to be the people we are today,
welcome. To the friends of the graduates,
who have been our shoulder to lean on
and the hand that helped to pick us up
when we had fallen, welcome. 

To the under-
classmen, who
looked up to us,
which helped us to
do and be the best
we could to better
influence you, wel-
come. To the rela-
tives of the gradu-
ates, the ones who
stood behind each
young lady with
words of encour-
agement and some-
times threats, if
needed, welcome. 

And to my fel-
low seniors, who I
have grown up
with over the
years, who I have
shared many
smiles, tears, sto-
ries, classes, and
gossip with, wel-
come. I am not
only welcoming

you to your graduation, I am welcoming
you to your new life. This life is different
from the past 12 years of school. There
will no longer be anyone around to tell
you when to eat, study, and sleep. In this
new life, you will have to take on more
responsibilities, like budgeting your own
money and trying really hard to resist the
temptation of things in this world that can
keep you from reaching your dreams.

In the words of John Michael
Montgomery, “Life’s a dance, you learn as

you go, sometimes you lead, and some-
times you follow.”  

I hope that each of you dance
many different dances in life, and learn
something from each of them. I hope each
of you will lead when you have to oppor-
tunity and never regret it.  I hope each of
you will follow when necessary and never

let your pride get in
the way of it.  I hope
you never take
things for granted.  I
hope that you always
remember where you
came from.  I hope
you never lose faith
in yourselves.  
I hope you never set-
tle for second best.  I
hope you smile more
than once a day.  I
hope you can forgive
others and yourself.
I hope you take the
time to enjoy life.
And I hope that you
have the courage,
faith, and wisdom to
be the best you can
be.

High school is
just one of many
dances in life and in
the words of Garth
Brooks, “We could
have missed the
pain, but we would

have had to have missed the dance” I
hope that none of you regret this dance. 

The night before graduation, an
awards dinner and ceremony was held for
the graduates and underclassmen.
Graduation and the awards ceremony was
attended by  Megan’s Seminole family
and other friends including brother Heath
Otero and cousins Vanessa and Pete
Aguilar, Lynn Himebauch, Education
Advisor, Big Cypress and her husband Ed,
Mondo Tiger,( Jessalyn’s
guardian and Uncle)
Jessalyn Balentine and
Kellie Tigertail (both fresh-
man at Breanu) Stephanie
Hall (Ahfachkee)and
Kellie’s grandmother Mary
Foster-Tigertail. 

At the awards cere-
mony, Megan was honored
with several awards, includ-
ing special recognition as
senior class president pro-
viding leadership to
Breanu’s largest graduating
class ever.  This award
included a certificate and a
sterling silver engraved
charm bracelet.

The President’s
Education Award, which
honors graduating seniors
who have shown outstand-
ing academic improvement
and achievement.  Megan
received a signed certificate
by the current president of
the United States, the U.S.
Secretary of Education and
the Headmaster of their
school.   

As a member of Key Club,
Megan received recognition for achieving
the necessary points for volunteer work,
as well as a commemorative pin from the
city of Gainesville for the Adopt a Stream
project.

“For her high achievement in
Athletics she received the Scholar/Athlete
plaque.  As defined in the Golden Book,
“this award is earned by the graduating
senior with the highest cumulative grade
point average among those who lettered in
a varsity sport during the senior year.”

Our winner this year
may be short, but she
stood tall on the
Volleyball Court and in
our classrooms.  She
has been on the Dean’s
List all year long and
everyone recognize her
desire to excel."  C.
Burel, Teacher Breanu
Academy

Megan is a
member of the Beta
Club and received the
Deans award which
means that she was on
the deans list 6 or more
times with a 93% aver-
age or above.  She has
been on the deans list
consecutively since her
freshman year at
Breanu.  Megan also
received a sterling sil-
ver bowl shaped candle
holder for being in
attendance for four
years at Breanu. 

During the
awards ceremony both
Jessalyn Balentine and
Kelly Tigertail received
honorable mention as
most improved students
from Dr. Lucy Bartlett.  

Kelly also
received recognition as being part of the
“Adopt a Stream” project and honorable
mention for the citizenship award.
Jessalyn served as an usher for the
evening’s festivities.

At the conclusion of the cere-
monies Megan’s friends and family
attended a lunch at the Texas Steak House
where Megan and friends shared tears,
stories and song.  After lunch a small road
trip was planned.  

We drove to the Cabbage Patch

Kid factory where the females in the
group toured the original home of the
“kids” and then drove to Helen, GA, a
replica German town. The graduates had
old fashion pictures taken to commemo-
rate the successes and friendships they
will keep for a lifetime before they all go
on their separate ways.

For this author, I was as proud as
if Megan were one of my own children.
She is to be commended for her persever-
ance, her outstanding accomplishments,
and the bright future she has ahead of her.

Meagan Jean Otero you are a role model
for young people everywhere.  

Megan has asked to publicly
thank those who have helped her achieve
this success.

“I would like to thank the
Seminole Tribe of Florida for paying for
my education, Mitchell Cypress for pay-
ing for my educational trips with the
Academy to Paris, Switzerland, Ireland
and England.   Special thanks to Patrick
McElroy, former education counselor, for
supporting me through everything, to

Lynn Himebauch, Education Advisor, for
all the help this past year.  

A special thank you goes to my
family for being the way they are, which
helped me to be the way I am.  Thank you
to all my friends at home and at school for
being there to help me with my journey.
To my cousin Pete Aguilar and his wife,
for just being who you guys are, which is
amazing, I thank you.  

And last but not least, I would
like to thank the Lord that I finally made
it.”  Megan J. Otero

Megan J. Otero Graduates with Honors

Megan J. Otero, Graduate
Megan poses with family and friends.

The Seminole Tribune 16 July 4, 2003

Diploma from Brenan Academy.

Megan and her fellow students celebrate their graduation.

By Emma Johns Brown
BRIGHTON — The Brighton

Preschool Graduating Class of 2003 cele-
brated a milestone in their lives on May
29 at the Brighton Gymnasium.  This
year’s graduates shared their joy with
family and friends, enjoying entertain-
ment from students, and a lovely dinner.    

Each graduate had a smile from
ear to ear as they walked down the aisle
to receive their diploma.   Parents eagerly
waited to greet their son or daughter as
they crossed over the threshold to kinder-
garten. It’s a new beginning for all the
graduates!

Special thanks to the preschool
parent committee, preschool staff, par-
ents, and tribal officials for making this
graduation a success. 

The Brighton Pre-school class of
2003 is:

Drayton Kayne Billie.  Drayton
is the 5-year-old son of Emerson and
Jeanne Billie.  Drayton’s favorite color is
blue and his favorite foods to eat are
corn, cereal and macaroni and cheese.

When Drayton grows
up he wants to be a
daredevil.

Kailin
Aliandra Brown.
Kailin is the 5-year-
old daughter of Avant
and Emma Brown.
Kailin’s favorite color
is red and her favorite
foods are oranges,
toast, and rice and
tomato gravy.  When
Kailin grows up she
wants to be a police
officer.

Kaylen James
Buster.  Kaylen is the
5-year-old son of
Roderick and Jessica
Buster.  Kaylen’s
favorite color is blue
and his favorite thing

to eat is McDonald’s cheeseburgers,
french fries and chicken nuggets.  Kaylen
wants to be a robber when he grows up.

Ruben Shonie Burgess Jr.
Ruben is the 5-year-old son of Charlotte
Burgess.  Ruben’s favorite color is blue,
and his favorite foods are chicken
nuggets, French fries and hotdogs.
Ruben wants to be a man when he grows
up.

Michael Jeffery Garcia.  Michael
is the 5-year-old son of Wesley Garcia
and Rita Gopher.  Michael’s favorite
foods are eggs with ketchup on the side,
pizza and chicken.  Michael wants to be a
basketball player when he grows up.

Brydgett Thailia Koontz.
Brydgett is the 5-year-old daughter of
Darin and Grace Koontz.  Brydgett’s
favorite color is purple and her favorite
foods to eat are ham and cheese omelets,
and rice krispies.  Brydgett wants to be a
singer when she grows up.

Joshua Jon Madrigal.  Joshua is
the 5-year-old son of John and Mahala
Madrigal.  Joshua’s favorite color is sil-
ver, and his favorite foods are colorful
cereals, doughnuts and steak.  Joshua
wants to be a basketball player when he
grows up.

Imillakiyo RD Osceola.
Imillakiyo is the 5-year-old son of
Richard and Dana Osceola.
Imillakiyo’s favorite color is blue and
his favorite foods to eat are bacon, crab
legs and shrimp.  Imillakiyo wants to be
a fireman when he grows up.

Samuel Lee Osceola.  Samuel
is the 5-year-old son of Tony and
Vanessa Osceola.  Samuel’s favorite
colors are blue pink and all of the col-
ors in a crayon box, and his favorite
food is pizza.  Samuel wants to be a
puppy doctor when he grows up.

Trista Dawn Osceola.  Trista is
the 5-year-old daughter of Larry and
Joanne Osceola.  Trista’s favorite color
is red and her favorite food is corn beef
hash.  Trista wants to be an animal doc-

tor when she grows up.
Yopalakiyo RJ Osceola.

Yopalakiyo is the 5-year-old son of
Richard and Dana Osceola.  Yopalakiyo’s
favorite color is red, and his favorite
foods are mashed potatoes and cereal.
Yopalakiyo wants to be a basketball play-
er when he grows up.

Jayce Tulane Smith.  Jayce is the
5-year-old son of Jamie and Crystal
Smith.  Jayce’s favorite colors are blue,
green and red, and his favorite foods are
chicken and yellow rice and corn beef
has.  Jayce want to be a policeman when
he grows up.

Courtney Elizabeth Gore.
Courtney is the daughter of Donnie and
Lonnie Gore.  Courtney’s favorite color is
blue and her favorite foods are oranges,
peaches and corn.  Courtney wants to be
a cheerleader when she grows up.

Donavine Howard Tiger.
Donavan is the 5-year-old son of Lila
Osceola.  Donavan’s favorite colors are
blue and black.

Student’s future in full bloom.
Emma Johns

Brighton pre-school class of 2003.
Emma Johns

Pre-school graduates bask in the moment.
Emma Johns

Student receives diploma from Louise
Gopher, Assistant Director of
Education.

Emma Johns

Brighton Pre-School Graduation
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