
HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Elliot Alvarado and partner Benny Collins of the 
newly developed Panther Promotions Boxing are two of the novel, fresh, ambitious faces in 
the dog-eat-dog world of the sport.

Both hoped to make a splash as they made their debut in the promotions game at the 

eager talents looking to establish themselves. 

days may still yet to be behind him, currently holding a 3-2 (3 KOs) mark as a professional. 
“The others (boxing promoters) are going to have to change their ways or get out of the way.

As part of Alvarado and Collins new marketing arrangement of quality over quantity 

There are also plans to expand outside of Florida and beyond, explained Harold Weston 
Panther Promotions President of Operations. 

Naii Tobias

Kadin Tommie, 5, wins the Watermelon Eating contest in the 3- to 5-year-old category during 
the Fourth of July/Watermelon Festival on June 30.
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Most know her as Director of the Seminoles’ Family Services 
Division where she provides guidance, support, protection and 
care for Tribal families. But, in her spare time, she has also been 
spearheading the herculean effort to develop a viable Tribal 
Court System. 

“Just getting to the meetings 
and making them happen was a real 

longtime Tribal employee, who is 
married to Miccosukee Court judge 
Andy Buster. “But I look at it this 
way: it’s worth it – a Tribal Court is 
one of the most important things that 
we are developing…not only for my 
department, Family Services, with 
all our dependency cases, but for the 

The original 30-member Tribal 
Court Committee has dwindled to 

called the Judicial Commission 
(Helene Buster, Edna Bowers, Willie 
Johns, Connie Whidden, Alison 
Osceola, Francine Osceola and 
Delores Alvarez). During the early 
years, when folks were confused and 
interest started to wane, Helene says 
she wondered about Tribal leaders in 
the previous administration: “I wasn’t 
real sure they weren’t hoping this would just go away, you 
know -- die in a committee or something. If that’s true, then 
the biggest mistake they ever made is they put me in charge of 
the committee. Something this important, I am not about to let 

Seminole Tribune writer Pete Gallagher caught up with 
busy Helene with a few questions about the special Tribal-

Seminole Tribal Court.

PG: What is a Tribal Court?

HB: It is an actual court system. A Court Committee was 

Constitution has always allowed for a court, but it was never 
implemented. Having a court system will also 
strengthen our sovereignty -- of everything we 
will be able to do with our Court, that is the 
most important thing. It will show everybody 
that we do business with that we Seminoles 
can deal with our own issues. We do not have 
to depend on the state, the feds or anyone else 
to adjudicate or handle any of our problems. 
We can do all of this in-house.

PG: Is it just like the outside court 
system where somebody is given a ticket, 
or accused and hauled in on charges, and 
brought before a judge?

HB: Yes. We’ll have real judges and 
justices. We will have an appeals process. 
That way we have a place to go if something 
needs to be appealed, without going before 
the Council. Our Court system will be an 
entity of its own, that will not be over, or 
under, the eyes of the Council. It’s gonna be a 
separate entity. Once our judges are there, the 

Council will not be able to go in and override 
our judges. To begin with, because of the child 

welfare program and all the dependency cases we have, we 

is pretty much what we’ve been calling it. We are working on 
developing the children’s code now. We’ve been doing that 
probably about a year.  That way, we can have a good package 
together to present to Council.

Chris C. Jenkins

Denis Grachev, right, works his right jab on opponent Eddie Caminero, left, in early round action of 
their title bout at the Hard Rock Live July 9.

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS

Staff Reporter

� Please see PANTHER on page 2C

� Please see TRIBAL COURT on page 2A

� Please see Fourth of July stories and photos on page 3A

IMMOKALEE — Tribal Citizen Edward Aguilar Sr. hosted 
a Community Appreciation Dinner on the evening of June 24 at 
the Immokalee Gym with the assistance of his family. Realizing 

for all the prayers and help they have received during their recent 
traumatic experience, the Aguilar family invited everyone to join 
them in a celebration of life.

Edward Aguilar knows what it means to face your mortality 
and by the grace of God receive a second chance. Suffering from 
a nearly fatal case of pancreatitis, his vital organs went into failure 
and he lapsed into a coma with very little chance of survival.

therapy, he is on a slow journey to recovery. He attributes his 
success to the love and support of his family, friends, Immokalee 
community members, the Tribe and several churches for the power 
of prayer and belief in God's healing.

"The doctors told my family that it would take a miracle for 
me to live and if I did, the chances of my leading a normal life were 
very slim," said Aguilar. "My wife Cindy and my father and mother, 
Pete and Elaine, rarely left my side. The intensive care unit saw a 

workers, community and Tribal members formed a support team.  I 
know in my heart that their prayers sustained my family and gave 
me the strength to live." 

"Our culture believes that it takes a village to raise a child and 

I know that this is true," continued Aguilar. "My grandmother was 
one of the founders of the Immokalee community and this is where 
I grew up. As we grow older, we choose our separate lifestyles but 
no matter how far we wander, our families always welcome us back 
with open arms and a helping hand. The Tribe is one big family and 
we must never forget how fortunate we are to have each other."

During his ordeal, Aguilar underwent numerous surgeries 
and required several pints of blood. Co-workers Maria Billie and 
Crystal Salinas organized a blood drive. On May 23 the Community 
Blood Mobile set up at the Immokalee Administration Building and 

lives will be positively affected by the generosity of Aguilar’s 
support group. Donors comprised members from nearly every 
department of the Immokalee work force, family, friends, 
community members and seniors.

After sharing his feelings of gratitude, Aguilar congratulated 
his parents on their recent retirement and recognized the many 
years of hard work that they endured while dedicating themselves 
to raising their children and helping to provide a future for their 
grandchildren.

"Because of my hospitalization I missed my niece’s (Jessica 
Lopez) high school graduation," said Aguilar. "I want her to 
know proud she has made me. It is important that we encourage 
and inspire our young people to stay in school and celebrate their 
achievements. They hold our future in their hands and our heritage 
depends upon their success."

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

� Please see photo extra on page 7A

HOLLYWOOD — Stephen Bowers can still hear the sounds 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida veteran was drafted into the 

Liaison for the Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, 
Bowers, feels disrespected by those who designed and created the 

Memorial monument on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.
“Why isn’t there a Native American veteran alongside those 

Native American vets everywhere. “Native Americans have 
served in U.S. military actions for over 200 years. Even George 

the statue represent all vets, but Bowers believes the famed artwork 
fails to recognize Native American veterans, an oversight he and 

Seminole Tribune 
editorial (See page 10A). “I’ve read just about everything there 

that of any other Native. With the support of the Florida Seminole 

gather support and bring the issue before the national American 
Indian community.

“There is a Caucasian, Hispanic, and an African-American 

Americans, who per capita put more of our people in that war than 

black Wall of names designed by architect Maya Lin, which was 

“I have, from the start, conceived the work of sculpture with 

BY RAMONA MAROZAS

Special to the Seminole Tribune

� Please see VIETNAM on editorial page 11A

HELENE BUSTER

In the Seminoles’ Native American Veterans Memorial Initiative, Stephen Bowers proposes adding 
a fourth bronze soldier – a Native American – to the famed “Three Servicemen” monument in 
Washington, D.C.



PG: Will the outside world accept and recognize the Seminole 
Court?

HB: Well, you know that’s completely up to us and how we present 
ourselves. The way we have it set up, the way we plan for it to go, it should 
gain that respect and acceptance. 

We will be getting signatures on a Memorandum of Understanding 
from all the various court systems and agencies we deal with on a regular 
basis. I mean, we are working with the DCF (Department of Children and 
Families) of the state of Florida right now, They know it is coming. They 
are ready to turn everything over to us.

PG: They’ve already indicated that to you?

HB: Oh yes. We have conference calls twice a month with different 
entities of DCF, setting up the agreements, so that once everything is set 
for us, that everything will be turned over. They know that it is coming. We 
are going to different conferences and our judges will be going and getting 
training, We will be ready to go. 

PG: How do you pick the judges?

HB:
Commission.

PG: Do judges have to be Seminole Tribal citizens?

HB: This is part of what the “Secretarial Election” is addressing. 
Right now, Article 10 of our Constitution says the judges and justices must 
be enrolled Seminoles between 35 and 70 years of age, never convicted 
of a felony (or, within the last year, a misdemeanor), and meet all other 

We are proposing two versions of changes in the wording of Article 
10: On the ballot they will call these versions Exhibit A and Exhibit B. That 
is what the people are being asked to vote on. Which one do they want? 
Exhibit A says all judges and justices must be enrolled Native Americans, 
35 years or older with no retirement limit, never convicted of a felony and 

Exhibit B says all judges and justices must be enrolled Native 
Americans, 35 years or older with no retirement limit, and, if convicted 
of a felony, it must have happened over 20 years before and civil rights 
must be restored. The two versions are exactly alike except for the 
felony issue. 

while he or she is a judge.

HB: That’s right. There is no change proposed for that. When you see 

say, “Yes,” then you go on and pick either A or B. And we are going around 
now, as a Committee, to all the reservations and all the communities and 
explaining to them about the ballot and how it’s going to look. We are 
trying to encourage people to read everything and be prepared to make a 
decision on that day. But the most important thing is that people come out 
and vote, because right now, if we had a Court System, the Tribal Council 
can overrule. So we really want it to be changed so the Court System can 
be a separate entity from the Council. It will be funded by the Council, but 

PG: How are the judges and justices chosen?

HB:

Consitution it says the Tribal Council or Chairman of the Tribe has the 

away from Tribal Council or the Chairman, what we would do is have the 

pick you, out of the blue. You’ll have to have your application reviewed 

from these.”  If he doesn’t like any of them, then we go back into more 
applications and pick more.

PG: How many judges will there be?

HB: There will be two justices and three judges.

PG: Okay, what’s the difference between justice and judge?

HB:

after that. And they will all be held up to a high standard of character. 
We’re not gonna have no drunk judge.

PG: What other court systems have you researched? Miccosukee?

HB: Oh yes. We’ve actually gone through several court systems. We 
went to a couple of ‘em out in California, Washington State and Mississippi. 
We found that they were working a lot better than I thought they would be. 
I don’t know why I expected them not to be doing as good, but they do 
work. It’s just people will have to get used to it. What I heard at most of 

adjudicate them. So they would try to have the cases taken outside of tribal. 
But once they found out that things could go easier and smoother for them 
in their own court, they started accepting their own courts a lot more. I 
think it will be the same way with us.

PG: Will people have a choice of going to Tribal or an outside 
court, once this is all set up?

HB: Once it is all set up, it is all going to come to us if it happens 
inside our boundaries. As the Director of Family Services, I’ll be sending 
everything that way. Only if it happens outside our boundaries will there 
be a choice. 

PG: Your husband has been a well respected judge in the 
Miccosukee Indian court system for many years.

HB: Even though my husband has always been judge out there, I’ve 
never used that as a way to get in there. They have a new judge out there 
now who seems to be reaching out to Seminoles more to try and work 

to court to see what was going on. My husband and I, we don’t bring our 
jobs home. I don’t discuss with him what happens over here in Seminole 
and he rarely talks about his cases or the goings-on at Miccosukee. 

PG: What about non-Indians?

HB: If there is a non-Indian living on the reservation or, say, a spouse 
of a Tribal member, it will be an “implied consent,” you know you that 
while you are living here on our reservation that you will fall under our 

better get your booty off our rez!

PG: What if a Seminole cop gives a speeding ticket to a non-Indian 
driving through the reservation?

HB:
handle that.

PG: What if the non-Indian doesn’t like that, and wants to go to 
a County court?

HB: Well, we don’t like goin’ out to Broward courts, but we got to. If 

you are on our land and we give you a ticket, you come to our court.  That’s 
how it works in their world and that’s how it will work here. But, I don’t 
want to get too much into criminal court discussions right now, because we 
are not really focusing on criminal issues, right now. To become a criminal 
court, it takes a lot more than does a civil court. You have to have a jail 
system, a holding system and all that. We don’t have any of that yet.

PG: Are there plans to build some judicial buildings?

HB: Yes. Our last administration was agreeable to having a Court 

administration about where it might be built. Later on, hopefully we will 
be able to do that. What we are probably going to do is eventually have 
a courthouse on each reservation If everyone is agreeable to it, the main 
one will be in Big Cypress. Because it is central.  And it will be our only 
courthouse to begin with. Our judges will be like circuit judges, they will 
go to the communities. Like Monday might be Brighton Day and Tuesday 

able to build a courthouse on each of the main reservations.

PG: This is an important election. You’ve been describing a major 
change in the entire Seminole system.

HB: Yes it is. I am so hoping people turn out to vote. I really wanted 
to have this on the ballot during the general election. ‘Cause then I know 
everybody would be voting. We have to have at least 530 voters to make 
this happen, tribal-wide. 530 voters! All I can do when I go to these 
meetings is press upon them the importance of it. We are going to have 
a court system, whether we change it or not, whether we stick with what 
the Constitution says, or whether we change it, it is up to you. As a Tribal 
member, make it important enough!

PG: Do you think most people understand and want this?

HB:
would say, “What if we don’t want a court system?” The whole thing, 
bottom line right now today, is we are going to have a court system.  We’ve 
gone through all the communities and all the changes and every time 
something major is done we come out to you guys and tell you about it, so 

heard about it!
Some people say “Are we going to have it traditional?” And I look at 

Indian in the court who is not familiar with our culture and traditions?” 
First of all, if it gets to court, there is no culture or tradition to that. If it ever 
goes to court why would you want to consider culture and tradition in it? 
When you make decisions with your fellow clans and with your families, 
that is culture and tradition.

PG: Some judicial traditions may be viewed as way out of date. 
You don’t kill children . . 

HB: . . .who were born twins. Right. I’m gonna tell you, a lot of the 
people who are saying these things are not people who are cultural or 
practice traditions anyway. They are just throwing that in there because 
they think everything we do has to have culture and tradition in it. This 

were represented. Now today, we are seven individuals. And we are all 
panthers. And one no-clan.

PG: The Seminoles have had Article 10 in their Constitution for 
54 years. Why is this movement for a Tribal Court coming about now?

HB:
always preferred to handle it themselves. Not that they couldn’t handle it, 
but I think we are at a whole different level of life, now, that we have never 
been at before. We are not as traditional as we would like to appear. And 
therefore our people are going to this outside world and mimicking things 
that are happening there and bringing it back into this world,. And the only 
way that we are gong to be able to keep up with that is by having a judicial 
system. Because we are gonna have to start handling situations like drug 
abuse, alcoholism, child abuse, sexual abuse, and things like that.

PG: Currently, when those issues arise, they are handled by the 
outside. Outside attorney comes in, outside judge makes a decision, 
put ‘em in an outside holding cell and an outside prison . . . 

HB:
by having our own court system, with these terrible things being dealt with 
in front of their own people  maybe it will have a greater impact. Say you 
are Seminole and you rape somebody in your community and you go to 
court over there in Broward County: well, those people don’t know you 
over there. But you go to court over here in Seminole, all of the people 
sitting there listening to your testimony are going to be your family, friends 

in our communities -- when we start looking at ourselves. And we have to 
start really looking at ourselves and stop always blaming outside people 
for what’s happening.
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2 4  H O U R S  A  D A Y

WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo  worked  as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.

SECRETARIAL ELECTION

Amendment of Article X:
Tribal Courts of the Constitution
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida

August 16, 2011



LAKELAND
like a good excuse for a family get-together, so Seminole 

“Let’s have a party! All of us!” 
After all, Tampa Seminole 

Café gaming operations completely 

footprint and scattered the village of 
Tribal families all over West Central 

to locate replacement residential land.

together last spring with the purchase 

County land, just north of Interstate 

west boundary line. Combining large 
green pastures with postcard pretty 
cypress ponds, and a healthy mixture 
of Green swamp and longleaf pine 
forestland, the parcel is now going 
through a federal trust lands review. 

weeks braving inclement weather to 
remove trash from the property and 
spruce it up for the party.

“It really looks good. The 
Seminoles have done a lot of work out 

here. They will be great neighbors,” said Charles Cook, a 
state water biologist whose daughter’s property shares a 
boundary line with the Seminoles. “When we all heard the 

BIG CYPRESS – For the seventh year in a row, the 
Big Cypress Reservation hosted its annual Watermelon 
Festival.

This time, however, the location and setting was 
different, as the seventh annual Watermelon Festival and 

in past years were separated and held at the Big Cypress 
Softball Field – featured a slew of bounce houses, a 
Bungy-jumping ride and water slides for the Tribal 
and community youth, to name just a few amenities. In 
addition, there were a series of Watermelon Festival-based 
contests that tested the skills of the Tribal participants.

With more than 25 Big Cypress Tribal departments 
out on the Rodeo Grounds with their booths on full 
display, Tribal citizens, community members and 

available to them.
“It was not all work and no play,” Big Cypress Tribal 

citizen Toi Andrews said. “What I liked was that all the 
different departments were able to interact and get to 
know one another better. I feel that it was also a great 
time for our community to interact with each other and 
get to know our employees at the same time.”

A standout action at the Big Cypress Reservation’s 

race. With several different age groups in competition, it 
was a relatively quick one around a course that tested to 
see which Tribal citizen can run the fastest while holding 
the watermelons above their heads without dropping it.

In the Tribal adult category, it was a tight race 
between the likes of Toi Andrews, Barbara Billie, Nadine 

began as anybody’s race to win, it was Andrews who 
found a way to plow ahead and power her way past the 
competition toward the end, zooming her way around the 

“It always feels great to come out on top, but I did not 
compete to come out on top,” Andrews said. “I competed 
to enjoy the festivities.”

The seed-spitting contests and the watermelon-
eating contests were the other two Watermelon Festival-
based competitive activities.

Andrews offered her conclusion of how all of the 
Watermelon Festival contests turned out.

 “Overall, the watermelon races were awesome,” 
Andrews said. “It was so exciting to watch the kids race 
each other with all the different races dealing with the 
watermelons.”

Meanwhile, over at the Big Cypress Rodeo 
Arena, several Tribal adults took to the horseshoes, 

BY PETER B. GALLAGHER

Special Projects Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Chairman James E. Billie brings his daughter Aubie 
Billie on stage to say the blessing before dinner at 
the Fort Pierce Forth of July celebration July 2 held 
at the Chupco Ranch. 

Judy Weeks

Photo above, Edward Aguilar cools off under the waterfall during the 
Immokalee July 4 water park excursion.
Left photo, Immokalee’s Fourth of July trip to the water park gives 
Denise Gonzales a chance to play mermaid.

Rachel Buxton

Chrissy Tommie gets patriotic as she gets painted with red, 
white and blue at the face painting booth.

Rachel Buxton

The Brighton women try their luck at the watermelon roll July 4 during Brighton’s Fourth of July celebration at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

Judy Weeks

Naples community members decorate a float for the annual City of Naples Fourth of July Parade.

� See more photos on page 12A

� See more photos on page 6A

� See more photos on page 8A

BY NAJI TOBIAS

Staff Reporter

Peter Gallagher

This is one of three picturesque ponds on the new Seminole Polk County property. 
Application has been made for federal trust status for this land, which will soon bring 
back together the former residents of the Tampa reservation. 

� Please see TAMPA PARTY on page 6A

� Please see WATERMELON FEST on page 4A

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal youth and adults enjoy one of the many games on hand at the annual Hollywood Fourth of July 
community celebration at the reservation softball fields on July 4. Other activities included horseshoes, 
bounce-houses, a petting zoo, horse rides, lunch, dinner and a fireworks demonstration. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Alyssa Bowers tries to pet a baby calf in the petting zoo.
Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen Jerome Davis aims for his target in partners play of the 
horseshoe toss.

� See more photos on page 7A



Chris C. Jenkins

From left, Hollywood Tribal Board and Council Reps. Chris 
Osceola and Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. look for the winning 
numbers in a game of bingo.

Chris C. Jenkins

Photo above, from left, Daniell Sharp, Phalyn Osceola and Savannah Huggins together as participants 
in the 18- to 35-year-old contemporary category of the women’s clothing contest as part of the 
Council and Board sponsored Hollywood Reservation centennial. 
Right photo, Charles Osceola enjoys playing in one of several bounce houses at the Hollywood 
centennial.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal youth stand ready at the starting line to participate in the 40-yard dash. The event also 
featured T-shirts, games, bounce houses, lunch and dinner. 

It’s all about the water! In order to make your pool look inviting, you 
need to keep the water crystal clear. Therefore you should understand 
the components that make your pool water safe and ideal for swimming. 
The components (chlorine and pH) are tested based on a part per million 
(ppm) measurement. This is the measurement of the parts of a substance in 
relation to one million parts by volume of pool water.

During the summer months it is essential to maintain pool water 
quality.  Basic routine maintenance to keep pool water crystal clear should 
include the following:

Pool water testing is also essential.  A basic pool test kit from the pool 

and the returns

color range
Test strips can also be used as a basic indicator of water quality.  Use 

the strips that show the chlorine, alkaline, pH and cyanuric acid.

to be at a safe range for swimming and should be monitored daily. The 

using chlorine tablets, avoid inhaling or touching your eyes, keep children 
and pets away and wash hands after handling the tablets.

 The pH balance of the water impacts the effectiveness of the chlorine 

is between 7.4 and 7.6 ppm. If the test reading is below 7.2 ppm then 

indicates the water is more on the alkaline side.  An imbalance of pH can 
result in the following: 

Under these conditions, please contact your pool supply store for 
advice. Remember to have life saving equipment readily available before 
swimming.

BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD

Environmental Health Program

they competed against each other in tournament 
fashion.

departments were on board with the concept of 

know that there was a big drought this past season; 
that’s not the best condition for watermelons to 
grow. But with that said, we wanted to celebrate 

Tommie also touched on the importance of 
keeping the Seminole culture alive, regardless 
of what community event takes place on the Big 

to remain who you are, who you grew up with 
and what your ancestors taught you. To remain 
unconquered is to keep your tradition alive, culture 
alive, to keep your people alive and to keep your 

a whole lot more to me. He is one of the reasons 

Andrews offered some parting thoughts of the 
entire holiday-themed spectacle.

worked out; kudos to them. I also would like to 
say kudos to all the other departments for doing 

the conclusion of the watermelon harvest, which 
typically ends between mid-April and mid-May. 

this year’s festival.

month of May for the past few years, while the 

holiday weekend.

a festival of this magnitude and to conclude the 

Bingo Hall facility.

� WATERMELON FEST
From page 3A

Naji Tobias

From left, in the 55-and-up senior category, Susie Jumper, Violet Jim and Mable Jim are in fierce competition 
against each other in their quest to be the first one to finish eating the watermelon slices administered to them, 
as Mable Jim comes out on top.

Naji Tobias

Ricky Doctor, right, aims for his target in the Fourth of July Horseshoe 
Tournament, with Rudy Osceola looking on.

Naji Tobias

Keaton Billie, 6, enjoys his experience on the Euro Bungy 
jumper.

Naji Tobias

It’s a close race between Virginia Tommie, left, and Louise Osceola in the 
55-and-up senior category of the watermelon holding race. Osceola edges 
Tommie for first place as they both cross the finish line.

Naji Tobias

Jared McInturff, 10, plays a game of archery at the Big 
Cypress Administrative Services booth.

FORT LAUDERDALE — The Tribe made a special presentation 

As many Americans celebrated the ultimate day in Patriotism, 

said, hearing of the event through longtime friend Sherman Mosely, a  

story as in his-story, but the story of these folks and us (as Seminoles) 

Natives are still the same in many areas.

Park, located in Dania Beach. 

today let us remember to advance and move forward together and 

known as Sistrunk Blvd).

Chris C. Jenkins

Fort Lauderdale NAACP First Vice President Bertha Smith, second from left, joins 
Presentation Organizer Richard Osceola, left, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. 
Osceola Jr., second from right, and Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank, right, with a 
special painting by Noah Billie called “Never Surrender” as part of open house and ribbon 
cutting ceremonies held at the new Fort Lauderdale branch office of the NAACP on July 4. 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS

Staff Reporter



IMMOKALEE — In order to accommodate the vast number of 

occasions.

later years she frequently told the Tribal youngsters that education is an 
important asset no one can take away from you. Heeding her own advice, 

on SR-29. Their goal was to bring their families closer to public schools and 
year round employment in the agricultural community. She considered this her 
home even after starting her own family and moving to LaBelle.

to a piece of land dedicated for their permanent use on Stockade Road. 
Taking the back seat out of her car, she helped cut cabbage fans and build 
chickees for what would become the Immokalee Reservation.

As the Reservation grew, Aguilar took on additional responsibilities 

commitment to her community and the Seminole Tribe. Past Immokalee 

has done her share to insure a future for the Tribe." 
Acting on behalf of the Immokalee Reservation employees, Maria 

Billie thanked Aguilar for her compassion, understanding and fairness as 

family. It gave us purpose and inspiration as we worked beside her." 
As the microphone was passed throughout the assemblies, a chorus 

Among her greatest attributes was the ability to see everyone as an equal 
regardless of their condition in life. Tribal leaders, members, pastors, 
family and friends acknowledged the devotion of a Tribal icon who will 
always hold a special place in their hearts.

Speaking on behalf of the Immokalee elders, their mothers and 
grandmothers who envisioned a dream, Linda Beletso said, "You answered 
our prayers when you brought us a church and helped shape a future for our 

leaders present, Buster led the group in prayer and thanked God for the 
miracles that he has performed: "Life is precious, it is like a shadow. 

truly blessed us. Let us preserve our heritage and carry on his good works."

are not enough words to thank her for everything that she has done. She is 

from the bottom of our hearts."

enough for your kind words. However, what I really appreciate is your 
giving me this opportunity to thank you for trusting and believing in me. In 
my heart I feel that all of you are my family and I have found the strength 

"My mother always said to treat people as you would want to be 
treated and she opened her heart to everyone unconditionally," continued 

Pete worked tirelessly as an agricultural crew leader, grove foreman and 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk has 

that paves the way for technological and safety enhancements of its well-
regarded structure.

towers. The nine-foot tall structures, erected at three strategically-placed 

solar panel at the tower’s top.

eliminate the need for any cords or power lines. It was primarily designed 
with the patrons’ safety in mind, as guests are now able to simply push a 
button at any one of the three towers if they want to reach any Ah-Tah-Thi-

The phone towers are made up of metal device, known as a stanchion. 

on aesthetics and safety, the stanchions were mounted to the concrete pillars 
and had to be free standing, according to code enforcement rules.

erected in the following locations:
Area 14 (West Side) – Clan Pavilion

Area 28 (Back Side) – Ceremonial Grounds
Area 41 (East Side)

get us to respond pretty quickly. All they have to do is stay at their location 

The safety device is deemed to be ADA-compliant, according to Davis.

As for the appeal of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk, the 
handrails have been revamped for the purpose of making the structure safer 
and more aesthetically friendly for the guests.

replaced by a synthetic material called Moisture Shield, according to Davis. 
It’s a plastic device that is designed to keep the handrails from cracks, 
warps and splints.

Davis said the handrail replacement, part of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum’s ongoing maintenance program, is also environmentally-friendly, 
as it is made to be mildew-resistant.

improvements made to the boardwalk.

want to keep the area aesthetically pleasing to our guests and continue 

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal citizen George Billie, left, and Pedro Zepeda, right, take a look 
and touch the renovated handrails on the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk on 
June 27. Zepeda said the handrail improvements will give patrons more of a “safety 
net” to work with, thus making for perhaps a splinter-free experience.

Judy Weeks

Priscilla Sayen, right, watches as Wanda Bowers, left, ceremoniously wraps 
Elaine Aguilar in a quilt signifying the warmth of love and compassion she has 
shared with her people.

Judy Weeks

Big Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman recognizes Pedro Aguilar 
Sr. for his years of service at the B.C. Hot Meals.

Judy Weeks

Big Cypress Board Rep. Mondo Tiger presented Elaine Aguilar with a gold bracelet 
in recognition of her many years of service to the members of the Seminole Tribe.

Judy  Weeks

Immokalee Seminole 4-H Coordinator Melonie Hamlett, center, said, “Participation in the Fun 
Day by all of the Tribal Departments showed the support from the Reservation to the kids of our 
community and we are grateful to the Immokalee Seminole Casino for providing a terrific lunch.”

Judy  Weeks

Photo above, brothers Kyle and Alphonso Alvarado cool off in the super Slip ‘N’ Slide at the 
Immokalee 4-H Fun Day on July 13.
Right photo, Haley Hollaway samples a snow cone from the multitude of treats provided by 
each of the Reservation Departments for the Immokalee 4-H Fun Day.

Naji Tobias

Here’s a look at the nine-foot tall cellular phone tower at the Ceremonial Grounds 
station of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk, complete with a built-in 
stanchion and a solar panel at the top. The panels are said to be most effective 
in sunlight. 

BY NAJI TOBIAS

Staff Reporter

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer



The Environmental Resource Management 
Department (ERMD) was created in 1987 by the 
Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to protect and evaluate the Tribe’s land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the Seminole Water 
Commission which was created in 1989 by the Tribal 
Council. The Commission, with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to protect the quality 
of surface water within the boundaries of the Tribe’s 
reservations. ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and Community Planning 
and Development and works with Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. in the development and management of 
tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education 
and dissemination of information that aims to 
environmental compliance, ERMD will publish a 
series of articles that inform and educate the Seminole 
community and citizens in general about common 
practices that can potentially harm our environment 
and alternative practices that can minimize or prevent 
the adverse impacts to our health and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, comments and 
questions. Please send them to isidroduque@semtribe.
com or contact us at (954) 965-4380

The following article about plastic water bottles 
is the third article in our series.  

Many people love the convenience that plastic 
water bottles can offer for a person on the go.  
However, this convenience comes at a cost to your 
health and the environment. Initial environmental 

streams and underground aquifers become depleted 
by the excessive withdrawal of water from the bottled 
water industry.  Additional pollution is inevitable with 
the increase use of bottled water, from manufacturing, 
packaging, storing and shipping to the end use by the 
consumer. The United States is the largest consumer 
of water bottles in the world, adding approximately 29 
billion water bottles to the problem each year.  

Mostly all plastic water bottles are manufactured 
from polyethylene terephthalate (PET) and in order 
to meet the high demand of plastic water bottles, 

manufactures utilize 17 million barrels of crude oil. 
This is enough oil to fuel a million cars for 12 months. 
To put this large quantity of oil in perspective you 

way with oil; that’s about how much oil was needed 
to produce that single plastic bottle. Additional 
economic and environmental costs are associated with 
the packaging, storing and shipping of bottled water.         

Pollution of plastics within the environment are 
produced with the improper disposal of plastic water 
bottles by the consumer.  Nationally, only 10 percent 
of plastic water bottles are recycled; 90 percent end up 
as either garbage or liter. When plastics break down 
they don’t biodegrade they photodegrade.  This means 
that the plastic water bottle material breaks down into 
smaller pieces but never disappears completely.  Small 
particles of plastics readily absorbed pre-exciting 
organic pollutants including Bisphenol A (BPA) and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). These plastic 
particles contaminate soil, waterways and animals 
upon ingestion.

Now that you know the facts about manufacturing 
and pollution caused by plastic water bottles you may 
wonder why more people don’t drink water from the 
tap.  It is a common misconception that bottled water is 
cleaner and healthier for you.  However in comparison 
to bottled water, tap water is often subject to more 
stringent regulations and testing than bottled water.  
A four-year review of the bottled water industry was 
performed by the National Resource Defense Council 
(NRDC) and independently tested the water quality 
of over 1,000 bottles of water. Their conclusions of 
the study indicated that there is no assurance that just 
because water is bottled it is cleaner or safer than tap 
water. 

 In fact, approximately 25 percent or more of the 
bottled water tested is really tap water in a bottle with no 
additional treatment. Plastic bottles themselves may be 
the source of decreased water quality as the chemicals 
in the plastic bottles may leach into the water. Tap water 
is a cleaner and healthier choice when compared to 
bottled water and is also a fraction of the cost. In order to 
decrease the use of bottled water in your homes ERMD 
recommends the use of glass or steel reusable bottles.  If 
plastic water bottles are used please remember to recycle. 
Additional questions regarding water quality may be 

BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

The Hollywood Tribal 
preschoolers and 
staff recite the Tribal 
Pledge of Allegiance 
during the Grand Entry 
ceremonies of the 
Hollywood centennial 
Pow-Wow held at 
the Seminole Okalee 
Indian Village July 1-3. 
The three-day event 
featured dancers from 
the U.S. and Canada, 
a wildlife show, 
traditional Seminole 
arts and crafts, 
foods and a special 
appearance by Tribal 
officials.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal Chairman James E. Billie welcomes special guests 
and dignitaries to the opening day of the Pow-Wow.

Chris C. Jenkins

From left, Tribal citizens Wanda Bowers and daughter 
Christine McCall participate in a special welcoming ceremony 
during the Pow-Wow. 

IMMOKALEE — A community block party 
drew the residents of Immokalee from their homes 
and into the street for a family style get together on the 
evening of June 20. 

An afternoon rain storm didn't dampen spirits. The 
participants enjoyed the cooling effect that the rain had 
on a lazy summer evening. A large tent blocked off 
the street extension connecting Ethel Frank Court and 
John Jimmie Boulevard and created a staging area for 
the event.

"Our theme of 'Dancing in the Streets' was 
designed to promote family togetherness and sober 
celebrations," said Immokalee Family Services Site 
Supervisor Billie Napper-Bodway. "The strength 
of this reservation is the ability of the residents and 
employees to pull together as a team and they did an 
awesome job. Each of the departments contributed 
food and drink donations along with decorations, game 
plans and prizes. With community support, success 

was inevitable."
 A continuous crowd of young people surrounded 

the Fitness Wheel hoping for a spin that would win 
them something from the wonderful stack of prizes. 

This year's bright yellow T-shirts transformed 

danced and swayed to the musical classics. The disk 
jockey frequently changed the repertoire and was 
quick to respond to personal requests that were made 
throughout the evening.

A professional guru, the disk jockey joined the 
group to lead off the Cha-Cha-Slide, Chicken Dance, 
Cotton-Eye Joe and the Hula Hoop Contest. The 
younger generation vied for opportunities to take 
over the microphone and serenade their audience. 
Everybody was a winner in the dance and singing 
contests.

"This community is in love with life," said Abuse 
Prevention Specialist Fred Mullins. "They are proof 
that it is great to be drug and alcohol free as they get 
high on their own enthusiasm."

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

Children gather around Dennis Gonzales and Liz Pickering of Recreation and 
Fitness for a chance to win prizes with a spin of the Fitness Wheel during 
Immokalee’s Community Block Party on June 20.

Judy Weeks

Hula-Hoop champion Raymond James 
Mora puts a new spin on Dancing in the 
Street.

Judy Weeks

Learning to swim is easy for Blake Osceola in the water 
park kiddie pool in Immokalee.

Judy Weeks

Jailee Yzaguirre, Haley Holloway, Shyanna Escobar, Ava Nunez 
and Jaycee Dimas were bounce house buddies at the Immokalee 
4th of July Celebration. 

�

from a giant casino to Wal-Mart World!”
Not so, says Liaison Henry, waving his arm out 

over the scope of the property: “The great majority 
of this land will stay exactly as it is now. We will 
only take a small part for our individual homes and a 
Tribal headquarters – necessary development.” Henry 
arranged for a swamp buggy tour of the terrain for 
Cook and his family.

Over 100 Tribal citizens of all ages showed up 
for the Saturday afternoon events, which included 
paintball wars, giant rolling balls, a bubble bath pool 
and soccer and football contests for the kids, as well 

ample refreshments kept the searing Florida heat at bay. 
Country music from a deejay and a wonderful catered 
meal squared off the party.

“It will be fun getting back together, all of us, in 
one village,” said Bobby Henry, the erstwhile Tribal 
rainmaker. Henry recalled back in 1979 when Tribal 
Chairman James E. Billie asked if he would move his 
family to live on the brand new Tampa Reservation. 
“I said, ‘Sure!’ All 17 of us came down here and we 
started building chickees.”

It was pointed out that the original 17 has grown 
to more than 120. “We’ve been busy,” laughed Bobby 

Seminole history. “And now we got a lot more chickees 
to build.”

� TAMPA PARTY
From page 3A

Peter Gallagher

Children, suds and water add up to Fourth of July fun in the 
Polk County, Fla., heat.

Peter Gallagher

It was Curtis Motlow’s lucky day! He won the month’s (week’s?) supply of toilet paper at the Tampa Fourth of July raffle!



�

BIG CYPRESS – Country music superstar John Anderson has never 
forgotten how important the Seminole Indians have been for his career. In 
1992, with his Hall of Fame career on the skids, the Apopka native said 
“I went back to my roots,” spending time with his Seminole friends out 
on the Big Cypress Reservation, hunting and playing his guitar around the 

There the distinctive song stylist gained the inspiration for his mega 
hit “Seminole Wind,” a song, album and video, which catapulted Anderson 
back to the top of the charts and granted him a statesman status right up with 
the likes of Hank Williams and Johnny Cash.  

“All I wanted to do was write a song about Florida,” he told a small 
gathering of fans at the Swamp Water Café, out at Big Cypress, recently. 
“When we came up with Seminole Wind we knew we achieved our goal . . 
. and got a hit record at the same time!”

Anderson, buoyed by the news that his longtime pal Chief Jim Billie 
had returned to the Chairmanship of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, grabbed 

from Nashville on June 12 to personally congratulate the latest squad of 
Tribal leaders. 

“I felt like I wanted to do something special for Jim Billie, Mondo and 
all the others,” he said. “They’ve all done so much for me.”

Anderson pulled his van into Big Cypress, where he had resurrected 
his career so many years ago. An impromptu concert was scheduled; 
attendees included Chairman Billie, Big Cypress Councilman Mondo Tiger, 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and anyone who had access to the last-
minute, word-of-mouth “grapevine.”

“The Human Jukebox” Raiford Starke set up a small sound system 
in the back of the restaurant and played a few opening tunes, providing a 
startling imitation of Anderson’s distinctive voice on one song that brought 
loud applause from the country star. 

included all of his hit songs, sung sparsely (with just the one accompanist) 
but powerfully in the stone quiet intimate room. Anderson paid heartfelt 
tribute, several times, to his Seminole friends and fans, thanking them for 
“all your support of me and my music. I could not have accomplished so 
much without you.” 

lining up for photographs with, and/or autographs from, their favorite 
country singer. Both Anderson and Spivey stayed late into the night, at one 
point giving lessons to talented Kowoko Billie, a son of the Chairman and a 
near-virtuoso on the ukulele, in his own right. 

BY PETER GALLAGHER

Special Projects Reporter

Peter Gallagher

Old friends: John Anderson, Bobby Henry and Joe Spivey in their Seminole garb.

Peter Gallagher

Seminole musician Kowoko Billie shows John Anderson a few licks on the 
ukulele. 

Peter Gallagher

The Jim Billie Clan gathered at the Swamp Water Café and posed for a photo 
with John Anderson after the show.

Peter Gallagher

“Blow blow Seminole Wind,”  sings songwriter John Anderson, as fiddler Joe Spivey 
plays the familiar refrain known the world over.
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Judy Weeks

Edward Aguilar and his parents Elaine and Pedro Aguilar Sr. thank Linda Beletso, Rachel Billie and 
Mary Sanchez for their endless prayers and support.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Pedro Zepeda takes his young son Kyle on his first trip to 
the beach with the Naples Community on June 10 at Delnor 
Wiggins Pass State Park.

Eliska Slavik, Nicole 
Slavik and Serena Zepeda 
dry off in the shade of 
the mangroves at Delnor 
Wiggins Pass State Park 
in Naples while they wait 
for their picnic lunch to 
come off the grill. They 
were among approximately 
30 Naples community 
members who attended the 
end of the school year beach 
party on June 10. Naples 
community members took 
part in a variety of activities 
that included swimming, 
volleyball, shelling and 
sandcastle building during 
their annual beach outing.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Connie Slavik and her daughter Nicole push off from the 
beach to try out their kayaking skills. 

Rachel Buxton

Deliah Carrillo gets air as she leaps over the barrel during 
one of the Brighton Fourth of July obstacle courses.

Rachel Buxton

Photo above, Gary Sampson goes glasses deep into his plate to win the pie eating 
during Brighton’s Fourth of July celebration July 4 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena.
Center photo, Elle Thomas keeps coordination as she hops through the obstacle 
course hoops.

Rachel Buxton

Keenan Jones uses all of his strength to push the 80-pound 
weight past the line.

Rachel Buxton

Sisters Amanda Smith, left, and Brittany Smith pull as hard as they can to make it all the way 
to the tug-of-war finals 



IMMOKALEE — The Seminole Indian 4-H concluded its 2011 season with a 
banquet in the entertainment pavilion of the Seminole Casino Immokalee on June 28. The 
event focused on recognition of the responsibility, dedication and personal growth of its 
participants.

"A great deal of effort goes into raising a livestock project," said Seminole 4-H 
Coordinator Polly Hayes. "It means shouldering a lot of responsibility and commitment 
by other family members. I am extremely proud of all the youngsters that participated in 
the 2011 4-H season and want to acknowledge their hard work, diligence and positive 
attitude."

Since the beginning of the Seminole 4-H more than 50 years ago, the program has 
seen enormous growth. Hayes acknowledged that the backbone of its success lies in 
the competent hands of the 4-H staff from each of the reservations and their ability to 
coordinate local family cooperation.

"Our rotation schedule brought this year's banquet to Immokalee, and I want to 
congratulate our Immokalee 4-H Assistant Melonie Hamlett on the tremendous job that 
she has done," said Hayes. "All of our leaders have given 100 percent to the program, 
and I want to take this opportunity to recognize the other members of my staff of Dionne 
Smedley, Donald Hayes, Emma Urbina, Michael Bond, Dallas Nunez, Yolanda Gore and 
Big Cypress Leaders Toi Andrews and Crystal Wilcox.” 

Extension Agent Tish Roland, who congratulated this year's 4-Hers and emphasized 
the impact that they can make throughout their community. Respecting others, exerting 

positive peer pressure and being examples of responsibility and commitment can go a long 
way toward shaping the future.

"Pat yourselves on the back for having completed a great year and look forward to 
the next one," said Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. "You can learn a lot 
from the 4-H Program and carry it with you into the future. Dedication, responsibility and 
commitment build strength and purpose."

Presenting plaques to the cattle and swine producers, the 4-Hers recognized that 
a successful project gets its beginning from a quality foundation. This year's Grand 
Champion Steer came from the herd of Scotty Baxley and the Reserve Grand Champion 
belonged to Josh Jumper. Both Swine Champions were a product of Dale McQuillen.

Special recognition was given to the graduating seniors: Ty Huff, Jessica Lopez, 
Ashton Baxley, Preston Smith, Quinton Smith and Justin Roff. 

"I want to extend an invitation to all of our graduating seniors to return and share 
their experiences," said Small Animal Leader Emma Urbina. "I started in 4-H with sewing 
projects, small animals, swine and steers. Today I hold a job in the cattle industry. I am 
raising a family in 4-H and committed to helping the next generation achieve their goals. 
My husband Jessie works with the Swine projects. 4-H helps build strong families and 
communities."

The 4-H assistants made the presentation of awards for the Steer, Swine and Small 

important role that they play in a successful 4-H season.

proceeds from the sale of their livestock, their graded record books and a 4-H T-shirt. 
Trophies were presented to the small animal owners.

Chris C. Jenkins

Patrons stand in line at one of 20 varieties of food trucks during the Miami Food 
Truck Rally/movie night at the Hard Rock Seminole Paradise valet parking lot on 
June 16. The new tradition in entertainment was introduced by Tribal citizen Jimmie 
‘Jimbo’ Osceola targeting families of Broward, Dade and surrounding counties and 
will run every week on Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. through August and will 
also feature alcoholic beverages and seating.   

Chris C. Jenkins

Local patrons talk under the stars while enjoying the Adam Sandler/Drew 
Barrymore hit ‘50 First Dates.’

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal elder Jimmie Hank Osceola, seated right, relaxes with fellow friends and 
patrons before movie time. 

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

2011 Seminole Indian 4-Hers attended a year-end banquet at the Seminole Casino Immokalee on June 28.

Judy Weeks

Dionne Smedley, right, awards Jessica Lopez, center, and Ty Huff as graduating 
seniors.

Judy Weeks

Seminole Indian 4-H Coordinator Polly Hayes 
congratulates the 2011 4-Hers and her staff.

Judy Weeks

Kaley Zepeda puts on her red, white and blue to 
celebrate Independence Day.

Judy Weeks

O.B. Osceola III helps his sister, Bryce, blow up balloons for the Juanita Osceola Center 
Fourth of July float.

Judy Weeks

The Juanita Osceola Center in Naples sponsored a float in the annual City of Naples Fourth of July Parade 
from which the community members showered the spectators with candy.

�



HOLLYWOOD — Five lucky Tribal youth 
participated in SMP’s Youth Media Production 
Workshop during July 10-16 to learn the ins and 
outs of the journalism and media industries, all while 
producing a music video for Spencer and Zachary 
“Doc” Battiest.

Comprised of Alisia Billie, Turquoise Battiest, 
Tatiana Herrera, Le’Andrea Mora and Preston 
Osceola, the Alpha Reds joined a team of instructors 
for their week-long assignment showcasing the Tribal 
musical duo’s single, “The Storm.” 

“I came to learn about what it takes to make a 
music video,” said Preston. 

Other group members attended in hopes of 
pursuing a career in the media industry.

“I just want to be a camera operator because it’s 
really fun,” Turquoise said about her possible future 
career.

Aside from learning how to operate cameras 
supplied by SMP and work the Red One camera, the 
students learned the importance of building a working 
relationship with the directors and the cast. Students 
even played the role of wardrobe designers for the 
brothers.

Director of photography Clint Childers said 
he enjoyed using all of the different setups, which 

under the famed Council Oak tree and at Paradise 
Live at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood.

instructors came to SMP to learn how to edit. While 
the group found editing to be challenging, they 
worked together with their instructors to create a 
successful music video. 

The young entrepreneurs presented their 
completed video to family and friends at the Tribal 

workshop.

HOLLYWOOD — The Native Productions 
group got a chance to have fun learning and 
experiencing what it takes to create a news broadcast, 
replacing the original Seminole Channel hosts Briana 
D’Andrea and Everett Osceola. 

During the week of July 10-16, Julian Billie, 
Deidra Hall, Victoria Lacey, Kaylan Osceola, Tori 
Osceola and Talon Youngman had a chance to receive 
a crash course in broadcasting at SMP’s Youth Media 
Production Workshop. 

Filmed in the Hollywood Headquarters 
auditorium, instructors taught the fundamentals of 

“The making of the show itself was a great 
opportunity to become comfortable and calm during 

Julian.
Instructor Everett Osceola said he felt relieved 

to have the participants take over his job as it showed 

While some participants found their niche in 

the industry, others were just glad to share in the 
experience with one another. 

“The one thing I liked the most out of the whole 
experience was how interested everyone was in the 

segment. I admit, editing the reels was my favorite 
part of the whole workshop. I hope to see the same 
groups and more come and participate next year.” 
said Victoria Lacey.  

Special features of the workshop this year were 
an exclusive visit and tour of NBC6 in Miramar and a 
surprise visit from former Miami Heat player Alonzo 
Mourning. Mourning spoke about his struggles and 
successes, and also how no matter what someone 
says, you should always keep your head up and do 
what it is you’re best at.

“I really liked how they kept us busy — if that 
meant viewing the cameras, listening to the audio 
or watching the setups — everyone was always 
involved,” said participant Deidra. 

Their jam-packed week also included bowling at 
SpareZ, playing games at Dave & Buster’s, indoor 
carting at Xtreme Karting and attending a Rihanna 
concert at the Bank Atlantic Center.

Chris C. Jenkins

Victoria Lacey works on a custom beaded bracelet as 
part of several craft demonstrations.

Chris C. Jenkins

James Holt of the Okalee Village, left, talks specifics about a baby alligator 
on display with a patron outside of the Sunset Grill restaurant celebrating the 
Hollywood 100th anniversary at the Coconut Creek Casino on June 28.

Chris C. Jenkins

Long-time popular rock band Seven Mary Three (or 7M3) performs on stage for guests as part of the inaugural 
Beer-B-Que festival held at the Hard Rock valet parking lot July 3. The event welcomed hundreds of Broward 
and Dade county patrons for beer and alcohol sampling, food, music and a fireworks demonstration during 
the Independence Day weekend. 

Chris C. Jenkins

The week kicked off with a behind-the-scenes tour of the operations and live taping at The NBC-6 Studio in Miramar, Fla.

Chris C. Jenkins

Co-Anchors Briana D’Andrea and Everett Osceola mentor participants for The 2011 Youth Media Production Workshop.

Aimee Hoyt

Y.M.P.W. participants pose with guest speaker and NBA Champion 
Alonzo Mourning after he delivered words of encouragement, about the 
importance of continued education on July 13.

Chris C. Jenkins

SMP staff member Ryan Watson teaches Y.M.P.W. students how to operate a Broadcast 
DV Camera.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tori Osceola and Julian Billie practice their anchoring skills for The Seminole 
Channel ‘Takeover’ Show.

Chris C. Jenkins

Talon Youngman delivers sports & travel in The Seminole Channel ‘Takeover’ Show.

BY JULIAN BILLIE, DEIDRA HALL, VICTORIA LACEY, KAYLAN 

OSCEOLA, TORI OSCEOLA AND TALON YOUNGMAN

Y.M.P.W. Participants
BY TURQUOISE BATTIEST, ALISIA BILLIE, TATIANA HERRERA, 

LE’ANDREA MORA AND PRESTON OSCEOLA

Y.M.P.W. Participants
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- Stephen Bowers is Seminole Liaison to the Florida Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs

 James E. Billie

 Stephen D. Bowers

9th Intercessory

Prayer Gathering

The Seminole Tribe of Florida

Calling All Prayer Warriors!

October 22, 2011
Big Cypress
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- Ramona Marozas is a citizen of the 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians and a student reporter working 
with the Native American Journalists 
Association (NAJA) 

Criminal Defense AttorneyCriminal Defense Attorney
GUY SELIGMAN, P.A.GUY SELIGMAN, P.A.

Here at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
we are honored to have been asked to 
contribute to a monthly column in the 
Tribune. We think this will be an excellent 
outlet for us to announce museum programs, 
ask questions of Tribal members, showcase 
new collection pieces and highlight our 
programming.  The staff at the Museum are 
looking forward to introducing themselves 
and what they do to the readers. For our 
inaugural column, we thought we would 
start with a topic that we will also be 
covering in our Fall issue of the “AQ”, 
the early cattle programs of the Tribe. The 
business of cattle always has been and will 
continue to be integral to Tribal members 
and we have are excited to share what your 
Museum has in its collections!

BY JAMES POWELL

Associate Registrar

Photograph (1999.40.15) of unidentified signing event

If you have additional information on this photograph including participants 
and the occasion for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 
877-902-1113 to share your knowledge.

� VIETNAM
From page 1A

La Florida, 1584

More than 20,000 artifacts, archival items and experiences 
representing Seminole history and living culture over the past 300 years.

Most of the Seminole war leaders signified their 
refusal to sign the removal treaty by not touching 

the pen. Osceola stuck his knife in the treaty.  
Turned out to be a pretty good signature for him.

 w w w . a h t a h t h i k i . c o m

34725 West Boundary Road - Clewiston, FL 33440 - Ph 877-902-1113 
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BRIGHTON — Van Samuels educated close to 40 Tribal members and 
employees during a Seminole Moments session dedicated to the Indian Removal Act 
of 1830, June 22 held at the Cattle and Range building. Samuels told listeners how 
the “Trail of Tears” came to be and how the Act itself was passed by only a few votes. 

-Rachel Buxton

On behalf of Seminole Police Department and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, I 
would like to announce the retirement of Community Service Aide Lawrence (Larry) 
Hamilton, effective August 1, 2011. 

His commendable 11-year tenure with us has been accompanied by great 
dedication and desire to be a part of this organization. 

Larry spent most of his time working in the lobby of the Hollywood Tribal 

gratitude to the Seminole Tribe of Florida for the opportunity to serve this culture, 
and to have met so many wonderful Tribal Members throughout his tenure. We have 

the retirement he has envisioned during his working years.

BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 

William R. Latchford

�

Rachel Buxton

Eecho Billie slams the bug into the frog’s mouth at the “Froggy Fly Fling” game 
during the Fort Pierce Fourth of July celebration July 2 held at the Chupco Ranch. 

Rachel Buxton

Zachary Brown ties in the cow milking competition with his sister 
at the Fort Pierce Fourth of July celebration. 

Rachel Buxton

The Fort Pierce youth are all giggles on the carnival rides.

Rachel Buxton

Dean Stokes shows off perfect form during the 
horseshoes competition.

Left photo, Tyione 
Scott shows off 
his surfing skills 
at the Fort Pierce 
Fourth of July 
celebration. The day 
included lots of food, 
games, fellowship, 
entertainment and 
fireworks.
Right photo, Harmony 
Tommie enjoys a 
refreshing snow cone 
as she gets her arm 
painted.

Rachel Buxton

BIG CYPRESS: 863-902-3217 
BRIGHTON/FT. PIERCE: 863-763-6380 

TAMPA: 813-246-3100
IMMOKALEE: 239-658-9256

HOLLYWOOD/SOUTH FLORIDA: 954-985-5703   



ATLANTA — Thirteen Tribal high school students from most 
reservations got an inside look into higher education as they took to the air 
and embarked on the 2011 Southern College Tour. Students began their 

HOLLYWOOD 

medical instruments from the book. 

stand out. 

NAPLES

roller coaster rides. 

BIG CYPRESS 

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

BY NAJI TOBIAS

Staff Reporter

BY AIMEE HOYT AND VICTORIA LACEY, 

SWEP PARTICIPANT

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Making personal contact with a giraffe highlighted the Serengeti Tour for all ages 
during their education incentive trip to Busch Gardens in Tampa from June 3-5.

Victoria Lacey/SWEP

Author Sanita Virdee reads to Hollywood Preschool’s 3- and 4-year-old class July 11 at the Dorothy S. Osceola 
Library. Her book, “Doctor Nenyai Monyay and His Amazing Koala Bag,” aims to reduce children’s fear of going 
to the doctor’s.  

Rachel Buxton

Photo above, the students get a close look at an old fighter jet on the grounds of The Citadel.
Right photo, Dakoda Josh tests out the sleeping pod at SCAD where students take power naps in between 
classes.

Aimee Hoyt

Virdee shows the curious 2-year-old preschool class 
the characters in her book. 

Naji Tobias

In preparation for the upcoming Big Cypress Incentive Awards – to be 
held on August 19 at the Big Cypress Rodeo Grounds – Reagan 
Whitecloud, who is working this summer with the Education 
Department, draws up a sign on July 7. 

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal youngsters and Summer Youth Work 
Experience participants Jon Ross Billie, left, and Bradley 
Osceola, right, assist ARI Land Use Mechanic Felipe Rodriguez, 
center, with the changing of 24 total lifters in an SPD work 
truck on July 7. The lifters, according to Rodriguez, needed to 
be changed due to the fact the Ford F-150 truck made some 
loud tapping noises, which could lead to engine failure.

� Please see SWEP on page 2B

� Please see COLLEGE TOUR on page 2B

� See more photos on page 2B

BY RACHEL BUXTON

Staff Reporter



Osceola, who said that he wants to go to college and become 
an auto mechanic major, considers the summer work experience 

Osceola hopes to run a Tribally-owned auto mechanic business 

“It gets me ready to see what kind of work mechanics do 
from day-to-day,” Osceola said of his experience as an auto 

learned how to change a tire already, but I haven’t got a chance to 

For now, Osceola is just focusing on the basics of being a 

particularly enjoys her role in the preparation for next month’s 

on her work ethic and overall achievement in the program at this 

� SWEP
From page 1B

� COLLEGE TOUR
From page 1B

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Broadcasting Station Editor Allen Hoffman, left, teaches Big 
Cypress Tribal citizen/Summer Youth Work Experience participant Jason 
Melton, right, about the nuances and art of editing a video production on July 5. 
They work together on the Big Cypress Fourth of July’s natural sound package.

Naji Tobias

ARI land Use Shop Mechanic Keith Davis, left, helps out Big Cypress Tribal 
youngster/Summer Youth Work Experience participant Bradley Osceola, right, 
with a hub assembly operation on a feed trailer as Osceola disassembles the 
hub bearing of a rear axle on July 7.

SUMMER WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

NOTE: All participants will be listed in alphabetical order.

Big Cypress Reservation
RickyJoe Alumbaugh 

Jon Ross Billie 
Alanis Emile Bowers

Darlah Cypress
Taylor Fulton

Stephanie Hall
Alison Herrera

Desiree Jumper 
Jason Melton II
Jesse Mitchell 

Bradley Osceola 
Jonathan Robbins 

Catlen Tommie 
Reagan Whitecloud 

Brighton Reservation
Jaryaca Baker
Kiylier Baker
Breanna Billie

Erena Billie
Joshua Boromei
Larissa Cortez
Kirsten Doney
Jennie Eagle
Kholt Gopher
Frank Huff

Ty Huff
Deveon Jones
Jaide Micco

Daniel Nunez Jr.
Brooke Osceola
Delaney Osceola

Jessi Osceola
Raina Robinson

Janet Smith
Rayven Smith

Jennifer Tommie
Acealyn Youngblood
Everett Youngblood
Stormin Youngblood

Hollywood Reservation
Tiffany Baker

Braudie Blias-Billie
Brianna Blais-Billie

Gabrielle Billie
Ethan Cypress
Jason Dodd
Luis Escobar

Jonathan Frank
Justin Frank
Toby Gopher
Konrad Jones

Cheyenne Kippinger
Victoria Lacey
Aaron Osceola
Anissa Osceola
Elden Osceola
Neko Osceola

Neyom Osceola
Trevor Osceola

Donte’ Osceola-Tiger
Malaini Perez
Renee Stivers
Kelli Tigertail
Tristen Wilcox

Echo Wolf
Silver Wolf

Krystle Young

Immokalee Reservation
Alphonso Alvarado

Bonnie Davis 
Eliza Mora 

Leandra Mora 
Jade Tapia 

Tampa Reservation
Jessica Motlow
Jacob Santiago

Jamie Walkingstick 

Education Staff Involved 
in SWEP

Marie Dufour – Adult 
Vocational Program 

Administrator- Tribalwide
Michelle Woods – Adult 

Vocational Program 
Administrative Assistant- 

Tribalwide
Susan Kuipers – Higher 

Education/ Adult Vocational 
Recruiter for Brighton, Fort 

Pierce and Tampa
Luis Yeguez – Higher 

Education/ Adult Vocational 
Recruiter for Big Cypress, 
Immokalee and Naples

able to tour the different design buildings 
including a dark room where students 

John McInturff signed up for the trip to 

“It’s not a crowded work space,” said 

it gives me an idea of what’s out there and 

The last stop on the tour was to a 

The youth toured the campus of the 
school that holds the distinction as the oldest 

choose one of the schools we visit,” said 

that idea of going to college in their head 
before their senior year, and we want to help 
the older ones start narrowing down their 

idea what it’s like being away from home 

and this trip is just great exposure,” said 

�

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Naples Community members go on safari at the Serengeti Park at Busch Gardens in Tampa.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Naples students and their families share a community dinner at the Gwazi pavilion as an Education 
Incentive.

Photo courtesy of Linda Iley

Jason Melton feels right at home at the University of South 
Carolina as they visit the Melton Observatory. 

The students 
visit the bar-
racks at The 
Citadel and 
see that stu-
dents really 
do live simi-
lar to those in 
the military.

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Students visit a design building on the SCAD campus and look at art work designed by 
current students.

Rachel Buxton

Left to right, Jason Melton, Dakoda Josh and Coleman Josh have a little 
fun with the Savannah State University mascot. 

Rachel Buxton

Students visit the gymnasium where the Savannah State University Tigers play.

Rachel Buxton

John McInturff looks at some of the projects designed and created by SCAD 
students.

Rachel Buxton

Students pose for a group shot at The Art Institute in Charleston while they wait for their small 
intimate group tours. 

Photo courtesy of Linda Iley

Students get a personal tour of one of their favorite colleges, Augusta State University. 



Student Name – School Name – College/Vocational 
School Plans

HOLLYWOOD

Education

Management

to join the marines 

Education

BRIGHTON

program

BIG CYPRESS 

disciplinary studies

Modern Languages

one year leave

IMMOKALEE

Trainer

TAMPA

OKEECHOBEE

-Rachel Buxton

describe the feelings when someone completes a four-year 
degree in criminology in two and a half years and graduates 

“I take on the view that school is boring, like most, so to 
keep me interested, I made it challenging by taking bigger class 

because life is always beset with crimes; it is part of life and 

her through her rigorous classes, she referred to her professor 

For this strongly motivated young lady, it does not stop at 

law school and a master’s in criminology and ultimately a 

she will choose to study Tribal Law, and work for the Tribe, and 

is important because knowledge is power that no one can take 
Phelicia Hughes

BY LINDA ILEY

Higher Education Advisor

BY LINDA ILEY

Higher Education Advisor
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
Lil Wayne 

Kings of Leon 
Goo Goo Dolls  

Brian Wilson 
Ke$ha 

Rock Star Energy Fest 
Rascal Flatts 

Maroon 5 / Train 
Brad Paisley 

Roger Daltrey The Who 
Marc Anthony 

Journey/Foreigner 
Incubus 

Blintz 182 
Toby Kieth 

Enrique Iglesias/Pitbull 
Josh Groban 

Boyz II Men/Keith Sweat 
Taylor Swift 
Greg Allman 

Beauty & The Beast 
Shrek The Musical 

Yo Gabba Gabba Live 

Monster Jam Truck Racing 

Wrestlemania 2012! 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
CONCERTS 

SPORTS  
THEATRE 
CRUISES 
AIRLINES 
HOTELS 

CAR RENTALS 
LIMOS 

TRAVEL PACKAGES 

EVENTS 
305.443.3000 
24 Hour Text Line 

305.450.3323 

TRAVEL 
305.445.6566 

VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 
ent@vipticketplace.com 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 

.COM 

The  Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985



Chris C. Jenkins

Seminole Police Department and the Health Department staff along with Tribal citizens join together to show their 
Fourth of July spirit at the Hollywood community Firecracker Walk/Run event sponsored by the Health Department. 
The morning featured plaques and beaded necklaces to the winners in youth and adult walk/run categories July 2 
at the Seminole Recreation Gym.  

Chris C. Jenkins

From left, Robin Osceola and Melissa DeMayo finish in the walk category 
of the event.

Chris C. Jenkins

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
hydrates prior to race time.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal citizens Aileen Cypress, left, and Reagan Osceola pace 
themselves in the June 30 Firecracker Walk/Run.

Far right photo, the 
Firecracker walking 
participants begin 
their 3.1 mile trek 
down the south end of 
the Big Cypress L-28 
Canal Bank Walkway. 
Right photo, all of the 
Big Cypress Tribal 
participants of the 
June 30 Firecracker 
Walk/Run share a 
special moment to 
recap what transpired 
to conclude the early 
morning function. All 
Tribal participants 
received watermelons 
for their participation 
in the holiday health 
function.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Tribal youngster Avery Bowers finishes the 
Firecracker walk.

Naji Tobias

Immokalee/Big Cypress Tribal citizen Raymond Garza 
stretches his legs in preparation for the walk.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal senior Rudy Osceola, left, receives a 
watermelon from Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger as a surprise gift after completing the walk/run. 

Judith A. Homko 
Marital & Family Law

Divorce 
Modifications 

Appeals 
Child Support 

Alimony
Prenuptial Agreements
Paternity Issues
Domestic Violence

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316





The Seminole/Miccosukee Unconquered

What I know is the old way, what the old people 
say

About how we came to be….
Free.

We originate from the brave heart, unconquered
Is what we be….

Everlasting life is all I will see.

Togetherness is the way we will grow,
Strength is all I will show.

So the unconquered way is what I was told.
Knowledge and wisdom will never ever

Be sold.
Understanding is what I learned to know, it comes
From the old way, that’s what the old people say.

So as I travel on, I will stand strong and
Live long.

Myself is who I am, and to know who you are is
The old way,

Remember, that’s what the old people say,
Stand free, unconquered….

Before I say goodbye, I will not lie.

Gator

Get Out of Jail Fast!
Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 

 1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIEDS

CONGRATULATIONS
After more than 20 wonderful years together, 
Linda Frank and Abel Salgado chose May 

their friends and neighbors gathered around 
them, they exchanged wedding vows at the 

Immokalee Senior Center followed by a 
reception where they shared a beautiful cake to 

commemorate the occasion.

POEM

POEMS

“Where I am (Right Now)”

I am a prisoner A-L34561, I am doing time at Santa 
Rosa Correctional. I have less than 2 years left on my 
sentence. Milton, Fla. is where I am in the panhandle, 

close to Alabama.

I want you to know the place where I am is not the 
place to be, with hope in my heart, I hope you

can remember me.

It’s not too far for me to see the swamp is
What is best for me….

I never ever meant any harm it’s just the
Life that I chose.

If you want to know I will tell you. Crime
Doesn’t pay, so in this iron and steel

Cage I will stay.

The Seminole and Miccosukee style is what I
Know, freedom and honor is right down

The road…
Deer meat is what I long for and taste
Grandma remember save me a place.

The chain gang is where I am memory’s carry
Me threw, I remember, corn is what

I knew.
From then on that’s when I grew, but don’t

Worry one more chance I have. Another stomp
Dance I will reap and sow……

I can not wait, freedom is all I will know.

Prisoner A-L34561
Gator Doctor

Lonely Ole Chapel

As I ride down ole 41 just about a mile or two 
from the county line I look to 

my left and there she sit the lonely 
ole chapel. As I go around the 

ben sippin on some gin feeling the 
emptiness inside like the lonely old chapel 

that sit to the left as I ride 
down ole 41 from the east to west

lonely at sunrise emptiness at sunset
like the lonely ole chapel
that sit to left on ole 41

-Blac. Hollywood

Rare 1986 Buick Grand National T-Type Turbo 
Call Eric 954.562.4544 - $10,500 

Now Open!  Tour Today!
Hammock Harbor Apartments

1330 Naples Circle.
Rockledge, FL 32955

Brand NEW 
3x2 Apartments Available

Granite Counters * Energy Star Steel Appliances
Starting at only $805 !

Call Us Today! 321.338.2905
Mention this ad and receive one free application!

HammockHarbor.com
Prices subject to change



E X C L U S I V E  D E A L E R  F O R
Explorer Van Conversions

A V A I L A B L E  O P T I O N S :
Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors,

Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More.
Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles

STORE HOURS: SERVICE HOURS: 
*MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS  MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU  MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT  APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE  FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA 

MUSIC. ALL  RIGHTS RESERVED. -2  AUTONATION INC.



LEHIGH ACRES — Seminoles in Recovery hosted the Firecracker 
Golf Classic on July 2 as a fund-raiser at the Copperhead Golf and 

Annual Florida Native American Recovery Convention (FNARC) 
to be held in Clewiston.

"Seminoles in Recovery began approximately 24 years ago 
to help its membership combat drug and alcohol addiction," said 
Family Services Director Helene Buster. "We provide inspirational 
and motivation support to empower Native Americans striving to 
remain in recovery. Our goal is to keep meetings going in every 

keep sobriety."
Buster explained that one of the basic concepts of recovery 

a wide variety of events throughout the year as fund-raisers and 

in Tampa and their Second Annual 5K Sprint/Stroll at Topeekeegee 
Yugnee Park in Hollywood on September 17. 

"I believe strongly in this program," said Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger. "If this had been around in the '80s, we wouldn't 
have lost so many of our loved ones. You don't have to be in 
recovery to support the opportunities that it provides."

"I've enjoyed playing golf for nearly 20 years but playing for 
a worthy cause like this makes it even better," said Richard Buster. 
"Recovery affects all of us in one way or another. Everyone playing 
here today is a winner."

Members of the 11 teams that registered for the 4-Man 
Scramble shared a continental breakfast and then took to the links 

at 8 a.m. in an effort to get a head start on the predicted rain storm. 

rain sent them to the club house for a lunch prepared by Seminoles in 
Recovery and served straight off the grill. Eventually the clouds parted 
and play resumed. 

Rachel Buxton

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie was honored with an unveiling of her 
bronze statue July 9 during the Josiah Johns Memorial held at the Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena. Brad Cooley Jr., right, talks about the detail of the statue that he and his 
father Brad Cooley Sr., center, created together.

Rachel Buxton

Rodeo friends of the late Robbie Chalfant tip their hat at the Josiah Johns Memorial 
held July 9 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena in remembrance of the cowboy who 
recently passed. Friends, family and spectators rose and listened as a song 
dedicated to the late Chalfant played as his horse was led wearing his saddle 
around the arena one last time.

Rachel Buxton

Wife, Kim, center, and children Dylan, left, and Chloe, right, stand in the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena as husband and father, the late Robbie Chalfant is 
remembered during the Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo held in Brighton July 9. It 
was only fitting that the late Chalfant was remembered during the Josiah Johns 
Memorial as he always credited Johns to getting him involved in rodeo. The late 
Chalfant respected him as a man and Native American cowboy.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tournament participant Ronnie Doctor concentrates on his stroke from the 
first hole. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Devon Jumper looks to pass to a teammate. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Taylor Battiest, left, tries to drive to the basket on a defending Tristen Wilcox, 
right, in first round action of the Fourth of July 2-on-2 basketball tournament 
held at the Hollywood Recreation Gym on July 2 featuring several different 
divisions and cash prizes given to the winners.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal senior Lawrence Osceola tries to putt for par on the green. The event also 
featured a longest drive and closest to the pin contest, all in celebration of the 
centennial and included participation and appearances by Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. Mondo Tiger and Non-resident Liaison Kevin Osceola.

Chris C. Jenkins

Organizer of the Hollywood Reservation 100 Year Anniversary Golf Tournament Elliot 
Young, second from left, and wife Jessica along with foursome members Loretta 
Micco and Ted Nelson Sr. on hole three as part of the four person scramble, cash prize 
tournament held at the Grand Palms Resort and Golf in Pembroke Pines on June 24.

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

Family Services Director Helene Buster points out that the Firecracker Golf Classic benefits the 
Florida Native American Recovery Convention.

Judy Weeks

Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo Tiger sinks a putt at the Seminoles 
in Recovery fund-raiser.

Judy Weeks

Richard Buster looks forward to playing golf for a worthy cause that affects everyone 
in one way or another.
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34725 West Boundary Road

Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars.

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 

Presents the highly anticipated

MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS

 

FromMarch 2011
throughJanuary 2012

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen Philmon Bowers concentrates on throwing his 
next strike in regular play of men’s bowling action at the 
Fourth of July Bowling Tournament held at Sparez Bowling 
Center in Davie on July 4th. The day featured regular, 3-6-9 
and no-tap games with youth, and adult male and female 
categories and lunch with cash prizes given to the winners.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal youth Gregory Thomas looks for the right 
ball to use before bowling in the youth division.   

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal golfer Elliot Young completes his swing from the tee 
on the 10th hole of the Fourth of July Golf Tournament held 
at Emerald Hills Golf and Country Club in Hollywood on July 
4. The four-person scramble tournament featured 18 holes 
and cash prizes to the winners.

Chris C. Jenkins

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
concentrates on a nice tee off in back nine action.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal employee Destiny Whitney tries to finesse 
her shot toward the green. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Ollie Wareham gets set for his throw in a close race in 
no tap men’s play. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Panther Promotions promotion staff Elliot Alvarado, left, and partner Benny 
Collins, far right, along with the new World Boxing Council 175-pound 
Intercontinental champion Denis Grachev.

Legendary Boxing 
great ‘Smokin’ 
Joe Frazier, left, 
enjoys the fights 
ringside by Tribal 
Council Chairman 
James E. Billie.

Chris C. Jenkins

� PANTHER
From page 1A

“We have a lot to offer in the years to come,” Weston said at 
the promotional press conference held at the Seminole Paradise Live 
Theater prior to Saturday’s action. “The boxing fans are out there, you 

Muhammad Alis,”  he continued.

light heavyweight division as replacements Eddie “Thunder” Caminero (7-
4-1, 7KOs) faced an undefeated Denis Grachev at (10-0-1). 

Both got an unexpected shot at the World Boxing Council 175- 

Prevost and Azea Augustama due to injuries.     
A delighted Caminero said the opportunity was a dream come 

said Caminero. Notice of his showdown versus Grachev came just 

He would come up short in third round TKO to Grachev. 

Promotions, by giving the underdogs their due.
One incentive used by the promotion duo included a $1000 split 

prize going to the best bout of the evening. 
A special appearance by legendary heavyweight International 

Joe Frazier as well as the support of Tribal Chairman James E. Billie 
in attendance ringside also completed the night.

Panther Promotions next scheduled event will be in late August. 
For more information contact: pantherpromotions@gmail.com or 
call Harold Weston at (347) 421-5399.



ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS

Become a Fan on

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite

interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 

Museum by becoming members of the MAC.

We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 

willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits,

events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions.

The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural,

historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite

you to join the MAC.

If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 

please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113

or amccudden@semtribe.com.



O D O C K C O M 

Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida.

Persons who have trespassed and have been banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible.

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

GAMBLE
W I T H  C A R E
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