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IMMOKALEE — A relatively foggy morning at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch gave way
to clear skies and a clear-cut win for Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail at the 11th annual Rez
Rally on Feb. 5.
The team won its second Rez Rally in three years and earned its traveling trophy by having
the most overall participants in the Tribalwide walk/run competition.
The winning collective was followed by Team Immokalee/Naples, which hosted the SemiQROH7ULEH¶V5H]5DOO\IRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDQGSODFHGUXQQHUXS
7HDP%LJ&\SUHVVZKLFKZLOOEHKRVWLQJQH[W\HDU¶V5H]5DOO\¿QLVKHGWKLUGZKLOHWKH
defending Rez Rally champion Team Brighton/Tampa came in fourth overall.
“The Rez Rally is a good thing for everybody to participate in,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress
said to the scores of Rez Rally participants prior to the races. “It’s not just a contest; it’s about
\RXU KHDOWK:H¶UH QRW MXVW ¿JKWLQJ DJDLQVW GLDEHWHV ZH¶UH ¿JKWLQJ DJDLQVW DOO RWKHU GLVHDVHV
that’s affecting us in the Tribe and worldwide. It’s up to us to control ourselves and take care of
our bodies.”

)Please see REZ RALLY on page 9B
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The 11th annual Rez Rally in Immokalee starts out with foggy conditions, with scores of participants ready to run the 5K course down Seminole
Crossing Trail.

7ULEDO3LRQHHU,QQRYDWRUDQG/HDGHU
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&XOWXUHDQG,QVSLUHV1DWLYHVIURP %HWW\0DH7LJHU-XPSHU/DLGWR5HVWRQ0/.'D\
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ginia Mitchell said of her mentor.
In 1946 Tiger-Jumper married Moses Jumper Sr. and remained committed to the World War II veteran until his death
HOLLYWOOD — Hundreds of family, friends and sup- in 1993.
porters said their goodbyes to Tribal pioneer, innovator and
For many in the public, the grandmother of nine and
OHDGHU%HWW\0DH7LJHU-XPSHU¿WWLQJO\RQWKHVDPHGD\ZH great-grandmother of 36, was best known as the strong, hardcelebrate the life and legacy of another great leader, icon Dr. nosed former Chairwoman of the Tribe. In 1967, she became
Martin Luther King Jr.
WKH¿UVWDQGRQO\ZRPDQWRKROGVXFKDSRVLWLRQ
7KHGHHSO\GHYRWHG&KULVWLDQPRWKHURI¿YH WKUHHFKLO³<RXFDQQRW¿QGDEHWWHUFRPSRQHQWWRVHUYHDVD7ULEDO
dren still alive) passed away Jan. 14 of natural causes at the
leader than her. She was a modern day warage of 88. Her funeral service and nine-gun
rior,” said Joe Dan Osceola, former Tribal
salute by the Seminole Police Department
Board President and colleague serving on
ZDVKHOGDWWKH+RXVHRI3UD\HU IRUPHUO\
the Board with Tiger-Jumper from 1967the Miccosukee Baptist Church) on the
1971. “By believing in God and the Tribe,
Hollywood Reservation on Jan. 17.
she done well by everything she was in$FFRPSOLVKLQJ D ZKR¶V ZKR RI ¿UVWV
volved in.”
among her people, Tiger-Jumper was the
³,WZDVPHDQWIRUXVWR¿JKWWRJHWKHUIRU
ODVWOLYLQJPHPEHURIWKH¿UVW7ULEDO&RXQchange,” Osceola added.
cil/Board and matriarch of the Snake Clan.
The former nurse can also be credited
She can also be credited with having an
with co-founding the powerful Native lobLQÀXHQFH LQ LPSURYLQJ HYHU\ PDMRU DUHD
biest organization United South and Eastern
of development within modern Tribal op7ULEHV 86(7 ZLWK2VFHROD
erations, including healthcare, education,
2WKHUQRWHZRUWK\¿UVWVLQFOXGHVHUYLQJ
government and business ventures.
as the Tribe’s health director and developing
“Many people talked about doing
what would become the Seminole Tribune
things. She always went out there and did
IRUPHUO\WKH$OOLJDWRU7LPHVDQG6HPLQROH
it,” son Moses Jumper Jr said.
News).
Born on April 27, 1923 in a chickee
“She was a role model and as an elder to
camp near Indiantown, Fla., she had two
me, I respected her and loved to sit around
BETTY MAE TIGER-JUMPER
brothers and a sister. Her trail blazing legand just listen to her. She got involved with
acy can be traced back to the establishment of the Tribe in the her job and the community. She was a role model in every
late 1950s when she helped as an interpreter for Tribal leaders sense of the word,” Mitchell said.
in meetings around and under the famed Council Oak tree in
Mitchell began her stint with the paper as a proofreader
Hollywood. Graduating high school in 1945, she was also part and typesetter after being hired by Tiger-Jumper in the midRIWKH¿UVWJHQHUDWLRQRIOLWHUDWH6HPLQROHVWRVSHDNDQGZULWH 1980s.
(QJOLVK0LFFRVXNHHDQG&UHHNODQJXDJHV$OOZHUHVLJQL¿The1994 Florida Women's Hall of Famer and author of
cant feats at the time due to her biracial status.
two books also had another side to her personality not often
“She could have been bitter about some of the treatment discussed. Family and friends describe her as a warmhearted,
she got, but instead she was still compassionate toward prog- giving, spiritual, disciplined person and lover of sports.
ress and able to do a lot in spite of being endangered at that
time,” former longtime Seminole Tribune Editor in Chief Vir)Please see PIONEER on page 2A
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter
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Members of the Tribal Color Guard lead the way during Grand Entry ceremonies that kicked off the 40th annual
Seminole Tribal Fair held in the Hard Rock Live, Feb. 11-13. The free event featured live Native performances,
music, authentic food, a wildlife show and custom Native crafts.
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BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter
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Osceola, right, with Georgetown College President William Crouch, beside a custom plaque
created to celebrate the Hall of Fame induction at his alma mater Georgetown College.
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GEORGETOWN, Ky. — Former Tribal Board President
and Seminole Tribe World Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola is now
D+DOORI)DPHLQGXFWHHMRLQLQJWKHEULJKWHVWDQGPRVWLQÀXHQtial leaders at his alma mater Georgetown College.
Along with his wife Virginia and former classmates in support, a packed John L. Hill Chapel saw Osceola be recognized in
front of former and current students and faculty as part of annual
Founder’s Day Convocation ceremonies.
The Jan. 25 event brought back great memories for the 1961
EXVLQHVVSK\VLFDOHGXFDWLRQJUDGXDWHDQGWUDFNDQG¿HOGVWDU
“I had a great time here at this college and received a great
education over the years. I am so glad to be honored,” Osceola
said while addressing the college president, staff and guests during a special luncheon after the ceremony.
2VFHRODLVWKH¿UVW1DWLYHDQGPLQRULW\WREHLQGXFWHGLQWR
the college’s Hall of Fame. He also received an honorary doctorate from the liberal arts institution in 2001.
“By bringing back someone like Joe Dan with all he has
been through, we wanted to bring that message to our students,”
said Georgetown College President William Crouch. “We are
very, very proud of Joe Dan and glad to have him associated
with this college.This also helps bring more diversity to our
school.”
Osceola made strides as a groundbreaker in the Tribe in the

)Please see HALL OF FAME on page 2A
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See Valentine’s
section on page 10A

Big Cypress preschoolers Amirani Brooks, left,
and Rylin Osceola, right, give hugs and kisses
to Janice Osceola at the preschoolers’ Valentine’s Day gift exchange party on Feb. 14.
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Chris C. Jenkins

Osceola, second from left, is joined by members of his Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.

)HALL OF FAME
From page 1A
HDUO\ V EHFRPLQJ WKH ¿UVW 7ULEDO
citizen to graduate from college. Wife
Virginia said this feat was spurred on
more with the loss of his parents early
in his life.
“Back in the late ‘50s and ‘60s
when it was hard for the Tribe, he
made a commitment to go to college,
and I do not think he realized how big
of an impact it would have today,” she
said. “But people have to realize that
when Joe Dan does something, he always does it in the best interest of the
Tribe.”
Georgetown College Hall of Fame
Committee Chairman Robin Oldham
said the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity
member was on a very short list of candidates to receive the honor.
“His name came up at the top of
the list [in selections] and he is a special and gifted man,” Oldham said.
“He has brought a lot to this campus
and has been very faithful to this community.”
7KH OLIH DQG OHJDF\ RI WKH ¿IWK
generation descendant of Seminole
Nation legend Chief Osceola has been
one of perseverance and dedication toward both Seminole and Native causes.
In the combatative, racially hostile
segregated areas of 1950s Florida, he
ZDV WKH ¿UVW 6HPLQROH LQ WKH VWDWH WR
attend a public school. His feats of accomplishment have since grown even
further.
In the mid-1960s he became the
youngest person on the Tribal Board
as its president at the age of 30 while
serving beside the legendary Tribal
pioneer Betty Mae Tiger-Jumper. Both
also helped to found the United South
and Eastern Tribes (USET).
He was introduced to Georgetown College by a missionary family
while on the Hollywood Reservation
(formerly Dania) and also considered
attending Florida State University to
play football.
The father of 10 has almost 30
grandchildren and great-grand children. Osceola said he hopes daughter

Chris C. Jenkins

Georgetown College Assistant to the President Board Secretary Robin Oldham, center, shares old yearbook photos with Osceola, left, and wife Virginia.

Chris C. Jenkins

Osceola stands beside a custom plaque created to celebrate the Hall of Fame induction.

Courtney, senior basketball star at the
University School in Davie, will also
attend Georgetown.
Former Georgetown College
Trustee, Board Chairman and Southern
Baptist Pastor Verlin Kruschwitz was

also inducted into the Hall of Fame
with Osceola.
Georgetown College is a small,
residential, co-educational Christianbased college chartered in 1829 with a
student population of more than 1,300.

the way of helping other native peoples such as
the Houma, we should be ashamed. Remember,
,KRSH\RXHQMR\HGP\¿UVWFROXPQZLWKWKH EORRGTXDQWXPZDVDPHDVXUHPHQWXVHGWRKRSHSeminole Tribune. I trust that it struck a chord. It IXOO\WHUPLQDWHDOOQDWLYHSHRSOHWKXV¿QDOO\VROYis not my expectation to talk you into agreeing ing the Indian Problem. Once we begin to selfwith what is arguably my opinion. It is my intent LPSRVHVWULFWHUEORRGTXDQWXPUHJXODWLRQVRQRXU
to ignite conversation. Since I last wrote, I at- own people, we are solving their Indian problem
tended USET (United South and Eastern Tribes) by self-terminating.
Impact Week in Washington, D.C. This year was
:KHUH WULEDO VRYHUHLJQW\ GH¿QLWLRQ FXOWXUH
extremely interesting and gave me a lot to write to civilization, heritage, and way of life are at risk,
you about.
Seminole needs to have a presence. For without
USET President Brian Patterson, announced our authenticity and our sovereignty, there will be
that we were proudly adding our 26th member no gaming, there will be no tourism, there will be
Tribe, the Shinnecock Nation. Shinnecock is the QRHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWWKHUHZLOOEHQRSUR¿OH
nation’s 565th Federally Recognized (Acknowl- raising, there will be no Indian Country. If we do
HGJHG  7ULEH ,W ZDV WKH IRXUWK 7ULEH WR ¿OH LWV not manage our own public reputations, then we
paperwork for federal recognition and has fought ZLOOIRUHYHUEHGH¿QHGE\WKRVHZKRGRQRWUHSUHfor more than 30 years to regain its federal tribal sent our best interests.
identity.
$QG ZKLOH ZH ¿JKW IRU WKH UHSXWDWLRQ RI DOO
7KLVZDV¿WWLQJJLYHQWKHIDFWWKDWRXURSHQ- Indian Country, we must also respect the rights
ing speaker, Kevin Gover, the museum director and choices of our fellow tribes. We must recogfor the Smithsonian National MuQL]H WKDW ¿JKWLQJ IRU WKH VRYHUHLJQ
seum of the American Indian, spoke
mineral rights of some tribes supDERXW³'H¿QLQJDQG6KDSLQJ,QGLDQ
ports the sovereign rights of every
Country for Future Generations.” I
tribe, whether we have those natural
found his discussion of federal recresources or not. We must recognize
ognition, trust land and sovereignty
that defending the sovereign rights
incredibly profound. So much so in
of tribes with gaming businesses
fact, that it inspired me to write to
represents a defense of all of our
you about some of my thoughts on
sovereign rights, whether we choose
the topic.
to have gaming businesses or not.
For the American Indian, everyDon’t be confused, sovereignty
thing is about sovereignty. It is about
is our business. It is what has made
VHOIGH¿QLWLRQ ,W LV DERXW HPSRZXV XQLTXH DQG LQWHUHVWLQJ IRU FHQerment. It is about telling our own
turies. It is what continues to make
TINA OSCEOLA
story our own way. Therefore, as an
XVXQLTXHDQGLQWHUHVWLQJWRGD\:H
employee of the Seminole Tribe of
must promote it. We must protect it.
Florida, my job is to protect and promote those inNow for an update on something a bit more
terests, those goals, that mission. In a time of eco- local… Many Tribal leaders have been demanding
nomic downsizing, we often forget about focusing that the Bureau of Indian Affairs improve if not reon something out in the distance because we are engineer its land into trust process. It is important
distracted by the immediate problem and the hu- to note that many Tribes are not like the Seminole
PDQGHVLUHIRULQVWDQWJUDWL¿FDWLRQ7KHTXHVWIRU Tribe of Florida with thousands of acres being
overnight success prevents us from strategically held in trust by the United States. Tribal leaders
moving forward with measured successes along are being kept from providing homes, health care,
the way. We become reactionary and forget to plan. schools, and many other tribal services from their
We also begin to determine success or failure and people because they have no land. In fact, the Narthe road to both only in terms of dollar signs. I am ragansett were challenged all the way to the SuQRWVXJJHVWLQJWKDW¿VFDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\LVRYHUUDW- preme Court by the Governor of Rhode Island,
ed, in fact, I believe that with clear purpose, vision Carcieri, because of the State’s desire to keep the
DQGDFRPPRQJRDO¿VFDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\LVLQIDFW Narragansett from adding trust land for elder housa by-product.
ing. The State blocked the efforts and an anti-InWhile representing the Tribe at various con- dian ruling from the Supreme Court has launched
ferences and events throughout the year, I have dis- DQDWLRQZLGHHIIRUWIRUDFOHDQ¿[WRWKH&DUFLHUL
covered that there appears to be a matrix of issues ruling because of precedent.
that affect Indian Country. This matrix allows for
With that being said, I addressed Assistant
the nice and neat compartmentalization of issues Secretary Larry Echohawk and Eastern Area Reand problems that ultimately allow the federal gov- gional Director, Franklin Keel, during the USET
ernment and the executive branch of government Board Meeting and reminded tribal leaders to be
to control the dialogue. To control the dialogue and careful what they wished for with trust land belimit Tribes to a pre-determined set of problems is cause unless they have millions of dollars hidden
not true government to government relations and is away in a mattress somewhere, that the BIA was
certainly not reinforcing Tribal sovereignty.
QRW HTXLSSHG IXQGHG RU VWDIIHG WR SHUIRUP WKHLU
Look, the U.S. State Department recognizes responsibilities under federal historic preservaless than 200 nations in the world. There are 565 tion and environmental laws to effectively and
federally recognized Tribes! We differ by language, HI¿FLHQWO\SURFHVVODQGXVHSHUPLWVOHDVHVHWF«
culture, history, geography, religion, economy and Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida are beeach identify ourselves in our own way. To tell our ing kept from burning pastures, building houses,
own story our own way, we have to control the dia- installing fence lines, transferring lease owners,
logue. The matrix of pre-determined issues should and pursuing economic development because the
be kept in perspective as “their” management tool, VWDII DW WKH %,$ 1DVKYLOOH 2I¿FH DUH REVWUXFWLRQand we need to exercise our voice and clearly ar- ists.
ticulate our own issues tribe by tribe.
I contend that no one expected Indian people
Let’s face it: Seminole has been on the front to live past the turn of the century. No one expected
lines of defending tribal sovereignty. Through the us to become educated without assimilating and no
+LVWRULF 5HVRXUFHV 2I¿FH ZH KDYH EHHQ KHOSLQJ one expected us to survive without compromise.
WULEHV OLNH WKH +RXPDV LQ 6RXWK /RXLVLDQD ¿JKW The federal system was built with the full intent
for their rights with BP and with state and federal to obstruct tribal sovereignty. This is why it is imbureaucracies who still place priorities on dollars portant that as an employee of the Tribe, we must
over the needs of a people, a culture, a civilization. consider ourselves Sovereignty Protectors. I hope
:HKDYHDQREOLJDWLRQWREHSUHVHQWLQWKRVH¿JKWV all of you feel the same way. Until next issue…
for tribes.
We must not let a process such as federal recNote: The opinions and comments in the
ognition stand between us and the right thing to above-printed column belong to its author, and
do. Federal Recognition is a process imposed upon GRQRWUHÀHFWWKHRSLQLRQVDQGFRQYLFWLRQVRIWKH
Native People and it is not a process that we de- Seminole Tribune.
veloped ourselves. If we let this process stand in
ear Readers:

The Start Of The Seminole Tribune

The following column was written by tor and Twila Perkins – got excited about the
Betty Mae Jumper and printed out in the idea of a newspaper and they said, “Betty, do
July 9, 1999 issue of the Seminole Tribune. it! We’ll help you. We’re both good typists.
We’ll work hard.”
have been asked many times: how did
After thinking about it some more, I dethe Seminole Tribune get started. The cided to give it a try. So, I went back to the
Tribune has a long history. It actually started Chairman and told him I thought it over and
back in 1956 before the Seminole Tribe was I will try to make the newspaper go for the
even organized.
Tribe.
At that time the late Alice Osceola and
So, we started – the three of us ladies –
I began writing the Seminole News. We ran and in two weeks the Alligator Times came
the paper out of my home. I supplied news RXWIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHUHSODFLQJWKHROG6HPLabout the Hollywood Reservation and Alice QROH 1HZV , KDQGHG RYHU WKH ¿UVW LVVXH WR
brought in news from the Trail.
-DPHV%LOOLHDQGWROGKLPWKLVZDVRXU¿UVW
We charged 10 cents a copy and we usuI think he was surprised to see it and that
ally sold just enough to afford to put out the we produced the newspaper in two weeks.
next paper. It was pretty simple by today’s This was our beginning, and we promised to
standards, but we kept it going.
get the paper out on time. We did the paper
The paper went on for three months. for a long time. For some time, my son MoThen, I got sick and Alice didn’t think she ses Jumper Jr., was the editor.
could do the paper by herself, so we stopped.
By 1982, the newspaper was changed
But, some other people thought they again. The Chairman changed the name to
would put the paper out, and they took over. The Seminole Tribune and I came back to be
They changed the name to the Smoke Sig- the editor. Around this time we added Virnal. They tried to run it, but dropped the ginia Mitchell and later Marlin Billie. Later,
project after a few times. Then, some other we added Pete Gallagher.
people picked it up and they put out more
Today, we have many new people and
issues and they dropped it, too.
faces. Virginia, Pete and I are still here, but
Then one day in 1979, Chairman James we also got Dan McDonald, Melissa Sher%LOOLHFDOOHGPHLQWRKLVRI¿FHDQGDVNHGPH man, Ernie Tiger, Elrod Bowers, Libby
LI,FRXOGUXQWKHQHZVSDSHUDJDLQ$W¿UVW, Blake and Valerie Frank on staff, and a
told him I didn’t want to, but I thought it was bunch of free lance writers and contributors.
important to have the paper for Tribal news Now we have people covering events from
and to let people know what was going on. other reservations and wherever news pops
I talked to two ladies about what James up. We are also responsible for the Tribal Inhad asked. The two ladies – Barbara Doc- ternet content.
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Sometimes I think of the old days, and
I get sad because some things aren’t as good
as they once were. But, I’m glad to see the
changes in The Seminole Tribune. This
newspaper has come a long way and I’m
happy to say it’s a lot better now than it ever
was in the old days.
One of the reasons I think the paper is
still around and still will be around is the

spirit of my grandmother, Mary Tiger. She
always told me that once you start someWKLQJPDNHVXUH\RX¿QLVKLW6KHGLGQ¶WOLNH
me going off to school in Cherokee, N.C.,
to learn the white man’s language. She was
against it.
%XWZKHQ,¿QDOO\JUDGXDWHGDQGFDPH
home, she was proud of me for sticking with
LWDQG¿QLVKLQJ6KHZDVRQHRIWKH¿UVWWR

give me a hug and to tell me she was proud
of what I had done.
That’s the way I feel about The Seminole Tribune. I feel it won’t stop now. It has
been started and it’s on its way and it won’t
stop. I’m proud that I’ve had a part in helping to keep this Tribal newspaper going and
trust it will be going for a long time to come.

$0RWKHU·V/RYH

)PIONEER

%\0RVHV-XPSHU-U

“She was the person that pushed me through
in sports and schooling,” Jumper Jr. reminisced.
“She never thought of herself, but always
WKRXJKWRIRWKHUV¿UVW´0LWFKHOOVDLGRIWKH7Ltan, recalling her playful nickname of “the arm”
throughout the community. The affectionate
name stuck because of her habit of hanging her
left arm outside of the vehicle while driving.
Nephew and Tribal Council Treasurer Mike
Tiger lived next door to her more than a half century.
“I am going to miss her loving demeanor.
She was not the kissy/lovey type though,” he
said. “She used to teach us Christian songs in
English and Miccosukee like ‘Jesus Loves
Me.’
“She was thoughtful of others and willing to
help everyone. I actually took some of her habits
in dealing with people. She loved her people and
was willing to do anything for them,” Mitchell
said.
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7ULEDO&RXQFLO&RQYHQHVIRU
0RQWKO\0HHWLQJLQ,PPRNDOHH
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Tribal members, community members and members of the press gather for the celebration of the Brighton Casino’s 30th anniversary. Photo above, Tribal Council Rep. Andrew
J. Bowers Jr., left, and Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress stand for the presentation of the
colors.

%ULJKWRQ&DVLQR&RQWLQXHVWR6KLQHDVLW&HOHEUDWHV<HDUV
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — Thirty years ago the
Seminole Tribe of Florida took a gamble and
opened a Bingo hall in the middle of nowhere.
On Jan. 18 their gamble paid off as the Brighton community and guests celebrated the
Brighton Casino’s 30th anniversary with a buffet lunch and dignitary speeches.
The celebration was held in the Bingo hall
at the Brighton Casino with Tribal Council,
Tribal members and numerous members of the
press from surrounding counties in attendance.
General Manager of the Brighton Casino
and Tribal member Marty Johns welcomed evHU\RQHDQGWDONHGEULHÀ\DERXWWKHKLVWRU\RI
the casino and how it started off as a dream and
ongoing project of his late father, Josiah Johns.
“He was the one that started the second
Native American Bingo high stakes in the
country,” Marty Johns said. “In ’83 he passed
away and then I kind of, without no knowledge
or experience with gaming, had to learn very
fast.”

Beginning as a Bingo hall in a 50-by38-foot steel barn where individuals actually played on the hood of their vehicles because there wasn’t enough room, the now
VTXDUHIRRWEXLOGLQJKDVWXUQHGLQWRD
¿UVW FODVV FDVLQR ,W VWDQGV RXW IURP DOO RWKHU
Tribal casinos as it encompasses the Seminole
heritage with cowboy and rodeo murals covering the interior and exterior of the building.
“The way that [Marty Johns] designed
this place — it’s a rodeo building,” President
Richard Bowers Jr. said. “I appreciate Marty
for doing that and not forgetting about where
we actually come from, our cattle heritage.”
Throughout the years, the Brighton casino has gone through many renovations. Even
within the past year, the lounge named after the
late Josiah Johns was moved into the center of
the casino to make room for 30 more slot machines.
No matter what time of day you pass by
the casino, there are always cars in the parking
lot and people at the tables and slot machines.
Brighton Casino employee Kimberly
Johns gives credit to the superb staff and de-

scribes the casino employees as a big family
who gives off the family atmosphere that keeps
bringing people back.
“Staff, pat yourselves on the back or have
your neighbor pat you on the back, great job,”
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. said.
Marty Johns announced that on New
Year’s Eve, the casino was at full capacity for
seven hours straight with every seat taken and
individuals standing behind people ready to
grab the next available machine.
Percentage wise the Brighton Casino has
seen the biggest increase in revenue over all
other Tribal casinos, according to the latest
Tribe gaming report.
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B.
Osceola Jr. agreed with Rep. Bowers and said
it takes all of the employees and the entire
team to make something successful.
“I want to applaud you,” Rep. Osceola
said. “It is because of your efforts that we have
WKLVVXFFHVV7KH¿UVW\HDUVZDVDJRRGULGH
and the next 30 years will be a fun ride.”

6HPLQROH+DUG5RFN+RWHO &DVLQR7DPSD$GGV6WDU3RZHUWR*DVSDULOOD
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

TAMPA — The Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa kept the city partying Jan. 29 as the
title sponsor for the annual Gasparilla Pirate
Fest.
Gasparilla is a legendary tradition that has
been held since 1904 to reenact the historic pirate invasion into Tampa by pirate Jose Gaspar.
After several years of being a presenting
sponsor and even a Gasparilla Stage Sponsor,
in 2010 Tampa’s Seminole Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino expanded their sponsorship to title sponsor for three years, 2010 through 2012.
EventFest Inc., Gasparilla Pirate Fest organizers mentioned in a press release that the
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa,
with their multiyear commitment to title sponsorship of Tampa’s Gasparilla Pirate Fest is elevating the festival and parade to new heights
as they continue to add a touch of their celebrity
culture to Gasparilla festivities.
In the early morning, the Gasparilla Flotilla made its way up the Seddon Channel and
docked at the Tampa Bay Convention Center
Courtesy of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa
where Mayor Pam Iorio surrendered the key to
the City of Tampa into the hands of the Captain Photo above, Tampa Hard Rock Hotel and Casino crew show off their ﬂoat for the 2011 Gasparilla parade. Photo below, Pirate Fest Grand Marshal, Jim Belushi throws beads to the crowds of people lined
of Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla.
Following the invasion, the boisterous buc- up along the parade route.
caneers took to the streets of downtown Tampa
in celebration of their victory.
The victory was celebrated in Hard Rock style with a 3.8-mile parade led by actor,
comedian and musician Jim Belushi as the grand marshal.
,QWKHHYHQW¶V\HDUKLVWRU\DSURPLQHQWSXEOLF¿JXUHKDVRQO\EHHQQDPHGDV
the parade’s grand marshal six times.
“As the title sponsor, Seminole Hard Rock is committed to bringing star power to
the Gasparilla event,” said John Fontana, president of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa. “And Jim Belushi is perfect for the grand marshal role. He’s a tremendous
celebrity talent in music, movies and television.”
)ROORZLQJEHKLQG%HOXVKLZHUHPRUHWKDQHODERUDWHÀRDWVZLWKPXVLFDQGFRVtumes, 14 marching bands, more than 50 district Krewes and, of course, Gasparilla’s
pirates throwing out their beads and treasures.
Adding to the festivities, a street festival was held throughout the day with vendors
set up along Ashley Drive in downtown Tampa. The Gasparilla Pirate Fest Street Festival featured stages with live entertainment and food.

7ULEDO2IILFLDOV0HHWDQG*UHHW5HSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURPWKH
1DWLRQDO,QGLDQ*DPLQJ&RPPLVVLRQ

Adina Loochkartt

Tribal ofﬁcials welcomed on Feb. 3 at the Tribal headquarters representatives from the National Indian Gaming Commission, including Chairwoman Tracie
Stevens and Associate Commissioner Daniel J. Little. From left, Truman Bowers, with the Seminole Gaming Commission, Fort Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie, Big
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Stevens, Little, Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Vicechairman of the Seminole Gaming Commission Gordon Wareham. A graduate of University of Washington in Seattle, Stevens is the ﬁrst Native American woman
to chair the commission. She is a member of the Tulalip Tribes in Washington and started working for her Tribe in 1995, in the casino operations. “It’s an honor
to be selected [as chairwoman of the NIGC] and a responsibility that has to be honored,” she said. Also present at the meet and greet were Joel Frank Sr., STOF
Grants Department Director, Paxton Myers, chief of staff for NIGC, Larry Roberts, NIGC general counsel and Lael Echo-Hawk, Counsel to the Chair.

IMMOKALEE – The Tribal Council held its monthly meeting in Immokalee
on Jan. 24. The Tribal leaders passed all of the resolutions on the agenda, including
the following:
$SSURYDORI7ULEDOUHYRFDEOHSHUPLWEHWZHHQ6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD SHUmittor) and Triangle Auto Center, Inc. D/B/A Toyota of Hollywood (permittee) –
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation.
*UDQWRIHDVHPHQWIRUULJKWRIZD\IRU%,$5RDG DND)ORZLQJ:HOO
Road) Bureau of Indian Affairs (grantor) Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Roads
(grantee) – Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation.
)LUVW$PHQGPHQWWR5DYHQVZRRG2I¿FH&HQWHUOHDVHEHWZHHQ5DYHQVZRRG
2I¿FH&HQWHU ODQGORUG DQG6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD WHQDQW 
$SSURYDORIWHUPVKHHWZLWK3URIHVVLRQDO5RGHR&RZER\V$VVRFLDWLRQIRUWKH
title sponsorship of 2011 PRCA Xtreme Bulls Tour.
/LPRXVLQH DQG WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ VHUYLFH DJUHHPHQW ZLWK &DVLQR /LPR &RUS
D/B/A Corporate Coaches.
86)RRGVHUYLFH,QF¿UVWDPHQGPHQWWRPDVWHUGLVWULEXWLRQDJUHHPHQW

(OGHU7DKDPD2VFHROD,VDQ
,QVSLUDWLRQIRU<RXQJHU*HQHUDWLRQV
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

NAPLES — Tahama Osceola’s memories light up her senior years as she recalls the positive changes that have carried her people into the 21st century.
3DQWKHUFODQ7DKDPDZDVWKH¿UVWRIVHYHQFKLOGUHQEHORQJLQJWR&RU\5REHUW
Osceola and his wife, Juanita Cypress Osceola. While they were living at the Musa
,VOH,QGLDQ9LOODJHLQ0LDPLWKHLUGDXJKWHUKDGWKHGLVWLQFWLRQRIEHLQJWKH¿UVW
Seminole baby to be delivered in a Miami hospital, according to a July 12, 1925
article in the Miami Daily News.
During the early years, the Osceolas divided their time between the Miami
tourist attraction and their village in the Everglades in an effort to earn a living.
They eventually made their permanent home in camps that they established in Collier County along the Tamiami Trail, where they sold crafts and organized Seminole crews to participate in the seasonal planting and picking of agricultural crops.
7LPHVZHUHFKDQJLQJDQGWKH2VFHRODVZHUHIUHTXHQWO\FKDOOHQJHGE\WKHQHcessity to adapt between a traditional and contemporary lifestyle. Tahama and her
brothers, Curtis and Pete, were raised along traditional lines similar to the previous
generation.
At an early age Tahama was assigned small tasks around the camp and introduced to the traditional arts and crafts. It was her responsibility to learn how
WRFRRNSODQWDJDUGHQFDUHIRUVPDOOOLYHVWRFNFOHDQ¿VKDQGZLOGJDPHPDNH
clothing and help tend to her younger siblings. As she grew older, she joined the
DGXOWVZRUNLQJLQWKHSURGXFH¿HOGVDQGGULYLQJDWUXFN
The Seminole environment was rapidly changing and by the time that siblings
O.B. Sr., Mary, Guy and Marie arrived, the family recognized the advantages of an
education and enrolled them in school. Tahama was already a young woman and
GLGQRWUHFHLYHWKHEHQH¿WVRIJRLQJWRVFKRROWROHDUQWRUHDGZULWHRUZRUNZLWK
¿JXUHV
The lack of education
did not prevent her from dedicating her life to preserving
the traditional crafts of her
culture and assuming the important role of caring for her
family. Adhering to tradition,
Osceola became an important part of the social structure of her parents’ village
and cared for her mother and
father throughout their senior
years. She remains a strong
advocate of education.
Holding out her hand to
her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, Tahama said,
“This is our culture, but you
must learn the ways of others
and balance what you know
to make a future for all of
us.”
In addition to her own
three children, she continues
WR EH LQÀXHQWLDO LQ WKH OLYHV
of the many young people,
nieces and nephews who
called her parents’ camp
their home.
“My mother and father
believed that it takes a village to raise a child, and their
camp was open to everyone,”
Tahama recalled.
Wanda Zepeda, Tahama’s daughter, remembers
Judy Weeks
WKH VDFUL¿FHV KHU PRWKHU Holidays and family events bring a smile to the face of
made in caring for her ex- Tahama Osceola.
tended family.
³$VD\RXQJZRPDQP\PRPZRUNHGKDUGLQWKH¿HOGVGURYHDIDUPWUXFN
E\GD\DQGGLGKHUVKDUHRIWKHFRRNLQJDWWKHHYHQLQJ¿UH´:DQGDVDLG³7KHORQJ
hours she spent at the sewing machine produced a remarkable skill for making
meticulous Seminole patchwork creations and dolls. I can never thank her enough
for babysitting and teaching our children. Now it is our turn to take care of her.”
Tahama’s son Douglas and his wife Sandy acknowledge the strength of Tahama’s character, which has been passed on to their children.
“Karie Jo, Jessica and Marissa have inherited her strong will and determination,” Sandy said. “These are the characteristics that will serve them throughout
their lives. All of her grandchildren have excelled in school and sought higher education.”
Jessica Osceola said her grandmother began teaching her about our culture at
an early age.
“It wasn’t long before I wanted to know more about our origins and the history of our rich heritage,” she said. “She was a driving force behind my earning a
GHJUHHLQ¿QHDUWVIURP)ORULGD*XOI&RDVW8QLYHUVLW\DQGDFFHSWLQJDSRVLWLRQDV
traditional arts specialist at the Juanita Osceola Center, which is dedicated to the
memory of her mother.”
Grandsons Lee, Brian, Doug and Pedro Zepeda are pursing careers in education, management and preservation of their culture. They have found their grandmother to be an inspiration and willing source of information and encouragement.
“Our Seminole culture is a matriarchal society,” Barbara Osceola-Butera said.
“The women accept a large responsibility for preparing the next generations for the
role they must play in preserving the future of our people.”
“My Aunt Tahama has taken these responsibilities to heart and devoted her life
WRVWULYLQJWRIXO¿OOKHUGHVWLQ\´2VFHROD%XWHUDVDLG³,QKHUTXLHWJHQWOHEXW¿UP
demeanor, she has instilled in us our heritage and the strength of our ancestors, for
which we will always be grateful.”
Tahama said there is one thing that makes her very sad.
“Our young people are not learning their language and if this is lost, it will not
be long before our people are gone,” she said. “It is important that we teach them
so that they can pass this on to their children.”

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

6WXGHQWV9LVLW2NHHFKREHH%DWWOHILHOGIRUDQ2XWGRRU
+LVWRU\/HVVRQRQWKH6HFRQG6HPLQROH:DU

2QHRIWKH7ULEH¶VYHU\RZQ3HGUR=HSHGD
VSRNHWRWKHFKLOGUHQDERXWKRZWKH,QGLDQV
fought in what has become known as guerULOOD ZDUIDUH ZKHUH WKH ,QGLDQV ZRXOG UXQ
OKEECHOBEE — Students of
RXWVKRRWDQGUHWUHDWEDFNLQWRWKHVKUXEV
Pemayetv Emahakv, along with students
Students also got a chance to see a canof the Okeechobee County School District,
QRQJRLQJRIIE\WZR86VROGLHUUHHQDFstepped outside of the classroom for a histotors and hear the history behind the cannons
ry lesson on the grounds of the Okeechobee
XVHG
%DWWOH¿HOG)HE
“A lot of the re-enactors are historians,”
Students got an up close and personal
-RKQV VDLG ³7KH\ NQRZ WKH KLVWRU\ MXVW DV
lesson about the Battle of Okeechobee that
good as any book you can ever pick up,
ZDVIRXJKW'HFDQGLVFRQVLGHUHG
SUREDEO\EHWWHU´
WREHWKHODUJHVWDQG¿HUFHVWEDWWOHEHWZHHQ
The Tribal Culture Department from
86 VROGLHUV DQG 6HPLQROH ,QGLDQV GXULQJ
Pemayetv
Emahakv
took
part in the school day at the
2NHHFKREHH %DWWOH¿HOG DQG
offered samples of traditional
6HPLQROHIRRG
Rachel Buxton
Children purchased knickStudents
listen
to
a
re-enactor
play
the
banjo
as
he
teaches
them
about
how
strings
were made
knacks replicated from the time
from animal entrails.
SHULRGWKDWZHUHRQGLVSOD\
The school day was the kick
off to the annual Okeechobee
%DWWOH )LHOG 5HHQDFWPHQW
KHOG )HE  ZKHUH DQ DFWXDO
battle re-enactment was held
for Seminoles and the general
SXEOLF 'XULQJ WKH DQQXDO UH
enactment, attendees watched
86VROGLHUV¿JKWLQJWKH6HPLQROH,QGLDQVXQWLO&RO=DFKDU\
Taylor declared victory after
WKH6HPLQROH,QGLDQVZLWKGUHZ
back into the swamp and made
WKHLUZD\LQWRWKH(YHUJODGHV
³,I LW ZDVQ¶W IRU WKHLU DQcestors making a bold statement here at this battle and
then swooping back to the EvRachel Buxton erglades, we would have been
Rachel Buxton
Tribal citizen Pedro Zepeda tells the students how their ancestors faught so they could be unconquered today.
FRQTXHUHG´-RKQVVDLG
Culture history teacher Jade Braswell spends the day at the battleﬁeld handing out samples of
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Writer

WKH6HFRQG6HPLQROH:DU
³,W¶V DQ RXWLQJ IRU WKHP WR FRPH DQG
experience what their ancestors did,” said
Tribal Historian Willie Johns, a member
RIWKH2NHHFKREHH%DWWOH¿HOG)ULHQGV,QF
³,W¶VQRW2NHHFKREHH¶VKLVWRU\LW¶VWKH6HPLQROH¶VKLVWRU\´
Re-enactors set up stations that were
VSHFL¿F WR WKH WLPH SHULRG JLYLQJ VWXGHQWV
a chance to visit and learn about different
SDUWVRIWKHZDU
6WXGHQWVJRWWRVHHZKDWDQ,QGLDQFDPS
looked like during the war with re-enactors
GUHVVHGLQWUDGLWLRQDOWLPHSHULRGJDUPHQWV

traditional Seminole food.

Rachel Buxton

Tampa Tribal citizen Herbert Jim tells a legend of his ancestors.

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Students meet a Seminole re-enactor who tells them how the Indians used
to survive in a camp during the war.

A U.S. soldier directs “ﬁre in the hole,” signaling the ﬁring of the cannon.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$

6HPLQROH0RPHQWV3UHVHQWDWLRQ
+RQRUV&RQWHPSRUDU\6HPLQROH$WKOHWLFV
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Writer

Naji Tobias

Seminole Fire Rescue Inspector Bruce Britton conducts a 45-minute session with the Big Cypress seniors on child abduction
and human trafﬁcking over lunch on Feb. 1. Inspector Britton touched on the importance of children not talking to strangers
and always being in a public place with someone they know and trust. The Big Cypress seniors were given a slew of tips on
how to avoid being abducted by a stranger. A 90-second clip from the 2008 movie “Taken” brieﬂy featured the story of a girl
who was abducted by a stranger after receiving permission from her parents to go on a weekend trip.

6HPLQROH)LUH5HVFXH7HDFKHV%LJ&\SUHVV
6HQLRUV+RZWR3UHYHQW$EGXFWLRQ

Naji Tobias

The Feb. 1 abduction prevention session at the Big Cypress Senior Center was attended by several Tribal seniors, who received a lesson on the topic from Seminole Fire Rescue Inspector Bruce Britton.
The 14 seniors – not all pictured here - in attendance were as follows: Pete Aguilar, George Billie, Pilot Billie, Sally Buster,
Daisy Jumper, Theresa Jumper, Virginia Mitchell, Louise Osceola, Ruby Osceola, Rudy Osceola, Harley Roberts, Alice Tigertail, Betty Tigertail and Minnie Tigertail.
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HOLLYWOOD — Everett Osceola, Ah-Tah-ThiKi Museum Tribal community outreach specialist, gave
some much-deserved attention to the topic of ContemSRUDU\6HPLQROH$WKOHWLFVDVSDUWRIWKH¿UVW6HPLQROH
0RPHQWVVHULHVRIWKHQHZ\HDU
Tribal employees gathered in the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium to celebrate the varied athletic contributions of several Seminole men and women over the
GHFDGHV
“Even though we were having wars against us, we
still knew how to have a good time,” Osceola said at the
-DQSUHVHQWDWLRQ
He said Seminole participation in sports dates back
centuries to the days of one traditional game called
VWLFNEDOO7KHJDPHZDVSOD\HGIRUDPXVHPHQWDPRQJ
6HPLQROHV GXULQJ WKH WKUHH 6HPLQROH:DUV LQ )ORULGD
IURPWR
Known today as a street game related to baseball,
the game is usually formed as a pick-up game with a
UXEEHU EDOO DQG EURRPVWLFN KDQGOH 0RGHUQ GD\ ODChris C. Jenkins
crosse is known to be a descendant of the game and
was played between both the men and women in many Everett Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal community
RIWKH1DWLYHFRPPXQLWLHV'XULQJFDUQLYDOVDQGRWKHU outreach specialist, gives a special presentation on Semispecial occasions, canoe races and aquatic sports were nole athletes during the most recent Seminole Moments
series for Tribal employees in the Tribal Headquarters AuDOVRIHDWXUHG
Osceola also discussed some of the more recent ditorium Jan. 20.
6HPLQROHDWKOHWHVWRH[FHOLQWKHVSRUWVZRUOG
Tiger was known as an all-state, all-city and all+ROO\ZRRG 7ULEDO &RXQFLO 5HS 0D[ % 2VFHROD county punter/free safety and team captain for McAr-UDYLG8QLYHUVLW\RI0LDPLDOXPQXVDQGIDQSOD\HG WKXU+LJK6FKRROLQ+ROO\ZRRG
IRRWEDOO LQ KLV ODWH WHHQV +LV WHDP ZRQ D QDWLRQDO
David Cypress, former Big Cypress Tribal Council
FKDPSLRQVKLSRQWKHMXQLRUFROOHJHOHYHOLQ2NODKRPD 5HSUHVHQWDWLYHDQGJUDSSOHUKHOGD\HDUUHFRUGXQWLO
Moses Jumper, longtime director of recreation for UHFHQWO\IRUWKHIDVWHVWSLQLQDPDWFK
the Hollywood Reservation known as “Big Shot” in the
-DUULG 6PLWK UHFHQW PDVWHU¶V GHJUHH JUDGXDWH RI
community, played catcher for the semi-professional )ORULGD$WODQWLF8QLYHUVLW\ZDVDWKUHH\HDUVWDUWHURQ
'DQLD5HGELUGVEDVHEDOORUJDQL]DWLRQ
the offensive line, offensive team MVP and co-captain
Steven Bowers, military advocate and current IRUWKH2ZOVWDNLQJWKHPWRDQVFKRROUHFRUG6XQ
*RYHUQRU¶V &RXQFLO /LDLVRQ RQ ,QGLDQ$IIDLUV IRU WKH Belt Conference championship and New Orleans Bowl
Tribe, also excelled on the gridiron for the Dania Blue YLFWRU\LQ
Devils as a part of three straight undefeated Pop Warner
Tribal women Yvonne Courtney and Mary Huff
SRXQGOHYHOWHDPVLQWKHV
KDYHDOVRPDGHVLJQL¿FDQWVSRUWVFRQWULEXWLRQV&RXUW³,QWKRVHWLPHV,OHDUQHGWRJHWDORQJZLWKSHRSOH
ney was a triple threat letterman
away from my own Tribe, as well
in basketball, volleyball and
as sportsmanship, discipline and
softball, while pitcher Huff was
FRPSHWLWLRQ´%RZHUVVDLG
IHDWXUHGLQWKH-DQHGLWLRQRI
Harry Billie and David
the Seminole Tribune after acJumper shined on the baseball
cepting a scholarship to play at
GLDPRQGDQGLQWUDFNDQG¿HOG
WKH8QLYHUVLW\RI&HQWUDO)ORULGD
Billie was a star baseball
Treasurer Tiger said the enplayer and went on to play protire presentation brought back a
IHVVLRQDOO\ ZLWK PDMRU OHDJXH
ORWRIIRQGPHPRULHV
EDVHEDOO¶V3LWWVEXUJK3LUDWHV
“Sports made me more efJumper was a wiz in crossfective as a human being and
country running and was often
opened many doors for us [as
referred to by the nickname
6HPLQROHV@´ KH VDLG ³:H ZHUH
³%DUHIRRW6HPLQROH´
talented in what we did, and peo“David [Jumper] was a
SOHOLNHZLQQHUV´
great long distance runner and
Tiger said, “Whenever
his stamina was far superior
knowledge, skill and ability
Chris C. Jenkins come together you can accomto anyone else out there in his
time,” said Mike Tiger, Tribal Tribal Council Treasurer and former football SOLVKDORWRIWKLQJV´
Council treasurer and former player Mike Tiger reminisces on his playing
)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ YLVLW
SLJVNLQVWDQGRXWRI-XPSHU
days and other Tribal athletes.
ZZZVHPLQROHUHFFRP

FOR SALE

Darlene Quinn
Call 954-609-6922

*5($7'($/21(67$%/,6+('1,*+7&/8%,17+(
6(0,12/(3$5$',6($77+(+$5'52&.+27(/ 
&$6,12,1)257/$8'(5'$/()/25,'$

ved
o
m
s
a
h
n
o
is
ia
L
k
c
u
Your car & Tr
to

)25025(,1)250$7,21&$//
35,1&,3/(621/<3/($6(

le
a
d
r
e
d
u
a
L
.
t
F
f
o
d
Maroone For
04

33
3
l
F
,
le
a
d
r
e
d
u
a
L
t
F
,
1333 N Federal Hwy
US1
n
o
d
lv
b
e
is
r
n
u
S
f
o
Three blocks north

sed
U
d
n
a
w
e
N
ls
e
d
o
M
ll
All makes a
omed
lc
e
W
s
e
p
y
t
it
d
e
r
C
All
roblem!
P
o
N
it
d
e
r
C
d
e
g
n
e
ll
Good Credit or Cha
s
e
s
a
h
c
r
u
P
ll
A
r
o
f
e
c
aintenan
M
ic
s
a
B
r
a
e
Y
o
w
T
Free
011
2
1,
3
r
e
b
m
e
c
e
D
l
il
t
From Now

Judith A. Homko
Marital & Family Law

Divorce
Modifications
Appeals
Child Support

Alimony
Prenuptial Agreements
Paternity Issues
Domestic Violence

 _  )D[
320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$

$K7DK7KL.L0XVHXP·V3HGUR=HSHGD
5HFHLYHV-RE3URPRWLRQ

to expand their outreach operations to Tribal
entities such as the Tribe’s Boys & Girls Club,
the Ahfachkee School and Pemayetv Emahakv
BIG CYPRESS – For Tribal citizen Pe- Charter School.
dro Zepeda, the preservation of the Seminole
These expansive operations are geared
7ULEH¶VKLVWRU\LVDQDUWIRUPDQGDVLJQL¿FDQW toward having a series of outside speaking enpart of who he is.
gagements, which primarily center on promotRecently, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum ing the museum’s Seminole art and culture to
recognized Zepeda for his knowledge and ex- general public arenas that have yet to be tapped
perience in sharing the Seminole culture with into.
the Tribal citizens and the outside world. The
“Looking at the bigger picture, it’s imTribal department recently promoted him to portant for me to pass on the knowledge I’ve
traditional arts and outreach coordinator.
gained to our Tribal citizens and to the general
Zepeda, who has been with the Ah-Tah- public,” Zepeda said. “It’s such a good thing
Thi-Ki Museum in Big Cypress since February to let people know who we are and what our
2007, started as the department’s oral history history means to us.”
coordinator. Following a stint in that position,
Growing up in the Naples community,
he later moved up to be the museum’s tradi- Zepeda was heavily involved in the traditional
tional arts coordinator.
arts. He said much of that came from learning
In both of Zepeda’s previous positions, his the art of sewing, beadwork and wood carving
from his ancestors.
“My grandmother and
grandfather [Tahama Osceola
DQG,QJUDP%LOOLH-U@KDYHGH¿nitely had a huge impact on my
interest in our traditional culture,” Zepeda said. “They, along
with my great-grandmother,
Juanita Osceola, planted that
seed for the Naples community.
For the Seminole people, it’s
important for us to just come together and stay connected.”
Zepeda, a 2001 Lely High
School graduate, earned a bachelor’s degree in art from Stetson
University in 2005.
Shortly after graduating
from college, Zepeda took a
job with the Ahfachkee School,
where he served as an art teacher
for two years.
But when Zepeda saw an
Naji Tobias opportunity to move his career
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Pedro Zepeda was recently promoted to forward, particularly in the muVHXP¿HOGKHWRRNLWXSRQKLPtraditional arts and outreach coordinator.
self to share his knowledge of art
primary role has focused on conducting pre- with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.
sentations for the Tribal citizens and the genPaul Perry, the museum’s program coeral public. Much of Zepeda’s work through- ordinator, saw Zepeda as a worthy person to
out his time at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum has represent the Tribe as the outreach coordinabeen showcased through the Seminole Mo- tor, citing his interpersonal skills and his vast
ments series.
knowledge of the Seminole culture and tradiSeminole Moments, a series of presenta- tions.
tions that focuses on topics such as traditional
“It was a fairly easy decision to make,”
foods, traditional clothing and traditional art, Perry said of Zepeda’s promotion to outreach
has made monthly appearances in Big Cypress, coordinator. “Pedro comes from a very wellBrighton, Fort Pierce, Hollywood, Immokalee known family and he’s very well connected
and Tampa for the past couple of years.
with the community. It’s such a critical posiThe well-received series has now begun tion within the museum. With that being said,
an expansion to the Naples community, with I believe Pedro has the ability to reach out to
possible plans to make an appearance in the both the Tribal and non-Tribal audience.”
Trail community.
Perry and Zepeda said the recent move
“Seminole Moments has been one of our will play a major role in continuing the efforts
most successful programs,” Zepeda said. “We to preserve the Seminole history.
get all positive feedback from the surveys we
“We’re a small Tribe, so it’s up to each of
take after each of our presentations. People al- us to preserve our culture and our traditions,”
ways come up to us and say they enjoy them.” Zepeda said. “If we don’t do that, no one will
While Zepeda will continue to conduct do it for us. The Tribe, the government and
Seminole Moments presentations with his out- our departments should work together to keep
reach team – Willie Johns, Vandall Samuels the traditions alive. We’re all working hard to
and Everett Osceola – he and his team are set make sure that happens.”
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Writer

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

From left, Pastor Bruce Pratt presents Fred Phillips, Josh Jumper and Alphonso Tigertail with the literary tools that will assist
them in spreading the Gospel.

Mr. Pringle offers a closing prayer for Alphonso Tigertail, Josh Jumper and
Fred Phillips and their families.

%LJ&\SUHVV)LUVW%DSWLVW&KXUFK3UHVHQWV/LFHQVLQJ6HUYLFH
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress
)LUVW%DSWLVW&KXUFKZDV¿OOHGWRFDSDFity Jan. 30, when visitors joined members
of the congregation to witness a licensing
service for three devoted Christians, who
had received the call of their Lord to serve
their fellow man.

Judy Weeks

Alphonso Tigertail is animated by the telling
of his personal story of commitment.

During welcoming remarks, Moses Jumper Jr. provided a brief historical
background of the acceptance of Christianity by the Seminole people.
“Native American missionaries from
Oklahoma initially brought their faith to
our ancestors,” Jumper said. “Revivals by
men like Stanley Smith and Billy Osceola spread the gospel during the 1920s to
1950s. Many of our leaders were blessed
by their commitment to Christianity.”
Following the invocation, Pastor
Bruce Pratt said, “A licensing service
is designed to pass the authority of the

church to fellow Christians who are called
to administer to their community and
spread the gospel. A required standard for
a preacher is set by God to His church. We
believe these men have met these standards. May God bless this service, these
three men and their families.”
Van Samuels led the congregation in
the singing of hymns and then returned
the service to Pratt.
“Alphonso Tigertail, Josh Jumper
and Fred Phillips have heard the call of
the Lord and will give testimony of their
salvation and call to the ministry,” Pratt
said. “They have received a vote of approval from our church members.”
One at a time, the three men came
Judy Weeks
forward and reviewed their lives prior
to accepting the Lord. They related their Raised as a Christian, Josh Jumper said he
experiences upon receiving the call to felt a personal call to serve his fellow man
Christianity and service to others. Fre- through the Church after he became an adult.
quently referring to the Bible, they sought
the wisdom of its words to express their the magnitude of their commitment.
feelings and share their faith.
Joined by their families, the new lay
Calling Alphonso Tigertail, Josh pastors received a Handshake Blessing
Jumper and Fred Phillips before the con- from the members of the congregation
gregation, Pratt said, “These men have at the end of the service. A celebratory
exercised their religious beliefs and are luncheon buffet was served at the Billie
led by the Lord to preach the Gospel. The Swamp Safari’s Swamp Water Cafe.
call of the Lord is
upon them.”
He presented
each of the men
ZLWK D &HUWL¿FDWH
of License and
the tools of their
service, which included Bible study
materials.
Junior Billie
consecrated
the
moment with a
Prayer of Blessing.
A longtime member of the Church
and Sunday school
Judy Weeks
teacher, Mr. Pring- From left, Moses Jumper Jr. congratulates Fred Phillips, Josh Jumper
le spoke to each of and Alphonso Tigertail for having accepted the call of the Lord to serve
the men regarding their fellow man.

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

6HPLQROH&DVLQR&RFRQXW&UHHN2IIHUVD7ULEXWHWR+HURHV
ries with the audience and sent a message of
love and unity.
In their only visit to South Florida and
The Seminole Casino Coconut Creek fresh from a family vacation at Disney World
welcomed international, national and lo- in Orlando, the 13 present miners thanked
cal heroes Feb. 4, who were recognized for the audience and the world for their support
their achievements and acknowledged for and love, while they were trapped 2,300 feet
underground last year in a collapsed mine.
the miracles they made happen.
)ORUHQFLR$YDORVZDVWKH¿UVWPLQThe honored guests at A Tribute to Heroes and Miracles were 13 of the 33 rescued er to be rescued after 69 days of waiting in
the mine.
“I thought of my sons and wife,”
Avalos said of his moments trapped
underneath.
“I feel different; to be a normal
miner and now to travel everywhere,”
he said.
Avalos said the symbol of the 33
is that we all need peace, unity and to
understand each other.
Daniel Herrera, 28, was the 16th
miner to get out.
When coming out of the mine he
said he felt happiness and anxiety at
the same time. He said he was happy
to be out but restless for leaving the
others behind.
“At all times I thought the worst
could happen,” Herrera said.
Speaking of his experience, he
Adina Loochkartt said, “I am the same, maybe a little
Panama City School Board shooting Mike Jones and Gin- more lucky. God gave me the opportunity to do something good.”
ger Littleton were honored for their courage.
The good he is talking about is
Chilean miners; hero and heroine of the that their story will raise awareness to the
Panama City School Board shooting Mike tough life miners lead everywhere.
“I hope that this will never happen to
Jones and Ginger Littleton; “All My Children” actor and war veteran J.R. Martinez; anyone else,” he said.
The other miners honored at the SemiParalympian Bradley Johnson and cancer
survivor Ana Gospodinoff, accompanied by nole Casino Coconut Creek were Mario
Sepulveda, Dario Segovia, Pablo Rojas,
her caregiver and husband, Victor.
One by one, the heroes shared their sto- Jose Ojeda, Carlos Bugueno, Renan Avalos,
BY ADINA LOOCHKARTT
Senior Editor

Claudio Acuña, Samuel Avalos, Esteban Rojas, Carlos Mamani and Victor Segovia.
A local hero, retired detective on duty
Jones, saved the lives of Bay County school
board members on Dec. 15 when he stopped
JXQPDQ&OD\'XNHZKRRSHQHGJXQ¿UHDWD
public meeting. School Board member Littleton became famous for her brave gesture,
trying to knock the pistol from the attacker’s
hand with her purse.
Jones came with his wife, Colleen, to
the event. “I’m extremely proud,” she said.
“He is modest – always.”
Martinez was severely burned and almost killed when a land mine exploded under his military Humvee while serving in
Iraq in 2003. His injuries required more than
30 surgeries. Martinez became a motivational speaker and an actor, playing combat
veteran Brot Monroe in the ABC-TV soap
“All My Children.” He is also a spokesman
for Operation Finally Home and for the Iraq
War Hero Foundation.
“All I’ve heard from all these stories
here is that I’m not a hero,” Martinez said.
“But everyone experiences their own kind of
war, battle.
“Mike [Jones], Ginger [Littleton],
you’re absolutely heroes. Start to embrace
that,” he added.
Pompano Beach attorney Johnson partially lost his legs in a car accident, after attending the University of Florida and taking
his law school entrance exams.
“I’ve done things that I couldn’t have
done before,” Johnson said of his changed
life after the accident.
Upon graduation, he got involved in
disabled sports, and eventually participated
in competitive sailing and sitting volleyball
for the U.S. team. He also competed in the
2000 Paralympic Games in Sydney, Austra-

lia, the 2004 Paralympic in Athens, Greece
in 2007, the Parapan
American Games in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, and
in the 2010 Sitting Volleyball World Championships.
A quote from Johnson’s video presentation said, “I realize I
am more than the parts
I have lost.”
Today
Johnson
Adina Loochkartt
works on changing public attitudes and percep- Actor and war veteran J.R. Martinez talks about the battles people
tions toward disability have to face in life, and how these battles turn them into heroes.
through The Hartford,
the United Mine Workers of America Minfounding sponsor of U.S. Paralympics.
ers Aid Fund, the American Cancer Society
Ana Gospodinoff, from Miami, sur- and Disabled American Veterans.
vived brain and breast cancer and miracuCall the Pavilion at Seminole Casino
lously recovered after the doctors gave her Coconut Creek, 5550 NW 40th Street, Coa 3 percent chance of survival. Her husband conut Creek, Fla., at 954-977-6700, or visit
Victor didn’t accept that prognosis and Ana www.seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com.
agreed to undergo four aggressive treatments simultaneously. “She was down to 74
pounds at some point,” Victor said.
The American Cancer Society chose her
as their honorary female cancer survivor at
a Relay for Life event in her hometown of
Miami. Shortly after the event, doctors were
XQDEOHWR¿QGDQ\FDQFHULQKHUOLYHUOXQJV
or bones.
“I thank him for being with me every
step of the way, and for being such a good
caregiver,” Ana said of her husband. “He is
my hero.”
“I always believed that unity is strength;
attitude is everything,” she said. “Whatever
\RX GR QHYHU JLYH XS NHHS RQ ¿JKWLQJ
‘cause miracles do happen.”
$OO SURFHHGV IURP WKH HYHQW EHQH¿WHG

Adina Loochkartt

Adina Loochkartt

Thirteen of the 33 rescued Chilean miners were invited to the Seminole Casino Coconut Creek on Feb. 4 and honored during the A Tribute to Heroes event.

Pompano Beach attorney and Paralympian
Bradley Johnson lost parts of both of his
legs in a car accident, but found the way to
accomplish his life goals.
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<RXWK(QMR\1HZ0XVLF5RRPDW-XDQLWD2VFHROD&HQWHU
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

Janice Osceola

From left, Big Cypress senior men’s archery participants Ingram Billie Jr., Tommie Billie, Rudy Osceola,
Joe B. Osceola, Allen Jumper and Joe Junior Billie are all reveling in the moment at the Jan. 26 Big
Cypress Senior Culture Day festivities with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right.

%LJ&\SUHVV6HQLRUV
&RPH7RJHWKHU)RU&XOWXUH'D\

Janice Osceola

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal Elder Louise Billie places second in the women’s archery competition.

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Culture employee
Judy Jim cooks catﬁsh for lunch under the
Family Investment Center’s chickee.

BIG CYPRESS SENIORS
CULTURE DAY - RESULTS
Bingo
1. Juanita Billie
2. Violet Jim
3. Minnie Tigertail, 4. Louise
Billie
Hatchet Throw
Women
1. Louise Billie
2. Ruby Osceola
3. Louise Osceola;
Men
1. Joe B. Osceola

2. Tommie Billie
3. Rudy Osceola
Pan Toss
Women
1. Minnie Tigertail
2. Louise Billie
3. Lucille Jumper;
Men
1. Joe B. Osceola
2. Joe Junior Billie
3. Tommie W. Billie
Archery
Women
1. Janice Osceola

2. Louise Billie
3. Louise Osceola;
Men
1. Joe B. Osceola
2. Rudy Osceola
3. Ingram Billie

NAPLES — The new music room
at the Juanita Osceola Center opened
on Feb. 7 with the Music Beat Jam
Session. An eager crowd of youngsters
hurried to complete their homework
and tutoring sessions to participate in
WKHIXQ¿OOHGDFWLYLWLHVIURPWRSP
Local musician and teacher
George Colyer, accompanied by musician Gabriel “Gabe the Babe” Mejia,
welcomed the group of budding artists and encouraged them to try out
the variety of instruments at their disposal. Within a few minutes, the room
ZDV¿OOHGZLWKDPHGOH\RIQRWHVDQG
cheerful voices.
Circulating around the room, the
item that drew the most attention was
a didgeridoo.
Marissa Osceola, who plays clarinet and acoustic guitar, had recently
acquired the wind instrument carved
from the agave plant by Australian aborigines. She offered to let everyone

attempt to blow into the horn and develop their own style of harmony.
During the previous year, the Center sponsored a series of music workshops and jam sessions, which have developed a keen interest in the younger
generation of the Naples Community.
Many of the school students are
currently participating in band and
chorus. The very young are just beginning to have exposure to musical appreciation and look forward to having
an opportunity to try out various instruments and sing as a group.
Music camp with Casper and the
602 Band proved to be an overwhelming success, and with the conclusion
of the project, there were numerous
requests for a continuing program and
a place for the children to take music
lessons.
In order to accommodate the increase of participants, the Center has
established a larger music room with
drums, keyboards, guitars and percussion instruments.

Judy Weeks

Logan Walden and Dominic Osceola-Lugo attempt to
duplicate the music being played on the keyboards
by Marissa Osceola.

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

From left, Marissa Osceola listens as George Colyer picks out a melody on his guitar to accompany Gabriel ‘Gabe the Babe’ Mejia on the didgeridoo in the Juanita Osceola Center’s
new music room.

Marissa Osceola helps Joseph Osceola-Lugo to
get familiar with the didgeridoo.

&RPPXQLW\0HPEHUV([SORUH
7UDGLWLRQDO6HPLQROH&XOWXUHDW+ROO\ZRRG:RUNVKRS

Knife Throw
Women
1. Janice Osceola
2. Louise Osceola
3. Louise Billie;
Men
1. Joe B. Osceola
2. Rudy Osceola
3. Tommie W. Billie

%ULJKWRQ5HVHUYDWLRQ/DXQFKHV
%R\V *LUOV&OXE&KDSWHU
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

lar kickball games or dodgeball that we do,”
Doud said. “And really what it’s all about is
having fun in a safe environment.”
Tribal Council insisted that Brighton get
its own Boys & Girls Club since chapters
already exist on the Hollywood and Big Cypress Reservations.
In weeks to come, the Brighton Boys &
*LUOV &OXE KRSHV WR KDYH DOO SRVLWLRQV ¿OOHG
and to turn the Charter School cafeteria into
a meeting place for the club every day after

BRIGHTON — The Brighton youth got
a sample of what’s in store as they kicked
off the Brighton chapter of the Boys & Girls
Club Feb. 1 with an exciting game of Fear
Factor held at the Charter School.
“It’s a soft roll out, we’re coming out
KHUH WZR WLPHV D ZHHN XQWLO ZH FDQ ¿OO WKH
fulltime positions and then be out here every
day,” said Thomas Doud, the unit manager
of the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club.
Twelve Brighton youth showed up for
the newly established chapter geared up
for anything and everything.
Before the fun began, the students had
a homework hour where staff assisted the
students in completing their homework for
the day.
“We strive to help the youth be successful in their academics, as well as their
social skills,” Doud said.
The Seminole Fire Rescue joined in
the afternoon activities by grilling hamburgers and hotdogs for everyone to enjoy.
With full stomachs, the students headed outdoors for a messy game of Fear FacRachel Buxton
tor, ready to explore healthy risks and chalShyla
Gopher
spits
the
paciﬁer
out
after
ﬁnding
it in
lenge their fears.
.LGVWRVVHGHJJVVHDUFKHGIRUSDFL¿- the slop.
ers in slop without using their hands and
attempted a new challenge, the slingshot school.
slope, where they had to catch slop-soaked
“Having a Boys & Girls Club brings the
VSRQJHV LQ D ÀRZHUSRW DWWDFKHG WR D KHOPHW community together,” Doud said. “I think the
worn on their heads.
youth here in Brighton can expect just to have
“We just try to put something different a good time.”
out there, different from the actual or regu-

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Valerie Marone from Family Services helps LaShae King
with her homework during the Boys & Girls Club homework hour.

LaShae King attempts to catch the slopsoaked sponge in her helmet.

Aimee Hoyt

Cassandra Osceola works on completing a hat at the sewing
station at the Cultural Workshop in the Seminole Recreation
Gym Jan. 27-28. The two-day event offered beading, carving,
and basket weaving stations for all ages to learn and practice
traditional Seminole culture.

Aimee Hoyt

Morgan DeVito, left, and Victoria Lacey string beads to make long fourstrand necklaces.

%ULJKWRQ6:$033DUWLHVDW)RXUWK
$QQXDO9DOHQWLQH·V'D\'LQQHU'DQFH
The Brighton Recreation Department and the Family Services Department teamed up to sponsor the
S.W.A.M.P.’s (Seminoles Without Addictions Make Progress!) Fourth Annual
Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance on Thursday, Feb. 10 at the Brighton Gymnasium.
The dinner featured a delicious buffet
table and chocolate fountains while the
dance provided great music, limbo, and
hula hoop competitions!
The Valentine’s Dance Royalty was:
Queen of Hearts - Crysten Smith, King
of Hearts -Richard Harris, Princess of
Hearts -Chloe Chalfant, and Prince of
Hearts - Andrew Fish.
The S.W.A.M.P. is an Alcohol/Drug
Prevention program for Brighton Youth
& Teens between the ages of 7 to 18
years and the Valentine’s Day Dinner
Dance is one way that Drug-Free Fun AlVALENTINE CANDY TESTERS!: SUNNI BEARDEN, ODESSA ternatives are encouraged!

VALENTINE DANCE OFF WINNER!:
BRIDGET KOONTZ

KING, AND CHLOE CHALFANT

PRINCE & PRINCESS OF HEARTS! – ANDREW FISH AND CHLOE CHALFANT

KING & QUEEN OF HEARTS! – RICHARD HARRIS
AND CRYSTEN SMITH

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

VALENTINE’S DAY BRINGS JOY AND LOVE

-LPPLH+DQNDQG0DULH2VFHROD
$UHD6KLQLQJ([DPSOHRI9DOHQWLQH6SLULW

/RYH,V6WURQJDIWHU<HDUVIRU5HHVHDQG$QJLH%HUW
Reese continued, “We all come together at the table and
when Grandma says eat, we eat. If you don’t sit at the table,
you’re liable to get left out. Those kids can eat.”
BRIGHTON — Twenty years together and Reese and
Both agree that marriage has been a life lesson for them.
Angie Bert still look at each other and giggle.
They admit to having their fallouts just like any couple. They
It was more than 23 years ago that Angie’s late father, said when things aren’t working they talk through the issues,
Andrew Fish, pastor for the First Indian Baptist Church in and if either is in the wrong they apologize.
%ULJKWRQDWWKHWLPH¿UVWLQWURGXFHGWKHWZR
“I was told once that apologies are like tissues,” Reese
“I remember that day,” Reese said smiling.
said. “You use them and then get another.”
Reese became involved with the church while home
Angie said that marriage has truly helped her grow up
from college. During his breaks from Haskell Indian Nations and learn a lot of patience.
University in Lawrence, Kan.,
Both said that marriage
Reese and Angie dated.
LV DERXW PDNLQJ VDFUL¿FHV DQG
On Feb. 23, 1991, Reese and
learning to compromise.
Angie were married by Angie’s
Over the past years their
uncle, J.B. Fish, in the church
view on marriage hasn’t really
where their romance sparked.
changed. They said that going
Their wedding day not only
into it they didn’t look at it as
brought the couple together, but
absolute bliss and living on
it also helped reunite Reese with
clouds.
his biological father. The two
“I looked at it as a partnerclaim that their marriage brought
ship,” Reese said.
the entire family together and
The two advise young cougave Reese the opportunity to
ples to be prepared for the reknow another side of his famsponsibilities of raising a family.
ily, a value that Reese and Angie
They advise not to start a family
hold close.
until they are absolutely com“Family means everything,”
mitted to putting their children
Angie said. “You always have to
¿UVW
SXW\RXUIDPLO\¿UVW´
While Reese and Angie
When speaking about their
don’t get much alone time havrelationship, Reese and Angie
ing 10 kids in the house, they
always include family.
started a tradition last year that
With six children of their
they hope to carry on. They travREESE AND ANGIE BERT
own, the couple took in Angie’s
eled to Las Vegas without the
sister’s six children. With two of the children out of the children.
house, Reese and Angie have knocked their count down to
“It was nice, just the two of us and we were able to relax
10 kids in the house. They are blessed to have Angie’s mom, and be by ourselves,” Angie said.
Emma, living with them to help with the younger children.
Reese said jokingly, “After two days of Angie crying
“Can you imagine what our food bill is?” Reese jokes. from missing the kids we had a great time.”
“Donations are accepted.”
When asked what their favorite memory has been toEven with everyone having different schedules and with gether, neither one hesitated. “Vegas,” they said.
the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life, the Bert family still
Reese and Angie stick to their belief that family is evsits down to dinner as a family. They have not only one din- erything and that is truly what has made their relationship so
ing room table, but three.
strong and able to last through all of the trials and tribula“It’s how we were taught,” Angie said.
tions.
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

SDUW\ODVW\HDU³7KH¿UVWWLPH,KDGHYHQEHHQWRD
restaurant before was with him [husband Jimmie
Hank].”
HOLLYWOOD — For half a century, Jim“We have enjoyed a good life and time tomie Hank and Marie Osceola have celebrated gether, and even through the hard times we have
their lives together as one of the Tribe’s longest stuck together,” Jimmie Hank said.
standing married couples.
Marie said her admiration for Jimmie Hank as
Both have remained steadfast in their com- her one and only love still endures.
mitment to one another for half a century with
“I never knew we would last as long as we
their 51 anniversary fast approaching in June.
have,” Marie said. “I am very happy and [the mar“Everyday is special because after over 50 riage] gets better every year. He is my best friend.
years we still love each other and do things to“He is the right man for me. He has been pagether,” Jimmie Hank said.
tient and loving, and we have
“Over 50 years later I still see
a lot in common so that has
that pretty girl, nothing much
helped also. But most of all
has changed.”
God has been involved, too,”
Both are a living testashe continued.
ment to the true spirit of the
The history of Valentine’s
annual celebration of love
Day (Feb. 14) is a day known
known as Valentine’s Day, alto celebrate and symbolize
though Jimmie Hank said the
love and affection. The day is
day has never really held great
named after Christian martyrs
meaning for the two.
Valentine of Rome and Valen“We never really thought
tine of Terni and was estabtoo much about Valentine’s
lished by Pope Gelasius I in
Day. It has never been any500 A.D.
thing big to us, we may go out
In the Middle Ages the
and eat each year, but I never
day was associated with roJRW LQWR WKH ÀRZHUV DQG FDQmantic love in the circle of
dies and all that stuff,” he said.
Geoffrey Chaucer. Modern
He said the couple did
symbols of the day mainly
enjoy the Seniors’ Valentine’s
consist of hearts, doves, and
Day party held at the HollyWKH ¿JXUH RI WKH ZLQJHG &Xwood Senior Center on Valenpid.
tine’s Day.
Cupid is known historicalJIMMIE HANK AND MARIE OSCEOLA
Their courtship and jourly as the Roman God of Love
ney began through mutual friends and family in- and has always played a role in the celebration of
WURGXFLQJ WKH WZR ZLWK -LPPLH +DQN RI¿FLDOO\ romance. As the son of Venus (Goddess of love)
showing his interest at Marie’s sweet 16 birthday and Mars (God of war), he is known as a mischieparty. In spite of a seven-year age difference, a vous, winged child with arrows that are piercing
year later they were wed.
to the hearts of his victims, causing them to fall
“I was just having fun at the time, going out in love. The name is derived from the Latin word
to the movies and other stuff. I had never been out cupido, which means “desire.”
before,” Marie explained at their 50th anniversary
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

&RXSOH%HWW\DQG.HHQR.LQJ6KDUH9DOXDEOH/RYH1XJJHWV
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Naji Tobias

The Big Cypress Preschool’s 2-year-old class shows some Valentine’s Day love at the
Big Cypress Preschool’s Valentine’s Day gift exchange party on Feb. 14.

%LJ&\SUHVV3UHVFKRROHUV([FKDQJH
*LIWVIRU9DOHQWLQH·V'D\

Naji Tobias

The 3-year-olds share a Valentine’s Day moment after their gift exchange session
concludes.

BIG CYPRESS – It’s all about communication, love, peace and happiness.
Those attributes can apply to the marriage
of Big Cypress Tribal senior Betty King and her
husband, Keeno King.
Just minutes before the couple left their
home in Big Cypress to share some quality time
on the night of Valentine’s Day, they candidly
talked about tips on how to maintain a healthy
and lasting relationship.
They have been married for 28 years and
said that open communication and honesty are
two important keys to keeping a long-term relationship intact.
“You have to give in a little sometimes,”
Betty said. “It’s also a good idea to not take
things seriously all the time. You want to keep
that spark in your relationship.”
Keeno, a native of Oklahoma, said that
having faith in a higher authority is perhaps the
most important thing for a couple. He said it
keeps a relationship grounded and allows for a
chance to overcome down moments.
“Sometimes you’ll have differences in a
marriage, but it will all work itself out in the
end,” Keeno said. “The main thing is to have
faith in God. In our marriage, we live by the
principle. We want to be an example to others.
We want people to know that they can get married and enjoy it for the rest of their lives.”
The Kings met at New Testament Church
in the 1970s when Keeno, then a resident of
Oklahoma, came to Big Cypress with a gospel
singing group, hailing from Cold Springs Baptist Church in Konawa, Okla.
The fateful meeting between the Kings
came as a result of the Oklahoma-based gospel

+DUG5RFN6HPLQROH3DUDGLVH
+RVWV:HGGLQJ9RZ5HQHZDO&HUHPRQ\

ships that have a “special” bond in it – particularly in a marriage.
“You have to take your marriage vows seriously,” Betty said. “When you walk down that
DLVOH\RXWHOO\RXUVLJQL¿FDQWRWKHUWKDW\RX¶OO
be there for better or worse, through sickness
and health and until death does you part. That’s
what it’s all about.”
A prime example of keeping such a sacred
vow is that fact that Betty is willing to drive
her husband, Keeno, around anywhere and anytime he wants to, after Keeno suffered a stroke
recently.
Betty said it’s important to back up what
was spoken at the marriage altar, thus making
for a lasting marriage experience.
“We have to make a commitment to each
other,” Betty. “It’s the way God wants us to be.”
:KHQDVNHGDERXWWKHVLJQL¿FDQWRIIDPLO\
values, Betty said there’s one thing that should
be placed above all else.
“Family is important, but it can’t be above
God,” Betty said.
Keeno is steadily recovering from his
stroke.
“You’re going to have problems; everybody does,” he said. “Having faith in God will
allow you to overcome all things in life. I’ve
been sick, but I’ve had three people that come
to visit me and lift me up everyday. When I see
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit, I know that everything will be all right
because they cover me and take care of me.”
Betty offered some parting thoughts: “You
really love someone when you accept and embrace that person’s quirks and idiosyncrasies,”
BETTY AND KEENO KING
she said. “I have some and he has some, but we
love each other for that. We try to apply love
group serving on a missionary trip to Florida.
They said it’s important to cherish relation- in our marriage everyday. Our lives have been
blessed because of it.”

,PPRNDOHH6HQLRUV&HOHEUDWH
9DOHQWLQH·V'D\ZLWK%LQJRDQG/XQFK

Chris C. Jenkins

Several couples stand in anticipation of a massive wedding/vow renewal ceremony as part
of Valentine’s Day festivities at the Hard Rock
Seminole Paradise Live on Feb. 13. The event
was presided by members of the clergy and
special guest performer and Elvis Presley tribute artist Chris MacDonald.
Judy Weeks

From left, Immokalee Seniors Agnes Cypress, Joseph Billie, Linda Frank,
Elaine Aguilar, Elizabeth Tiger and Sylvia Marrero play several rounds of
Bingo before sharing a Valentine’s Day lunch on Feb. 9.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$

VALENTINE’S DAY BRINGS JOY AND LOVE

%LJ&\SUHVV6HQLRUV&HOHEUDWHDQG'DQFH$ZD\
DW9DOHQWLQH·V'D\/XQFKHRQ3DUW\

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal seniors Mary Tigertail and Tommy Watts Billie are
all smiles as they share in their excitement after winning door prizes.

Big Cypress Senior Center Director Cecilia Guzman, left, congratulates Tribal Elder Ruby Osceola on winning a door prize.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal senior Theresa Jumper and Big
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger share a
moment on the dance ﬂoor as they party away.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal senior Steven Bowers kisses wife Elizabeth to celebrate Valentine’s Day and their second-year anniversary.

President Richard Bowers Jr. gives Tribal senior Maggie
Osceola a fruit gift basket.

+ROO\ZRRG6HQLRUV:HOFRPH
9DOHQWLQH·V'D\ZLWK'LQQHU'DQFLQJDQG%LQJR
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From left, Big Cypress Tribal citizens Brian Billie, his senior mother
Patsy Billie, and fellow senior Mary Robbins play Bingo with the help
of Big Cypress Senior Center assistant Maria Galvan at the Feb. 9 Big
Cypress Seniors Valentine’s Day Dance and Luncheon Party.

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr., middle, shares Valentine’s Day wishes with Tribal seniors Cornelia Osceola, left, and Judy-Bill
Osceola at the annual Hollywood Seniors Valentine’s Day party at the Hollywood Senior Center Feb. 14.

Dora Tiger enjoys the carnation she was offered for Valentine’s Day.

%LJ&\SUHVV&RXQFLO+RVWV6ZHHWKHDUW*ROI7RXUQDPHQW

7DPSD6HQLRUV(QMR\9DOHQWLQH·V'D\
DWWKH1HZ+DUG5RFN&DIH
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Participants at the Feb. 12 Seminole Sweetheart Golf Tournament share a special moment at the Clewiston Golf Course.

Ryan Watson
Naji Tobias

Allen Huff, of Brighton, hits a tee
shot on the Clewiston Golf Course’s
No. 17 hole.

Naji Tobias
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Michelle Osceola. of Hollywood, hits a par shot at the
18th hole.

Cornelia Osceola, of Hollywood, hits her second shot on
the third hole.

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo
Tiger makes par on the tournament’s
18th hole.

6ZHHWKHDUW%DOO(QWHUWDLQV7ULEDO<RXWK

Tampa Seniors visited the new Hard Rock Café at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in
Tampa for the Valentine’s Day Lunch on Feb. 14.

%LJ&\SUHVV/LEUDU\
7KURZV%LQJR3DUW\
Photo left, from left, Big Cypress Tribal
youngsters Willie Smith, 7, Issiah Alvarado,
10, Chelsey Alvarado, 13, Blaze Cypress, 3,
Leauna Billie, 13, and Adam MacElroy, 4, are
all in jubilation as they receive an assortment
of Valentine’s Day gifts, at the Big Cypress
Library’s Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day Party. Photo
below left, tutor Amy Diaz decorates cupcakes
with Thomlynn Billie, 10. Photo below right,
Tribal youngster Blaze Cypress, 3, and his
Tribal mother Talisha Leach share a bonding
moment. - Naji Tobias

Aimee Hoyt

Photo left, from left, Gracie Martinez, 7, Justin Rodriguez, 10 months old, Cassandra Jones, top center, and
Talia Rodriguez, 9, spend quality time at the Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day Sweetheart Ball sponsored by the Youth
Center. After the youngsters expended some energy in the bounce house and on the slide in the Seminole
Recreation Gym, they were treated to an Italian dinner. Photo right, near the end of the Sweetheart Ball, Tribal
youth eagerly jump for balloons in the balloon drop before quickly popping them.

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a
Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the
Museum by becoming members of the MAC.
We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits,
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions.
The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural,
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite
you to join the MAC.
If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining,
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113
or amccudden@semtribe.com.

Become a Fan on

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%

3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY7HDFKHURIWKH<HDU
5HSUHVHQWV6FKRRODQG'LVWULFW
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON²$WRQO\WKLUGJUDGHWHDFKHU
6DUDK:LOOLDPVLVKHOSLQJWRSXW%ULJKWRQ¶V3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY&KDUWHU6FKRRORQWKHPDS
:LOOLDPVZDVDQQRXQFHGWHDFKHURIWKH\HDUIRU
3HPD\HWY(PDKDNYDQGWHDFKHURIWKH\HDUIRUWKH
*ODGHV&RXQW\VFKRROGLVWULFW6KHDOUHDG\WRRNWKH
QH[WVWHSWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHUXQQLQJIRUVWDWHWHDFKHURIWKH\HDU
³,WZDVMXVWDJUHDWKRQRU´:LOOLDPVVDLG³2QH
\RXNQRZ\RX¶UHPDNLQJDQLPSDFWZKHQ\RX¶UHLQ
WKH FODVVURRP WKHQ WR NQRZ WKDW \RX¶UH DFFHSWHG
DPRQJ\RXUSHHUVWRRDVDSURIHVVLRQDO7KDWZDVD
JUHDWKRQRU´
:LOOLDPVDOLIHWLPHUHVLGHQWRI*ODGHV&RXQW\
VDLGVKHIHOOLQWRWHDFKLQJ
³*URZLQJXS,GLGQRWZDQWWREHDWHDFKHULW
ZDVWKHIXUWKHVWWKLQJIURPP\PLQG´VKHVDLG³,W
ZDVDEVROXWHO\QRWZKDW,ZDQWHGWRGR´
&RPLQJIURPDORQJOLQHRIHGXFDWRUV:LOOLDPV
DWWHQGHGQLJKWFODVVHVDW1RYD6RXWKHDVWHUQ8QLYHUVLW\WRHDUQKHUGHJUHHLQHOHPHQWDU\HGXFDWLRQ
:LOOLDPV VWDUWHG WHDFKLQJ EHIRUH VKH ZDV 

:KHQVKHHQWHUHGWKHFODVVURRPVKHUHDOL]HGVKHZDV
PHDQWWREHDWHDFKHU
³2QFH,JRWLQWRWKHFODVVURRPDQGJRWP\IHHW
ZHW , UHDOO\ EHFDPH DOLYH´:LOOLDPV VDLG ³1RZ ,
UHDOL]HLWLVDSDUWRIPHDQG,¶PWKDQNIXOHYHU\GD\
WKDW,GLGQ¶WQHFHVVDULO\PDNHWKHFKRLFHWREHFRPHD
WHDFKHUEXWLWZDVMXVWVRPHWKLQJ,IHOOLQWREHFDXVH
LWHQGHGXSEHLQJWKHJUHDWHVWJLIW´
3ULRU WR FRPLQJ WR 3HPD\HWY (PDKDNY :LOOLDPVWDXJKWDW0RRUH+DYHQ(OHPHQWDU\6KHVDLG
WKDWZKLOHWHDFKLQJDW0RRUH+DYHQVKHEHJDQWRJHW
EXUQHGRXWGXHWRFODVVVL]HDQGEXGJHWFRQFHUQV
6KH EHJDQ WHDFKLQJ IRXUWK JUDGH DW 3HPD\HWY
(PDKDNY DQG DIWHU WZR \HDUV VZLWFKHG WR WHDFKLQJ
WKLUGJUDGHZKHUHVKHLVQRZLQKHUVHFRQG\HDUDV
DWKLUGJUDGHWHDFKHU6KHVDLGFRPLQJWRZRUNDWWKH
&KDUWHU6FKRROLVOLNHJRLQJWRZRUNLQ+HDYHQHYHU\GD\ZKHUHWKHFRPPXQLW\DQGVFKRRODUHRQHELJ
IDPLO\WKDWVKHKDVEHHQDFFHSWHGLQWR
³3HPD\HWYJDYHPHDIUHVKFKDQFHDQGDIUHVK
VWDUWDQGDQHZORRNDWHGXFDWLRQDQGWKHZD\,IHHO
DERXWFKLOGUHQ´:LOOLDPVVDLG³,WEURXJKWPHEDFN
Rachel Buxton
WRWKHEDVLFVRIZK\,¶PKHUHDQGZK\,¶PWHDFKLQJ
,ZDQWHYHU\VLQJOHGD\WREHWKHEHVWGD\HYHULQP\ Sarah Williams surrounded by her third grade students, says she wants her students to know they are amazing and have a lot to
NLGV¶OLYHV´
offer the world.

$KIDFKNHH6WXGHQWV3DUWLFLSDWHLQ*ODVV%ORZLQJ3UHVHQWDWLRQ

6KHOOH\%UDQWOH\,V+RQRUHG
ZLWK3(&61RQ,QVWUXFWLRQDO
(PSOR\HHRIWKH<HDU
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

Naji Tobias

The Ahfachkee School’s third and fourth graders gathers around a chickee hut on Feb. 1 for a glass blowing presentation by glass
artist Ken Curtiss. During the 30-minute session, Curtiss created a host of animal ﬁxtures out of a glass bubble, including an Elvis ﬁsh
and a pig. Ahfachkee students had the opportunity to see more than 500 glass blowing ﬁxtures. Students from third through fourth
grade, ﬁfth through eighth and ninth through 12th were treated to the scientiﬁc outdoor presentation.

)

See more photos
on page 4B

BRIGHTON²6KHOOH\%UDQWOH\ZDVUHFHQWO\DZDUGHGWKHWLWOH
1RQ,QVWUXFWLRQDO(PSOR\HHRIWKH<HDUIRU3HPD\HWY(PDKDNYIRU
WKHVFKRRO\HDU
%UDQWOH\KDVEHHQZLWKWKH&KDUWHU6FKRROVLQFHLWVEHJLQQLQJ
LQDVWKHPHGLDWHFKLQFKDUJHRIDOOPHGLDDQGDXGLRYLVXDO
UHODWHGLVVXHVDQGWDVNV
³,ORYHP\MRE´%UDQWOH\VDLG³,WLVVRPHWKLQJGLIIHUHQWDOOWKH
WLPH DQG , QHYHU KDYH WR VLW
GRZQDOZD\VRQWKHJR´
%UDQWOH\¶V UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV DOVR LQFOXGH VWXGHQW GDWD
HQWU\WKDWLVUHTXLUHGDQGVHQW
WRWKHVWDWH
%UDQWOH\ VDLG KHU FDUHHU
LQ PHGLD ³MXVW NLQG RI KDSSHQHG´DIWHUJUDGXDWLQJIURP
2NHHFKREHH+LJK6FKRRO
$ OLIHWLPH UHVLGHQW
RI 2NHHFKREHH %UDQWOH\
ZRUNHG IRU WKH 2NHHFKREHH
6FKRRO 'LVWULFW IURP 
DVDVHFUHWDU\IRUYRFDWLRQDODQGDGXOWHGXFDWLRQ
$IWHU
OHDYLQJ
WKH
2NHHFKREHH 6FKRRO 'LVWULFW
VKHZHQWWRZRUNDWZKDWZDV
SHELLEY BRANTLEY
IRUPHUO\ NQRZQ DV (FNHUG
<RXWK LQ 2NHHFKREHH ZKLFK
ZDVSDUWRIWKH:DVKLQJWRQ&RXQW\6FKRRO'LVWULFW
6KHOHIW(FNHUG<RXWKWREHJLQDW3HPD\HWY(PDKDNYLQLQ
RUGHUWRJHWLQWRWKHPRUHWHFKQLFDODVSHFWRIKHUFDUHHU
:RUNLQJDWDVFKRROFRPSOHWHO\0DFEDVHG3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY
ZDVDOHDUQLQJFXUYHIRU%UDQWOH\KRZHYHU
³, KDG WR OHDUQ IURP WKH JURXQG XS´ VDLG %UDQWOH\ ³$ ORW RI
KDQGVRQDQGDWWHQGLQJZRUNVKRSV´
%UDQWOH\VDLGVKHLVKRQRUHGWRKDYHEHHQVHOHFWHGE\KHUSHHUV
WRUHFHLYHWKHWLWOH1RQ,QVWUXFWLRQDO(PSOR\HHRIWKH<HDUDQGVDLG
VKHDEVROXWHO\ORYHVHYHU\WKLQJDERXW3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY

(OJLQ-XPSHU7HDFKHV<RXWKWKH%HDXW\RI$UWDW3DLQWLQJ&ODVVDW'LDQH<]DJXLUUH0HPRULDO/LEUDU\
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

IMMOKALEE — The Diane YzaJXLUUH0HPRULDO/LEUDU\ZDV¿OOHGZLWK
FUHDWLYHDFWLYLW\DV,PPRNDOHH\RXWK
SDUWLFLSDWHGLQDQDUWFODVVRQ)HEIROORZLQJDQHDUO\UHOHDVHIURPVFKRRO
7ULEDO PHPEHU DUWLVW DQG SRHW (OJLQ -XPSHU FRQGXFWHG WKH FODVV VSRQVRUHG E\ WKH OLEUDU\ ZKLFK VXSSOLHG DOO
RIWKHPDWHULDOV
-XPSHUH[SODLQHGWKDWVLQFHWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWLPHSHRSOHKDYHXVHGYDULRXV
IRUPVRIDUWWRH[SUHVVWKHLUIHHOLQJVDQG
REVHUYDWLRQVDVZHOODVFUHDWLQJDUHFRUG
RIHYHQWV
³$UW LV D SHUVRQDO FRQFHSW WKDW UHTXLUHV\RXURZQLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ´-XPSHU
VDLG³6KDULQJLQWKHDUWRIRWKHUVFDQEH
DQHQULFKLQJH[SHULHQFHDQG,HQFRXUDJH
DOORI\RXWRYLVLWPXVHXPVDUWJDOOHULHV
DQGVKRZVZKHQHYHUSRVVLEOH´
-XPSHU VDLG IRU D ZKLOH KH ZDV
ZDONLQJ WKH ZURQJ SDWK DQG IHOW FRPSHOOHGWRPDNHFKDQJHVLQKLVOLIH
³, KDYH EHHQ GUDZLQJ DQG ZULWLQJ
VLQFH,ZDVYHU\\RXQJEXW,GLGQ¶WEHJLQ
Judy Weeks
WRSDLQWVHULRXVO\XQWLOVL[\HDUVDJR´KH Nine-year-old Raymond James Mora mixes paint colors on his pallet before
VDLG ³6LQFH WKHQ , KDYH HQMR\HG SDLQW- applying them to his canvas.
LQJZRUNVKRSVDQGH[HUFLVHVDVZHOODV
WKH SULYLOHJH RI OHDUQLQJ IURP -LPPLH
H[DPSOH-XPSHUXVHGDVWHSE\VWHSDSSURDFKLQDVVLVW2VFHRODDQG*X\/H%UHH´
LQJWKHJURXSLQGXSOLFDWLQJWKHODQGVFDSH:LWKLQWZR
(DFKRIWKHEXGGLQJ\RXQJDUWLVWVWRRNWKHLUSODFH KRXUVWLPHYHUVLRQVRIWKHRULJLQDOVXQVHWWRRNIRUP
LQIURQWRIHDVHOVZLWKDFDQYDVWKDWKDGEHHQSUHSDUHG
³<RXKDYHDOOGRQHDJUHDWMRE´-XPSHUVDLG³1RZ
ZLWKDSULPHUFRDWRISDLQWIRUWKHZRUNVKRS
\RXPXVWFRQWLQXHWRSDLQWEHFDXVHLPSURYHPHQWZLOO
+H GHVFULEHG WKH DSSURSULDWH XVH IRU WKH DUUD\ RI FRPHZLWKSUDFWLFHDQG\RXZLOOEXLOG\RXURZQWHFKEUXVK VW\OHV LQWURGXFHG WKH FRORU ZKHHO DQG JDYH LQ- QLTXH
VWUXFWLRQ LQ ZDVKLQJ DQG ORDGLQJ WKH EUXVKHV -XPSHU
³:RUNLQJZLWK\RXKDVEHHQDSOHDVXUHEHFDXVH,
DOVRWDXJKWDERXWEOHQGLQJDQGPL[LQJRIFRORUVDQGWKH HQMR\VKDULQJZKDW,KDYHOHDUQHG´KHVDLG³3DLQWLQJ
XVHRISUHVVXUHDQGEUXVKDQJOHIRUGHVLUHGHIIHFWV
LVDQHPRWLRQDOUHOHDVHIRUPHDQGP\UHZDUGLVEHLQJ
+ROGLQJ XS DQ (YHUJODGHV VXQVHW SDLQWLQJ IRU DQ FUHDWLYHZLWKRWKHUDUWLVWV´

Left photo, from left,
Rosa Torres of the Diane
Yzaguirre Memorial Library staff admires the
paintings created by Alycia Mora, Destinee Jimmie and Amber Alvarado.
Center photo, artist Elgin
Jumper explains the use
of a color wheel in mixing and blending colors.
Photo below, the Immokalee youth created
their interpretation of
an Everglades sunset
on canvas at a painting
workshop on Feb. 9 following an early release
from school.
Judy Weeks

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

Naji Tobias

During the Jan. 26 awards ceremony, the Ahfachkee School recognized several students from seventh to 12th grade for their academic accomplishments as they made the President’s Honor Roll with at least a 3.5 grade point average for the second quarter of the
2010-2011 school year.

Naji Tobias

Several students from third through sixth grade earned specially made Ahfachkee Warriors sweaters as a commemorative reward for achieving President’s Honor Roll status for the ﬁrst semester of the 2010-2011 academic year.

$KIDFKNHH6FKRRO5HFRJQL]HV6WXGHQWV
DW(QGRI6HFRQG1LQH:HHNV$ZDUGV&HUHPRQ\
Ahfachkee School’s End-ofSecond-Nine-Weeks Awards
Recipients
Note: Students in each award
category are listed in alphabetical order
FIRST SEMESTER
HONORS
3.5 GPA or higher:
1. Jonah Alvarado
2. Nicholus Andrews
3. Athena Bert
4. Dayne Billie
5. Ezekiel Billie
6. GraySun Billie
7. Leauna Billie
8. Sabre’ Billie
9. Sontino Billie
10. Leviticus Buster
11. Alisa Brooks
12. Elise Brown
13. Elijiah Cook
14. Destiny Cypress
15. Harmony Cypress
16. Jaylee Cypress
17. Channon Frye
18. Nashoba Gonzalez
19. Ko’Oshee Henry
20. Dayra Koenes
21. Alyssa Osceola
22. Brandi Osceola
23. Charlie Osceola
24. Daylon Osceola
25. Kaitlin Osceola
26. Evanne Pratt
27. Ryanne Pratt
28. Grace Robbins
29. Sarah Robbins
30. Andrea Ryland

31. Amaya Solano
32. Tequesta Tiger
33. AnnaBelle WhiteShield
34. Jalee Wilcox
Citizenship:
1. Nicholus Andrews
2. Ethan Balentine
3. Tyrus Billie
4. Alisa Brooks
5. Elise Brown
6. Destiny Cypress
7. Nashoba Gonzalez
8. K’ahna Jumper
9. Dare’Rick McInturff
10. Kaitlin Osceola
11. Leo Osceola-Onco
12. Evanne Pratt
13. Taylor Pratt
14. Sarah Robbins
15. Kassim Stockton
16. Micah Stockton
17. Tequesta Tiger
18. Anthony Wells
SECOND QUARTER
HONORS
Chairman’s Award (4.0 GPA):
1. Athena Bert
2. Leviticus Buster
President’s Award (3.5-3.99
GPA):
1. Chelsey Alvarado
2. Jonah Alvarado
3. Nicholus Andrews
4. Terri Baker
5. Dillon Ball
6. Carlee Billie
7. GraySun Billie
8. Leauna Billie

9. Sabre’ Billie
10. Sontino Billie
11. Jalycia Billie-Valdez
12. Elise Brown
13. Elijiah Cook
14. Dasani Cypress
15. Destiny Cypress
16. Harmony Cypress
17. Charli Frye
18. Nashoba Gonzalez
19. Ko’Oshee Henry
20. Craig Huckabee
21. K’ahna Jumper
22. Kylen Jumper
23. Dayra Koenes
24. Alyssa Osceola
25. Brandi Osceola
26. Cale Osceola
27. Charlie Osceola
28. Daylon Osceola
29. Kaitlin Osceola
30. Evanne Pratt
31. Ryanne Pratt
32. Liberty Robbins
33. Amaya Solano
34. Tequesta Tiger
35. Chyler Villarreal
36. AnnaBelle WhiteShield
Councilman’s Award (3.0-3.49
GPA):
1. RickyJoe Alumbaugh
2. Ethan Balentine
3. Roderick Bert
4. Elisah Billie
5. Eyanna Billie
6. Richard Billie
7. Stevie Billie
8. Talia Billie
9. Thomlynn Billie
10. Hermione Calderon
11. Troy Cantu

Left photo, Troy Cantu,
bottom left, Evanne Pratt,
bottom center, and Ethan
Balentine, bottom right,
were awarded special
backpacks after notching perfect attendance
for the second nine-week
grading period, as Ahfachkee Dean of Students
Grant Richardson, top
left, and Principal Walter
Swan, top right, stand
with them.
Photo below, Ahfachkee’s students from third
through sixth grade were
honored by Principal
Swan, top left, and Dean
Richardson, top right, for
making the second quarter’s President’s Honor
Roll during the ceremony.

12. Ryan Cypress
13. Taylor Fulton
14. Geneva Garcia
15. Leilani Gopher
16. Les Gopher
17. Janessa Jones
18. Reggie Ling
19. Rosalinda “Mika” Lopez
20. Janet Mata
21. Tia Osborne
22. Daleen Osceola
23. Sarah Osceola
24. Leo Osceola-Onco
25. Gregorio Reynosa
26. Edie Robbins
27. John Robbins
28. Thoya Robins
29. Willie Smith
30. Alena Stockton
31. Savannah Tiger
32. Danni Jae Tommie
33. Chynna Villarreal
34. Reagan Whitecloud

Naji Tobias

Perfect Attendance:
1. Ethan Balentine
2. Dillon Ball
3. Troy Cantu
4. Evanne Pratt
Noteworthy Attendance:
1. Roderick Bert
2. Elisah Billie
3. Caitlin Cypress
4. Bradley Osceola
5. Kaitlin Osceola
6. Taylor Pratt
7. Amaya Solano
8. Xzavier Solano

Left photo, courtesy of Mary Jene
Koenes, left, and the Ahfachkee
School’s Culture Department, a
group of ﬁfth grade students were
awarded Culture Awards for their
work in the culture class for the
second quarter of the 2010-2011
academic year. Ahfachkee Principal Walter Swan, second from
left, revels in the moment with the
ﬁfth graders.
Right photo, students from seventh to 12th grade at the Ahfachkee School earned Citizenship
Award honors for the second
nine-week grading period at
the awards ceremony in the Ahfachkee School’s cafeteria, with
Mr. Antonio Wright, top left, and
Principal Walter Swan, top right,
standing by their academic feat.
Naji Tobias

&D\XJD&RPPXQLW\&ROOHJH,QWHUQV
9LVLW$KIDFKNHH6FKRROIRU6HFRQG&RQVHFXWLYH<HDU

Naji Tobias
Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee School senior Janet Mata, center, works on her one-year economic
budget plan with help of her social studies teacher Antonio Wright, left, and Cayuga Community College intern Ashley Shaw during Mata’s sixth-period economics
class on Jan. 12. Shaw, along with seven other Cayuga Community College interns,
visited the Ahfachkee School Jan. 10-14 to gain culture exchange experience from
the Tribal students. The week-long stay keyed in on the Cayuga interns assisting
the Ahfachkee students with their work in the classroom and in a variety of afterschool activities.

Ahfachkee School kindergarten teacher Vicki Rudolph, left, and Cayuga Community College intern Jade Hotchkiss, center, assist Ahfachkee Tribal kindergarten student Illiana Robbins with
some math work as she counts up dots on dominoes in order to make addition computations.
Hotchkiss, an early childhood education major at Cayuga Community College, said the cultural
exchange experience was an eye-opener for both the Cayuga intern group and the Ahfachkee
School students. Dr. Pat Gridley, early childhood coordinator at Cayuga CC, said it was necessary
to offer her students an opportunity to experience another culture. “From all of the Tribal leaders
to the preschool students, they have shown a lot of hospitality to us when we came here to visit,”
Dr. Gridley said. “It’s been quite an emotional experience working with everyone.”

Naji Tobias

During Klayton Sanders’s sixth-period economics class, the Ahfachkee School junior writes an essay on the importance of using
a yearly budget. In the Jan. 12 class, Cayuga Community College
(Auburn, N.Y.) Service Learning Coordinator Ashley Shaw, left,
discusses with Sanders the merits of having such a plan.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%

3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY6WXGHQWV([FHOLQ6HFRQG1LQH:HHNV

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter
School Awards Recipients –
Second nine weeks

Kindergarten Effort
Dylan Johns
Iann Jimmie
Ysla Meras
Caitlyn Olivarez
Dwayne Billie
David King
Derrick Smith
Pearcetin Trammell
Mariana Mora-Lara
Shylynn Testerman
Gabe Williams
Giselle Micco

Second Semester (3.0-3.4 GPA)
Jahcole Arnold
Kobe Jimmie
Corey Jumper
Alice Osceola
Pherian Baker
Kalyn Hammil

First Grade Effort
Jahcole Arnold
Elle Thomas
Diego Meras
Kobe Jimmie
Aujua Williams
Jaime Smith
Mason Beaver
Tehya Howard
Jayton Baker
Kyra Toneges
LaShae King
First Grade Citizenship
Karlyne Urbina
Ryanna Osceola
Alice Osceola

Silver Award – First and Second
Semester (3.5-3.9 GPA)
Leilani Burton
Diego Meras
Elle Thomas
Tayla Burns
Lija Gore
Tehya Howard
Tammy Martinez
Joss Youngblood
Jayton Baker
Jason Webber
Madison Fish
Gold Award – First and Second
Semester (Straight A’s)
Kayven Emley
Alanis Baker
Ta-fv Harris
LaShae King
Kyra Toneges

Second Grade Effort
Mariah Billie
Davin Carrillo
Ruby Osceola
Melinda Gentry
Alyssa Gonzalez
Todd Pierce
Aleah Turtle
Destiny Elliott
Ramone Baker
Hunter Howard
Rachel Buxton John Beck
Kayven Emley, LaShae King and Ta-fv Harris receive certiﬁcates for receiving all As. Caylie Huff

Kindergarten Citizenship
Lillian Garcia
Jace Brown
Jrayko Billie
Lupe Mora-Lara
Melina Steve
Giselle Micco
Mariana Mora-Lara
Leviticus Roberts
Victor Parrilla
Gabe Williams
Tanier Gore

Kindergarten Improvement
Dakota Fish
Valentine Martinez
Austin Thomas
Terald Garner
Makya King
Deagen Osceola
Giselle Micco
SIrMarcus Osceola
Creek Osceola
Jason Haydon

Leilani Burton
Joss Youngblood
Kalyn Hammil
Tayla Burns
Kayven Emley
Caleb Burton
Alanis Baker
Jason Webber
Ta-fv Harris
Madison Fish
Tadan Santiago
First Grade Improvement
Corey Jumper
Valek Martinez
Jaytron Baker
Kiowa Garcia
Pherian Baker
Tammy Martinez
Lija Gore
Mariah Garner
Dathen Garcia

Second Grade Citizenship
Melinda Gentry
Todd Pierce
Billy Bailey
Ruby Osceola
Ramone Baker
Caylie Huff
John Beck
Hunter Howard
Laila Bennett
Destiny Elliott
Aubee Billie
Tanner Shore
Haylie Huff
Morgan Yates
Second Grade Improvement
Laila Bennett
Hunter Howard
Dalence Carrillo
Norman Osceola
Jaylen Baker
Hyatt Pearce
Jessie Webber
Heith Lawrence

Bronze Award – First and

Bronze Award – First and Second
Semester (3.0-3.4 GPA)
Todd Pierce
Melinda Gentry
Jagger Gaucin
Davin Carrillo
Billy Bailey
Ramone Baker
Hyatt Pearce
Silver Award – First and Second
Semester (3.5-3.9 GPA)
Ruby Osceola
John Beck
Destiny Elliott
Caylie Huff
Aubee Billie
Daven Buck
Heith Lawrence
Tanner Shore
Jessie Webber

Rachel Buxton

First graders receive awards for their effort, citizenship and improvement.

Bly Davidson
Morgan King
Chandler Pearce
Cyrus Smedley
Layne Thomas
Brooke Thornton
Logan Ortiz
Jalynn Jones
Rudy Juarez
Dyami Nelson
Jospeh Osceola
Camryn Thomas

Third Grade Effort
Anthony Gentry
Dante Thomas
Aubrey Pearce
Justina Martinez
Kaleb Doctor
Sheldon Garcia
Eecho Billie
Nyah Davidson
Jenna Brown
Brienna Brockman
Silas Madrigal
Kamani Smith
Myron Billie
John Gore
Sage Motlow
Luzana Venzor

Fifth Grade Bronze Award (3.0-3.4
GPA)
Brian Bishop
Bly Davidson

Middle School Citizenship
Crysten Smith
Sydnee Cypress
Zachary Hudson
Michael Garcia
Middle School Bronze Award (3.03.4 GPA)
Raylon Eagle
Odessa King
Shae Pierce
Ruben Burgess
Crysten Smith
Kaylen Buster
Chastity Harmon
Keyana Nelson

Third Grade
Citizenship
Waylynn Bennett
Donovan Harris
Jacee Jumper
Kai Osceola
Caillou Smith
Mallorie Thomas
Jarrett Bert
Lance Howard
Tucker Johns
Araya Youngblood
Jathan Tommie
Burgundy Pierce
Tavis Jumper
Robert Harris
Drake Lawrence
Madisyn Osceola
Alex Valdes
Third Grade
Bronze Award
(3.0-3.4 GPA)
Kaleb Doctor
Jacee Jumper
Justina Martinez
Mallorie Thomas
Araya Youngblood
Burgundy Pierce
Tucker Johns
Lance Howard
Myron Billie
Malcolm Jones
Ozzy Osceola

Rachel Buxton

Pemayetv Emahakv students were recognized for their academic achievements Jan. 24 during an
awards ceremony held in the school’s breezeway. Students received awards for effort, citizenship,
improvement, achievement in their Creek classes and grade point average.

Morgan King
Isaac Osceola
Brady Rhodes
Ivess Baker
Sunni Bearden
Pernell Bert
Jalynn Jones
Krystal Toneges

Third Grade Silver Award (3.5-3.9
GPA)
Eecho Billie
Kamani Smith
Brienna Brockman
Nyah Davidson
Katie Beck
Edward Gaucin

Fifth Grade Silver Award (3.5-3.9
GPA)
Chloe Chalfant
Layne Thomas
Dyami Nelson
Joseph Osceola
Camryn Thomas

Lahna Sedatol
Jaron Johns
Michael Garcia
Diamond Shore
Zeke Matthews
Darlah Cypress
Braceton King
Middle School Silver Award (3.53.9 GPA)
Erik Garcia
Sean Osceola
Jaden Puente
Boyd Brown
Elijah Finney
Rumor Juarez

Third Grade Gold Award (4.0
GPA)
Aubrey Pearce
Dante Thomas
Jenna Brown
Silas Madrigal
Shyla Gopher
Fourth Grade Effort
Aleina Micco
Krysta Burton
Billy Yates
Vivianna Gore-Martinez
Deven Tedders
Aidan Tommie

THE
POLICE
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

DO YOU?

Rachel Buxton

Students receive certiﬁcates for their hard work during the second nine weeks.

Fourth Grade Bronze Award (3.03.4 GPA)
Conner Thomas
Aidan Tommie
Billy Yates
Danyelle Boromei

Call Me For A FREE Consultation

Fourth Grade Silver Award (3.5-3.9
GPA)
Aleina Micco
Kano Puente
Deven Tedders

RICHARD CASTILLO

Fourth Grade Gold Award
(Straight A’s – 4.0 GPA)
Raeley Matthews

954.522.3500

Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours.
/[ QHſEG FGHGPFU FWKŏU FTWI QHHGPUGU
UWURGPFGFNKEGPUGFQOGUVKEXKQNGPEGCPF
CNNHGNQPKGUCPFOKUFGOGCPQTU
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WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM

Fourth Grade Citizenship
Kano Puente
Aleina Micco
Billy Yates
Krysta Burton
Danyelle Boromei
Raeley Matthews
Aidan Tommie

HOURS

A

DAY

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.

Fifth Grade Effort
Brian Bishop
Chloe Chalfant
Bly Davidson
Cheyenne Fish
Marquis Fudge
Morgan King
Chandler Pearce
Layne Thomas
Brooke Thornton
Aiyana Tommie
Sunni Bearden
Richard Harris
Jalynn Jones
Rudy Juarez
Fifth Grade Citizenship

Fifth Grade Gold Award (Straight
A’s)
Chandler Pearce
Aiyana Tommie
Rudy Juarez
Middle School Effort
Samuel Osceola
'\ODQ6KHI¿HOG
Tatiana Herrera
Deliah Carrillo

Melany Williams
Tatiana Herrera
Layton Thomas
Middle School Gold Award
(Straight A’s)
Andrew Dobbs
'\ODQ6KHI¿HOG
Trevor Thomas
Kailin Brown
Zachary Hudson

Rachel Buxton

Fifth grade gold award recipients, Rudy Juarez, Aiyana Tommie and Chandler Pearce.
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7KHVHULHVRIFROOHJHDQGFDUHHUSUHVHQWDWLRQVWDNHSODFH
HYHU\WKLUG7KXUVGD\RIWKHPRQWK
BY GINA WALTERS
Guidance Counselor

Ahfachkee School, as well as current and former students of Florida State University.

Purpose:
To provide an enlightened series of college and
career presentations to high school students during
both their lunch and study skills periods. The college
representatives will set up on the stage in the cafeteria
at 11:42 a.m., during the upper grades lunch hour, and
remain there until 3:15 p.m. when the study skills period is over. They will also be encouraged to stay after
school to meet with students who request further information. They will have available multimedia presentations, brochures, posters, etc. for the students. They
will talk to the students individually when they approach the table. We will also invite military recruiters.
An additional part of the Warrior Lunch Bunch
Series will be to invite guest speakers to come in to
talk about specific careers. They will have handouts
and will be available to answer questions. They may
also have a PowerPoint presentation available. We will
particularly like to invite Tribal members to participate in these presentations. In the interest of planning
time, we would like to begin these presentations at the
beginning of the New Year. This gives us time to start
sending out invitations and getting firm commitments
from colleges and guest speakers.

Vocational Technical Centers:
We would like to kick off the Warrior Lunch
Bunch series with an invite to the Broward Technical
Centers, commencing with the McFatter Technical
Center. These technical centers offer automotive service technology, culinary arts and game design, which
are of particular interest to our students based on their
Choices Program interest inventories.

College Representative:
We would like to ask Florida State University to
come to the school on a regular basis. The Education
Department said that the Tribe has a contract with
them and they utilize our Seminole name and logo. We
would like to see if the Principal could ask for funds
from the Tribe to get regular speakers to come into the

Guest Speakers from the Tribe:
The Principal will extend a request to the Council to bring in speakers from the Tribe to talk about
their careers. We know that students will eventually be
seeking career opportunities from the Tribe and they
would like to receive firsthand knowledge about the
duties and responsibilities of employees working in all
of the various agencies under the purview of the Tribe.
Outside Guest Speakers:
We would like to invite speakers to come in to talk
about unique careers that students may be interested
in. These speakers would come from outside of the
Tribe.

Naji Tobias

Glass artist Ken Curtiss explains to the Ahfachkee School’s third and fourth grade students the glass blowing process used to
create the glass tree with a hibernating bear.

Community Service Hours:
We would like to engage the various agencies on
Big Cypress to allow students to perform community
service hours at their agencies. In particular, we would
like to target the Recreation Center, Fitness Center and
the museum. We would also like students to earn community service hours by helping out at the Boys & Girls
Club.

Warrior lunch bunch series

Warrior lunch bunch series

Every third Thursday of the month
(started Jan. 20)

Cayuga Community College
Auburn, NY (started Jan. 13)

Grades: 7-12
Time: 11:42 –12:32
(Modiﬁed school schedule, which includes regular
lunch time plus study hall time)
Where: Cafeteria

Grades: 7-12
Time: 2:44 – 3:15
During study hall
Where: Cafeteria
Presentation by
Dr. Patricia Gridley, Mrs. Teresa Hoercher,
And college students.
PowerPoint about available programs at the college—Majors
and student life.
There will be a Q&A session with college students.

Guest speakers will be College Representatives and
Tribal Members who will talking about their
careers.
Tribal Member Presenters are Lee Zepeda (Chief
Human Resource Executive of The Seminole Tribe of
Florida) and R.C. North (graduate of Full Sail University
ﬁlm program and a Special Events
Coordinator)

Don’t forget to wear your college T-shirt/sweatshirt that day
www.cayuge-cc.edu

Don’t forget to wear your college T-shirt/sweatshirt
that day

Naji Tobias

From left, Thomlynn Billie, holds a glass dinosaur, Les Gopher has a glass scorpion, Issiah Alvarado a glass dog and Chaska
Osceola admires a glass tree with a hibernating bear.

Legal Notice

Important information about the
$3.4 billion Indian Trust Settlement
For current or former IIM account holders,
Owners of land held in trust or restricted status, or their heirs
There is a proposed Settlement in Cobell v. Salazar, a class action lawsuit about
individual Indian land held in trust by the federal government. This notice is just
a summary. For details, call the toll-free number or visit the website listed below.

What does the Settlement provide?
s A $1.5 billion fund to pay those included in the Classes.

The lawsuit claims that the federal government violated its duties by (a) mismanaging
trust funds/assets, (b) improperly accounting for those funds, and (c) mismanaging
trust land/assets. The trust funds include money collected from farming and grazing
leases, timber sales, mining, and oil and gas production from land owned by American
Indians/Alaska Natives.

s Up to $60 million to fund scholarships to improve access to higher education for
Indian youth.

If you are included in the Settlement, your rights will be affected. To object to the
Settlement, to comment on it, or to exclude yourself, you should get a detailed notice
at www.IndianTrust.com or by calling 1-800-961-6109.
Can I get money?
There are two groups or “Classes” in the Settlement eligible for payment. Each Class
includes individual IIM account holders or owners of land held in trust or restricted
status who were alive on September 30, 2009.

s A $1.9 billion fund to buy small interests in trust or restricted land owned by many
people.

s A government commitment to reform the Indian trust management and accounting
system.
How much can I get?
s Historical Accounting Class Members will each get $1,000.
s Trust Administration Class Members will get at least $500.
s If you own a small parcel of land with many other people, the federal government
may ask you to sell it. You will be offered fair market value. If you sell your land
it will be returned to tribal control.
If you believe you are a member of either Class and are not receiving IIM account
statements, you will need to call the toll-free number or visit the website to register.

Historical Accounting Class Members
s Had an open individual Indian Money account (“IIM”) anytime between October 25,
1994 and September 30, 2009, and
s The account had at least one cash transaction.

What are my other rights?
s If you wish to keep your right to sue the federal government about the claims in
this Settlement, you must exclude yourself by April 20, 2011.

s Includes estates of account holders who died as of September 30, 2009, if the IIM
account was still open on that date.

s If you stay in the Settlement you can object to or comment on it by April 20, 2011.
The detailed notice explains how to exclude yourself or object/comment.

Trust Administration Class Members
s Had an IIM account recorded in currently available data in federal government
systems any time from approximately 1985 to September 30, 2009, or
s Owned trust land or land in restricted status as of September 30, 2009.
s Includes estates of landowners who died as of September 30, 2009 where the trust
interests were in probate as of that date. This means you have asked a court to
transfer ownership of the deceased landowner’s property.
An individual may be included in one or both Classes.

For more Information:

The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia will hold a hearing on June 20,
2011, to consider whether to approve the Settlement. It will also consider a request
for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in the amount of $99.9 million. However,
Class Counsel has fee agreements that would pay them 14.75% of the funds created
for the Classes, which could result in an award of $223 million. The Court may
award more or less than these amounts based on controlling law. If approved, these
payments and related costs will come out of the Settlement funds available for
payment to Class Members.
If you wish, you or your own lawyer may ask to appear and speak at the hearing at
your own cost. For more information, call or go to the website shown below or write
to Indian Trust Settlement, P.O. Box 9577, Dublin, OH 43017-4877.

1-800-961-6109

www.IndianTrust.com

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%
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Naji Tobias

As Allied Health’s Lance Vaz, center, measures how much a bowl of Toasted Oats cereal amounts to, Big Cypress Tribal citizen Katherine Billie,
left, asks fellow Allied Health Educator Jillian Guralski, second from left, about the signiﬁcance of portion size watching. Big Cypress Tribal
citizens Wanda Billie, second from right, and Tara Robbins, right, ﬁnd out that a bowl of cereal is the equivalent to about three cups.

6HPLQROH3DWKZD\V3URJUDP
*RHV,QWR+RPH6WUHWFKZLWK:HLJKW/RVV&KDOOHQJH
PowerPoint Presentation.
“A good rule of thumb here would be to use a shaker to
spread the dressing out on your salad plate,” Guralski said to
BIG CYPRESS – As the second iteration of the Tribe’s the Tribal participants. “It gets the dressing all around your
Seminole Pathways inches toward its conclusion, Tribal citi- plate without putting too much on.”
zens have been afforded the opportunity to participate in a
Guralski and Vaz advised that a small plateful of anything
weight loss challenge.
WKDWFRQWDLQVIDWVRLOVRUVZHHWVLVVXI¿FLHQWHQRXJKWRNHHSD
The eight-week program, which began on Jan. 26, features person’s weight under control.
weekly lessons geared toward showing Tribal participants a vaAlso, to help the Tribal citizens at the class lose weight, the
riety of ways to live a healthy lifestyle.
health educators provided tips on how to downsize their eating
In a Feb. 9 class held by Allied Health educators Jillian at restaurants, which include the following: ordering the smallGuralski and Lance Vaz, Tribal citizens learned about the im- est size, ordering appetizer sizes, skipping the bread basket and
portance of keeping food serving sizes to a minimum in efforts sharing an entrée with another person.
to control their weight.
These examples, among many others, were used to give the
The PowerPoint presentation showed the Tribal partici- Tribal participants an opportunity to lose 10 pounds throughout
pants that eating large food servings can mean a possibility of the eight-week challenge.
weight gain and obesity.
“We feel optimistic that our participants are committed to
According to Vaz, one way to help control portion size is the program,” Vaz said. “We’re very happy about the level of
by measuring how much food a person is going to eat for any motivation they’re showing here. It’s a realistic goal for them
given meal. For example, a large scoop of ice cream in a large to reach.”
bowl can yield up to six servings of the snack – the equivalent
The classes have been held at the Big Cypress Wellness
to about three cups of ice cream.
Trailer each Wednesday from 1-1:45 p.m., with the sessions to
$VIRUFHUHDOFRQVXPSWLRQDODUJHERZO¿OOHGZLWK)UXLW last until March 16.
Loops cereal equates to a total of three cups.
For more information on the Weight Loss Challenge, call
And two tablespoons of salad dressing measures at about the Big Cypress Wellness Center at 863-983-5798.
two capfuls, an example that was shown during the 30-minute
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal senior Bonnie Motlow, right, has her waist measured by Hollywood Health Department nutritionist
Lucy Barrios, to track her progress in the Seminole Just 10 weight loss program, which was held Jan.
28 at the Hollywood Health Center. More than a dozen participants were on hand for the eight-week plan
targeting Tribal citizens as part of the Seminole Pathways initiative, with an emphasis on healthy eating
and nutrition habits and the goal of losing one pound per week. For more information, call 954-962-2009.

From left, Big Cypress Tribal citizens
Tara Robbins, Wanda
Billie, Natasha Billie
(holding her 1-yearold son, Joshua
Billie), Almira Billie
and Katherine Billie
hold up diagrams
teaching them how
to control their food
portions at home.
The Tribal members
all participated in
the Feb. 9 weight
loss challenge class
at the Big Cypress
Wellness Trailer.

Photo above, Hollywood Health Department Nutritionist Lucy Barrios explains the beneﬁts of a balanced meal to those in attendance for the Seminole Just 10 program.
Left photo, Tribal senior Elsie Bowers, left, weighs
in with the assistance of Lucy Barrios.

Naji Tobias

Chris C. Jenkins
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Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Allied Heath Instructor Lance Vaz holds up a bag of large
fries. According to Vaz, eating a serving of large fries everyday for a month is the equivalent to consuming 17,500
calories and ﬁve pounds of fat.

Allied Heath Instructor Amy Kimberlain, right, tells the 15 Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club members
about the importance of cutting down on eating unhealthy foods, during the Jan. 31 Junk Food Blues
Clinic, hosted and co-sponsored by the Big Cypress Wellness and Library Tribal departments. Junk
food visuals were shown, such as fat, sugar, chocolate, Arizona Iced Tea and soda. Kimberlain told
the youngsters that consequences of eating junk food include high blood pressure, heart disease,
obesity, gout, kidney stones, diabetes and cancer, among many others.
Boys & Girls Club’s Unit Manager Thommy Doud, not pictured, weighed in on how the health-conscious function turned out. “I think it’s a wonderful opportunity for the youth to experience classes
and programs in a variety of different venues,” Doud said. “The message is the same wherever you
go around the reservation. Eating healthy is important and staying ﬁt allows you to grow strong and
reach your potential in life.”

Naji Tobias

Tribal youngster Carlee Billie, 9, left, looks on as Allied Health’s Amy Kimberlain holds
up a soda bottle and a bag of sugar. According to Kimberlain, drinking a bottle of soda
per day for an entire month is the equivalent of consuming ﬁve pounds of sugar per
month. “A lot of times we don’t think about our drinks because we’re so focused on
what we eat,” Kimberlain said. “But we need to watch for whatever we eat or drink
on a daily basis.”

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

3UDFWLFH)RRG6DIHW\
DW7HPSRUDU\(YHQWV
BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD
Environmental Health Program

Chris C. Jenkins

Big Cypress preschoolers grab on to the handles of a colorful parachute Jan. 21 as part of the monthly Get Fit Day held on each reservation to instill healthy ﬁtness
and exercise habits. The day featured six play stations for 1- to 4-year-olds.

%LJ&\SUHVV3UHVFKRROHUV$WWHQG/DWHVW*HW)LW'D\

Chris C. Jenkins

David Joe completes the hoop run.

Chris C. Jenkins

Solomon Cypress ﬁnishes the tunnel crawl portion of the obstacle course.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal Fitness Department Specialist Gina Allardyce, center, playfully works on stretching techniques with the Big Cypress
Preschool youth.

.QRZWKH'DQJHUVRI0'0$²(FVWDV\
found that 43 percent of those who reported ecstasy
use met the accepted diagnostic criteria for depenMDMA (3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine) dence, as evidenced by continued use despite knowlis a synthetic, psychoactive drug that is chemically edge of physical or psychological harm, withdrawal
similar to the stimulant methamphetamine and the effects and tolerance (or diminished response). These
hallucinogen mescaline. MDMA produces feelings results are consistent with those from similar studies in
of increased energy, euphoria, emotional warmth and other countries that suggest a high rate of MDMA dedistortions in time, perception, and tactile experiences. pendence among users. MDMA abstinence-associated
MDMA is taken orally, usually as a capsule or tablet. It withdrawal symptoms include fatigue, loss of appetite,
was initially popular among Caucasian adolescents and depressed feelings and trouble concentrating. MDMA
young adults in the nightclub scene or at weekend-long can also be dangerous to overall health and, on rare
dance parties known as raves. More recently, the pro- occasions, lethal. MDMA can have many of the same
¿OHRIWKHW\SLFDO0'0$XVHUKDVFKDQJHGZLWKWKH physical effects as other stimulants, such as cocaine
and amphetamines. These include increases in heart
drug now affecting a broader range of ethnic groups.
MDMA can produce confusion, depression, sleep rate and blood pressure—which present risks of parproblems, drug craving and severe anxiety. These prob- ticular concern for people with circulatory problems
lems can occur soon after taking the drug or, some- or heart disease—and other symptoms such as muscle
times, even days or weeks after taking MDMA. In ad- tension, involuntary teeth clenching, nausea, blurred
dition, chronic users of MDMA perform more poorly vision, faintness and chills or sweating.
In high doses, MDMA can interfere with the
than nonusers on certain types of cognitive or memory
tasks, although some of these effects may be due to the body’s ability to regulate temperature. On rare but unuse of other drugs in combination with MDMA. Re- predictable occasions, this can lead to a sharp increase
search in animals indicates that MDMA can be harmful in body temperature (hyperthermia), which can result
to the brain. One study in nonhuman primates showed in liver, kidney, cardiovascular system failure or death.
that exposure to MDMA for only four days caused MDMA can interfere with its own metabolism (breakdamage to serotonin nerve terminals that was still evi- down within the body); therefore, potentially harmful
dent six to seven years later. Although similar neuro- levels can be reached by repeated MDMA administraWR[LFLW\KDVQRWEHHQVKRZQGH¿QLWLYHO\LQKXPDQVWKH tion within short periods of time.
Should you wish to learn more about MDMA (Ecwealth of animal research indicating MDMA’s damaging properties strongly suggests that MDMA is not a VWDV\ DEXVHSOHDVHIHHOIUHHWRVFKHGXOHDFRQ¿GHQWLDO
meeting with a Family Services Counselor on your resafe drug for human consumption.
For some people, MDMA can be addictive. A spective reservation.
–Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse (2010)
survey of young adult and adolescent MDMA users
FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

February is an active month in terms of temporary food vending
events including Pow Wows, Big Cypress Shootout, and Brighton Field
Day on the reservations. The Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Department performs inspections and food safety classes to prevent food-borne
illness outbreaks. Planning ahead and properly setting up of your temporary food booth can also reduce potential risk of food-borne illnesses.
Cross-contamination - The classic example of cross-contamination
is preparing raw chicken on a cutting board and then, without washing and
sanitizing, using the same board and knife to prepare salads. Cross contamination can also occur when foods including condiments are exposed
to open air or left uncovered.
Mixing raw foods with cooked foods - A good example of this practice would be adding raw eggs to already prepared eggs on a steam table.
Also, do not add freshly made potato salad to a container of potato salad
that is in use. Separate utensils for cooked versus raw food, keep them
marked and train your employees.
Inadequate cooking are foods not cooked to the proper internal food
temperature. Ensure your cooks are checking cooking temperatures with a
thermometer. It’s important!
Improper thawing are foods that are not thawed using the following
methods: 1. In a refrigerator/cooler. 2. Under running water. 3. As part of
the cooking process. Foods should never be thawed out in the open.
Failing to cool foods properly - Hot foods must be cooled down as
quickly as possible, i.e. by placing hot food in shallow pans or use an ice
bath.
Over prepping - Preparing more food than necessary. It creates a
proper storage problem that can lead to contamination. It also does not
allow foods to be consumed in a timely manner.
Food storage1RIRRGVKRXOGEHVWRUHGGLUHFWO\RQWKHÀRRURULQ
such a manner that the food can be contaminated.
Improper Hot Holding and Reheating - Once cooked, hot foods
must be kept at 140 degrees or above. (Cold foods must be kept at 40 degrees or below.) Leftovers must be reheated rapidly to at least 165 degrees.
Note: Stem tables and burners are not designed for reheating leftovers.
Personnel - Proper hand washing is the single most important means
to prevent the spread of infection. Hand sanitizers are not a substitute for
hand washing. Have enough people assigned to separate food related tasks.
Improper Cleaning – Food equipment including coolers and utensils
must be washed, rinsed and sanitized prior to the event. Remember, sanitizing is the removal of harmful microorganisms with a sanitizing agent
(e.g. bleach).
Food from unapproved sources - All foods must be obtained from
permitted sources that comply with all applicable state/county or local
food service laws.
Please call the Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental Health Of¿FHDWVKRXOG\RXQHHGPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKLVVXEMHFW
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2,400 NEW COVERED
PARKING SPACES JUST
STEPS AWAY FROM
THE ACTION.
ALL NEW WINNER'S WAY
GARAGE NOW OPEN!

BECOME A FAN

FOLLOW US

1 S E M I N O L E W A Y , H O L LY W O O D , F L 3 3 3 1 4 • 9 5 4 . 3 2 7 . R O C K • S E M I N O L E H A R D R O C K H O L LY W O O D . C O M

Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible.You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

7HDP&DSWDLQVDUH+HDUWRI7ULEH¶V5H]5DOO\
Captains became
even more critical.
“Team captains are the
pulse of the event,”
explained Connie
Whidden. “They are
recruitment, marketing,
promotion, logistics
and registration.
Everything they do
is built on doing the
previous task well. It
is because of the hard
work and exceptional
skills of Team Captains
WKDWWKH5H]5DOO\KDV
grown to be such a
showcase event.”

Good Things (Like
the Rally) Take Time
Preparation for “The
%LJ2QH´VWDUWVPRQWKV
in advance.
&HFLOLD3HTXHxR,PPRNDOHH/HDG7HDP&DSWDLQ VHFRQGIURPOHIW LVTXLFNWRJLYHFUHGLWWR0DU\/RX$OYDUDGR IURPIDUOHIW 
Team Captains start
/RUUDLQH3RVDGRDQG0LFKHOOH)RUG´0\&R&DSWDLQVKHOSDORWµVDLG&HFLOLD
talking about the
5H]5DOO\7KH\UHPLQGSHRSOHWKDWLWLVIDVW
on volunteer Team Captains came from the
DSSURDFKLQJ7KH\GLVWULEXWHÀLHUVGHVLJQ7
knowledge that community members know
shirts, go to senior meetings and tribal meetings,
each other. They know what inspires people
and start registering participants.
to join a walk. Moreover, each person knows
Each Team Captain has to learn to articulate
what they need to achieve balanced health. Said
WKHEHQH¿WVRISDUWLFLSDWLRQ&DUOHQH'LFDUOR
Connie Whidden, Health Department Director,
D%&7HDP&DSWDLQUHFUXLWVSHRSOHE\VD\LQJ
“The community knows the health issues, the
³,W¶VJRRGIRU\RXUKHDOWK,WZLOOKHOS\RX¿JKW
obstacles and incentives to good health. The
heart disease and diabetes.”
community knows the answers.”
By The Seminole Health Department
Jo Motlow North, Hollywood Lead Team
Togetherness and Health Top Reasons
6LQFHLWVEHJLQQLQJLQWKH5H]5DOO\
&DSWDLQZDONHGLQWKH¿UVW5DOO\KHOGLQ%LJ
%\WKHWLPH
has depended on Team Captains, community
Cypress. No
WKH5H]5DOO\
YROXQWHHUVIURP+ROO\ZRRG%ULJKWRQ%LJ
one knew what
arrives, Team
Cypress, Fort Pierce, Tampa and Trail, to make
to expect. It
Captains have
sure their community members attend the event. was a simple
already clocked
%DFNLQWKDWZDVDQHDVLHUWDVN7KH5H]
event, focused
in many hours
5DOO\ZDVVPDOODERXWSHRSOH/DVW\HDU
on walking.
of hard work.
WKHUHZHUHRYHUSDUWLFLSDQWV7KLV\HDU
She remembers
As the event
7HDP&DSWDLQVKDGDQH[FHSWLRQDOFKDOOHQJH the tribe gave
gets closer, they
7KHGD\EHIRUHWKH5H]5DOO\ZDVVFKHGXOHGWR
everyone a meal
have to be even
take place, the event was postponed for three
and a gift
more focused,
weeks. The Team Captains handled the change
card for shoes.
plus deal with
E\UHÀHFWLQJRQWKHRULJLQVRIWKHZDONKRZLW
“We didn’t have
SUH5DOO\VWUHVV
has evolved, and why they take on the challenge trophies. We
Why do they
of being Team Captains.
didn’t get big
accept jobs as
prizes. All we got Suraiya Smith, Brighton Lead Team Captain (lower left),
Team
Captains,
with
Co-Captains
Began with Small
was a pat on the
sometimes
for
several
years?
Numbers and a Big
EDFNDVZHFURVVHGWKH¿QLVKOLQH´VDLG-R
Almost unanimously, Team Captains
Idea
2YHUWKHQH[WVHYHUDO\HDUVWKH5DOO\URWDWHG
VDLGWKH\HQMR\WKHLU5H]5DOO\MREVEHFDXVH
Ten years ago, the
WRWKH+ROO\ZRRGWKHQ%ULJKWRQ
they know the event brings people from all
5H]5DOO\VWDUWHGDVD
5HVHUYDWLRQVDIWHUWKH%LJ&\SUHVVHYHQW
reservations together. April Simmons, Tampa
way to motivate tribal
Other walks during the year were added as part
7HDP&DSWDLQVDLGWKDWWKH5DOO\LVDWLPH
members to stay active
of the Pathways Program, coordinated by Edna
that the entire tribe can come together, and get
during the holidays.
0F'XI¿H7KHUHDUHQRZDERXW\HDUURXQG
The idea of relying
ZDONVWKDWWULEDOPHPEHUVSDUWLFLSDWHLQ%XWDV caught up on family members. “It’s like a big
-R0RWORZ1RUWKVWDWHVWKH5H]5DOO\FRQWLQXHV party for tribal members,” she said.
Jo Motlow North, Hollywood Lead
6XUDL\D6PLWK%ULJKWRQ/HDG7HDP&DSWDLQ
WREHNQRZVDV³7KH%LJ2QH´
Team Captain
said, “It’s an event when we get to see people
As the event grew, the job of the Team
who we don’t see often. It’s a socializing
event.”
6XUDL\DWKRXJKWDERXWKHU¿UVWUXQKRZVKH
7ZRQLJKWVEHIRUHWKH5H]5DOO\
VLJQHGXSWRKHOS%ULJKWRQEHDW+ROO\ZRRGDQG
VFKHGXOHGIRU-DQXDU\LQ
%&6KHVDLGWKDWRYHUWKH\HDUVKHUUHDVRQV
,PPRNDOHHDERXWSHRSOH
for walking have changed. “Now, it’s more
GURYHDQGZDONHGWKHFRXUVHLW
RIDKHDOWKWKLQJ´:KHQ6XUDL\D¿UVWZDONHG
was the community clean up
she didn’t have children, but now she has two
drive. There were staff from the
children and is pregnant with a third. She said
recreation, building, public works
her health is more important to her now.
and social services department,
As a mother, April Simmons said that the
along with volunteer community
5DOO\KHOSVKHUOHDGKHUHQWLUHIDPLO\RQD
members.
healthy path. “It has helped me realize I need
$GUHQDOLQHKDGEHHQÀRZLQJ
to be healthy for my children, to show them it’s
for days. The reservation, which
good to eat healthily and exercise. I’m diabetic
started with fewer than two
and don’t want my children to walk in my
acres and grew to 600, had never
shoes.”
KRVWHGD5DOO\³:HZHUHOLNH
7KH5DOO\RIIHUVDZD\IRUIDPLOLHVWR
NLGVLQDFDQG\VWRUH´VDLG5DOSK
VSHQGTXDOLW\WLPHWRJHWKHUVDLG$SULO³%HLQJ
6DQFKH]5HFUHDWLRQ6WDII
committed to the walk and committed to my
Immokalee Team
family is important.” She said she is being a
Captain Cecilia Pequeño
positive role model to her children by showing
said everyone was thrilled to host
them walking is a good thing. She will look
´7KH,PPRNDOHHPRWWRLV¶:H·UHVPDOOEXWSURXG·µVDLG&HFLOLD
WKH5H]5DOO\6KHVDLGWKH\
back and think, “We did this together. We were
3HTXHxRWDNLQJDZDONZLWK5DOSK6DQFKH]
wanted to see how many people
committed to health as a family.”
ZRXOGVKRZXS7KHQVKHKRQHVWO\DGGHGWKDW5DOO\VWDIIZHUHORRNLQJIRUZDUGWR6XQGD\
6RPHRIWKH7HDP&DSWDLQVVDLGWKDWWKH5H]
-DQXDU\EHFDXVHWKHHYHQWZRXOGEHRYHU
5DOO\ZDVDODXQFKLQJHYHQWIRUVHULRXV¿WQHVV
%XWLWZDVQRWWREH7KHPRUQLQJEHIRUHWKHHYHQW&HFLOLD¶VSKRQHUDQJDERXW,WZDV
Cecilia Pequeño runs half marathons, including
JRLQJWREHUHVFKHGXOHG6KHLPPHGLDWHO\EHJDQFDOOLQJSHRSOHPDNLQJÀLHUVDQGSRVWLQJWKHP
one in Alaska three years ago. Cathy Cypress,
She started looking on the positive side. “We will still have it. We just have longer to get ready.”
%&/HDG7HDP&DSWDLQFUHGLWVWKH5H]5DOO\
5DOSKVKDUHGKHUSRVLWLYHYLHZ7KH\ZRXOGKDYHPRUHWLPHWR¿QLVKSDLQWLQJWKHZDWHU
as being one of the reasons she started joining
troughs with medicine colors.
FRPSHWLWLYHUXQV1RZWKH5DOO\LVWKHRQO\.
When Immokalee Team Captain Michelle Ford found out that morning, she immediately
VKHUXQVFKRRVLQJLQVWHDGWRUXQKDOIPDUDWKRQV
started thinking of all the people planning to put on and attend the event. “I thought about the
catering people and people coming from different directions.”
Learning to Talk and Motivate
/LNH5DOSKVKHVZLWFKHGKHUWKLQNLQJWRSRVLWLYH6KHUHDOL]HGWKDWE\FKRRVLQJDQRWKHUGDWH
7HDP&DSWDLQVVDLGWKH5DOO\DOVRSURYLGHV
VRPHSHRSOHZKRFRXOGQ¶WDWWHQGWKH-DQXDU\5H]5DOO\PLJKWEHDEOHWRDWWHQGDUHVFKHGXOHG
opportunities for them to learn professional
event.
skills, a major one being sales skills. Cathy
:KHQWKH5DOO\ZDVKHOGWKUHHZHHNVODWHURQ)HEUXDU\WKHZDWHUWURXJKVZHUHDOOSDLQWHG
Cypress has learned to entice people to join
red, yellow, black, and white. The streets glistened from a sweeping the night before. And
WKH5DOO\E\VD\LQJ³,WZLOOEHIXQ<RX¶OOJHW
although participant numbers were a bit down, enthusiasm was up. Many Team Captains and
to see people you haven’t seen and help your
SDUWLFLSDQWVIHOWWKH5DOO\KDGDGLIIHUHQWIHHOLQJRQHZLWKOHVVFRPSHWLWLRQ0DQ\VDLG³7KDW
community.”
ZDVIXQ´
Cecilia Pequeño¶VVDOHVSLWFKLV³<RXZLOO
7KHOLWWOHUHVHUYDWLRQGLGLWDQGXQGHUXQXVXDOFLUFXPVWDQFHV(GQD0F'XI¿HFRPSOHPHQWHG
KDYHDJRRGWLPH<RXZLOOPHHWQHZSHRSOH
everyone. “Everyone knows why it was postponed. It was good for the tribe as a whole.”
improve your health and avoid diabetes.”
$IWHUWKH5DOO\WKHUHZHUHVPLOHVHYHU\ZKHUH,PPRNDOHHVKRZHGWKHLUWUXHFRORUVE\EHLQJ
This may sound easy, but for many people,
WKHSHUIHFWKRVWXQGHUGLI¿FXOWFLUFXPVWDQFHV³(YHU\RQHKDGJRRGDWWLWXGHV´VDLG&HFLOLD
talking to people you don’t know, and trying

 Their Motivation for

this Huge Job is More
Than Health – It’s About
Gathering, Helping, and
Feeling Good

Postponement Lets Immokalee Show Its True Colors

Big
Cypress
CoCaptains
Carlene
'LFDUORDQG
$OLFH%LOOLH

WRLQVSLUHWKHPLVGLI¿FXOW&HFLOLDVDLGVKH
OHDUQHGWREHPRUHFRQ¿GHQWDVD7HDP&DSWDLQ
“I was not good at communicating with people I
GLGQ¶WNQRZ%HLQJD7HDP&DSWDLQKDVKHOSHG
me to communicate with new people, speak out,
and share ideas.”
She said she has learned to work with other
WULEDOGHSDUWPHQWVRQHVZLWKRI¿FHVDGLVWDQFH
DZD\IURPKHU5HF'HSDUWPHQWRI¿FH7R
organize the event, she worked with staff from
the utilities, recreation, and building and grounds
GHSDUWPHQWV³:RUNLQJRQWKH5H]5DOO\KHOSV
us come together. To bring other departments
together is good.”
Rally’s Impact Goes On
:KHQWKH5H]5DOO\LVRYHUPRVW7HDP
&DSWDLQVDUHKDSS\DQGUHOLHYHG%XWMXVW
OLNHWKH5DOO\WDNHVPRQWKVRISUHSODQQLQJ
WKHEHQH¿WVODVWZHOODIWHUWKHHYHQWERWKIRU
the Team Captains, and for other community
members.
Cecilia Pequeño stays active all year by
WUDLQLQJRQHKRXUDGD\DQGGRLQJPLQXWHV
of cardio. Suraiya Smith has become more
physically active in the past two years. She
H[HUFLVHV¿YHGD\VDZHHNIRUDQKRXUDQG
ZRUNVRXWZLWKDWUDLQHUDWWKH%ULJKWRQJ\P
Carlene Dicarlo walks regularly, on her own and
with the Pathways Program.
Many Team Captains said that they notice
more people walking on their own after the
5DOO\-R0RWORZ1RUWKVDLGVKHKDVQRWLFHG
PRUH\RXWKZDONLQJ6KHWKLQNVWKH5DOO\DORQJ
with other tribal health events, have improved
the quality of life for tribal members. “It has
raised our awareness of diabetes and how to
¿JKWLW´6KHLVVORZWRWDNHFUHGLWDVD7HDP
Captain for people’s successes, and said, “The
initiative and credit goes out to the people.”
Helping Others Help Themselves
That’s another skill the Team Captains
OHDUQWRJLYHFUHGLWWRRWKHUV(YHQWKHLU
greatest reason for taking on this huge job is
more about others than themselves. Jo Motlow
North said her Team Captain job is “a job in the
background.”
April Simmons said, “I help others help
themselves.”
&DWK\&\SUHVVDJUHHG³%HLQJD7HDP
Captain makes me feel like I am helping people
see that walking is good for their health. I help
them see that they can take a small step and then
go bigger.” She mirrored other Teams Captains’
feelings when she said she knows she is helping
SHRSOHZKRDUHVWUXJJOLQJZLWKGLDEHWHV%HLQJ
a Team Captain, “makes me feel better as a
person,” she said.
And for all these reasons, on the Sunday
DIWHUWKH5H]5DOO\7HDP&DSWDLQVJLYHDKXJH
sigh of relief, but know in another several
months, they will be gearing up again for “The
%LJ2QH´:KHQ-R0RWORZ1RUWKWKRXJKW
about it, she explained, “It’s a chore, but I like
it.” Now we know why.

Cathy Cypress, BC Lead Team Captain, started
running 5Ks and now runs half marathons. The
Rez Rally inspires many tribal members to run for
ÀWQHVVIXQDQGFRPSHWLWLRQDOO\HDUURXQG

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%

REZ RALLY
)REZ RALLY
From page 1A
$V IDU DV WKH KLJKHVW SHUFHQWDJH RI7ULEDO SDUWLFLSDQWV LV FRQ
FHUQHG7HDP,PPRNDOHH1DSOHVUHSUHVHQWHGLWVKRPHZHOOE\FDS
WXULQJLWV¿UVWWUDYHOLQJ6HPLQROHEDVNHWWURSK\
7KH 5DOO\ KRVW ¿HOGHG  SHUFHQW RI LWV 7ULEDO FLWL]HQV SDU
WLFLSDWLQJLQWKLV\HDU¶VHYHQW%LJ&\SUHVVZDVUHSUHVHQWHGE\
SHUFHQWRILWV7ULEDOFLWL]HQV
7HDP%ULJKWRQ7DPSDFDPHLQWKLUGDWSHUFHQWZKLOH7HDP
+ROO\ZRRG)RUW3LHUFH7UDLOEURXJKWXSWKHUHDUDWDSHUFHQW7ULEDO
SDUWLFLSDQWUDWH
³7KHWUXHVWUHQJWKRIWKH6HPLQROH7ULEHLVLQRXUXQLW\´+RO
O\ZRRG)RUW 3LHUFH 7ULEDO &RXQFLO 5HS 0D[ % 2VFHROD -U VDLG
³/HW¶VDOOWKLQNDERXWEHLQJKHDOWK\DQGKDYLQJDJOLGHLQRXUVWULGH
5RFNRQ´
0HDQZKLOH7HDP%ULJKWRQ7DPSD¿QLVKHGZLWKWKHPRVWLQGL
YLGXDOZLQQHUVDWZLWK7HDP,PPRNDOHH1DSOHVFRPLQJLQVHF
RQGDWWRWDOZLQQHUV7HDP%LJ&\SUHVVDQG7HDP+ROO\ZRRG
)RUW3LHUFH7UDLO±WKH5H]5DOO\KRVW±WLHGIRUWKLUGZLWK

LQGLYLGXDOZLQQHUVDSLHFH
³(YHU\ERG\ LV D ZLQQHU´ &KDLUPDQ &\SUHVV VDLG ³,W GRHVQ¶W
PDWWHUZKHUH\RXSODFHG7KHPDLQWKLQJLVMXVWFURVVLQJWKH¿QLVK
OLQHVRWKDW¶VKRZZHKDYHWRORRNDWLW´
7KLV\HDU¶V5H]5DOO\ZLWKLWVPLOHUDFHFRXUVHVWDUWHGDQG
¿QLVKHG RQ ,PPRNDOHH¶V 6HPLQROH &URVVLQJ 7UDLO 7KH 5H] 5DOO\
FRPSHWLWLRQZDVOHGE\WKHUXQQHUVIROORZHGFORVHO\E\WKHZDONHUV
WKHVWUROOHUVDQGWKHZKHHOFKDLUSDUWLFLSDQWV
 )ROORZLQJ WKH 5H] 5DOO\ UDFHV DQG ZRUGV RI HQFRXUDJHPHQW
IURPWKH7ULEDOGLJQLWDULHVZHUHSHUIRUPDQFHVHWVIURP7ULEDOVLQJHU
1DWRPDK5REELQVWKH6HPLQROH)LWQHVV&KHHU'DQFHUVDQGWKH%LJ
&\SUHVV0DUWLDO$UWVWHDP
7HDPFDSWDLQVIURPDOOIRXUUHVHUYDWLRQV±+ROO\ZRRG%LJ&\
SUHVV%ULJKWRQDQG,PPRNDOHH±UHFHLYHGVSHFLDOJLIWVLQDSSUHFLD
WLRQRIWKHLUHIIRUWVLQJHWWLQJWKH7ULEDOFLWL]HQVFRPPXQLW\PHP
EHUVDQGHPSOR\HHVWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKLV\HDU¶V5H]5DOO\
7KH5H]5DOO\UHVXOWVVHJPHQWFRQFOXGHGDOORIWKHDFWLRQ
³,W GRHV P\ KHDUW JRRG WR VHH WKH \RXQJ DQG ROG JHWWLQJ LQ
YROYHG´ ,PPRNDOHH 7ULEDO &RXQFLO /LDLVRQ (ODLQH $JXLODU VDLG
³,W¶VOLNHDUHXQLRQZLWK\RXUIHOORZSHRSOHIURPDOOWKHUHVHUYDWLRQV
,KRSHHYHU\RQHHQMR\HGWKHPVHOYHVKHUHLQ,PPRNDOHH´
1DML7RELDV

Immokalee’s Kenny Joe Davis shares a moment with his wife, Jennifer Ramos, and their two
children, Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 13, and K.J. Davis, 8, just minutes before the Feb. 5 Rez Rally
races begin at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch.

,PPRNDOHH·V.HQQ\-RH'DYLV5HSUHVHQWV
+LV+RPHWRZQDWWKH5H]5DOO\
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

1DML7RELDV

1DML7RELDV

Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail wins the 11th annual Rez Rally’s top overall trophy for
having the most registered participants in the Tribalwide competition.

Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail’s Donna and Keith Condon work on some stretching exercises on their own just
moments before the competition begins.

11th ANNUAL REZ RALLY TEAM RESULTS
Most Overall Participants
1. Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail
2. Team Immokalee/Naples
3. Team Big Cypress
4. Team Brighton/Tampa
Team With Highest Percentage of Tribal
Citizens
1. Team Immokalee/Naples – 46.7 percent
2. Team Big Cypress – 13.9 percent
3. Team Brighton/Tampa – 13 percent
4. Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail – 9 percent
Reservation with Most Individual Winners
1. Brighton Reservation/Tampa Reservation – 28
2. Immokalee Reservation/Naples – 23
T-3. Big Cypress Reservation – 19
T-3. Hollywood Reservation/Fort Pierce Reservation/Trail – 19
Most Tribal Clan Participants
1. Panther Clan – 316

1DML7RELDV

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Harmony Cypress, 8, gets on
top of Big Cypress Martial Arts Instructor Luis Gutierrez
as she spars with him in a performance sequence at the
Rez Rally.
1DML7RELDV

Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail runner Mario Silva of the Information Technology Department is the ﬁrst overall
participant to cross the ﬁnish line.

PAST REZ RALLY TEAM WINNERS –
MOST OVERALL PARTICIPANTS
2001: Big Cypress Reservation
2002: Brighton Reservation
2003: Big Cypress Reservation
2004: Brighton Reservation
2005: Big Cypress Reservation
2006: Hollywood Reservation
2007: Brighton Reservation
2008: Big Cypress Reservation
2009: Hollywood Reservation
2010: Brighton Reservation
NOTE: In the Rez Rally’s 11-year history, Big Cypress and Brighton have
tied for the most team wins with four,
while Hollywood has won three Rez
Rally competitions. Immokalee has yet
to win one.

IMMOKALEE – About two months before the Immokalee Reservation hosted
LWV¿UVWHYHU5H]5DOO\ZRUNLQJRXWEHFDPHDWRSSULRULW\IRU.HQQ\-RH'DYLV
$ SURGXFW RI ,PPRNDOHH 'DYLV  SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ WKH )HE  5H] 5DOO\ ZDON
FRPSHWLWLRQIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDQGLVDOODERXWWDNLQJSULGHLQKLVKRPHWRZQ
+HVDLGWKDWDOOKHKDVEHHQWKLQNLQJDERXWXSWRWKDWSRLQW±RWKHUWKDQKLVIDPLO\
DQGMREDWWKH,PPRNDOHH6HPLQROH5DQFK±ZDVKRZKHFRXOGKHOS7HDP,PPRNDOHH
1DSOHVFRPHRXWRQWRSIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHLQWKH5H]5DOO\¶V\HDUKLVWRU\+LVSULPDU\
JRDOIRUWKLV\HDU¶V5H]5DOO\ZDVVLPSO\WRZLQ
³,¶YHEHHQGRLQJDORWRIZDONLQJUXQQLQJDQGOLIWLQJZHLJKWVIRUWKLV5H]5DOO\´
'DYLVVDLG³,W¶VDOODERXWHDFKRIXVKHUHLQ,PPRNDOHHVXSSRUWLQJHDFKRWKHU:H¶UH
DWHDPVRZHKDYHEHHQZDONLQJDORWDQGFOHDQLQJXSWKHDUHDVRHYHU\RQHFRXOGEH
VDIHIRUWKH5H]5DOO\,W¶VVDIHW\¿UVWLQ,PPRNDOHH´
:LWK'DYLVZRUNLQJDUHJXODUGD\WLPHVKLIWDWWKH,PPRNDOHH6HPLQROH5DQFK
WKHEHVWWLPHIRUKLPWRZDONGRZQ,PPRNDOHH¶V6HPLQROH&URVVLQJ7UDLOZDVGXULQJ
OXQFKWLPH'DYLVVDLGKHWRRNWKHZDONHYHU\GD\
³,I,¶PQRWLQDPHHWLQJLQ%LJ&\SUHVVRULQ,PPRNDOHHGXULQJOXQFK,¶PZDON
LQJLWRXWRQWKHWUDLO´'DYLVVDLG³,GRQ¶WZDQWWRJHWVLFNVR,MXVWWU\WRGRLWZKHQ
LW¶VQRWUDLQLQJ<RXGRQ¶WZDQWWRJRWRRIDVWZKHQ\RX¶UHZDONLQJ<RXZDQWWRSDFH
\RXUVHOIEHFDXVHWKDW¶VWKHNH\WRZLQQLQJLQWKH5H]5DOO\ZDON´
5DLQRUVKLQHKRZHYHU'DYLVPDGHLWKLVPLVVLRQWRKLWXSWKH,PPRNDOHH5HF
UHDWLRQ¶VJ\PQDVLXPZKHUHKHUHJXODUO\OLIWHGZHLJKWVDQGZRUNHGRQFDUGLRYDVFXODU
H[HUFLVHVZLWKWKH,PPRNDOHH5HVHUYDWLRQ¶V¿WQHVVWHDPOHGE\-RH\*DUFLD
'DYLVDWHKHDOWK\IRRGVVXFKDVDVVRUWPHQWVRIIUXLWVDQGYHJHWDEOHV+HVDLGKH
KDVEHHQGRLQJKLVEHVWWROLPLWKLVGDLO\FDUERK\GUDWHFDORULFDQGIDWLQWDNH
³,MXVWWU\WRVWD\DZD\IURPWKH0H[LFDQUHVWDXUDQWV´'DYLVVDLGZLWKDODXJK
$IWHU¿QLVKLQJKLVZRUNGD\DWWKH,PPRNDOHH6HPLQROH5DQFK'DYLVPDGHLWD
URXWLQHWRZRUNRQSXVKXSVDQGVLWXSVDWKLVKRPHLQ/D%HOOH+HDOVRVWDUWHGZDONLQJ
DQGUXQQLQJIRUPLOHVRQKLVKRPHVWUHHW
-HQQLIHU5DPRVWKHZLIHRI'DYLVEULHÀ\VSRNHRQKHUKXVEDQG¶VFKDQFHVRIZLQ
QLQJWKLV\HDU¶V5H]5DOO\ZDON
³+H¶VJRWDJRRGRSSRUWXQLW\WRJHWLWGRQH´5DPRVVDLGOHVVWKDQDQKRXUEHIRUH
WKH5H]5DOO\EHJDQ³+LVOHJVDUHDERXWWRJRWRZRUNRQWKLVFRXUVH´
'DYLVZDVVWUHWFKLQJKLVDUPVDQGOHJVIRUDIHZPRPHQWVEHIRUHFRQGXFWLQJD
SUDFWLFHZDONGRZQWKH6HPLQROH&URVVLQJ7UDLOPLQXWHVEHIRUHWKHELJUDFHEHJDQ
6SRUWLQJDWLWDQLXPQHFNODFHDQ,PPRNDOHH6HPLQROH5DQFKKDWVXQJODVVHVDQG
DEUDFHOHWPDGHE\3RZHU%DODQFHKHWDONHGDERXWWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIXVLQJWKHVHLWHPV
IRUWKH5H]5DOO\ZDON
³7KHQHFNODFHNHHSVPHK\GUDWHGDQGWKHEUDFHOHWLVVXSSRVHGWRJLYH\RXSRZHU
DQGNHHS\RXEDODQFHG´'DYLVVDLG³7KHKDWDQGVXQJODVVHV,KDYHWKRVHRQVRWKH
VXQGRHVQ¶WEHDWGRZQRQPH,WUXVWWKHJX\VZKRPDGHWKHPVR,¶OOZHDULW´
'DYLVVDLGLIKHKDGQ¶WUDQRQSDUWRIWKH5H]5DOO\ZDONGXHWRKLVVKLQFUDPSLQJ
XSKHPRVWOLNHO\ZRXOGKDYHZRQWKHUDFHLQKLVFDWHJRU\'DYLVFRPSHWHGLQWKH
7ULEDO$GXOW,,WR\HDUROGPDOHZDONHUFDWHJRU\DQGZDVGLVTXDOL¿HGIURPWKH
UDFH$FFRUGLQJWR5H]5DOO\UXOHVLIDZDONHUUXQVDWDQ\WLPHRQWKHUDFHFRXUVHWKHQ
WKDWSHUVRQLVGLVTXDOL¿HGIURPWKHFRPSHWLWLRQ
'DYLVWULHGWRH[SODLQZKDWKDSSHQHGDWWKH5H]5DOO\ZDON
³,VWDUWHGZDONLQJRXWSUHWW\JRRGLQWKHIURQWEXWP\VKLQVWDUWHGWLJKWHQLQJXSD
KDOIPLOHGRZQWKHUDFHFRXUVH´KHVDLG³,KDGWRUXQDOLWWOHELWVR,FRXOGQ¶WZLQLW
DQ\PRUH,WGLGQ¶WFRXQWEXW,¿QLVKHG´
'DYLVVDLGKHZLOOFRPSHWHLQDGLIIHUHQWFDWHJRU\DWWKHWKDQQXDO5H]5DOO\
ZKLFKZLOOEHKHOGLQ%LJ&\SUHVV+HKDVRQHJRDOLQPLQGWRFRPHRXWRQWRSLQWKH
5H]5DOO\UXQFDWHJRU\
³1H[W\HDUDWWKH5H]5DOO\,¶PJXQQLQJIRU1RUPDQµ6NHHWHU¶%RZHUV´'DYLV
VDLGZLWKDODXJK³+H¶VWKHPDQWREHDWLQWKH5H]5DOO\VR,¶PJRLQJWREHDWKLPDW
WKHUXQDQGZLQ1RUPDQ,KRSH\RXHQMR\HGWKHUXQWKLV\HDUEHFDXVHQH[W\HDU,¶P
WDNLQJRYHU´

Photo above, Team Brighton/Tampa’s Emma
Johns is in jubilation after she completes the
Rez Rally walk.
Right photo, Team Big Cypress couple Dale and
George Grasshopper warm up at the Immokalee
Seminole Ranch a few minutes before the Rez
Rally walk competition began on Feb. 5.
1DML7RELDV

PAST REZ RALLY TRIBAL
PARTICIPATION AWARD WINNERS –
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE
2009: Brighton Reservation/Tampa
Reservation
2010: Brighton Reservation/Tampa
Reservation

1DML7RELDV

Photo above, Kenny Joe Davis, of Immokalee, stretches
out his legs prior to the Feb. 5 Rez Rally walk race, held at
the Immokalee Seminole Ranch.
Right photo, Davis takes a practice walk down Immokalee’s Seminole Crossing Trail – the primary road course
for this year’s Rez Rally.

NOTE: Since the 2009 inception of the
Rez Rally’s Highest Tribal Percentage
Award, Brighton/Tampa has won this
special honor two out of three years,
with Immokalee/Naples capturing the
Traveling Seminole Basket trophy for
the ﬁrst time this year (2011).

1DML7RELDV

The Rez Rally stroller competition gets under way as the participants position themselves at the start line on
Seminole Crossing Trail in Immokalee.
Left photo, Immokalee’s
Kyle Alvarado, 13, runs
hard at the Rez Rally representing his hometown
in the Tribal Youth and
Descendants 13-17 Youth
Runner category. Right
photo, Immokalee’s Jack
Aguilar, 9, and Rudy Martinez, 7, race to the ﬁnish
line. They competed in the
Tribal Youth and Descendants 6-12 Youth Runner
category of the Rez Rally.
1DML7RELDV
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The Seminole Tribal Council congratulates Team Immokalee/Naples for taking home a year’s
worth of bragging rights after capturing the Rez Rally’s team award for highest percentage of
Tribal participants.

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

11th ANNUAL REZ RALLY
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
TRIBAL SENIOR CATEGORIES – WOMEN
Tribal Senior Runners – 55-68 years old: 1.
Helene Buster - Brighton, 2. Shirley Clay –
Hollywood, 3. Nancy Motlow – Immokalee;
Tribal Senior Walkers – 55-68 years old: 1.
Connie Whidden – Brighton, 2. Louise Gopher – Brighton, 3. Dora Tiger – Hollywood;
Tribal Golden Senior Walkers – 69 years old
and up: 1. Edna McDufﬁe – Big Cypress, 2.
Mabel Haught – Brighton, 3. Louise Billie –
Big Cypress.
TRIBAL SENIOR CATEGORIES – MEN
Tribal Senior Runners – 55-68 years old:
1. Andrew Bowers – Brighton, 2. Daniel
Gopher – Big Cypress; Tribal Senior Walkers
– 55-68 years old: 1. Mitchell Cypress – Big
Cypress, 2. Jonah Cypress – Big Cypress, 3.
Stephen Bowers – Hollywood; Tribal Golden
Senior Walkers – 69 years old and up: 1.
Stanlo Johns – Brighton.

1DML7RELDV

Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail’s Shirley
Clay places second in the Tribal seniors 55- to
68-year-old run category of the Rez Rally.

Photo above, Team Brighton/Tampa’s Connie Whidden
comes out on top in the Tribal seniors 55- to 68-year-old
walk category of the Rez Rally.
Left photo, Team Immokalee/Naples Tribal senior walker
Mary Sanchez gets an ovation after being the ﬁnal ﬁnisher
of the Feb. 5 Rez Rally.
1DML7RELDV

TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES – WOMEN
Tribal Adult I Runners – 18-36 years old: 1.
Chawndra Billie – Hollywood, 2. Lorraine
Posada – Immokalee, 3. Lenora Roberts Immokalee; Tribal Adult II Runners – 37-54
years old: 1. Cathy Cypress – Big Cypress,
2. Jennifer Osceola – Hollywood, 3. Candy
Cypress – Big Cypress; Tribal Adult I Walkers
– 18-36 years old: 1. Francine Osceola –
Hollywood, 2. Jessica Osceola – Immokalee,
3. Brittany Yescas – Hollywood; Tribal Adult II
Walkers – 37-54 years old: 1. Rhonda Nunez
– Immokalee, 2. Kay Braswell – Brighton, 3.
Virginia Billie – Immokalee.
TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES – MEN
Tribal Adult I Runners – 18-36 years old:
1. Elliot Alvarado – Immokalee, 2. Howard
Jimmie – Brighton, 3. Elton Shore – Brighton; Tribal Adult II Runners – 37-54 years
old: 1. Norman Bowers – Brighton, 2. Daniel
Tommie – Big Cypress, 3. Sam Tommie –
Big Cypress; Tribal Adult I Walkers – 18-36
years old: 1. Keith Condon – Hollywood, 2.
Spencer Jock – Immokalee; Tribal Adult II
Walkers – 37-54 years old: 1. Todd Johns –
Brighton, 2. Mondo Tiger – Big Cypress, 3.
John Huff Jr. – Brighton.

1DML7RELDV
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Bernard Robbins and his daughter, Redfeather The Seminole Fitness Cheer Dancers take center stage as one of the Rez Rally’s three performing acts at
Robbins, of Team Big Cypress, compete in the the Immokalee Seminole Ranch, with the dancers hailing from the Brighton, Immokalee and Hollywood
Rez Rally’s stroller category.
Reservations.

TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES – STROLLERS
AND WHEELCHAIRS
Tribal and Tribal Spouse Strollers – Female:
1, Rita McCabe – Brighton, 2. Desiree Jumper – Big Cypress, 3. Jennifer Heaton – Hollywood; Tribal and Tribal Spouse Strollers –
Male: 1. Johnnie Lee Jimmie – Immokalee,
2. Michael Alvarado – Immokalee, 3. Larry
Howard – Brighton; Wheelchairs: 1. Efrain
Marrero – Immokalee/Motorized Wheelchair
– No pusher, 2. Paul ‘Chunky’ Buster – Big
Cypress/Edward DeLeon - pusher, 3. Rita
Micco – Hollywood/Vincent Micco - pusher,
4. Joann Osceola – Hollywood/Rogina
Chancey - pusher, 5. Sandy Friday – Big
Cypress/Crystal Harjo - pusher, 6. Agnes
Bert – Brighton/Eric Puente - pusher.

TRIBAL SPOUSE AND DESCENDANT
CATEGORIES – WOMEN
Tribal Spouse/Adult Descendant Runners
– 18-54 years old: 1. Felicia Garza – Immokalee, 2. Marilyn Jumper – Big Cypress,
3. Cindy Aguilar – Immokalee; Tribal Spouse/
Adult Descendant Walkers – 18-54 years
old: 1. Nancy Jimmie – Brighton, 2. Janae
Braswell – Brighton, 3. Celesta Osceola
– Big Cypress; Tribal Spouse/Adult Descendant Senior Walkers – 55 years old and up:
1. Elizabeth Bates Bowers – Hollywood, 2.
Julia Johns – Brighton.
TRIBAL SPOUSE AND DESCENDANT CATEGORIES – MEN
Tribal Spouse/Adult Descendant Runners
– 18-54 years old: 1. Isael Villa – Immokalee, 2. Terrance Simmons – Tampa; Tribal
Spouse/Adult Descendant Walkers – 18-54
years old: 1. Rob Landin – Big Cypress,
2. Randall Byrd – Immokalee, 3. Mario
Posada – Immokalee; Tribal Spouse/Adult
Descendant Senior Runners – 55 years old
and up: 1. Terry Tichnor; Tribal Spouse/Adult
Descendant Senior Walkers – 55 years old
and up: 1. Harley Roberts – Big Cypress, 2.
Pedro Aguilar – Immokalee.
TRIBAL YOUTH AND DESCENDANT CATEGORIES – GIRLS
Tribal Youth and Descendant Runners – 6-12
years old: 1. Skyla Osceola – Hollywood, 2.
Jillian Rodriguez – Immokalee, 3. Lauren
Posada – Immokalee; Tribal Youth and
Descendant Runners – 13-17 years old: 1.
Ariah Osceola – Hollywood, 2. Ashley Faz
– Immokalee, 3. Kayla Nelson – Brighton;
Tribal Youth and Descendant Walkers – 1317 years old: 1. Keyana Nelson – Brighton,
2. Marissa Osceola – Immokalee, 3. Tristina
Osceola – Hollywood.
TRIBAL YOUTH AND DESCENDANT CATEGORIES – BOYS
Tribal Youth and Descendant Runners – 6-12
years old: 1. Troy Cantu – Immokalee, 2.
Dyami Nelson – Brighton, 3. Lance Howard – Brighton; Tribal Youth and Descendant Runners – 13-17 years old: 1. Hunter
Osceola – Hollywood, 2. Timothy Bearden
– Brighton, 3. Christopher Briscall – Immokalee; Tribal Youth and Descendant Walkers
– 13-17 years old: 1. Randy Shore – Brighton, 2. Justin Frank – Hollywood, 3. Ty Huff
– Brighton.
GENERAL WALKER AND RUNNER CATEGORIES
General Runners – Female: 1. Kristi Hill
– Hollywood, 2. Bianca Huggins – Trail,
3. Dominique Brown – Brighton; General
Runners – Male: 1. Mario Silva – Hollywood, 2. Michael Herrera – Immokalee, 3.
Tavares Smith – Brighton; General Walkers
– Female: 1. Angella Dixon - Immokalee, 2.
Rachel Smith – Brighton, 3. Marisol Perez
– Big Cypress; General Walkers – Male: 1.
Justin Roff – Big Cypress, 2. Darius Friday
– Big Cypress, 3. Delwin McGowan – Big
Cypress.

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN!

Learn the skills used by Pharmacy Technicians at:
t.FEJDBM)PTQJUBMTt1IBSNBDJFTBOE%SVH4UPSFT
t.BJM0SEFS1IBSNBDJFTt1IZTJDJBOT(SPVQ1IBSNBDJFT

XJUIUSBJOJOHGSPN4BOGPSE#SPXO*OTUJUVUF
8FBMTPPGGFS
t%JBHOPTUJD.FEJDBM4POPHSBQIZt%FOUBM"TTJTUJOHXJUI&YQBOEFE'VODUJPOT
t%FOUBM)ZHJFOFt.FEJDBM"TTJTUBOUt4VSHJDBM5FDIOPMPHZ
t7FUFSJOBSZ5FDIOPMPHZt$BSEJPWBTDVMBS4POPHSBQIZ

$BMMOPXGPSBCSPDIVSF

866.363.6444

TBOGPSECSPXOFEVGPSUMBVEFSEBMF
4BOGPSE#SPXO*OTUJUVUF*8FTU$ZQSFTT$SFFL3PBE]'U-BVEFSEBMF '-
Sanford-Brown Institute does not guarantee employment or salary. Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Career education 106041–01/11
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR POLICE CHIEF

BEST WISHES

0HVVDJH )URP <RXU 3ROLFH &KLHI 5HFRQ¿UPLQJ 6HPLQROH 3ROLFH 'Hpartment’s Commitment

CONGRATULATIONS

Tuesday, February 22, 2011, Walter Swan will be leaving
Ahfachkee School and moving to Nashville, Tennessee where
he has been asked to serve in the capacity of the Education
/LQH 2I¿FHU IRU WKH 6RXWK DQG (DVWHUQ 6WDWHV UHJLRQ RI WKH
Bureau of Indian Education. In this position, Mr. Swan will
become responsible for serving the needs of all the Indian students enrolled at any of the BIE schools along the east coast of
the United States. We wish him well in this upcoming position.

)URP2I¿FHRI<RXU3ROLFH&KLHI:LOOLDP5/DWFKIRUG
The Seminole Police Department remains committed to our core mission to work with our communities to reduce crime, reduce the fear of crime,
and improve the quality of life in our reservations. Only together can we
make all of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s reservations the safest communities in the nation.
,DPFRQ¿GHQWWKDWWKLVGHSDUWPHQWZLOOUHPDLQRQWKHSDWKRIH[FHOOHQFH
as we continue to build partnerships that build respect, trust, reduce crime,
and create a safe environment to all the communities of the Seminole Tribe of
Florida. As always, I appreciate the continued support of the Tribal Council
and all the members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It is a privilege to lead
your police department and it is only with our strong community partnership
that we are able to perform our duties effectively.

BIRTHDAY WISHES

Desiree Jumper and Jarrid Smith
fairytale has just begun in the most perfect way,
Down on one knee a ring was given, “YES” did
the lady say,
But this is not a dream you’re in, this is love that’s true,
Now all await with eagerness the day you’ll say “I do!”
We love you both very much. Congratulations!

A
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Love Always,

Your Best Friend & Maid of Honor

Arissa Cypress, 8, Harmony Cypress, 7, cousins celebrated birthdays together.
We love you girls so much,
Love
Your family

Harmony Cypress celebrated her 7th Birthday with Great Grandma in BC.

Shammes

Family & Friends

POEMS
100% Unconquered Seminole Woman

THANK YOU

100% unconquered Seminole woman from the Panther Clan, pure
love & pure strength is seen through the eyes of this man.
Waache everyday I am thankful & grateful for all that you do, but
what’s more important to me is you continue to take care of you.
Relax, enjoy yourself the best you can & stay stress free, no need to
worry about us that are grown; this warrior stands srong, that’s how you
& Big Sis raised me.
Just as our ancestors you have withstood the tests of time, that unconquered Pechekche we descend from runs through yours to mine.
Waache you have every reason to hold your head high & show that
pride. Not only are you the greatest Waache, you are one of the many
respected elders in our Tribe.
I have been blessed beginning 11-23-1971, that’s the day you gave
birth to your youngest warrior son.
True, we didn’t have the white man’s wealth that’s enjoyed today, but
Waache though it was a struggle, you always provided each & everyday.

“A heartfelt THANK YOU to all who helped to make
Rez Rally 2011 a success.
It would have not been the same without you!”

You would even take me to swap shop or the movies when you had
just enough, shonaabisha Waache for bringing me smiles when times
were rough.

-Connie Whidden

I’ll always remember those times because they were great. I refuse
to forget where I come from, no matter how much white man’s wealth
accumulates.
To my late Best Friend,

True that wealth is good for you elders & our youth that go to school.
Waache it feels great to give back to you, in front of my eyes are no wool.

You may be gone but not forgotten cause you will always be
my Best Friend
Your spirit still lives on, in your kids and mine, that’ll never
end
We miss you everyday since you went away
But I know you’re watching over us as the sky shines everyday
The memories I have of you, I shall cherish forever
The friendship we had, no one can ever replace…EVER!
WE LOVE AND MISS YOU!
HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY STEPHANIE LEE BILLIE!!
LOVE ALWAYS,
EDNA CARTAYA CYPRESS
ADAM FRANK CYPRESS (NEPHEW)
SORAIYAH JAYNE CYPRESS (NIECE)
SYANDRIAH KAEDYNCE CYPRESS (NIECE)
LANDON JAMES CYPRESS (NEPHEW)

You are appreciated & I show this everyday,
Blood’s thicker than water, I uphold that & live that way.
Waache you & Amposhe are second to none,
Big Sis too stands tall with you great women of the unconquered
ones.



Health Staff, Seminole Police Department,
EMS & Fire Rescue, Family Services, Fitness
Public Works, Buildings and Grounds, Education
Emergency Management, Hot meals/Elder Services,

&&(672)&RXQFLO&KDLUPDQ¶V2I¿FH672)%RDUG
Recreation, Ahfachkee, Accounting, Preschool,
Immokalee Youth Ranch, Information Technologies,
Seminole Media Productions, EAO, Purchasing,
Seminole Tribune Dance Crew, Big Cypress Martial Arts Group,
Natomah Roberts, All Volunteers, Kipp Photography,
Redline Media Group, Renegade, NIKE
American Diabetes Association, Vitazest, Subway

Big Sis is one of the many blessings you given me throughout my
lifetime. It’s a great privilege to have been raised by her in my prime.
Waache until I breathe my last I will bless you back for all you have
done & continue to do. Happy birthday!!! With many, many, many more
to come. We love you!!!
100% unconquered Seminole woman stay strong with your head held
high. Waache, you’re my pride & joy. Continue to represent the unconquered Seminole Tribe.
Warrior 4 life,
Ike T. Harjo
Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga
Koowaathi

IN MEMORIAM
In loving memory of Tiffany, Paige, Pam
Broken Chain
“We little knew those mornings that God was going to call your names.
In life we loved you dearly, in death we do the same. It broke our hearts
to lose you; you did not go alone; for part of us went with you the day
God called you home. You left us Lots of peaceful memories, your love
is still our guide, and though we cannot see you, you are always by our
side.
Our family chain is broken and nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,
The chain will link again.”
We Dearly miss you..
Always love Aunt Pam & Family

Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal
GLYLGHQGV0DVWHU&DUGDQG9LVDDFFHSWHGKRXUV6SHHG\5HOHDVH
Professional Service. 1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311
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888-691-6128
www.PinesFord.com
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<RXQJVWHUV*DLQ([SHULHQFH+DYH)XQDW%LOO2VFHROD0HPRULDO-XQLRU5RGHRLQ%LJ&\SUHVV
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Born out of the
cattle industry, rodeo became a part of
6HPLQROHKLVWRU\DORQJWLPHDJR$ORQJ
OLVW RI FRQWHQGHUV ¿OOHG WKH %LOO 2VFHROD
0HPRULDO-XQLRU5RGHRGRFNHWRQ)HE
DWWKH-XQLRU&\SUHVV(QWHUWDLQPHQW&RPSOH[DQG5RGHR$UHQDLQ%LJ&\SUHVV
:KLOH 3UHVLGHQW RI WKH 6HPLQROH
7ULEHRI)ORULGD%LOO2VFHRODZDVLQVWUXPHQWDOLQHVWDEOLVKLQJWKH¿UVW3RZ:RZ
5RGHR DQG RUJDQL]LQJ D URGHR FLUFXLW IRU
ORFDOFRPSHWLWLRQ
³$VWURQJDGYRFDWHRIHGXFDWLRQDQG
VSRUWV %LOO 2VFHROD UHFRJQL]HG WKH QHHG
to include the younger generation in the
URGHR SURJUDP´ 0RVHV -XPSHU -U VDLG
³7RGD\¶V -XQLRU (DVWHUQ ,QGLDQ 5RGHR
works as a feeder system for the adult
FRPSHWLWLRQ 0DQ\ RI WKH (DVWHUQ ,QGLDQ
5RGHR $VVRFLDWLRQ FRQWHVWDQWV FXUUHQWO\
TXDOLI\LQJ IRU WKH ,QGLDQ 1DWLRQDO )LQDOV
5RGHR JRW WKHLU EHJLQQLQJ LQ WKH -XQLRU
5RGHR´
7KH,1)5UHFHQWO\DGGHGVRPH-XQLRU
5RGHR HYHQWV WR WKHLU OLQHXS DQG VHYHUDO
Judy Weeks RIWKH(,5$\RXWKDUHZRUNLQJKDUGWRDFCaleb Billie started his rodeo career on the back of a sheep and now he is competing in the Barrel TXLUHWKHQHFHVVDU\TXDOLI\LQJSRLQWV.HORacing.

$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUV*ROIHUV
&RPPHPRUDWH,QDXJXUDO6HDVRQ
ZLWK$ZDUGV%DQTXHW

ton Smedley of Brighton took third place in
WKH6WHHU5LGLQJLQ/DV9HJDVLQ
The youngest members of the elite
JURXS RI URXJK VWRFN ULGHUV RQ WKH -XQLRU
5RGHRFLUFXLWDUHWKHWR\HDUROG0XWWRQ %XVWHUV 7ZHQW\ EUDYH OLWWOH FRZER\V
and cowgirls grabbed a handful of wool
DQGH[LWHGWKHFKXWHVKRSLQJIRUWKHORQJHVW
ULGHRQWKHEDFNRIDVKHHS
)ROORZLQJ LQ KLV %XOO 5LGLQJ IDWKHU¶V
IRRWVWHSV-XVWLQ*RSKHU-UWRRN¿UVWSODFH
ZLWK D VHFRQG ULGH +H ZDV FORVHO\
IROORZHGE\-UD\NR%LOOLHZKRKXQJRQWR
KLVVKHHS¶VVLGHIRUVHFRQGV
,1)5 VWHHU ULGLQJ TXDOL¿HU $QGUH
-XPSHU KDV VWDUWHG FKDONLQJ XS SRLQWV IRU
E\HDUQLQJ¿UVWSODFHLQWKHRSHQLQJ
HYHQW
:LWKUHGFKDSVÀDSSLQJLQWKHDLU-REH
-RKQVWRRN¿UVWSODFHLQWKHWR\HDU
ROG 3RQ\ 5LGLQJ 6WHHU 5LGLQJ -XQLRU
%UHDNDZD\ DQG 6WHHU 8QGHFRUDWLQJ +H
FDPHLQDIDVWVHFRQGWR$KQLH-XPSHULQ
WKHWR\HDUROG%DUUHO5DFH
7KLUWHHQ WR \HDUROG 3RQ\ 5LGHU
.HOWRQ 6PHGOH\¶V  SRLQWV FDUULHG KLP
LQWR WKH ¿UVW VORW DQG KH UHWXUQHG WR WKH
Judy Weeks
DUHQDIRUDQDZHVRPHSRLQWULGHLQWKH
See more
Bullﬁghters laugh as Mutton
-XQLRU %XOOV GLYLVLRQ DQG DQRWKHU ¿UVW LQ
Buster Bryce Baker dusts off photos on page 4C
WKH&KXWH'RJJLQJ
his hands saying, “I did it!”

)

+ROO\ZRRG&KULVWLDQ/DG\(DJOHV
:LQ'LVWULFW&KDPSLRQVKLSV3UHSDUHIRU5HJLRQDOV

7D\ORU3UDWWHDUQVWHDP093KRQRUV
5\DQ&\SUHVVZLQV:DUULRU6SLULW$ZDUG
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — A few landmarks made in Seminole Tribal sports history highlighted the Ahfachkee Warriors Golf Banquet, a sports awards ceremony
RUJDQL]HGIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHHYHURQ-DQDWWKH-LPPLH&\SUHVV3XEOLF6DIHW\
&RPSOH[%XLOGLQJ
$KIDFKNHH6FKRRO3ULQFLSDO:DOWHU6ZDQGHVFULEHGZKDWWKH:DUULRUVJROI
SURJUDPPHDQWIRUWKH7ULEDODWKOHWLFSURJUDP
³7R KDYH D :DUULRU VSLULW PHDQV \RX¶UH QRW DIUDLG WR VWHS RXW LQWR D QHZ
DUHQD´6ZDQVDLGWRWKH:DUULRUVJROIWHDP³,I\RXJRRXWNQRZLQJWKDW\RX¶UH
JRLQJWRIDFHDGYHUVLW\LQOLJKWRIWKHIDFW\RX¶UHGRLQJWKLVIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHWKHQ
\RX¶UHDWUXH:DUULRU´
6ZDQFRPPHQGHG$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVJROIFRDFK%UXFH3UDWWDQGKLVJROIHUV±6WHYLH%LOOLH4XHQWRQ&\SUHVV5\DQ&\SUHVVDQG7D\ORU3UDWW±IRUJLYLQJ
WKHLUEHVWHIIRUWVRQWKHJROIFRXUVHWKURXJKRXWWKHSURJUDP¶VLQDXJXUDOVHDVRQ
³7KLVZDVDKDUGJDPHWROHDUQEXW,ZDQWWRWKDQN\RXDOOIRUKDYLQJWKH
FRXUDJH WR VWHS RXW DQG SDUWLFLSDWH´ 6ZDQ VDLG ³'R \RX NQRZ ZKR LV JRLQJ
WREHQH¿WIURPWKLVGRZQWKHOLQH",W¶V\RXUSUHNLQGHUJDUWHQNLQGHUJDUWHQ¿UVW
VHFRQGDQGWKLUGJUDGHUVZKRDUHORRNLQJXSWR\RXDVJROIHUV7KH\DOOKDYH\RXU
VKRXOGHUVWRQRZVWDQGRQ´
Swan continued his talk with the four Tribal golfers on how they impacted
WKHLU\RXQJHUSHHUV
³<RX¶YHJRWDOLWWOHELWRIKLVWRU\ZLWK\RXVRWDNHWKDWZLWK\RXDQGFDUU\LW
ZLWKSULGH´6ZDQVDLG³<RXZHUHWKH¿UVWDQG\RXFDQDOZD\VVD\WKDW,WPHDQV
DORW,WUHDOO\GRHV´
1RWORQJDIWHU6ZDQ¶VZRUGVWKH7ULEDOKRQRUHHVYLHZHGDVSHFLDOPLQXWH
YLGHRSUHVHQWDWLRQWKDWKLJKOLJKWHGVFHQHVIURPWKHSURJUDP¶V¿UVWJROIVHDVRQ
FRXUWHV\RI6HPLQROH0HGLD3URGXFWLRQV
³<RX PD\ QRW VHH LW QRZ EXW LQ \HDUV WR FRPH \RX¶OO VHH WKH LPSDFW WKDW
\RX¶YH PDGH RQ \RXU FRPPXQLW\´ $KIDFKNHH 6WXGHQW $FWLYLWLHV &RRUGLQDWRU
5DQGDOO&OHFNOHUVDLGWRWKHJROIHUV³:KHQ\RXWKLQNEDFNRQWKHWLPH\RX
SOD\HGWKLVVFKRRO¶V¿UVWVSRUW\RX¶OODOZD\VUHPHPEHUWKDW\RXZHUHDSDUWRI
KLVWRU\.QRZWKDW\RX¶YHODLGWKHIRXQGDWLRQIRUWKHIXWXUHRIWKLVJROISURJUDP
)RUWKDW,¶PYHU\SURXGRI\RXIRUZKDW\RX¶YHGRQH´
'XULQJWKHDZDUGVSUHVHQWDWLRQWKDWIROORZHG$KIDFKNHHMXQLRU7ULEDOJROIHU
7D\ORU 3UDWW ZDV QDPHG WKH WHDP¶V 0RVW9DOXDEOH 3OD\HU )HOORZ7ULEDO MXQLRU
5\DQ&\SUHVVUHFHLYHGWKHWHDP¶V:DUULRU6SLULWDZDUG
³,¶P SURXG RI RXU JROI SURJUDP DQG P\ WHDPPDWHV´ 7D\ORU 3UDWW VDLG
³:H¶YH ORZHUHG RXU VFRUHV TXLWH D ELW ,¶G OLNH WR WKDQN P\ GDGFRDFK DORQJ
ZLWK&LFHUR2VFHRODDQG&KDUOLH&\SUHVVIRUKHOSLQJXVLPSURYHRXUJROIJDPHV
WKURXJKRXWWKHVHDVRQ,WZDVJUHDWWRKDYHWKHPDVRXUVXSSRUW´
$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUV7ULEDOMXQLRU6WHYLH%LOOLHDQG7ULEDOIUHVKPDQ4XHQWRQ
&\SUHVVZHUHUHFRJQL]HGZLWK0RVW,PSURYHGKRQRUV
³6HUYLQJDVWKHJROIFRDFKZDVDZRQGHUIXOH[SHULHQFH´$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVJROIFRDFK%UXFH3UDWWVDLG³:DWFKLQJ>WKH7ULEDOJROIHUV@JURZLQWKHJDPH
DQGDV\RXQJPHQZDVWUXO\DEOHVVLQJIRUPHWRZLWQHVV7KH\OHDUQHGDORWRIGLIIHUHQWUXOHVWKH\GLGQ¶WNQRZ,¶PKDSS\WRVD\WKDWHDFKJROIHUVKRZHGDPDUNHG
LPSURYHPHQWLQWKHLUJDPHVIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJWRWKHHQG´
,QDGGLWLRQDOOIRXUJROIHUVUHFHLYHGWKH7ULEDODWKOHWLFSURJUDP¶V¿UVWHYHU
OHWWHUVDQGFRPPHPRUDWLYH$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVOHWWHUPDQMDFNHWV
$JURXSPRPHQWFRQFOXGHGWKHJROIEDQTXHW
³&RQJUDWXODWLRQVJROIHUV´6ZDQVDLG³7KDQN\RXIRUDJUHDWVHDVRQ´

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Warriors Golf Coach Bruce Pratt, left, names
his son and Ahfachkee Warriors junior Tribal golfer Taylor Pratt as the team’s ﬁrst MVP at the banquet.

) See more photos
on page 4C

Chris C. Jenkins

Members of the Hollywood Christian Lady Eagles basketball team are all smiles after claiming another district championship
in Class 1A District 14 in a dominating 69-25 home win versus Florida Bible Christian School on Feb. 5.

) See more photos
on page 2C

$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVDQG/DG\:DUULRUV)LUVW6HPLQROH7ULEDO
%DVNHWEDOO3URJUDPV&RQFOXGH)LUVW6HDVRQ
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS²5HJDUGOHVVRIKRZWKH$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVER\V¶DQG
JLUOV¶EDVNHWEDOOVHDVRQWXUQHGRXWRQHWKLQJLVFHUWDLQ7KH\PDGHVSRUWVKLVWRU\E\EHFRPLQJWKH¿UVW6HPLQROH7ULEDOEDVNHWEDOOSURJUDPWRFRPSOHWHDIXOO
VHDVRQVDQFWLRQHGE\WKH)ORULGD+LJK6FKRRO$WKOHWLF$VVRFLDWLRQ
7KH¿QDOWZRZHHNVRIWKH$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVEDVNHWEDOOVHDVRQIHDWXUHG
the following games:
7KHJLUOVSOD\HGWKHLUODVWWZRJDPHVDJDLQVWWKH0RRUH+DYHQ/DG\7HUULHUVDQGWKH/D%HOOH/DG\&RZER\VRQ-DQDQGUHVSHFWLYHO\0HDQZKLOH
WKHER\VFRPSHWHGLQWKHLUWKUHH¿QDOFRQWHVWVDJDLQVW0RRUH+DYHQ$PHULFDQ
3UHSDQG/D%HOOHRQ-DQDQGUHVSHFWLYHO\
7KH/DG\:DUULRUVZRQWKHLU¿QDOWZRKRPHPDWFKXSVZKLOHWKH:DUULRUV
GURSSHGWKHLUODVWWKUHH7KH/DG\:DUULRUV¿QLVKHGWKHLU¿UVWVHDVRQZLWKD
UHFRUGDQGWKH:DUULRUVHQGHGWKHEDVNHWEDOOVHDVRQ
Lady Warriors Make Furious Push for Strong Season Finish
*RLQJLQWRWKH/DG\:DUULRUV-DQKRPHJDPHDJDLQVWWKH0RRUH+DYHQ
7HUULHUVWKH\KDGRQHWKLQJJRLQJDJDLQVWWKHPDSRLQWKRPHORVVWR
WKH6W-RKQ1HXPDQQ&HOWLFVWKDWGURSSHGWKHJLUOVWRDVRI-DQ
/DG\:DUULRUVKHDGFRDFK.ULVWLQ6WRRWVVDLGDIWHUWKHJDPHWKDWLWZRXOG
EHDOHDUQLQJH[SHULHQFHIRUWKHJLUOV±DPRWLYDWLRQDOWRROIRUKRZWRZLQFORVH
JDPHVVKRXOGLWJHWWRWKDWSRLQW
7KH /DG\ :DUULRUV ERXQFHG EDFN UDWKHU JUDFHIXOO\ DV WKH\ IRXQG WKHPVHOYHVLQDFORVHJDPHZLWK0RRUH+DYHQWKURXJKRXWWKH-DQFRQWHVWDWWKH
+HUPDQ/2VFHROD*\PQDVLXP
$WWHPSWLQJWRDYHQJHDQHDUO\VHDVRQURDGORVVWRWKH/DG\7HUULHUV
LWZDVDEDFNDQGIRUWKDIIDLUZLWK0RRUH+DYHQDFWXDOO\OHDGLQJPRVWRIWKH
ZD\
'RZQ  ZLWK MXVW  VHFRQGV OHIW LQ WKH JDPH ±$KIDFKNHH¶V ODVW
WLPHRXW±WKH/DG\:DUULRUVKDGWRPDNHWKHLU¿QDOVKRWDWWHPSWLIWKH\ZHUHWR
VFRUHDFRPHEDFNYLFWRU\
:LWKVHFRQGVOHIW/DG\:DUULRUVIRUZDUG7HUUL%DNHU IRXUWKTXDUWHU
SRLQWVWHDPKLJKSRLQWVRYHUDOO WRRNDSDVVIURPWHDPPDWH7LD2VERUQH
¿QGLQJKHUZD\WRWKHSRLQWOLQHWRKLWQRWKLQJEXWQHWRYHUD0RRUH+DYHQ
GHIHQGHU7KHVKRWVHQWWKH$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVKRPHFURZGLQWRDIUHQ]\DIWHU
WKHJDPHZLQQHU±DVFRUHDQGYLFWRU\IRUWKH/DG\:DUULRUV
³:KHQLWFRPHVGRZQWRWKHODVWVKRW\RXZDQW\RXUEHVWSOD\HUWRKDYHWKH
EDOOLQKHUKDQGV´6WRRWVVDLG³7KHSODQZDVWREUHDNWKHSUHVVDQGJHWWKHEDOO
WR7HUUL,GLGQ¶WWKLQN7HUULZRXOGWDNHDSRLQWVKRWIURPWKHFRUQHU,FRXOG
KDYHQHYHUGUDZQXSDSOD\OLNHWKDWEXWVKH¶VDQDWKOHWHDQGVKH¶VWUXO\DVWDU´
Naji Tobias
%DNHUWDONHGEULHÀ\DERXWKRZWKDWJDPHZLQQLQJVKRWKDSSHQHGIRUKHU
During the Ahfachkee Warriors bonﬁre pep rally event at the Big Cypress Softball Field on Jan. 24, Ryan Cypress entertains his fellow

)Please see WARRIORS on page 2C peers and Tribal citizens with a one-handed dunk.

&7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

Naji Tobias

The Big Cypress Community celebrates a special milestone with the Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ basketball team on Jan. 25 after they completed their
ﬁrst-ever season in the home ﬁnale against the LaBelle Cowboys. It will hold a signiﬁcant place in the Seminole Tribe’s history books as the Warriors
became the ﬁrst Tribal school in FHSAA history to have a boys’ basketball team.

)WARRIORS
From page 1C

Judy Weeks

President Richard Jr. Bowers takes ﬁrst place in the Senior Breakaway with a 5.3-second catch.

%LOO2VFHROD0HPRULDO,1)57RXU5RGHR
%ULQJV&KDPSLRQVIURP$OO6WDWHV
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS²+RVWHGE\WKH(DVWHUQ,QGLDQ5RGHR$VVRFLDWLRQWKH%LOO
2VFHROD0HPRULDO,QGLDQ1DWLRQDO)LQDOV7RXU5RGHRDWWUDFWHG1DWLYH$PHULFDQURGHR
FKDPSLRQVIURPDOODFURVV1RUWK$PHULFD7KLVDQQXDO3RZ:RZURGHRRULJLQDWHG
years ago in Hollywood and is held in conjunction with the Tribal Fair.
$IRXQGLQJIDWKHURIWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQRIWKH6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD%LOO2VFHROD
VHUYHGDVLWVSUHVLGHQWIRU\HDUV+HZDVLQVWUXPHQWDOLQWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRIWKH¿UVW
Pow-Wow Rodeo as a fund-raiser to send representatives to Tallahassee and Washington,
'&8QGHUKLVOHDGHUVKLSLWEHFDPHDWUDGLWLRQ
The rodeo was dedicated to the memory of Bill Osceola in recognition of his efforts
WREXLOGDURDGWRWKHIXWXUHIRUWKHPHPEHUVRIWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH7KHWZRGD\HYHQW
WRRNSODFH)HEDQGDWWKH-XQLRU&\SUHVV(QWHUWDLQPHQW&RPSOH[DQG5RGHR$UHQD
at the Big Cypress Reservation.
:LWKWKH6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGDVSRQVRULQJWZR,1)57RXU5RGHRVEDFNWREDFN
1DWLYH$PHULFDQFRQWHQGHUVWUDYHOHGWR)ORULGDWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHVH¿UVWWZRURGHRV
of the 2011 season. The competition worked hard to accumulate winning points toward
TXDOL¿FDWLRQIRUWKH,1)5WREHKHOGQH[WIDOODWWKH6RXWK3RLQW&DVLQRDQG$UHQDLQ/DV
Vegas.
The Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo roster contained the names of champions and
TXDOL¿HUVIURPWKH,1)5DQG(,5$LQDOORILWVHYHQWV
7KHOLQHXSLQFOXGHGSURPLQHQW6HPLQROHIDPLO\QDPHVWKDWZHUHLQVWUXPHQWDOLQWKH
development of the Tribal cattle industry over the past 75 years. Their descendants carry
on the legacy.
The Friday night performance included a maximum of 10 contenders in each category with a vast number of entries running in slack. The Long Go scores determined
who would return for the second night’s performance and the order of their lineup.
 'DNRWD /HZLV WKH FXUUHQW UHLJQLQJ ,1)5 %XOO 5LGLQJ &KDPSLRQ IURP 0RQWDQD
WRRN¿UVWSODFHLQWKHWRXUULGLQJDJDLQVWVXFKQRWDEOHVDV&DVH\0F'RQDOG*UHJ/HZLV
'XVWHQ&ROHPDQ.RW\%UXJK7XFN-RKQVRQ-D\*DU]DDQG6KDZQ%HVW6U
$FKDPSLRQEDUHEDFNVDGGOHEURQFDQGEXOOULGHU6KDZQ%HVW6UKDVVSHQWPRVWRI
KLVOLIHRQWKHURGHRFLUFXLWDQGLVOLVWHGLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDQG&DQDGLDQ5RGHR+DOOV
RI)DPH$PHPEHURIWKH&ROYLOOH7ULEHKHOLYHVLQ:DVKLQJWRQVWDWHDQGKDVTXDOL¿HG
for 26 INFR rodeos.
+LJK6FKRRO5RGHR&KDPSLRQ-DFRE\-RKQVRI%ULJKWRQWRRN¿UVWSODFHWZRQLJKWV
LQDURZWREHFRPHWKH%DUHEDFN5LGLQJ&KDPSLRQRIWKHURGHR72<D]]LHDQG'XII\
'XFKHQDX[KDG¿UVWSODFHZLQVLQWKH6DGGOH%URQFVEXW'XFKHQHDX[WULXPSKHGLQWKH
7RXU$YHUDJH
&DVH\6WRQHZRQWKH&DOI5RSLQJ$YHUDJHDIWHUWZR¿UVWVWKDWSODFHGKLPMXVWVHFRQGVDKHDGRI%ULWW*LYHQV0HDQZKLOH7KHUHVD%RZHUVWXUQHGD¿UVWDQGWKLUGSODFH
into a Tour Championship in the Breakaway Roping. Team ropers Britt Givens and Clay
*XQVKRZVZRQWKH$YHUDJHZLWKD¿UVWDQGIRXUWKSODFH3UHVLGHQW5LFKDUG%RZHUV-U
WRRN¿UVWSODFHLQWKH6HQLRU%UHDNDZD\ZLWKDVHFRQGFDWFK
,YDQ%UXLVHG+HDGDQG*LYHQVHDUQHGD¿UVWDQGIRXUWKSODFHLQWKH6WHHU:UHVWOLQJ
RYHUWKHWZRGD\SHULRGEXW*LYHQVEHDWWKHFORFNLQWKH$YHUDJHIRUWKH&KDPSLRQVKLS
7KH%DUUHO5DFHUVUDQVRPH¿HUFHFRPSHWLWLRQZLWKRQO\WKRXVDQGWKVRIDVHFRQGWRVHSDUDWHWKHLUVFRUHV<RODQGD1H]DQG6KHOOH\9RFXERWKJDUQHUHG¿UVWSODFHVEXWZHUHEHDW
RXWLQWKH$YHUDJHE\%RRJLH-XPSHU

BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO
LONG GO WINNERS
Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns
Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux
Calf Roping: Casey Stone
Breakaway Roping: Shelby Osceola
Team Roping: Greg Louis & Dakota Louis
Barrel Racing: Yolanda Nez
Bull Riding: Dusten Coleman.
BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO
SHORT GO WINNERS
Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns,
Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux
Calf Roping: Casey Stone

“I thought I was going to miss it, but somehow it went in,”
Baker said. “Tia [Osborne] passed me the ball and told me to get to
the arch, so I got to the 3-point line and just threw it up. I’m happy
we were able to get that win.”
It proved to be a gut-check win for the Lady Warriors, espeFLDOO\ FRQVLGHULQJ WKH IDFW WKH\ EDWWOHG EDFN IURP D  GH¿FLW
going into the fourth quarter. The Lady Warriors, who moved to 5-2
at the point, were down by as many as nine points and overcame a
KDOIWLPHGH¿FLW
7KH /DG\ :DUULRUV ¿QLVKHG WKHLU LQDXJXUDO VHDVRQ SOD\LQJ D
YHU\GLIIHUHQWJDPHLQWKH-DQKRPH¿QDOHDJDLQVW/D%HOOH
7KH /DG\ :DUULRUV UDFHG WR D  HQGRI¿UVWTXDUWHU OHDG
with Reagan Whitecloud having much to do with the early scoring
VXUJH3HUKDSVWKHELJJHVWKLJKOLJKWRIWKH¿UVWTXDUWHUFDPHIURP
:KLWHFORXG ¿YH¿UVWTXDUWHUSRLQWV DVVKHQDLOHGDSRLQWHUDW
WKHWRSRIWKHNH\ZLWKOHIWLQWKH¿UVW±D$KIDFKNHHOHDG
at that point.
From there, the game blew wide open for the Lady Warriors,
DVD¿UVWTXDUWHUOHDGWXUQHGLQWRDKDOIWLPHPDUJLQWKDW
LaBelle wouldn’t come close to recovering from.
/D%HOOH¶V¿QDOVKRWFRQYHUVLRQFDPHDWWKHPDUNLQWKH
VHFRQGTXDUWHU±DQ$KIDFKNHHOHDGWKDWRQO\JUHZZLGHU
7KH/DG\:DUULRUV¿QLVKHGWKHJDPHRQDVFRULQJUXQ±
all in the second half for a resounding 52-10 season-ending win.
“It felt good to end the season on a winning note, especially
VLQFHRXU¿UVWJDPHDJDLQVW/D%HOOHZDVDFORVHRQH´6WRRWVVDLG
“We stressed a lot on our defense. Our team was very defensively
sound and our offense just fed off of that. They played with a lot
RIKHDUWRXWWKHUH$OOWKDWJDYHXVVXFKDODUJHPDUJLQRIYLFWRU\
against LaBelle.”
6WRRWV UHÀHFWHG RQ ZKDW WKH /DG\ :DUULRUV  ¿QDO UHFRUG
meant for the Tribal sports program.
³7KHVHJLUOVPDGHKLVWRU\´6WRRWVVDLG³7KH\FDPHLQWRWKLV
season not knowing what to expect and not knowing whether or
not they could trust me. To see the kids dedicated and determined

on the court, it means a lot not only to me, but to our school and to
the Tribe. They put their sweat and tears into this basketball team
every day and I think it means a lot to the Tribe. They are such an
inspiration to their fellow Tribal members and they have a very
bright future ahead.”

Warriors Boys Reach the Season’s Finish Line
,WZDVDFKDOOHQJLQJVHDVRQIRUWKH$KIDFKNHH:DUULRUVER\V¶
basketball team, as they learned what it takes to play together as an
organized unit.
7KH\GLGORVHWKHLU¿QDOWKUHHJDPHVRIWKHVHDVRQ±D
ORVVWR0RRUH+DYHQRQ-DQIROORZHGE\DQGUXEELQJDW
WKHKDQGVRIWKH$PHULFDQ3UHS 'DYLH .QLJKWVRQ-DQDQGD
season-ending 61-22 loss to LaBelle on Jan. 25.
7KURXJK LW DOO KRZHYHU WKH $KIDFKNHH :DUULRUV JDLQHG D
learning experience, something the boys can take with them as they
potentially play in future seasons with the Tribal basketball team.
³$V,VDLGWKURXJKRXWWKHVHDVRQZHDUHLQWKHEHJLQQLQJVWDJHVZLWKWKLVSURJUDPDQGEDVNHWEDOOLVDJDPHRIIXQ´$KIDFKNHH
:DUULRUV ER\V¶ EDVNHWEDOO KHDG FRDFK $QWRQLR :ULJKW VDLG ³:H
live in a society where winning is everything and winning is very
important, but we just pretty much went out there and had fun.”
:ULJKWVDLGWKRXJKWKHVHDVRQZDVQRWHDV\WRDFFHSWKH
wasn’t too surprised with how it all turned out for the boys’ team.
³$W WLPHV LW ZDV NLQG RI WRXJK´:ULJKW VDLG ³:H KDG D ORW
of youth and inexperience on our team, with our boys playing no
other team sports and having very little coordination. It was tough
but expected.”
Wright was grateful for how the Big Cypress community lifted
the team up throughout the season, despite all the losses they endured.
“The administration was great throughout the season,” Wright
VDLG  ³$ ORW RI RXU WHDFKHUV VKRZHG XS DQG ZH KDG D ORW RI IDQ
support and community support. I also recall hearing a lot of good
praise from the fans, as well. When we got down, they really kept
us motivated and tried to help pull us out emotionally.”

– Seminole Tribune Staff Writer Chris C. Jenkins contributed
to this story.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee’s Corbin Billie makes a drive down the court in his
team’s Jan. 19 home game against the American Prep (Davie)
Knights.

The Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ basketball team was amped up for their ﬁnal game of
the season – played Jan. 25 against the LaBelle Cowboys – at the Jan. 24 bonﬁre pep
rally on the Big Cypress Softball Field.

Photo right, Ahfachkee’s Caitlin Cypress,
No. 13, hits a mid-range
jumper over a Moore
Haven Lady Terriers
defender in the second
half of a 43-41 comeback win for the home
team on Jan. 18.
Photo left, Ahfachkee
Lady Warriors freshman forward Terri
Baker, No. 24, connects
on a well-defended
3-point attempt as she
leads the Tribal home
team to their win.

Breakaway Roping: Trina Bowers
Senior Breakaway: Richard Bowers
Team Roping: Britt Givens and Clay Gunshows
Senior Team Roping: Allen Fisher and Alton
Matchet
Barrel Racing: Shelley Vocu
Bull Riding: Dakota Louis.
BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO
AVERAGE WINNERS
Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns
Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux
Calf Roping: Casey Stone
Breakaway Roping: Theresa Bowers
Team Roping: Britt Givens & Clay Gunshows
Barrel Racing: Boogie Jumper
Bull Riding: Dakota Louis.

Naji Tobias

)0RUHSKRWRVIURP+ROO\ZRRG&KULVWLDQ/DGLHV·'LVWULFW&KDPSLRQVKLSV

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Hollywood Christian Head Coach Carlos Adamson, left, instructs Skyla Osceola during a time out.

Star guard Ariah Osceola looks to start the fast break in
ﬁrst half action versus Florida Bible Christian.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH&

%LJ&\SUHVV3URPRWHV&RPUDGHU\
:LWKRQ)XQ'D\+RRSV7RXUQH\

Native professional
golfer Steve McDonald, far right, and
Elliot Young demonstrate the proper
way to hold a club for
Seminole youth at Bonaventure Golf Course
in Weston. The Jan.
25 clinic was held a
third time for Seminoles and continues
to travel across Indian Country and
teach Native youth.
McDonald, a 25-year
member of the Professional Golfers’ Association of America,
along with local Seminole golfers, taught
the youngsters some
fundamentals of golf.
Aimee Hoyt

1DWLYH3URIHVVLRQDO*ROIHU
7HDFKHV6HPLQROH<RXWKDW*ROI&OLQLF
Chris C. Jenkins

Co-ed championship team Just Havin Fun show off their championship trophy and medals after the Big Cypress Tribal
Council-sponsored Fun Day 4-on-4 double-elimination basketball tournament at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium Jan.
28. From left, Mike Onco, Wilson Bowers, Jo-Jo Osceola, Byron Billie and Nauthkee Henry. The group was among six
Tribal and employee teams to participate in the event organized to promote departmental unity and create better working
relationships.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger encourages all the teams participating
in the tournament.

Aura Revorevo, second from the left, of the Big Cypress Community Care
for the Elderly Department, shows some spirit for her team cheering during
game action.

Aimee Hoyt

Aimee Hoyt

Mitch Osceola, right, helps Journey Young, 11, line up her putter during one of the stations.

EanJay Young, 4, begins putting at the circle drill
during the golf clinic.

Aimee Hoyt

Aimee Hoyt

Seven-year-old Conchade Osceola
shifts his weight after practicing
his swing on a hitting mat.

The Tribal golfers gather as the clinic concludes after completing swinging and putting
drills and listening to a quick session on fundamentals from the instructors.

7ULEDO+RRSVWHU&RXUWQH\
2VFHROD+DV)LQDO+RPH
5HJXODU6HDVRQ*DPH
Chris C. Jenkins

Mike Onco, right, looks for a teammate to pass to in ﬁrst
half play of the championship game versus the Council
Warriors.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tiffany Billie sets up for a jump shot in her game.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Osceola dribbles the ball up court in ﬁrst half
action.

Courtney Osceola looks over the defense before making her move versus Sebastian River High School.

University School
senior basketball
for ward /guard
Courtney Osceola,
center, with family and supporters
during senior night
festivities in Davie,
Jan. 28. Osceola
was
celebrated
with three other
senior teammates.
The team lost the
game 45-33, ending their regular
season with a 17-5
record.
Chris C. Jenkins

&7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

)0RUHSKRWRVIURP$KIDFKNHH·VJROIEDQTXHW

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

The bullﬁghter intervenes as Mark Holmes makes his way out of range of
the calf’s sharp hooves following his ride at the EIRA Bull Riding and Steer
Wrestling Clinic on Jan. 29 at Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena in Big Cypress.

Rough stock riding champion Koty Brugh shared his years of experience and expertise with the young people attending the clinic.

(,5$%XOO5LGLQJDQG6WHHU:UHVWOLQJ&OLQLF
7UDLQV3UHSDUHV<RXWKIRU5RGHR&RPSHWLWLRQV
duction of the instructor and led the group in prayer.
Indian National Finals Rodeo rough stock competitor Koty
Brugh shared his years of experience and skills with the next genBIG CYPRESS — With the opening of the 2011 rodeo sea- eration as the instructor of the clinic.
son just around the corner, the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association
He began with an introduction of proper equipment that inteamed up with the Hollywood Recreation Department and the cluded rigging, gloves, helmets and vests.
Hollywood Horse Club to offer a bull riding and steer wrestling
Using a barrel to simulate a steer or bull, the group learned
clinic to all the prospective contestants for the junior rodeo cir- about hand grip, posture and balance. Novice riders quickly realcuit.
ized that there is a lot more to the sport than climbing on the back
EIRA President Paul Bowers Sr. welcomed the group of of an animal.
young people to the clinic and said that he hopes someday to see
Brugh had the misfortune of being seriously injured a few
them compete in the Indian National Finals Rodeo.
years ago while competing on a bucking bronc at a Brighton RoThe group gathered at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena in deo. He became tangled in the rigging and was dragged beneath
Big Cypress on Jan. 29, and met with Steer Wrestling Director the horse’s hooves for the length of the arena. He returned to the
Jeff Johns and Fred Gomez to work out on the practice dummy. rodeo circuit following his convalescence; however, safety is a
Learning proper stance, grip, leverage and technique, they ma- major issue that he does not take lightly.
nipulated the dummy to develop their skills.
Throughout the entire clinic, Brugh emphasized the need for
During the second phase, a four-wheeler pulled the dummy safety precautions and proper equipment in good working conDURXQGWKHDUHQDVLPXODWLQJDOLYHVWHHUIRUWKHEHQH¿WRIWKHVWX- dition. He stressed the fact that there is always an inherent risk
dents. Johns followed closely offering advice and critiquing their to dealing with rough livestock. Paramedics from the Seminole
procedure.
Emergency Service Department were on hand to oversee the en7KH ¿QDO SKDVH WRRN WKH JURXS WR WKH URXJK VWRFN FKXWHV tire operation.
where they put their lessons to good use on real steers. One after
About 30 boys and girls, ages 4 to 6, entered the arena with
another the young chute doggers were tested by the livestock and their parents for an opportunity to ride the sheep in preparation
learned how to anticipate the action of the steers and counteract for the Mutton Busting event. They were followed by the calf,
for a successful exhibition.
steer and junior bull athletes. After the students learned how the
The Bull Riding Clinic included the riding of sheep, calves, judges rate and score the individuals and their mounts, some of
steers and junior bulls. Each of these events are age appropri- the riders made more than one practice attempt.
ate and allow the young riders to slowly develop their skills and
Rounding out the clinic was an exhibition by EIRA Bull Ridgraduate to the next level before accepting the ultimate challenge ers, who looked forward to practice rides prior to competing in
of bull riding at the age of 18.
the upcoming rodeo season.
Moses Jumper Jr. opened the clinic with a background intro-

Naji Tobias

For one last time, the Ahfachkee Warriors golf team, along with Ahfachkee School Dean of Students
Grant Richardson, left, Ahfachkee Principal Walter Swan, second from left, and Ahfachkee Student
Activities Coordinator Randall Cleckler, right, takes a moment to reﬂect on how they made Seminole
Tribal sports history as the ﬁrst Tribal high school golf program at the Jan. 24 banquet.

BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

Photo above, Ahfachkee Warriors
freshman Tribal golfer Quenton Cypress shows off his Most Improved
plaque and an Ahfachkee letter during
the awards banquet in Big Cypress.
Right photo, Ahfachkee School Principal Walter Swan unveils the Tribal
athletic program’s letterman’s jacket,
which the Tribal golfers earned as
a result of their participation in the
school’s inaugural season.
Naji Tobias

7ULEDO7HDPPDWHV&HOHEUDWH6HQLRU1LJKWDW$PHULFDQ+HULWDJHLQ3ODQWDWLRQ

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

American Heritage (Plantation) senior hoopster Kristen Billie
stands center court with proud parents John Billie Jr., left,
and Esther Gopher, before game time.

American Heritage senior point guard Whitney Osceola, fourth from the left, is escorted and supported by teammates during
senior night ceremonies.

Whitney Osceola looks to fake her defender during ﬁrst half
action versus Community School. She would ﬁnish the game
with three points and two assists. Osceola and teammate
Billie were honored along with four other seniors as part of
senior night festivities versus Community School Jan. 29.
The Patriots ﬁnished their regular season with a record of
14-10.

)0RUHSKRWRVIURP%LOO2VFHROD
0HPRULDO-XQLRU5RGHR

Judy Weeks

Four- to 8-year old Barrel Racer Abigail Tigertail turns a mean barrel.

BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL
JUNIOR RODEO WINNERS

Judy Weeks

Mark Holmes somersaults out from under his steer.

INFR Steer Riding: Andre
Jumper
Mutton Bustin: Justin Gopher,
Jr.
Pony Riding 9-12: Jobe Johns.
Pony Riding 13 to 15: Kelton
Smedley
Calf Riding: Jaylen Baker
Steer Riding: Jobe Johns

Jr. Bulls: Kelton Smedley
Chute Dogging: Kelton Smedley
4-8 Barrel Racing: Carson
Weekly
9-12 Barrel Racing: Ahnie
Jumper
13 - 17 Barrel Racing: Ashley
Parks
Jr. Breakaway Roping: Jobe
Johns
Steer Undecorating: Jobe
Johns.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH'
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Tribal Fair
7ULEDO)DLU:HOFRPHV1DWLYH$PHULFDQV9LVLWRUV
WR:LWQHVV'LYHUVLW\DQG7UDGLWLRQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

The Tribal preschoolers recite the Pledge of Allegiance in the Miccosukee language on stage.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Vendor Dorothy Tucker, center, and work associates await the decision of the patron to
purchase one of the vast selection of necklaces on display.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcomes the guests
in attendance during the Tribal Fair Grand Entry.
Photo far left, Paul ‘Cowbone’ Buster performs
at the fair. Photo left, members of the Tribal
Color Guard lead the way during Grand Entry
ceremonies, which kicked off the 40th annual
Seminole Tribal Fair.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya plays a traditional song for audience and guests.

Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max
B. Osceola Jr. talks about the traditional customs of the Tribal Fair.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&ORWKLQJ&RQWHVW)HDWXUHV'LVSOD\V
RI&RORUVDQG6W\OH

1DWLYH7ULEHV(QFKDQWZLWK'DQFH3HUIRUPDQFHV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Team participants show off some of the traditional varieties in patchwork for their category in the
clothing contest.

&KULV&-HQNLQV
&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

A hoop dancer in full regalia performs on
stage during the closing ceremonies.

Daniel Tramper Eastern Band of Cherokee member
and world champion hoop dancer.

9LVLWRUV/HDUQ$ERXW:LOGOLIHDW
2NDOHH9LOODJH3UHVHQWDWLRQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

From left, Modern Day contestants ages 46-54 on stage for the clothing contest Linda Chang, Virginia
Osceola, Wanda Billie and Sandy Billie Jr.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Tribal youth on stage present custom skirts and apparel, while being judged in the 6- to 11-year age
category.

Deer Clan Dancer Osceola Redshirt discusses the traditions of Pow-Wows on
stage before his performance while
dressed in traditional regalia.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Junior Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie, left,
enjoys the wildlife with a friend in Okalee during
the fair.

John Jones Okalee Village Wildlife Manager talks about the beauty and danger of the venomous ﬂat-head Cobra during the wildlife show to Tribal Fair guests.

'7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH)HEUXDU\

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Miss and Junior Miss Seminole Princess Royalty and judges are on stage with all the ﬁrst-place and runner-up contestants.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Outgoing Little Mr. Lance Burton, right, thanks his supporters throughout
his year-long reign.

Princess pageant judges say hello to the audience.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, right, crowns the new Little Miss Florida
Seminole Brooke Yescas.

Reigning Miss and Junior Miss Florida Seminole Princesses Cassandra
Jimmie and Lorelei Tommie introduce the contestants.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, right, prepares to crown a surprised Brooke Yescas.

Junior Miss Florida Seminole 2010-11 Lorelei Tommie helps adjust the head-piece of new Little
Mr. Seminole Caleb Burton.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Contestant Lenne Diaz is on stage during judging.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Third runner-up Clarice De Mayo is on stage.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Junior Miss Florida Seminole 2010-11 Lorelei Tommie interviews a contestant.

Contest judges and current Miss and Junior Miss Florida Seminoles together with the new Little Mr. and Miss Seminole 2011 Caleb Burton, 6, and Brooke Yescas, 7. All were together on stage as part of the annual Little Mr. and Miss
Florida Seminole contest at the Hard Rock Live Feb. 11. The event was held in conjunction with the 40th Seminole
Tribal Fair festivities.

)HEUXDU\7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH'

7ULEDO)DLURQ%DVNHWEDOO7RXUQH\

Photo far left,
ﬁrst place senior men’s 8-Ball
winner David Cypress.
Photo left, Larry
LittleGeorge
of
the
Ho-Chunk
Tribe of Wisconsin
practices before
the men’s 8-Ball
tournament.
&KULV&-HQNLQV

$FWLRQ,VWKH*DPHDW7ULEDO)DLU3RRO7RXUQDPHQW

&KULV&-HQNLQV

2-on-2 men’s champion, from left,
Thomas and Kevin Hanks.

Neal Sanders, Greg

&KULV&-HQNLQV

Left photo, 2-on-2 women’s champion, from left,
Stephanie Huggins and Mercedes Osceola are all
smiles together after winning the women’s division
of the Tribal Fair 2-on-2 basketball tournament
held on Feb. 12 at the Seminole Recreation Gym.
The event featured ﬁve men and four women teams
with participation open to all ages and divisions.
Winners received medals.
Photo above, Middle School Boys 2-on-2 champs
Trevor Osceola, left, and Charlie Osceola.

Photo above, Laura Clay during scotch-doubles play.
Right photo, ﬁrst and second place Women’s 9-Ball winners Phalyn
Osceola and Angela Harjo participated in the ﬁfth annual Tribal Fair Pool
Tournament at the Hard Rock Feb. 11-13 with divisions in the youth, adult
and seniors in races of two to ﬁve. Winners received trophies and cash
prizes.

&KULV&-HQNLQV

$OO1DWLYH3RRO7RXUQDPHQW$WWUDFWV3DUWLFLSDQWVIURP$FURVV,QGLDQ&RXQWU\
5th Annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament Results:
Men’s 8-Ball: 1. Tony Bert, 2. Daniel Gopher, 3. Anthony
Leo Cypress Women’s 8-Ball: 1. Phalyn Osceola,
2. Connie Williams, 3. Laura Clay Senior Women’s
8-Ball: 1. Juanita Osceola, 2. Dale Grasshopper, 3.
Esther Buster Senior Men’s 8-Ball: 1. David Cypress,
2. Lonnie Billie, 3. Robin Buster Scotch Doubles: 1.
David Cypress and Laura Clay, 2. Daniel Gopher and
Phalyn Osceola, 3. Charley Osceola and Marcia Osceola
Youth Boys 8-12: 1. Arek Jumper, 2. Colby Cypress, 3.
Daniel Rodriguez Youth Girls 8-12: 1. Lindsey Posada,
2. Elizabeth Frank, 3. Talia Rodriguez Youth 13-17: 1.
Justin Frank, 2. Jonathan Frank, 3. Rebecca Vazquez
All Native Pool Tournament Results:

$LPHH+R\W

Elrod Bowers, left, takes his turn against opponent Rob Lanain during
the All Native Pool Tournament at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
ballrooms Feb. 11-13. The three-day tournament, which attracted Tribal
participants from across Indian Country, featured Warm-Up Mini Tournaments, 8-Ball and Scotch Doubles followed by 9-Ball.

Men’s 8-Ball: 1. Tony Billie, 2. Phillip Davis, 3. George
Grasshopper Women’s 8-Ball: 1. Phalyn Osceola, 2.
Jane Doctor, 3. Angela Harjo Men’s 9-Ball: 1. George
Grasshopper, 2. Daniel Gopher, 3. Tony Bert Women’s
$LPHH+R\W
$LPHH+R\W 9-Ball: 1. Phalyn Osceola, 2. Angela Harjo 3. Tonya
Lance Tommie takes a shot during Larry Tiger begins the second game of 8-Ball play after winning his ﬁrst Jumper Scotch Doubles: 1. David Cypress and Laura
Clay, 2. Leo Cypress and Amy Cypress, 3. Tony Billie and
8-Ball tournament play.
game against opponent Lance Tommie.
Jane Doctor


Premium
Seats!
UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
Gipsy Kings
John Mellencamp
Lynyrd Skynyrd
Kid Rock
Foreigner
Kenny Chesney
Kiss
Michael Mcdonald
Rod Stewart/Stevie Knicks
Rush
Further
Ricky Martin
Lady Gaga
Robert Plant
Iron Maiden
Jimmy Buffet
Tim McGraw
Taylor Swift
U2
Katy Perry
Sade
Miami Heat
Orlando/Tampa Events
Orlando Magic
Brad Paisley
Bon Jovi
Lady Gaga
WWE
Ricky Martin

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!
CONCERTS
SPORTS
THEATRE
CRUISES
AIRLINES
HOTELS
CAR RENTALS
LIMOS
TRAVEL PACKAGES

EVENTS

305.443.3000
TRAVEL

305.445.6566
VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM
OR EMAIL US

ent@vipticketplace.com
3UHIHUUHG6HDWV
3UHIHUUHG6HUYLFH
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
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Of The Seminole and
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E X C L U S I V E

D E A L E R

F O R

Explorer Van Conversions
AVA I L A B L E

O P T I O N S :

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors,
Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More.
Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles
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STORE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030681'$<$030SERVICE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030
*MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA
MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. -2 AUTONATION INC.

