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Seminole royalty represent Tribe Tribal members featured on
at annual FSU homecoming events National Geographic Channel
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

TALLAHASSEE — New faces and old traditions capped
off festivities for the annual Florida State University homecoming
weekend.
The newly crowned Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel
Buck and Junior Miss Jaryaca Baker, joined by a host of other
7ULEDO DOXPQL JRW WKHLU ¿UVW WDVWH RI WKH ZKLUOZLQG H[SHULHQFH
Nov. 18-19.
³,WZDVDJUHDWH[SHULHQFH´%XFNVDLG³,JRWWRPHHWDORWRI
people and it was an honor to represent my Tribe like this. I can’t
GHVFULEHLWDOO,WZDVDRQFHLQDOLIHWLPHH[SHULHQFH´
The annual homecoming parade ushered in the day on Nov.
18 and proceeded on its usual route through the FSU campus
with several Tribal citizens participating.
Tribal citizen Emma Urbina, Buck’s mother, said she
HQMR\HGWKH¿UVWWLPHH[SHULHQFH³,ZDVYHU\H[FLWHGIRU-HZHO´
Urbina said. “It was all very fun because I didn’t know what to
H[SHFWFRPLQJLQ,DPVWLOOVRSURXGRIKHU´
Later in the evening, the Tallahassee Leon County Civic
Center hosted the annual Pow Wow with special guest comedian
and CBS Late Late Show host Craig Ferguson entertaining
students and guests.
2QHQHZDGGLWLRQWKLV\HDUZDVWKH¿UVW6HPLQROH)ORULGD
State University alumni group, which represented the Seminole
Tribe of Florida. Princess Committee Chairwoman Wanda
Bowers introduced the group, called the “Seminole Tribe FSU
$OXPQL´
“We (the Seminole Tribe) continue to support FSU so
much that the Tribe should recognize our own graduates for
WKHLU DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV´ &KDLUZRPDQ %RZHUV VDLG ³7KLV ZLOO
hopefully motivate our kids also. It’s a good way to show support
WKURXJKHGXFDWLRQ´
This year’s Tribal alumni participants included: Kyle
Doney, Doug Zepeda, Emily Osceola-Branch, Christine McCall,
D’Anna Osceola, Rita Gopher, Brian Zepeda and Toni Sanchez.
For the fourth time, Doney participated in the homecoming
WUDGLWLRQRIWKHÀDPLQJVSHDUWRVVLQWKHPLGGOHRI%REE\%RZGHQ
Field at Doak Campbell Stadium. The tradition of more than 30
years symbolizes the Seminoles’ warrior spirit while igniting the
crowd of thousands before the game.
“Even though I’ve done it before, it doesn’t take away from
WKH IDFW WKDW LW ZDV DZHVRPH´ VDLG 'RQH\ D PHPEHU RI WKH
Alumni Association Board of Directors. “Even in practice my
KHDUWZDVUDFLQJ´
Beginning in 1978 in a home game versus Oklahoma State,
the much-famed pregame rite featured an FSU student dressed in
traditional Seminole regalia and makeup playing the role of the
legendary Chief Osceola riding a horse named Renegade. Both
have become steadfast traditions of FSU football, motivating
thousands in attendance with tremendous dedication.
Allen Durham, program director of Renegade and Osceola,
said he has taken the job seriously ever since he took over the
program in 2007. He assumed the role after the retirement of
his father, Bill Durham, a 1965 FSU graduate who designed,
developed and paid for the program.
“Just to have the honor of playing the role of Osceola and

© Gabby Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC

Everett Osceola sits on alligator’s back during the filming of an episode of Swamp Men.

BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal royalty, led by the reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel
Buck, middle, and Junior Miss Florida Jaryaca Baker, right, wave to the
crowd during the Florida State University homecoming game.

NQRZLQJ ZKDW KH VWRRG IRU LV LPSRUWDQW´ VDLG 'XUKDP ZKR
played the role from 1992-94. Durham was also part of the
6HPLQROHV¶¿UVWQDWLRQDOFKDPSLRQVKLSXQGHUOHJHQGDU\IRUPHU
head coach Bobby Bowden in 1993. “They (the students) need to
KDYHDJUHDWUHVSHFWIRUWKHVSLULWRIZKRWKH\DUHSHUVRQLI\LQJ´
In order to take on the coveted role of Osceola, students
must maintain a 3.0 GPA, complete an essay on their desire to
play the role, read about the life and impact of Osceola and have
H[WHQVLYHH[SHULHQFHULGLQJKRUVHVDPRQJRWKHUFULWHULD
³:HZDQWWRVKRZFRQWLQXHGUHVSHFWWRWKH7ULEH´'XUKDP
said. “Kyle (Doney) was a graduate; his interest and the Tribe’s
support is a huge honor for us at Florida State University to
KDYH´
Spirits were also high coming into the game, as FSU put
WKHLU¿YHJDPHZLQQLQJVWUHDNRQWKHOLQHDJDLQVWIRH9LUJLQLD
in a pivotal conference match-up on the gridiron. However, in
heartbreaking defeat, the Noles lost 13-14 on a missed 42-yard
¿HOGJRDODWWHPSWLQWKHODVWPLQXWH7KH6HPLQROHVZRXOGHQG
their regular season on a high note the following week, beating
LQVWDWHULYDO)ORULGDDQG¿QLVKLQJZLWKDQPDUN

)See more FSU photos on page 5A

BIG CYPRESS — It’s all about the
swamp.
The National Geographic television
QHWZRUNKDV¿OPHGDVHULHVHQWLWOHGSwamp
Men at the Big Cypress Reservation for the
past three seasons, and it has generated a lot
of positive buzz for the Tribe.
Several Tribal citizens have played
an integral role in how the show has come
about since its 2009 inception, adding to
the authenticity and credibility of the wellreceived program.
%LJ&\SUHVV7ULEDOFLWL]HQ&RU\:LOFR[
one of two Tribal members involved with
Swamp Men since the beginning, said the
H[SHULHQFH RI EHLQJ VHHQ RQ WHOHYLVLRQV
worldwide has been one he’ll never forget.
:LOFR[ZDVERUQLQ)RUW3LHUFHEXWKH
has spent most of his life on the Big Cypress
Reservation.
“Being a part of Swamp Men has
impacted my life to the point where I am
known better by my people within the
7ULEH´VDLG:LOFR[ZKRKDVEHHQZRUNLQJ
with the Tribe’s Wildlife Department

(formerly called Hunting Adventures) for
the past nine years.
“The reason why I appear on the show
is because I’m known for removing hogs
DQGEXIIDORIURPWKH%LOOLH6ZDPS6DIDUL´
:LOFR[VDLG³8QWLOUHFHQWO\ZKHQ,ZDVQ¶W
guiding hunts for the (Wildlife) Department,
my job included trapping of mainly hogs,
American bison and Asian water buffalo.
I also had to replenish the game that had
been harvested by hunters. So, because of
P\NQRZOHGJHLQWKH¿HOGRIWUDSSLQJ,ZDV
asked to be a part of the Swamp MenVKRZ´
Meanwhile, fellow Big Cypress Tribal
citizen Billy Walker, the other Tribal member
in the Swamp Men since the start, has been
involved with the series as a cultural adviser
for the cast. Walker said that two of his
FRXVLQV7ULEDOFLWL]HQV-DFRE³-D\´2VFHROD
and Brian Zepeda, suggested him.
“Anything that has to do with culture,
they (Jacob and Brian) wanted a Tribal
member to come in and share some
NQRZOHGJH ZLWK WKH ZRUOG´ :DONHU VDLG
“So I went out there as an alligator wrestler

)See SWAMP MEN on page 2A

Eighth Huggins Big Ballers basketball tourney draws crowd
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — The memories of Tribal citizen Randall Huggins
still remain strong years after his passing. The eighth annual Memorial
Big Ballers Basketball Tournament and Car Show kicked off with high
hopes, strong competition, good food and great prizes for teams and car
enthusiasts near and far.
This year, teams from several states competed in the double elimination
event. From recreational to professional, 17 mens and 10 womens teams
SDUWLFLSDWHG 7URSKLHV ZHUH DZDUGHG WR WKH ZLQQHUV DQG WKH ¿UVW SODFH
team received a $12,000 prize.
Once again, members of the Huggins family coordinated the three-day
tournament held Dec. 1-3 at the Seminole Recreation Gym.
“For me, it (the tournament) continues to be a healing process, so
SHRSOHGRQ¶WIRUJHWZKRKHZDV´VDLG1RUPDQ+XJJLQVIDWKHURI5DQGDOO
and liaison for the Trail Reservation. “We’re just picking the ball up where
KHOHIWLWDQGLW¶VDIDPLO\HIIRUW´
The late Randall Huggins began the tournament prior to his death in
2000 using his own money as a way to unite and connect with the youth
and his community. His legacy and efforts continue with the help of his
two brothers, four sisters, other family volunteers and his mother, Kathy.
³7KHZKROHWRXUQDPHQWUHÀHFWVZKRKHUHDOO\ZDV+HZDVJLYLQJDQG
IXOORIKRVSLWDOLW\´VDLG\RXQJHUEURWKHU.HOYLQ+XJJLQV
2NODKRPDSOD\HU9LQFHQW&RRQDQGKLVHLJKWPHPEHUVTXDGQDPHG
Oklahoma Criminal Indians (OCI), said it was worth the 1,400-mile trek
all the way from Okemah, Okla. for the tournament.
“We select this tourney every year to come to and they (the Huggins
IDPLO\ UHDOO\WDNHJRRGFDUHRI\RXDOVRZLWKDOOWKHLUKRVSLWDOLW\´&RRQ
said.
“I still like seeing all the other (Native) nations come together through
VSRUWVHDFK\HDU´IDWKHU1RUPDQDGGHG
7KHFKDPSLRQVKLSVRIIHUHGWKHH[FLWLQJDQGIDPLOLDUDVWKHZRPHQV
Chris C. Jenkins title game pitted Another Bad Creation (ABC) against the Native Ballers,
Tournament organizer Norman Huggins, left, and son Lucas Huggins, middle, join FRQVLVWLQJRIDPL[WXUHRISOD\HUVIURPVHYHUDOVWDWHV$%&ZRXOGFRQWURO
womens and mens MVPs Gwynn Grant and Gary Parker. The tournament is put on the tempo early and often with double-digit leads throughout and headed

into the break up 17, with a score of 40-23.
In the second half, the Native Ballers would start out on a 10-2 run
DQGZRXOGFORVHWKHJDSWRZLWKLQ¿YHSRLQWVDWWKHVHYHQPLQXWHPDUNRI
regulation. They would surge to within one point, but they got no closer;
ABC would win 58-52. Raeanne West of ABC led her team in the win with
SRLQWV*Z\QQ*UDQWZRXOGHDUQWRXUQDPHQW093KRQRUV
The mens side featured the dynasty-driven Big Town, winners of the
last three mens titles facing the Plainsmen, another perennial favorite.
7KH3ODLQVPHQVKRZHGDVSDUNHDUO\RXWWRDTXLFNHQHUJL]HGVWDUWDQG
DUXQLQWKH¿UVW%7ZRXOGURDUEDFNJRLQJRQDQUXQPLQXWHVODWHU
IRUWKHLU¿UVWOHDG7KH\ZRXOGKHDGLQWRWKHEUHDNXS
The always formidable muscle of BT on the post proved to be the
GLIIHUHQFHLQWKHHQGKRZHYHUDVWKH\SXOOHGDKHDGE\ZLWK¿YHPLQXWHV
to play. A last-minute run by the Plainsmen made it interesting cutting into
the lead to within four. They missed two point-blank layups inside 15
seconds and BT would win their fourth straight championship 78-74.
Eric Beatty led the way for BT with 25 points, with Gary Parker
VHOHFWHGDVWKHPHQVWRXUQDPHQW093
7KH FDU VKRZ IHDWXUHG D PL[ RI FODVVLF DQG PRGHUQ FDUV$OWKRXJK
it was not put on in 2010, it made its reappearance this year under the
organization of Tribal citizen Eric Osceola, owner of Bigg E. Customs.
Trophies were given to the winners and included categories such as: Best
in Show, Best Interior, the Family Choice Award and Best Motor with
special guest emcee and Florida State University football great William
Floyd on hand for the judging.
³,W ZDV D JRRG WXUQRXW DQG , IHOW JRRG DERXW LW DOO´ 2VFHROD VDLG
“People that come by the shop (Bigg E. Customs) supported it also. I hope
this is something the family will help me to continue and maybe get some
RIWKHNLGVLQWKHFRPPXQLWLHVLQYROYHGWRKHOSWKHPVWD\RXWRIWURXEOH´
Tribal Board of Directors President Tony Sanchez Jr. also made an
appearance.
³,¶P DOZD\V DPD]HG DW WKH FDUV DQG ZKDW WKH\ FDQ GR´ 3UHVLGHQW
Sanchez said. “I continue to be surprised pleasantly at the number of Tribal
members that have developed an interest and creativity in their vehicles.
The commitment made by Norman (Huggins) and the family each year and
VKDULQJLWZLWKHYHU\RQHLVWUHPHQGRXV´

)See more BIG BALLERS photos on page 5C

every year in memory of Norman’s son Randall Huggins.
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Big Cypress seniors celebrate U.S. Department of Justice
first Trike Fest championship honors Brighton SPD officer

Naji Tobias

Chris C. Jenkins

The Big Cypress seniors share a special group moment as they celebrate their first Trike Fest title win toward the conclusion
of the Nov. 16 championship dinner at the Big Cypress Senior Center. During the Senior Trike Fest event held at the Big Cypress
Aviation Hangar on Nov. 3, Team Big Cypress (127 total points) blew past runner-up and last year’s Trike Fest champion Team
Brighton (91 total points), as well as Team Hollywood (48 points), Team Tampa (26 points) and Team Immokalee (0 points).

Four-year Brighton Seminole Police Department veteran officer Holly Ramsey, fourth from right, and SPD Chief William
Latchford, far left, gather with members of the Tribal Council before their Nov. 14 meeting. During the meeting, Ramsey
was recognized for receiving the U. S. Attorney General’s Exceptional Service in Indian Country Award, the highest honor
given by the U. S. Department of Justice. Ramsey was among 15 recipients in Indian Country to be honored; she helped
solve a missing child/murder case on Wyoming’s Wind River Reservation, where the Shoshone and Arapaho Tribes reside.

permission before, but I had to ask again.”
With his aunt’s permission, Everett Osceola was
From page 1A
¿OPHGE\WKH6SHFWUXP3URGXFWLRQVFUHZVDVKHFDXJKW
an alligator with Walker one day in Big Cypress. Osceola
said he thought the live footage could be good to show
to show them how I catch alligators. I got a chance to show how the the cultural aspect of the sport.
“It was fun for the most part, but my feet were all cut
Seminoles and Miccosukee Indians used to go alligator hunting for a food
up,” he said of the experience, which will be aired on one
source.”
Hollywood Tribal citizen Everett Osceola, who joined Swamp Men of the 10 scheduled episodes for Season Three.
“I guess they’re not as callous as Billy’s yet, but it
this season, said that having Tribal members involved has been a muchwas
a
great experience and it was pretty dangerous. I saw
welcomed and much-needed addition to the series. With on-camera face
time as a past anchor for the Seminole Channel and some past acting Billy step on a gator and the gator climbed a tree like a
experience, the Tribal television personality saw the opportunity as a way cat. It was a sight to see, but at the same time, I was like,
‘I could step on one too.’”
to represent his people from a cultural standpoint.
For Osceola, his main concern was how his aunt
“I came up with the idea of asking for permission to perform alligator
would
feel about the sequence being aired on the NatGeo
wrestling,” Everett Osceola said of the live, on-camera footage. “I was
trying for a cultural outlook, but I did not want to step on any toes, as Wild network.
“The only thing for me was this: Is Elsie going to
far as the elders are concerned. I had asked my aunt, Elsie Bowers, for
be OK with it?” Osceola wondered. “I
IRXQG RXW WKDW VKH ZDV ¿QH ZLWK LW DOO
From what I heard, it turned out to be a
good episode.”
Swamp Men has an avid fan in
Claudia Selva, who said she regularly
watches the show. Selva recalled a show
in which Jacob Osceola explained how
his grandmother taught him about life
on the Big Cypress Reservation and
how he learned to catch alligators as a
© Guy Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC
youngster.
Cory Wilcox and his team trap hogs inside a cage.
“I like the fact that the show lets
us see the history of how the Seminoles
interact with the animals,” Selva said.
show ends tomorrow, at least I had a good ride. I tried my best, along with
“It’s really interesting to see how they (the Seminoles) my fellow Tribal members and family, to help spread the beauty of our
are dressed in Native and modern clothing. It’s cool to see culture.”
the Indians using ancient and modern techniques to catch
Wilcox couldn’t agree more with Everett Osceola’s assessment of the
the gators.”
Tribal member involvement with the Swamp Men series.
At this time, whether the Swamp Men series will
“Swamp Men,EHLQJ¿OPHGRQ%LJ&\SUHVV5HVHUYDWLRQGHHSO\LPcontinue after this season is unknown, according to pacts the Tribe’s image and will continue to do so for years to come,”
Everett Osceola and Wilcox. But one thing’s for certain: Wilcox said.
it has given the Tribe far-reaching exposure.
“People all over the world now know that the Seminole Tribe still
“You never can tell, but hey, at least I can say that exists and to this day, they can come to Big Cypress to see things you
I had my 15 minutes on a gator and crashing swamp can’t possibly see anywhere else in the world,” Wilcox continued. “I just
buggies,” Everett Osceola said.
hope that I have correctly portrayed my Tribe in a respectable manner and
“I have had my fellow Tribal members wanting that my people know I did my best not to offend any of my fellow Tribal
to take pictures with me, which is weird for me,” he members.”
continued. “I thought they were joking with me, but it
The Swamp Men episodes currently air on Monday nights at 10 p.m.
© Gabby Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC was cool because it made me feel like a Hollywood star
on the NatGeo Wild network. For more information on the series, visit
for the day – a Hollywood, Fla. star that is. But if the www.billieswamp.com.
Everett Osceola prepares to jump on an alligator.

)SWAMP MEN
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Swamp Screamers Motorcycle Ride
benefits the Florida panther

Tribal member Jessica Osceola
pursues her artistic passion
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

Naji Tobias

Hollywood Tribal citizen and avid motorcycle rider Ollie Tiger, mother of BC Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, displays her
Harley Davidson Track UltraClassic motorcycle at the Billie Swamp parking. The Nov. 12 Swamp Screamers event raised
money to protect the endangered Florida panther.
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribe’s Billie Swamp
Safari welcomed scores of bikers to their inaugural
Swamp Screamers Motorcycle Ride and Bike Show
held in the Safari parking lot on Nov. 12.
The event helped raise awareness for the Florida
SDQWKHU FODVVL¿HG DV DQ HQGDQJHUHG VSHFLHV E\ WKH
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission.
The Swamp Screamers campaign drew motorcycle
enthusiasts from near and far, and they certainly didn’t
mind the scenic ride to Big Cypress, said Melissa
Sherman, Billie Swamp Safari’s marketing and
promotional coordinator.
Several Tribal citizens rode out in full force to
show off their wheels. Hollywood Tribal citizen Ollie
Tiger, the mother of Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep.
Mondo Tiger, was one of the featured riders at the
weekend event.
“I just wanted to ride down here to see what was
going on,” said Tiger, who has been an avid rider for the
past seven years. “I like what the Billie Swamp Safari
is trying to do.”
Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank, who
attended the Swamp Screamers show, talked about the
importance of raising awareness for the Florida panther.
“We have a large panther population out here on
the reservation lands,” Rep. Frank said. “The need for
awareness is growing, and we support the Tribe’s efforts
in doing what can be done to keep the habitat intact.”
7KH)ORULGDSDQWKHULVNQRZQDVWKHVWDWH¶VRI¿FLDO

animal and has a current population of around 100
panthers, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.
The Florida panther typically makes its home
in the Everglades, a federally protected environment
which includes the Big Cypress National Preserve,
Everglades National Park, the Florida Panther National
Wildlife Refuge, the Big Cypress Reservation and the
Miccosukee Reservation.
About 150,000 people across South Florida –
including those from Fort Myers, Miami and West
Palm Beach – have supported the cause. Portions of the
proceeds from the Swamp Screamers event went to the
Wildlife Foundation of Florida, Sherman said.
Donor organizations included Harley Davidson of
West Palm Beach, Fla., Hot Leathers, Leathers for Less
and Sysco.
The Billie Swamp Safari has recently opened
its own panther exhibit to the public. According to
Sherman, the two-story structure – conceptualized by
Steve McNeil and Jodi Reynolds – is between 6 and 7
feet tall and features a high island in the middle of the
exhibit’s enclosure.
The completed display is designed to house
panthers who can view tourists and guests at eye level,
Sherman said.
Billie Swamp Safari plans to continue the Swamp
Screamers show next year, Sherman said.
For more information on the Florida panther
PRYHPHQWYLVLWZZZÀRULGDSDQWKHUQHWRUJ

)See more SWAMP SCREAMERS photos on page 6A

NAPLES — Jessica Osceola has
always been creative, and she comes
from a close-knit family who place their
heritage and cultural traditions at the top
of the list. A daughter of Douglas M.
Osceola Jr. and his wife, Sandy, she was
raised in a traditional atmosphere that
adhered to camp life through her father’s
generation.
Her grandmother, Tahama Osceola,
and her great grandmother, Juanita
Osceola, introduced her to the Seminole
arts at an early age. She has always shown
a keen interest in adopting the skills of
her ancestors.
Following graduation from high
school, Osceola enrolled in Florida Gulf
Coast University. Originally a history
major, she was drawn to the world of
art as she attempted to express herself
and the role of Native Americans in
American society. In 2008, she received
a bachelor’s degree from the College of
Arts and Sciences.
“My Seminole ancestry and their
way of life include the pride of a people
who are known as ‘The Unconquered,’”
Osceola said. “My Irish background
from my mother helps me to blend into
the melting pot of diversity, struggle
and opportunity for which this country
stands. I am constantly battling with
these two identities and the stereotypes
conferred upon my cultures by society.
My art provides me with a media for selfPhoto courtesy of Jessica Osceola
expression.”
A year of study at the Institute of As the furnace heats up, Jessica Osceola gets ready to express her
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. artistic talents through metal sculpture.
further enhanced her artistic skills and
broadened her scope of communication
through her art work. Several of her
7KHH[KLELWHQMR\HGDKLJKYROXPHRIWUDI¿FDQG
sculptures were included in the Seminole Artists each of the members found a buyer for some of their
exhibit at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.
creations. Completing this very successful venture,
A rapid learner, Osceola easily passes on the Collective has been invited to participate in the
information to others, and she shows a great deal of New York Art Now Fair in March 2012.
promise and compassion when teaching children and
“Creating art, whether it is a sculpture or
adults. This skill motivated her acceptance of the role ceramics, is a constantly evolving process,” Osceola
of traditional arts specialist at the Juanita Osceola said. “In my own art, my biggest inspiration comes
Center where she served her community for more from the people I meet, the places I visit and the
than a year.
emotional experiences I draw from it. Through art I
Realizing that she had reached a plateau in her can tell the world how I feel and how I think and how
development, Osceola recently resigned her position I perceive.”
to pursue her artistic career. She joined a diverse
Osceola said she prefers working in clay and
group of eight emerging artists from Fort Myers, Fla. metal, but she likes experimenting with as many
called the San Carlos Collective. The members are materials as possible. She’s worked with glass, resins,
connected by friendship, place and ambition. They steel, plaster and more, and her current piece combines
have all received their technical training at Florida heavily glazed clay surfaces and cast metals. She likes
Gulf Coast University.
to emphasize form, texture and medium.
Although highly individual in style and medium,
“I am instinctively drawn to creating unattractive
the members share a sense of experimentation and surface imperfections and forms that arouse
discovery, as well as a desire to react to the traditions vulnerability. My quiet, introverted personality is
RIDUWZKHWKHUDI¿UPLQJRUQHJDWLQJWKHP7KURXJK often contradictory of my outspoken work. As a result
their combined efforts, they are receiving positive the work becomes a catalyst for communicating with
exposure for their creations, and they recently an audience about visions of my past, present and
exhibited at the Taste of the Arts, Art Walk and Sidney future.”
& Berne Davis Art Center in downtown Fort Myers.
Even though she enjoys a very productive period
The San Carlos Collective was accepted for in her artistic creativity, Osceola is looking ahead.
exhibition at the prestigious Art Now Fair at the She is exploring the curriculum at several possible
Catalina Hotel in Miami Beach from Dec. 1-4. This universities in consideration of pursuing her master’s
unique, contemporary art fair is held annually and GHJUHHLQ¿QHDUWV
focuses on providing exposure for internationally
renowned artists to private collectors, museum
curators and art dealers.
)See more ARTIST photos on page 8A

Epidemic of violence against Native women continues to grow
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Freelance Writer

No one wants to think about physical assaults
happening to someone they know or even happening to
themselves. However, out of any ethnic or racial group
in the U.S., Native women face the highest rates of
sexual violence and physical assault.
One out of three Native women will be raped in
her lifetime, and three out of four will be physically
assaulted, according to the U.S. Department of Justice.
As those alarming statistics show, violence among
Native women in the U.S. has become an epidemic.
With the help of the Indian Law Resource Center,
the Safe Women, Strong Nations project was started to
help raise national and international awareness against
the growing epidemic in Native communities. Women
like Tillie Black Gear, Cecelia Fire Thunder, Terri
Henry, Karen Artichoker and many others spearheaded
the project and continue their grassroots efforts today.
Because more than 80 percent of the violence
occurring against Tribal women is perpetrated by nonNative men, Tribal courts have a hard time prosecuting
and bringing the perpetrators to justice.
6DIH:RPHQ6WURQJ1DWLRQVKRZHYHUKHOSV¿JKW
the epidemic by educating Tribal communities with
proper legal skills and Tribal jurisdiction knowledge.
If violence among Native American women is
FODVVL¿HG DV DQ HSLGHPLF WKHQ ZK\ DUH ZH MXVW QRZ
hearing about it?
“It is an issue, but not an issue that is dealt with,”
Seminole Tribe of Florida Family Services Director
Helene Buster said. “However, it needs to be.”
Safe Women, Strong Nations and the Indian
Law Resource Center recently aired a public service
announcement publicizing the shocking statistics and
the facts.
“Every time I watch this video and read the
onscreen statistics, I picture my mom, my sisters and
¿DQFHH´7ULEDOPHPEHU-DUULG6PLWKVDLG³*LYHQWKH
statistics stated and the fact that crimes like domestic
abuse and rape go underreported, I know that the Native

women in my life have experienced some form of
violence which they haven’t expressed.”
Seminole Police Department Sgt. Angela Comito
FRQ¿UPHG WKDW GRPHVWLF DEXVH DQG UDSH GR JR
underreported.
“In my 10 years here in Brighton, we have had
only one Tribal victim involved in something similar
to a sexual assault and not too much violence involving
women other than domestic,” she said.
Unfortunately, just because Sgt. Comito only has
RQH UHSRUW ¿OHG LQ KHU SROLFH UHFRUGV WKH 6HPLQROH
Tribe is not exempt from this violence epidemic.
“I see it happening,” Buster said. “It happens on a
daily basis, but it is our culture that you stick with your
family even if that means keeping it private.”
0DQ\ YLFWLPV ¿QG WKHPVHOYHV VFDUHG ZLWK QR
knowledge of what to do or where to go for help. Buster,
a domestic violence victim herself, found herself in that
exact situation.
“I didn’t know, I was too scared,” Buster said. “I
didn’t know who to go to.”
If it is Seminole culture, and possibly other Native
cultures as well, to stick with their family no matter
what, even if that means turning a blind eye toward
domestic violence and sexual assault, what is it going
to take to stop the violence?
“It will take Native people saying to themselves that
enough is enough,” Smith said. “It will take collective
action by communities and loving by individuals to
defeat this epidemic.”
Thanks to Safe Women, Strong Nations and the
Indian Law Resource Center, some people are taking
action.
In May of this year a delegation of Native women’s
organizations met with Doudou Diéne, the Special
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism. The
GHOHJDWLRQ HGXFDWHG WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV RI¿FLDO RQ
Native American violence and how Tribal courts are
OLPLWHG DQG GLVFULPLQDWHG DJDLQVW PDNLQJ LW GLI¿FXOW
WR ¿JKW YLROHQFH 7KH 6SHFLDO 5DSSRUWHXU WRRN JUHDW
interest in the subject and promised to include it in his
report to the United Nations Human Rights Council.

Another group of Native women led by Navajo
Nation First Lady Vikki Shirley traveled to the United
Nations headquarters to raise awareness on the cause.
They came forward asking the U.N. to make public
safety on Indian reservations a priority and to give
Tribal governments the authority to enforce Tribal laws
against anyone on Tribal land.
“It will take initiatives like this one to break down
the tolerance and acceptance that violence against
women has built up,” Smith said.
What the Navajo Nation First Lady asked for is a
service that the Seminole Tribe already offers: public
safety is a priority. The Family Services Department
and the Seminole Police Department offer help to those
in need.
“Family Services is there to help people,” Buster
said. “We want to help. Our counselors are trained on
such topics as domestic abuse. We offer courses when
needed. But we can’t change it if no one speaks up.”
The Indian Law Resource Center is also trying to
help raise awareness about speaking up.
“The tendency to not act, to choose inaction, is
ZKDW LV GH¿QLQJ XV´ 6PLWK VDLG ³:H WDNH WKH HDV\
route and don’t pick up the phone. We don’t use our
voices to protect others.”
On Jan. 27, 2011, Rashida Manjoo, United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, visited
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in Cherokee,
N.C.
“A visit to a sovereign Indian nation will allow the
6SHFLDO5DSSRUWHXUWROHDUQ¿UVWKDQGDERXWWKHGLVWLQFW
legal barriers that prevent American Indian nations in
the U.S. from protecting their women citizens,” said
Painttown Rep. Terri Henry who also serves as the
co-chair of the NCAI Task Force on Violence Against
Women.
Most Native Americans do not have to visit a
Tribal community to understand. Most have probably
DOUHDG\ZLWQHVVHG¿UVWKDQGWKHDFWVRIYLROHQFHWRZDUG
a Native woman.
But Smith is in the rare minority that hasn’t seen it.
“Growing up I never saw a man hit a woman; on

the rez that is a huge accomplishment,” Smith said.
“So, most of all, I’m tired of that being abnormal.”
As the Indian Law Resource Center states, Indians
are “warriors.” The Seminole Tribe prides itself on the
idea of being the unconquered warrior, and they should
not let violence conquer them.
Fortunately, the Seminole Tribe has the resources
available to help stop this epidemic. People just need
to speak up and reach out for help by calling their
reservation’s Family Services Department.
Seminoles can make a difference and stop being
complicit. Start by getting the word out about abuse

)See EPIDEMIC on page 8A

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Folk musicians visit Billie
Swamp for annual getaway

Smallwood Store contempt
hearing set for Dec. 29
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

NAPLES — The next episode in the longrunning drama “The Fate of the Smallwood Store and
Museum” will take place at 2 p.m. on Dec. 29 at the
Collier County Courthouse when Judge Lauren L.
Brodie considers contempt charges against Florida
Georgia Grove (FGG).
FGG, a bold squad of out-of-town developers
from Highlands County, sought to solve a property
dispute by tearing out historic Mamie Street in an early
morning April 14 raid in Chokoloskee. The incident
blocked the only access to the Museum, causing it
to shut down and provoking a lawsuit from both the
county and the Smallwood Trust; then, defying a direct
court order, FGG only partially restored the road, still
blocking access for most vehicles to the 105-year-old
national historic landmark.
Not long after handing down his order to replace
the road, the original jurist, Judge Hugh Hayes,
recused himself from the case when FGG complained
he was not impartial because the next door Collier

Peter B. Gallagher

Seminole Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and Florida folk musician Valerie C. Wisecracker socialize at the event.
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Florida folk musicians held
their annual Florida Swamp Getaway on Dec. 3-4 at
the Big Cypress Reservation, hosted by Billie Swamp
Safari.
Performers included Frank Thomas of Lake
Wales, the genre’s patriarch and chief songwriter;
Whitey Markle, the Citra Swamp Rooter king;
Miami songstress Valerie C. Wisecracker; national
songwriter Jim Mason; harmonica wizard T.C. Carr
of St. Petersburg; and the Bullard Brothers from
White Springs. The eclectic group toured the region in
airboats and swamp buggies and performed a six-hour
concert at the Swamp Water Café.
Tradition regarding a recent death in the Bird
Clan prevented Seminole Chairman James E. Billie
from joining the festive group. Billie is a noted Florida
folk singer-songwriter in his own right.
“What a great weekend!” said Wisecracker, who
praised BSS Marketing Director Melissa Sherman
Peter B. Gallagher
and her staff for accommodating everyone’s needs.
“Everyone was so attentive to every detail. Some Songwriter Jerry Lawrence Bullard sings his Florida songs at
people might have been a little nervous about sleeping the Swamp Water Café during the Florida Folk event.
out here surrounded by gators and panthers, but the
Billie Swamp Safari staff made us all feel at home.”
Also joining the crowd were musicians Mac Martin from Arcadia; Pat Barmore from Clearwater; Lisa
Thomas from Lake Wales; Charlie Cook from Lakeland; Ken Crawford from Tallahassee; Guy Labree from Pine
Level; Raiford Starke from Immokalee; and Judge Zip Robertson from Miami.

County Courthouse Annex was dedicated in his name.
His replacement, Collier County native Judge Cynthia
Pivacek, also stepped down, without giving a reason.
Next came Judge Brodie, who is more familiar with
juvenile justice cases.
“Thousands of people have come to town, then
turned around and left when they saw the road,” said
Lynn Smallwood-McMillin, who is planning a 2012
kayak race and treasure hunt to raise funds for the
Smallwood Store.
Marco Island musician JRobert and Miami folk
songstress Valerie C. Wisecracker are mustering signs,
songs and supporters for another public “Save the
Smallwood Store” rally on the Collier Court House
steps before the Dec. 29 hearing. “We want the judge
to know that people care about the Smallwood Store.
It’s an important part of the history of the Seminole
Indians, Collier County and the State of Florida,”
Robert said. “No one should be allowed to ruin the
people’s pride.”
Anyone interested in participating in the rally
should contact JRobert at jrobert@jrobert.net or
Wisecracker at valcara@bellsouth.net.

Big Cypress RV Resort Grand
to re-open this January
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Sporting a
much-needed facelift, the 15-year-old
Big Cypress RV Resort will celebrate
a “Grand Re-opening” on Jan. 12
with Seminole seniors honored as
special guests. The 11 a.m. event will
feature a seniors lunch and tour of the
facilities conducted by Park manager
Darwin DeCamp and an address by
Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo
Tiger.
“Most of the improvements
people will see around here were
made in-house,” DeCamp said.
“In other words, completed by
departments within the Tribe. We all
came together to help each other.”
The improvements include a completely
new electrical system “from the ground up to the
transformers,” said DeCamp, as well as all new sewer
lines and park-wide landscaping. “We took 21 sites
and made them into a premium area, complete with
new landscaping and attractive 8-by-20 paver panels.”
DeCamp and his workers also gutted several
cabins, installing new bathrooms, complete with
new showers. Even the old “falling down chickee”
was renovated, he said: “Our goal was to make this
place more user friendly.” Marketing improvements,

Photo courtesy of Big Cypress RV Resort

designed to lure more campers and recreational vehicle
enthusiasts to the park, are also being implemented,
DeCamp said.
In addition to RV sites and cabins, the Big
Cypress RV Resort features tent sites, a clubhouse, a
heated swimming pool, a new hot tub, a miniature golf
FRXUVHDEDVNHWEDOOFRXUWVKXIÀHERDUGKRUVHVKRHV
a playground, laundry facilities and an exercise room.
For more information, call 800-437-4102 or visit
www.bigcypressrvresort.com.
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)HOMECOMING From page 1A

Chris C. Jenkins

Miss Florida Princess Jewel Buck waves to the crowd as part of the homecoming parade festivities on Nov. 18.

Photo courtesy of Wanda Bowers

Florida State University President Eric J. Barron, center, joins the Seminole Color Guard, the Seminole Princesses and the newly
formed Tribal alumni group before the annual homecoming parade on the FSU campus on Nov. 18.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Florida State University Tribal alumni Doug Zepeda, left, and Emily OsceolaBranch, right, greet the crowd at the annual FSU parade held Nov. 18.

Little Miss Florida Seminole Brooke Yescas participates in the Nov. 18 FSU
Homecoming Parade.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Miss Florida Seminole Junior Princess Jaryaca Baker crowns the new FSU
Homecoming Queen at halftime.

Former Florida State University alumnus Kyle Doney throws the famed spear of the
Seminole rider Osceola as part of the pregame kickoff festivities for homecoming.

Tribal senior Connie Gowen, middle, with the mothers of the Tribal Princesses
before the parade on Nov. 18.

Chris C. Jenkins

Former Florida Gov. Reubin Askew joins Tribal citizens at the Florida State University Alumni breakfast held at the FSU Alumni
Center. Askew served from 1971-1979 as the 37th governor.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal royalty and honorary spear toss guest Kyle Doney with Osceola and Renegade on the field during the FSU homecoming
game.

Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Bates Bowers

The Seminole Color Guard with FSU President Eric J. Barron.

Chris C. Jenkins

Seminole royalty meet FSU football players during the
homecoming game on Nov. 19.

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Holiday food safety tips
SUBMITTED BY AVA JOHN
Environmental Health Department

2XU 7ULEDO FRPPXQLWLHV DUH PDNLQJ SODQV IRU
KROLGD\ IHDVWV WKDW LQFOXGH HYHU\RQH¶V IDYRULWH GLVKHV
IURP,QGLDQWDFRVWR,QGLDQVWHZ)ULHQGVDQGIDPLOLHV
DUH LQYLWHG DQG H[FLWHPHQW LV LQ WKH DLU )RRG VDIHW\
LV SUREDEO\ QRW WKH ¿UVW WKLQJ \RX WKLQN DERXW ZKHQ
SODQQLQJDKROLGD\GLQQHUEXWWRNHHS\RXUJDWKHULQJ
IURP EHFRPLQJ PHPRUDEOH LQ WKH ZURQJ ZD\ LW¶V
LPSRUWDQW WR WDNH VWHSV WR SURWHFW \RXU JXHVWV IURP
IRRGERUQHLOOQHVVHV
7R PDNH VXUH \RXU KROLGD\ GLQQHU LV QRW RQO\
GHOLFLRXV EXW DOVR DV VDIH DV SRVVLEOH WKH 6HPLQROH
7ULEH RI )ORULGD +HDOWK 'HSDUWPHQW ZRXOG OLNH WR
RIIHUDIHZVLPSOHVWHSVWRHQVXUHDGHOLFLRXVDQGVDIH
KROLGD\PHDO
:DVK \RXU KDQGV WKRURXJKO\ DQG RIWHQ EHIRUH
GXULQJ DQG DIWHU IRRG SUHSDUDWLRQ 6LPSO\ ZDVKLQJ
KDQGVLVRQHRIWKHHDVLHVWZD\VWRPLQLPL]HEDFWHULDO
FRQWDPLQDWLRQ DQG NHHS \RXU IRRG VDIH :DVK ZLWK
VRDS XS WR \RXU ZULVWV DQG EHWZHHQ \RXU ¿QJHUV IRU
DSSUR[LPDWHO\VHFRQGV
'HIURVWWXUNH\DQGRWKHUIRRGVLQWKHUHIULJHUDWRU
7KHVDIHVWWKDZLQJPHWKRGLVLQWKHUHIULJHUDWRUDW
GHJUHHV)3ODQDKHDGDSRXQGWXUNH\FDQWDNH
WZRWRWKUHHGD\VWRWKDZLQWKHUHIULJHUDWRURUHLJKWWR
KRXUVWRWKDZLQFROGUXQQLQJZDWHU1HYHUWKDZD
WXUNH\RUDQ\RWKHUIRRGE\OHDYLQJLWRQWKHFRXQWHU
 6HSDUDWH GR QRW FURVV FRQWDPLQDWH .HHS UDZ
PHDWSRXOWU\HJJVDQGVHDIRRGDQGWKHLUMXLFHVDZD\
IURPUHDG\WRHDWIRRGDQGDZD\IURPHDFKRWKHU
 &RRN WR SURSHU WHPSHUDWXUH DQG XVH D
WKHUPRPHWHU7KHUHLVVLPSO\QRRWKHUZD\WRGHWHUPLQH
WKDWIRRGKDVEHHQFRRNHGHQRXJKWRNLOOEDFWHULDXQOHVV
\RXXVHDWKHUPRPHWHU7XUNH\VVWXI¿QJVLGHGLVKHVDQG

DOOOHIWRYHUVVKRXOGEHFRRNHGWRDWOHDVWGHJUHHV)
DQGNHSWKLJKHUWKDQGHJUHHV)GXULQJVHUYLQJWREH
VXUHWKDWDQ\SRWHQWLDOEDFWHULDLVGHVWUR\HG5HPHPEHU
WRNHHSKRWIRRGKRWDQGFROGIRRGFROG
 6WXII DQG FRRN \RXU WXUNH\ WKH ULJKW ZD\7KH
VDIHVW ZD\ WR FRRN WKH VWXI¿QJ LV VHSDUDWH IURP WKH
WXUNH\ %XW ZKHWKHU WKH VWXI¿QJ LV FRRNHG LQVLGH RU
RXWVLGHRIWKHWXUNH\WKHVWXI¿QJPXVWUHDFKDQLQWHUQDO
WHPSHUDWXUHRIGHJUHHV),IWKHWXUNH\LVVWXIIHG
PL[ LQJUHGLHQWV MXVW SULRU WR ¿OOLQJ WKH FDYLW\ 6WXII
ORRVHO\WRKHOSHQVXUHVDIHHYHQFRRNLQJ5HPHPEHU
WKH WHPSHUDWXUH RI D ZKROH WXUNH\ PXVW UHDFK 
GHJUHHV ) LQ WKH LQQHUPRVW SDUW RI WKH WKLJK DQG WKH
FHQWHURIWKHVWXI¿QJPXVWUHDFKGHJUHHV)
 5HIULJHUDWH OHIWRYHUV ZLWKLQ WZR KRXUV RI
SUHSDUDWLRQ /HDYLQJ IRRG RXW IRU WRR ORQJ LV RQH RI
WKH ELJJHVW KROLGD\ IRRG VDIHW\ SUREOHPV:KHQ IRRG
VLWVRXWIRUPRUHWKDQWZRKRXUVLWVWHPSHUDWXUHIDOOV
LQWRWKHGDQJHU]RQHKLJKHUWKDQGHJUHHV)DQGOHVV
WKDQGHJUHHV)ZKLFKLVLGHDOIRUEDFWHULDOJURZWK
3DFNDJHOHIWRYHUVLQVPDOOSRUWLRQVDQGPDNHVXUHWKH
UHIULJHUDWRULVQRWRYHUSDFNHGVRWKDWDLUFDQFLUFXODWH
DURXQGWKHIRRGDQGFRROLWSURSHUO\
5HKHDWOHIWRYHUVWRGHJUHHV3RSSLQJDSODWH
RIIRRGLQWRWKHPLFURZDYHIRUDIHZPLQXWHVPD\VHHP
VDIH HQRXJK KRZHYHU \RX VKRXOG XVH D WKHUPRPHWHU
WR PDNH VXUH DOO WKH IRRG LV UHKHDWHG HQRXJK WR NLOO
EDFWHULD0LFURZDYHVKHDWLQDQXQHYHQPDQQHUVROHW
WKHFRYHUHGIRRGVLWIRUDPLQXWHRUWZRWROHWWKHKHDW
GHVWUR\DQ\EDFWHULDDQGWKHQFKHFNWKHWHPSHUDWXUHDOO
DURXQGWKHSODWH
Remember, if in doubt, throw it out.
,QIRUPDWLRQ WDNHQ IURP %URZDUG &RXQW\ +HDOWK
'HSDUWPHQWDQG:HE0'ZHEVLWHV
)RU DGGLWLRQDO IRRG VDIHW\ LQIRUPDWLRQ FDOO  WKH
(QYLURQPHQWDO+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQWDW

From the Office of Police Chief
William R. Latchford
Holiday wishes and a safe new year
7KHKROLGD\VDUHDWLPHRIWKH\HDU¿OOHGZLWKZDUPWKDQGJRRG
FKHHU :H VKRXOG EH WKDQNIXO IRU DOO WKH EOHVVLQJV ZH KDYH LQ RXU
OLYHV3OHDVHUHPHPEHUDVZHSDUWDNHLQKROLGD\IHVWLYLWLHVDQGIDPLO\
JDWKHULQJVWREHVDIHDQGNHHS\RXUIDPLOLHVVDIH+HUHDUHDIHZVDIHW\
SUHFDXWLRQVWRNHHSLQPLQGWRDVVXUHDVDIHDQGKDSS\FHOHEUDWLRQIRU
HYHU\RQH
 5HPHPEHU ¿UHZRUNV DUH YHU\ XQVWDEOH DQG XQSUHGLFWDEOH
7KHUHIRUHEHVXUHWRXVHFDXWLRQDURXQGWKHVHGLVSOD\V
&KLOGUHQPXVWEHVXSHUYLVHGDURXQG¿UHZRUNV
)LUHDUPVVKRXOGEHSURSHUO\ORFNHGDQGQRWDLPOHVVO\VKRWLQWKHDLUWRFHOHEUDWH
'RQRWGULQNDQGGULYH'HVLJQDWHDGULYHURUDPRGHRIVDIHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQLI\RXSODQWRGULQN
GXULQJWKHKROLGD\V
%HDZDUHRI\RXUVXUURXQGLQJVDWSDUWLHVDQGGRQRWOHDYHZLWKVWUDQJHUV
7DNHQRWLFHRI\RXUVXUURXQGLQJVZKLOHLQDWWHQGDQFHDWDKROLGD\SDUW\HVSHFLDOO\H[LWVLQFDVHRI
DQHPHUJHQF\
,IKRVWLQJDSDUW\FROOHFWWKHFDUNH\VIURPHYHU\RQHDVWKH\DUULYH7KLVZLOOOHVVHQWKHOLNHOLKRRG
RIDJXHVWOHDYLQJLQWR[LFDWHGDQGGULYLQJ
5HPHPEHUVSHQGLQJWLPHZLWK\RXUIDPLO\DQGIULHQGVGXULQJWKHKROLGD\VLVDIDVFLQDWLQJWLPHWR
UHFRQQHFW0DNHVSHFWDFXODUPHPRULHVWKDWZLOOODVWDOLIHWLPH
0D\\RXDQG\RXUIDPLOLHVEH¿OOHGZLWKZDUPWKDQGJRRGFKHHUWKLVKROLGD\VHDVRQDQGFRQWLQXHG
VXFFHVVHVGXULQJWKHXSFRPLQJ1HZ<HDU
– Will

)SWAMP SCREAMERS From page 3C

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal senior Joe Junior Billie – a Panther Clan member – enters his 2001 Harley Davidson
motorcycle into the Swamp Screamers Bike Show on Nov. 12. His bike has a Panther Clan design.
“We’re just here to have a good time with everybody,” Billie said. “The panther means so much to me.”

Big Cypress Tribal senior Ronnie Billie, with wife, Almira Billie, shows off two of his motorcycles, including a 2008 Suzuki BK King, left, and a 2005
Harley Davidson Deluxe motorcycle, right. Ronnie entered five bikes in the Nov. 12 Swamp Screamers Bike Show.

Photo courtesy of Melissa Sherman

Photo courtesy of Melissa Sherman

Naji Tobias

The panther exhibit at Billie Swamp Safari is now open. The enclosure above houses Liberty the
Panther.

The Swamp Screamers campaign drew motorcycle enthusiasts from
near and far to help raise funds for the endangered Florida panther.

Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank participates in the Swamp
Screamers Bike Show on Nov. 12.

THE
POLICE
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

DO YOU?
Call Me For A FREE Consultation

RICHARD CASTILLO

954.522.3500

Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours.
/[ QHſEG FGHGPFU FWKŏU FTWI QHHGPUGU
UWURGPFGFNKEGPUGFQOGUVKEXKQNGPEGCPF
CNNHGNQPKGUCPFOKUFGOGCPQTU

2 4

WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.
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Seminoles Without Addictions Make
Progress hosts holiday dance

Seminoles deliver food, clothes
and toys to Pine Ridge Sioux

SUBMITTED BY VALERIE MARONE
Family Services Department

t Paula Bowers-Sanchez

BRIGHTON — 6HPLQROHV
:LWKRXW $GGLFWLRQV 0DNH
3URJUHVV 6:$03  KHOG LWV
¿UVW KROLGD\ GDQFH IRU %ULJKWRQ
WHHQV DQG WZHHQV RQ 1RY  DW
WKH 3HPD\HWY (PDKDNY &KDUWHU
6FKRROFDIHWHULD
6:$03 LV D %ULJKWRQ
)DPLO\6HUYLFHVVXEVWDQFHDEXVH
SUHYHQWLRQ SURJUDP 2QH RI WKH
JRDOVRI6:$03LVWRSURYLGH
GUXJIUHHIXQDOWHUQDWLYHVIRUWKH
WHHQVDQGWZHHQVRIWKH%ULJKWRQ
&RPPXQLW\ UHLQIRUFLQJ LWV
PRWWR WKDW %ULJKWRQ¶V \RXWK GR
KDYH³%HWWHU7KLQJV7R'R7KDQ
'UXJV´
7KH 6WXGHQWV :RUNLQJ
$JDLQVW 7REDFFR 6:$7  WHHQV
IURP 2NHHFKREHH +LJK 6FKRRO
PDGH D JXHVW DSSHDUDQFH DW WKH
HYHQW
%ULJKWRQ %R\V
 *LUOV
&OXE VLWH PDQDJHU 'HUHN 3LHUFH
Photo courtesy of Valerie Marone
DQG \RXWK ZKR SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ
Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) guests from Okeechobee High
KLV PXVLF SURGXFWLRQ SURJUDP
School take a break from dancing. Seminoles Without Addictions Make Progress
VHUYHGDVWKHGLVFMRFNH\VIRUWKH (S.W.A.M.P.) teens hosted the holiday party on Nov. 19.
QLJKW UXQQLQJ WKH PL[ ERDUG DV
WKHWHHQVGDQFHGWRWKHLUIDYRULWH
KHDOWK\DOWHUQDWLYHDFWLYLWLHVDUHOHVVOLNHO\WREHFRPH
WXQHV
6:$03PHPEHUVKRVWDFWLYLWLHVOLNHWKLVGDQFH LQYROYHG ZLWK QHJDWLYH SHHU SUHVVXUH DQG DUH PRUH
WREXLOGVRFLDOFRPSHWHQFHDQGGUXJUHVLVWDQFHVNLOOV SUHSDUHGWRVD\QRWRGDQJHURXVDFWLYLWLHVVXFKDVXVLQJ
7KH RUJDQL]DWLRQ EHOLHYHV WKDW \RXWK ZKR HQJDJH LQ DOFRKRODQGGUXJV

1DWLYH 5HOLHI )RXQGDWLRQ ,QF 15)  LV D
QRQSUR¿W RUJDQL]DWLRQ ZLWK D PLVVLRQ WR DVVLVW
1DWLYHFRPPXQLWLHVZKRKDYHOLWWOHWRQRUHVRXUFHV
15)VWHSVLQWRSURYLGHIRRGVKHOWHUDQGFORWKLQJ
QRW WR PHQWLRQ GHVSHUDWHO\ QHHGHG VRFLDO VHUYLFHV
, OLNH VHYHUDO RWKHU 6HPLQROH 7ULEDO FLWL]HQV ZDV
VR PRYHG E\ D UHFHQW WHOHYLVLRQ EURDGFDVW WKDW ZH
UHIXVHGWRVWDQGE\DQGGRQRWKLQJ7KHUHDOL]DWLRQ
WKDW IHOORZ 7ULEDO FRPPXQLWLHV DQGRU LQGLYLGXDO
PHPEHUV IDFH VLJQL¿FDQW DGYHUVLW\ MXVW WR VXUYLYH
SURPSWHGXVWRWDNHDFWLRQ
7KHWHOHYLVLRQEURDGFDVWDGRFXPHQWDU\
E\'LDQH6DZ\HUZDV¿OPHGLQ6RXWK'DNRWDRQWKH
3LQH5LGJH6LRX[5HVHUYDWLRQ7KHVWRU\KLJKOLJKWHG
XQEHOLHYDEO\ GLUH FRQGLWLRQV ZKLFK FXUUHQWO\ H[LVW
LQWKLV7ULEDOFRPPXQLW\7KH¿OPZDVUHSOHWHZLWK
H[DPSOHVRI3LQH5LGJHPHPEHUVVXIIHULQJWKURXJK
DWURFLWLHVVXFKDVDQSHUFHQWXQHPSOR\PHQWUDWH
DQDOFRKROLVPUDWHRISHUFHQWDSHUFHQWUDWHRI
GLDEHWHVDQGDQSHUFHQWGURSRXWUDWHRIFKLOGUHQ
EHIRUH FRPSOHWLQJ KLJK VFKRRO 7KH FRQGLWLRQV DUH
KHDUWEUHDNLQJ ,W LV XQIDWKRPDEOH WR FRPSUHKHQG
WKDWVXFK³WKLUGZRUOG´FRQGLWLRQVH[LVWKHUHLQWKH
86
 :H FUHDWHG 15) LQ UHVSRQVH WR WKH SURJUDP
DQG ZLWK WKH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKDW WKHVH W\SHV RI
FRQGLWLRQVDUHQRWOLPLWHGWRWKH3LQH5LGJH6LRX[
2XU ¿UVW LQLWLDWLYH LV WR RIIHU DLG DQG DVVLVWDQFH WR
WKH3LQH5LGJH6LRX[FRPPXQLW\LQ6RXWK'DNRWD
:HFRQWDFWHG$OLFH6ZHDWRIWKH%ULJKWRQ6HPLQROH
,QGLDQ 5HVHUYDWLRQ DV VKH DQG KHU VWDII KDYH
GLVWULEXWHG PXFKQHHGHG VXSSOLHV IRU WKH SDVW VL[
\HDUV WR WKH &KDGURQ FRPPXQLW\ +RZHYHU 0UV
6ZHDWZDVQRWDEOHWRUDLVHWKHIXQGVQHHGHGWRPDNH

WKH WULS WR 6RXWK
'DNRWDWKLV\HDU
:LWK WKH 3LQH
5LGJH VWRU\ DV LQ
VSLUDWLRQ15)LQLWL
DWHG D GULYH WR FRO
OHFW QRQSHULVKDEOH
JRRGV
FORWKLQJ
EODQNHWV WR\V HWF
2XU
IXQGUDLVLQJ
DFWLYLWLHV DUH PDGH
SRVVLEOH WKURXJK
YROXQWHHUV 15)
VWDII SULYDWH GRQD
WLRQVIURPLQGLYLGX
DOVDQGVXUURXQGLQJ
FRPPXQLWLHV DQG UDIÀHV 6ZHDW DQG KHU FUHZ WUDY
HOHGZLWKWKH15)WHDPWRGLVWULEXWHGRQDWHGLWHPV
2XUHQGHDYRUWRGHOLYHUWKH¿UVWORDGRIGRQDWHG
VXSSOLHV LQ D WLPHO\ PDQQHU KDV EHHQ KDVWHQHG E\
WKH IDVWDSSURDFKLQJ ZLQWHU VHDVRQ 2Q 'HF 
15)YROXQWHHUVGURYHDUHQWHGPRYLQJWUXFNIXOORI
QHFHVVLWLHVWR6RXWK'DNRWD:HDUHSULYLOHJHGDQG
H[FLWHGWRPDNHWKLVLQLWLDOFRQWULEXWLRQEXWZHDUH
PRVW FRQFHUQHG ZLWK RXU IXWXUH DELOLW\ WR SURYLGH
FRQVLVWHQWO\ QRW RQO\ WR 3LQH 5LGJH EXW WR RWKHU
VLPLODU 1DWLYH FRPPXQLWLHV DV ZHOO ,I \RX ZRXOG
OLNH WR YROXQWHHU RU PDNH D GRQDWLRQ YLD 3D\3DO 
FRQWDFWXVDWQDWLYHUHOLHIIRXQGDWLRQ#JPDLOFRP
7KDQN \RX DOO IRU \RXU VXSSRUW LQ PDNLQJ
WKLV D MR\RXV +ROLGD\ 6HDVRQ IRU VXFK GHVHUYLQJ
LQGLYLGXDOV«+DYH D ZRQGHUIXO DQG VDIH +ROLGD\
6HDVRQIRU\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\

Tribal Council and Board approve resolutions for the new year
Council passes 32 resolutions at regular session

Board holds special session
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — 7KH 7ULEDO %RDUG RI 'LUHFWRUV FRQYHQHG IRU
D VSHFLDO VHVVLRQ DW WKH +ROO\ZRRG7ULEDO +HDGTXDUWHUV DXGLWRULXP RQ
1RYDQGSDVVHGVL[UHVROXWLRQVRQWKHDJHQGDLQFOXGLQJ
5HVROXWLRQ$SSRLQWPHQWRIGHVLJQDWHGSODQDGPLQLVWUDWRUIRUWKH
6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGDDPHQGHGDQGUHVWDWHGVXSSOHPHQWDOH[HFXWLYH
UHWLUHPHQWSODQLQYHVWPHQWDGYLVRU\FRPPLWWHHPHPEHUVDPHQGPHQW
WR:HOOV)DUJRGRFXPHQWV
5HVROXWLRQ$PHQGPHQWDQGVXPPDU\RIPDWHULDOPRGL¿FDWLRQV
WR WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD DQG 6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD ,QF
HPSOR\HHKHDOWKSODQDQG)LUVW$PHQGPHQWWRWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
RI)ORULGDDQG6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD,QFSUHPLXPRQO\SODQ 3ODQ
1R
5HVROXWLRQ([HFXWLRQRI%XVLQHVV$VVRFLDWH$JUHHPHQWV
5HVROXWLRQ$GRSWLRQDQGDSSURYDORISUHVFULSWLRQGUXJEHQH¿W
FRQVXOWLQJDJUHHPHQWDPRQJWKH6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGDDQG6HPLQROH
7ULEHRI)ORULGD,QFDQG,QWHJUDWHG+HDOWK&RQFHSWV//&UDWL¿FDWLRQ

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — 7KH 7ULEDO &RXQFLO FRQYHQHG IRU D UHJXODU
PHHWLQJDWWKH+ROO\ZRRG7ULEDO+HDGTXDUWHUVDXGLWRULXPRQ1RY
DQGSDVVHGUHVROXWLRQVRQLWVUHJXODUDQGFRQVHQWDJHQGDLQFOXGLQJ
5HVROXWLRQ  (VWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH %ULJKWRQ 6HPLQROH ,QGLDQ
5HVHUYDWLRQ )ORULGD 3DQWKHU 3UHVHUYH  %ULJKWRQ 6HPLQROH ,QGLDQ
5HVHUYDWLRQ
5HVROXWLRQ  'LUHF79 ,QF 6HFRQG $PHQGPHQW WR WKH 
DJUHHPHQWIRU'%6
6DWHOOLWHH[KLELWLRQRISURJUDPPLQJ
5HVROXWLRQ  5HYLVLRQ WR 7ULEDO7UXDQF\ &RPPLWWHH SROLF\ DQG
SURFHGXUH
5HVROXWLRQ$SSURYDORI3XUSOH6N\3URSHUW\0DQDJHPHQW,QF
VHUYLFHDJUHHPHQWIRUKRXVLQJVHUYLFHV
5HVROXWLRQ  8QLWHG 6WDWHV (QYLURQPHQWDO 3URWHFWLRQ $JHQF\
JUDQW DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU IXQGLQJ RI WKH +ROO\ZRRG :DWHU ,QIUDVWUXFWXUH
3URMHFWUHYHUVHRVPRVLVPHPEUDQHVNLGSXUFKDVH
5HVROXWLRQ$SSRLQWPHQWRIRQHFRPPLVVLRQHUWRWKH6HPLQROH

Presents the highly anticipated

Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars.
See items from our extensive collection including weaponry
! ! !!" 
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:DWHU&RPPLVVLRQLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKH7ULEDO:DWHU&RGH
5HVROXWLRQ)LOPLQJSHUPLVVLRQOHWWHUJUDQWLQJ6WDWLRQ//&
SHUPLVVLRQWR¿OPDPXVLFYLGHRDW6HPLQROH,QGLDQ&DVLQR,PPRNDOHH
UDWL¿FDWLRQ
5HVROXWLRQ:DVWH0DQDJHPHQW,QFRI)ORULGDVHUYLFHDJUHHPHQW
IRU 6HPLQROH +DUG 5RFN +RWHO  &DVLQR ² +ROO\ZRRG 6HPLQROH
,QGLDQ&DVLQR±+ROO\ZRRG6HPLQROH3DUDGLVHDQG6HPLQROH*DPLQJ
$QQH[%XLOGLQJ
5HVROXWLRQ$SSURYDORIWKH7KLUGOHDVHPRGL¿FDWLRQDJUHHPHQW
E\DQGEHWZHHQ6HPLQROH3URSHUWLHV5HWDLO//&DQG&DFKH,QF
5HVROXWLRQ  2FFXSDQF\ DQG XVH RI ODQG E\ WKH )RUHVWU\ DQG
:LOGODQG3URJUDPIRUDQRI¿FHDQGZRUNFHQWHUIRUIRUHVWU\DQGZLOGODQG
PDQDJHPHQWSXUSRVHV±%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROH,QGLDQ5HVHUYDWLRQ
5HVROXWLRQ6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD¿OPLQJSHUPLVVLRQOHWWHU
JUDQWLQJ6HYHQWK
$UW 5HOHDVLQJ SHUPLVVLRQ WR ¿OP D KLVWRU\ RI WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH
RI )ORULGD UHODWLQJ WR &KDLUPDQ -DPHV ( %LOOLH RQ 6HPLQROH ,QGLDQ
5HVHUYDWLRQV
5HVROXWLRQ  (YDQV 2LO &RPSDQ\ //& IXHO SXUFKDVLQJ PDVWHU
VHUYLFHDJUHHPHQW
5HVROXWLRQ%XGJHWDSSURYDO±)<

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Native American Travel relocates, hosts open house

Chris C. Jenkins

Native American Travel staff members gather outside their new facility during the open house on Nov. 16. The new location, 5385-B Stirling Road, is just minutes from Hollywood Tribal Headquarters. Its hours of operation are Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and after-hours phone service is available. For more information, call 954-967-3614.

)ARTIST From page 3C
)EPIDEMIC
From page 3C

against Native women.
There are other simple but important
gestures that the Indian Law Resource
Center suggests doing:
 &DOO RU ZULWH \RXU VHQDWRUV DQG
representatives and ask them to reauthorize
the Violence Against Women Act.
 6HQG D OHWWHU WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO KXPDQ
rights bodies to investigate, report and
FRPPHQWRQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶DFWLRQVDQG
ZKHWKHUWKH\PHHWLQWHUQDWLRQDOREOLJDWLRQV
 'RQDWH WR WKH 6DIH :RPHQ 6WURQJ
Nation project, so the women spearheading
WKHLQLWLDWLYHFDQFRQWLQXHWR¿JKWIRUMXVWLFH
“This issue needs to be recognized,”
Buster said. “It takes the people.”
)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ YLVLW ZZZ
indianlaw.org or contact Jana Walker at
jwalker@indianlaw.org or 406-449-2006
ext. 106.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Using casts to make a mold of her body, Jessica Osceola plans to make a life-sized
self-sculpture.

Jessica Osceola, left, is a member of a diverse group of emerging artists called the San Carlos
Collective.

Your goals deserve our attention

Are you thinking of buying, renovating or building a home within your reservation’s
boundaries? We may be able to help you make it happen. With exclusive features,
built-in ﬂexibility, plus the personal attention of a caring home mortgage consultant,
you can soon be enjoying the beneﬁts of home ownership.

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today.
Eric Sprenkle
Native American Lending
Office: 605-575-8733
Toll Free: 800-898-3246 ext. 2
Fax: 866-880-7943
eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com
www.ericsprenkle.com
NMLSR ID 402092

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
NMLSR ID 399801. AS615381 7/11-10/11
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BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 2
Happy belated birthday to Ms. Zoey S. Osceola Puente.
+H\3ULQFHVV,ZDQW\RXWRNQRZWKDW\RXDUHDQGZLOODOZD\VEHP\
EDE\HYHUVLQFHWKH¿UVWGD\\RXZHUHERUQ,ORYH\RXVRPXFKDQG,¶P
VRUU\,KDYHQ¶WEHHQDSDUWRI\RXUOLIHLQDZKLOHEXW,KDGWRJHWP\OLIH
WRJHWKHU 'RQ¶W ZRUU\ RQH GD\ 3ULQFHVV ZH ZLOO PHHW XS DJDLQ DQG LW¶OO
EHOLNH,QHYHUOHIW3OHDVHGRQ¶WIRUJHWPHDQGDOOWKHJRRGWLPHVZHKDG
WRJHWKHURND\,PLVVDOORI\RXJX\VVRPXFK\RXDUHVWLOODQGZLOODOZD\V
EHP\IDPLO\7DNHFDUHRI\RXUPRPDQG\RXUEURWKHUVDQGVLVWHUV,ORYH
\RX=2=2
Love, Aunt Lee
)226+(OLIH
Nov. 12
Happy belated birthday to Ms. Maggie M. Osceola.
+H\0DH,KDGWRVHQG\RXDELUWKGD\ZLVK«,KDYHEHHQPLVVLQJ\RX
JX\VDQG,ZDQW\RXWRNQRZWKDW,ORYH\RXDQGWKDW,¶PVRUU\LI,HYHU
KXUW\RX,ZDVJRLQJWKURXJKVRPXFKDZKLOHEDFNDQG,NQRZDOO\RX
ZHUHWU\LQJWRGRZDVEHWKHUHIRUPH,QHYHUPHDQWWRKXUW\RXRUDQ\RQH
,FDQ¶WWDNHEDFNDOOWKDWFUD]\VWXII%XW,FDQVD\WKDWWRGD\,¶POLYLQJ
VRPXFKEHWWHUDQGRQHGD\,ZRXOGORYHWRPDNHWKLQJVULJKWEHWZHHQXV
EHFDXVHZHXVHGWREHVRFORVHDQG,PLVVWKRVHGD\V:HOOHQRXJKRIDOO
WKDW,ORYH\RXDQGKRSH\RXKDGDJRRGELUWKGD\7LOOQH[WWLPH«
Love, Carolee J. Anderson (Lee)
)226+(/,)(

'HF
Happy birthday to Joel R. Osceola.
+H\/,/¶0$1,JXHVV\RXQRWVROLO¶QRPRUHKXK",KDGWRVHQG
\RXDELUWKGD\ZLVKEHFDXVH,IHHOOLNH,PLVVHGVRPXFKLQ\RXUOLIH
WKHVHSDVWFRXSOH\HDUV,NQRZ\RXDUHGRLQJZHOOLQVFKRRODQGWDNLQJ
FDUH RI \RXU PRP DQG \RXU EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV , KRSH \RX DOZD\V
UHPHPEHUWKHJRRGWLPHVWKDWZHKDGWRJHWKHUDQGDOZD\VNQRZ,ZLOO
DOZD\VORYHDOORI\RX6WD\IRFXVHGDQGQHYHUORVHVLJKWRI\RXUJRDOV
DQGVWD\IDUDZD\IURPGUXJVWKH\UXLQOLYHVDQGNLOO,NQRZ\RXZLOO
GRJUHDWWKLQJVDQGEHDZRQGHUIXO\RXQJPDQ,ORYH\RX/,/¶0$1«
/29($XQW/HH
)226+(OLIH
'HF
Happy 4th birthday to our daughter Jetta Brantley Osceola.
0D\*RGEOHVV\RXLQHYHU\WKLQJ\RXGR:HORYH\RXVRPXFK
/RYH0RP'DGDQG&OD\VRQ

'HF
Happy birthday to Ms. Terrijo D. Nelson.
:RZ«0RP,FDQ¶WEHOLHYH\RXJHWWLQJROG/2/-XVWNLGGLQJ7KHUH
DUHVRPDQ\WKLQJV,ZDQWWRWHOO\RXEXWQRWHQRXJKSDSHUWRZULWHLWRQ
7KHPRVWLPSRUWDQWWKLQJLVWKDW,ORYH\RXGHDUO\<RXDUHP\LQVSLUDWLRQ
DQG\RXNHHSPHIRFXVHGRQZKDW¶VLPSRUWDQWWRPHLQP\OLIH,NQRZ\RX
DUHJRLQJWKURXJKDORWRIWKLQJVLQ\RXUOLIHDQG,ZLVK,FRXOGFKDQJHLWDOO
IRU\RXDQGWDNHDOO\RXUSDLQDZD\EHFDXVHORUGNQRZVLWKXUWVP\KHDUW
WRVHH\RXXQKDSS\<RXPHDQVRPXFKWRPHDQGDOZD\VKDYHDQG,NQRZ
\RXDOZD\VZLOO7KLQJVPD\QRWKDYHDOZD\VEHHQJRRGWRXVRUEHWZHHQ
XVEXW\RXDUHP\21/<PRWKHUDQG,¶P\RXUGDXJKWHU,¶PDSDUWRI\RX
DQGP\GDGG\ /DWH 5LFN\5D\%D[OH\$QGWKDW,¶PVRSURXGRI$IWHU,
ORVWP\GDG,WKRXJKWLWZDVWKHHQGRIWKHZRUOG,OLYHGP\OLIHZLWKRXW
DFDUHLQWKHZRUOG,JDYHXSRQHYHU\WKLQJP\VHOIP\VRQDQGHYHQWKH
/RUG%XWWKURXJKDOOWKDW\RXFRQWLQXHGWRORYHPHDQGQHYHUJDYHXSRQ
PH,ZLOOQHYHUIRUJHWWKDWZKHQLWFRXQWHGWKHPRVWWKHUH\RXZHUHWDNLQJ
FDUHRI5LFNIRUPHDQGHYHQWKRXJKLWKXUW\RXWRVHHPHJRLQJWKURXJKDOO
WKDWFUD]\PHVV\RXVWLOOKHOGPHZKHQ,QHHGHGLWDQGWKDW¶VDUHDOPRWKHU
7KDQN\RXIRUEHLQJWKH%HVWPRWKHUWKDW\RXFRXOGWRPHDQGIRUDOZD\V
ORYLQJPHDQGEHOLHYLQJLQPH«08$+
/29(&DUROHH$QGHUVRQ
)226+(OLIH

'HF
Happy birthday to Leilani Jean Gopher.
,W¶V KDUG WR EHOLHYH LW¶V QXPEHU  DOUHDG\ &KULVWPDV LV D WLPH RI
JLYLQJDQG\HDUVWRWKLVGD\*RGJDYHWKLVPDQDOLIHWLPHRIEHDXW\

/RYH$OZD\V

'DG
³+HDYHQO\&KLOG´
$V,KHOG\RXIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHWKLVKHDUWRQFHDJDLQIRXQGWKHVWUHQJWK
to believe
/LVWHQ DV P\ SHQ MRXUQH\V WR  DQG RQ WKDW &KULVWPDV GD\ WKH
JUHDWHVWRIJLIWV,UHFHLYHG
&ORVLQJP\H\HVDORYHO\IDFHZLWKEHDXWLIXOEODFNKDLU,FOHDUO\VHH
1HYHUKDYH,EHHQDVEOHVVHGWKDQDWWKDWPRPHQWZKHQLWZDVMXVW\RX
mom and me
<RXGLGQ¶WFU\PXFKMXVWDELWKHUHDQGDELWWKHUH
, UHPHPEHU ORRNLQJ XSRQ WKH WZR RI \RX DQG WKLQNLQJ ³*RG KDV
decided to share”
6LQFHWKDWGD\RXUORYHKDVWUDYHOHGERWKQHDUDQGIDU
,WZLOODOZD\VH[LVWLQWKHPHPRULHVRI,WV\%LWV\6SLGHUDQG7ZLQNOH
7ZLQNOH/LWWOH6WDU
1RJLUORWKHUWKDQ\RXZLOOP\KHDUWHYHUDGRUH
+RZ FDQ LW":KHQ HDFK WLPH , VD\ ³/HL/HL , ORYH \RX´ \RX VD\
³'DG,ORYH\RXPRUH´
1RWKLQJLQOLIHZLOO,HYHUKROGDVGHDU
<RX.D\OHHDQG/HVZLOODOZD\VEHP\KDSSLQHVVDQGFKHHU
7KDW&KULVWPDVRXUMRXUQH\EHJDQLQVXFKDXQLTXHVW\OH
/HLODQL\RXDUHWKHJUHDWHVWRIJLIWV«\RXDUHP\KHDYHQO\FKLOG

±/HVOLH-*RSKHU

CHRISTMAS
0HUU\&KULVWPDV.D\OHH/HLODQLDQG/HV

$QRWKHU \HDU FRPHV WR D FORVH DV WKH JLIWV ¿QG WKHLU ZD\ WR
&KULVWPDVWUHHVDOORYHU7KHWKUHHRI\RXZLOODOZD\VEHWKHPRVWSUHFLRXV
JLIWV,¶YHEHHQEOHVVHGZLWK(DFKGD\,¶PUHPLQGHGKRZPXFKORYHDQG
MR\,KDYHLQOLIHWKURXJKHDFKRI\RX7UXO\,DPEHFDXVHWKHWKUHHRI\RX
are.
,QWLPHZH¶OOEHWRJHWKHUDJDLQSK\VLFDOO\:H¶YHFRPHDZD\VDQG
EHIRUHORQJZH¶OOKDYHNQRFNHGWKHVHZDOOVGRZQ:LWKRXWHDFKRI\RXLW
ZRXOGQ¶WEHSRVVLEOHIRUPHWRFUHDWHFKDQJH,W¶VDZRUNLQSURJUHVVEXW
,¶YHWDNHQVWHSVIURPEHLQJDER\WREHFRPLQJDPDQ
6DQWDKDVWKHDGGUHVV0D\WKHSUHVHQWVEHSOHQWLIXOZKHUHWKH\PDWWHU
PRVW«ZLWKLQ\RXUKHDUWV

+DYHDPHUU\&KULVWPDVDQGDKDSS\1HZ<HDU
Love,

'DG

POEMS
“Earth (Corn Dance)”

“Sunshine”

We are here together even under the weather.
The sun shines upon us all, at corn dance I will stand tall.
6WUHQJWKLVDOOWKHUHZLOOEH
7KHROGZD\LVDOO,ZLOOVHH
,QGLDQLVZKDW,DP3HDFHDQGNLQGQHVVLVZKDW,ZDQWWRXQGHUVWDQG
6RWKHVWRPSGDQFHZLOOWHDFKPHWKHZD\
I will listen and learn.
6RSHDFHDQGNLQGNLQGQHVVZLOOEHDSDUWRIPHHYHU\ZKHUH,WXUQ
7KHROGZD\LVZKDW,ZLOONQRZEHFDXVHFRUQGDQFHWROGPHVR««
5HPHPEHUWKLVEHIRUH,JRXQFRQTXHUHGLVZKDW,NQRZ

±*DWRU'RFWRU

5D\VRIEHDXW\EULJKWHQHYHQWKHGDUNHVWRIGD\V
:LWKLQWKHLUIUROLF,¶YHOHDUQHGWRRYHUFRPHP\IUD\V
2QDFRROVSULQJDIWHUQRRQWKH\FDQEHVHHQKLJKDERYHWKHVN\
$QGGXULQJDIUHH]LQJZLQWHUQLJKWWKH\UHPDLQWKHWZLQNOHRIP\H\H
7KH\EHOLWWOHDQ\VWUXJJOHZLWKWKHZRUGV³'DGZHORYH\RXVR
much”
2QO\WKURXJKWKHPKDYH,EHHQDOORZHGWRHVFDSHOLIH¶VFROGWRXFK
.D\OHH\RXZLOODOZD\VEHWKHVWUHQJWKWRKHOSPHFDUU\RQ
3ULQFHVV\RXDUHE\IDUWKH¿UVWIRUWXQHP\KHDUWKDVWUXO\HYHU
known
,WEHJDQZLWK\RXPRPDQGPHWKHQDORQJRXUSULQFHVVFDPH
/HVQHYHUIRUJHWWKDWEHFDXVHRIWKHPZHZLOOIRUHYHUVKDUHPRUH
than a name
/HLODQLRXU\RXQJHVWKHLUDIXWXUHTXHHQLQGHHG
<RXDUHDOOWKHWUHDVXUH,FRXOGZDQWQHYHUDJDLQLQOLIHZLOO,HYHU
need
<YRQQHWKLQJVKDYHFKDQJHGEXWWRQRWLQFOXGH\RXLQWKLVVWDQ]D,
would not dare
)RULWZDV\RXZKRKHOSHGJXLGHPHWRWKHURDGWKDWKDVWDXJKWPHWR
care
(DFKRI\RXDUHWUXO\VSHFLDOEHDXWLIXODQGFHUWDLQO\RQHRIDNLQG
³+RPH7HDP´ZLOODOZD\VEHP\OLJKW«,WZLOOIRUHYHUEHP\
sunshine
±/HVOLH-*RSKHU

“My Strength”
I look to the east and I see the sun rise,
,WVKLQHVDOOGD\ORQJ«
6R,UHPHPEHUHGZKDWWKHDQJHOVVD\
7KH\VD\WRVWDQGVWURQJDQGDOZD\VORRNXS
,DP,H[LVW,WWRRNPHDZKLOHWRXQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKHUHLVDEHWWHUZD\
WROLYH«
6RLQP\OLIH,NQRZKRZLWLV
3HDFHDQGJUDFHEHXQWRXVDOOIRUWKHXQFRQTXHUHGZLOODOZD\VVWDQG
tall.
,QWKHFKDLQJDQJLVZKHUH,VLWRQO\WKHVWURQJVXUYLYH
6R,ORRNWRWKHHDVWDQGVHHP\SHDFH«
%XWWKHVWUHHWV,ZLOOVHHDJDLQDOOWKDQNVEHWRWKH$OPLJKW\IRUHYHU
more, I promise to never ever see another locked door.
(YHQ WKRXJK , DP LQ SULVRQ , KDYH D IXWXUH DQRWKHU FKDQFH DW OLIH
ZLWKRXWDOOWKHVWULIH

±*DWRU

0\0LQGLVD³%DWWOH¿HOG´

,W¶V D ³%DWWOH¿HOG´ RI RXU PLQGV RYHU ³'UXJV´ DQG ³DOFRKRO´ 7KH
WLPH KDV FRPH IRU XV WR DZDNHQ IURP RXU ORQJ VOHHS DQG VHDUFK DJDLQ
IRUWKHWHDFKLQJVRIRXU³FUHDWRU´WKURXJKZKLFK,¿QGKHDOLQJZLVGRP
DQG 3RZHU 1RW SRZHU RYHU RWKHU EXW SRZHU RYHU RXU JUHDWHVW HQHP\
³RXUVHOYHV´$VIRUP\VHOIEHLQJ³6HPLQROH´,¶PVHHNLQJKHDOLQJDWWKLV
WLPH±,QHHGHGWRVWRSLQÀLFWLQJSDLQRQP\VHOIDQGP\IDPLO\,¶YHEHHQ
QHHGLQJWR¿OOWKHVSLULWXDOHPSWLQHVV
7UXHKHDOLQJIRUPHWRDVNIRUWKH³FUHDWRU¶V´KHOS,PXVWFU\WHDUVRI
VRUURZWRFRQIURQWP\VKDPHWRIRUJLYHWKHXQIRUJLYHDEOHDQGWRUHWXUQ
WR WKH YDOXHV RI RXU ³DQFHVWRUV´ ± /RYH &RXUDJH -XVWLFH *HQHURVLW\
5HVSHFW+XPLOLW\*UDWLWXGHDQG$FFHSWDQFHRIWKRVHZKRDUHGLIIHUHQW
0HEHLQJLQWKHSURJUDPKDVRSHQGRRUVHVSHFLDOO\WKH³7UDXPDV´
LW¶V WDNHQ PH WR KDYH WKH ZLOOLQJQHVV RSHQPLQGHGQHVV DQG KRQHVW\ WR
GHDOZLWKP\SURJUDP
, KRSH DQG SUD\ WKDW , FDQ UHDFK RXW WR P\ SHRSOH WKDW DUH VWLOO RXW
WKHUHOHW¶VGRQ¶WRXUOLIHE\RXURZQKDQGVLWLVDPDMRU%DWWOH¿HOGRIRXU
minds.
0D\*RG%OHVV8V$OO
,ORYHWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
MVTO,
Martha Tommie

“Remember”

5HPHPEHUDODXJK«5HPHPEHUDVPLOH
+ROGFORVHWKHWKLQJVLQOLIHWKDWDUHWUXO\ZRUWKZKLOH
5HPHPEHUDWRXFK«5HPHPEHUDNLVV
)RUWKHUHLVPXFKLQOLIHWKDWSURYLGHVWKHKHDUWLWVMR\DQGEOLVV
5HPHPEHUWRORYH«5HPHPEHUWRVKDUH
%HFDXVHLQOLIHWKRVHWUHDVXUHVDUHWKHPRVWUDUH
5HPHPEHU\RXDUHVSHFLDO«5HPHPEHUHDFKGD\EHJLQVZLWK\RX
'RQRWGRXEWQRUIRUJHW\RX¶UHWKHRQHZKRPDNHVGUHDPVFRPHWUXH

±/HVOLH-*RSKHU

³2QO\DIRROIRUJHWV´
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Seminole Gaming: clean since 1979
t James E. Billie

W

Rock Gaming facilities are audited
by Deloitte, the world’s leading
FDVLQRDXGLWLQJ¿UP
In all these years the Seminole
Tribe has conducted Gaming, since
1979, no audit has ever found any
fraud, theft, embezzlement or large
variances of any kind.
We have absolutely no idea
where Attorney General Bondi’s information is coming
from. If this charge is true, then this criminal action was
missed by the FBI, the BIA, the IRS, the NIGC and
the State of Florida, as well as our own professional
security. If Bondi’s statement is factual, then why didn’t
she alert us? Why, we went to dinner with Gov. Rick
Scott, very recently, right in his own house, and he
never mentioned anything, not a word, about any such
money laundering charge.
It is disturbing to us for such a serious charge to
come out of nowhere through the mouths of such highranking leadership as the Cabinet of the State of Florida
without any regard to the high potential for damaging the
Tribe’s reputation and the reputation of its businesses.
The Seminole Tribe prides itself on running a clean
operation and paying our bills on time. We remain
extremely sensitive to our relationship with the State
of Florida and adhere exactly to our responsibilities as
detailed in our gaming compact with the state.
Even in these highly charged political times, we
expect the state to treat us with the same respect.
Sho-naa-bish.

e are more than a little surprised at a
recent news story about Florida Attorney
General Pam Bondi and her comments
regarding “money laundering” at the Seminole Tribe’s
Hard Rock Casino in Tampa.
In an article published around the world by the
Associated Press (AP), Dec. 11, Bondi voiced her
opposition to the “destination resort” casino bills now
before the state legislature by tying gaming to criminal
activity. The article said Attorney General Bondi
³FRQWHQGHG WKDW UHFHQW GUXJ WUDI¿FNLQJ FRQYLFWLRQV LQ
Hillsborough County showed that drug money wound
up being routed through the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel
and Casino in Tampa.”
I am very disappointed to hear one of our top
Florida government leaders come forward with such
a statement that is so damaging to the reputation of
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. I am disappointed the
AP would publish this statement without checking
its accuracy or even contacting us for our comments.
Unfortunately, because of the fact it came from the
Attorney General and was published by AP, untold
numbers of persons who see this will believe it is true.
As long as I have been Chairman, since way back
LQ  DQG GXULQJ WKH \HDUV , ZDV RXW RI RI¿FH ,
have never seen any information, whatsoever, come
across my desk about money laundering involving any
LQGLYLGXDOVLQFOXGLQJRXWVLGHGUXJWUDI¿FNHUVRUHYHQ
RXURZQVWDII$WWKH¿UVWLQNOLQJRIVXFKDFWLYLW\ZH
would have immediately reported it and took strong
James E. Billie is Chairman of the Seminole Tribe
measures to expose and stop this crime.
With all due respect, Attorney General Bondi must of Florida and Publisher of the Seminole Tribune.
know that everything the Seminole Tribe does regarding
gaming is watched with intensity. By our very nature
as sovereign American Indian gaming operators, all of
Seminole Gaming, from our small hometown operation
in Brighton to our tall Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos in
CORRECTION: It’s tu-lee,
Tampa and Hollywood, is scrutinized by more eyes at
not pulley. In last month’s editorial,
Chairman James E. Billie described
more agencies than any other gaming enterprise in the
a traditional Seminole ritual often
state.
used prior to eating a turkey.
I’m talking about the U.S. Department of the
In transcribing the Chairman’s
Interior-Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Federal
dictation,
however,
Seminole
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Internal Revenue
Tribune writer Peter B. Gallagher
misunderstood the word “tu-lee,”
Service (IRS), the National Indian Gaming Commission
Tu-lee
a Mikasuki word for the red bay
(NIGC) and, yes, State of Florida auditors, themselves!
(a
common
All members of our staff who handle money receive
tree
found
SHULRGLF FRPSUHKHQVLYH WUDLQLQJ ZKHQ WKH\ ¿UVW VWDUW in Florida forests and swamps).
and every six months after that to make sure our facilities
Gallagher thought the Chairman
are not used for illegal activities. All gaming staff is
had said “pulley,” which is the bone
in a turkey often referred to as the
made familiar with the Financial Crimes Enforcement
wishbone. The line should have
Network (FinCEN) and taught regarding compliance
read: “Remember to put a leaf of tuwith the Bank Secrecy Act (BSA). We participate in
lee on the scalpkeeper before you eat
several regular, mandated audits, including independent
it.” We regret any confusion caused
Pulley
¿QDQFLDO DXGLWV FRQGXFWHG E\ WKH 1,*& DQG 6WDWH RI by this error.
Florida, as well as our own in-house audits. Our Hard

It’s tu-lee, not pulley

‘Touch, kick and feel’ those issues
t Tony Sanchez Jr.

R

“When E. F. Hutton
speaks,” the commercials
said, “people listen.” I
equate the Seminole
7ULEH ZLWK RO¶ () <RX
can feel it. Everyone’s
wondering,
“What’s
Seminole Tribe gonna
do? What’s Seminole’s
position on that?”
I like to remind people: “We are fortunate;
we are humble; by the grace of God we enjoy
our current success. But we can’t afford to
slow down, stop working, diversifying and
protecting what we have.”
Recent events bear this out. Who would
have ever thought that just about every state
out there would be entertaining ideas of passing
gaming bills hoping it will make up their
EXGJHWGH¿FLWV"6RPHORRNDWWKHVXFFHVVRID
KDQGIXORI7ULEHVDFURVVWKHQDWLRQDQG¿JXUH
it is a good deal to hang their hat on a jackpot
by partnering with their respective Tribes.
Remember, the more successful the Tribe is, the
PRUHPRQH\ÀRZVLQWRWKHVWDWH
But what happens when you dilute the
market? Take the Northeast Region. At one time
it was just Foxwoods. Now you have Mohegan
and a number of others open throughout
1HZ <RUN 7KHQ KHUH FRPHV 0DVVDFKXVHWWV
Pennsylvania coming on board. Better be
FDUHIXO <HV FDVLQRV FDQ EH VXFFHVVIXO EXW
everyone needs to be cognizant of the strengths
and weaknesses of their current markets.
Just because you build one, doesn’t mean
they will come.
With all the current discussion about the
scope of gaming expansion in Florida, you
can be sure this administration will be very
noticeable in making sure our presence is
felt . Our voice will be heard loud and clear.
I want every Tribal citizen to take comfort in
knowing that their Tribal administration is
taking a hands-on approach. We not only had
dinner recently with the Governor, but we have
also had dinner with the current and incoming
House Speaker, as well as the Senate Majority
Leader. We will continue to seek out and meet
with top government leaders.
Government to government.
There has always been a close relationship
between the Seminole Tribe and the State
of Florida . . . and not just gaming. Ours is a
relationship of culture and history stretching
back many, many generations. We want that
to continue. We are family, the State and the
Seminoles.
It’s just that now we are being asked to let
someone we don’t even know into our family.
We sure don’t need to let any unknowns into
our family – especially those who do not share
our same values and goals.
Sho-naa-bish.

ecently, I was in Washington, D.C.
for the Tribal Leaders Summit at
the White House. I heard President
Barack Obama make a personal commitment
to meet with Tribal leaders, directly, to better
understand their issues. He went so far as
to decree that any federal agency that deals
with Indians – the BIA, the NIGC and any
of a hundred other agencies – must consult
personally with impacted Tribes before any
regulations or other critical decisions are made
and implemented.
I applaud the White House for this
initiative. It means a lot. Why, over a three-day
period, there were more than 500 Tribal leaders
gathered in our Nation’s Capitol, many with
similar needs and just as many with unique
needs. In such a large setting it is easy for any
one Tribe to wonder if their individual concerns
were actually heard and understood . . . or did
their issue fall on deaf ears?
I could not help but think that Indian
Country now has a golden opportunity to
be heard. Obama is on the record about his
commitment to make sure our treaties are
upheld. Since this was the third meeting
between Obama and Tribal leaders, the general
consensus was “Hey, it’s been great to talk. But
now is time for action!”
I think the people Obama has appointed
to serve in government agencies rarely have
time to visit with those they have been assigned
to communicate with. It’s all done from the
FRQ¿QHV RI RI¿FHV 7KURXJK UHSRUWV <RX
UHDOO\ FDQ¶W WHOO E\ MXVW UHDGLQJ UHSRUWV <RX
have to go out there and touch, kick and feel
the issue. Obama knows that to strengthen our
“government-to-government”
relationship,
he needs to personally sit down with Tribal
leaders.
I have always wondered what level of
LQYROYHPHQWDQGLQÀXHQFHWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
enjoyed regarding federal and state issues
involving American Indians. I knew we had
lobbyists and a level of faith in their abilities.
But I felt a need to be physically present in
the same place where all the politicians and
OREE\LVWVDUHJHWWLQJWKHLULQIRUPDWLRQ¿UVWKDQG
A physical presence is powerful. No one else
can deliver the message with the emotion and
intensity it deserves!
The Seminole Tribe of Florida is viewed
with a very bright light in these arenas – not
just by the politicians, but by Tribes across the
nation. They know us through our proactive
involvements in landmark court decisions
and legislative bills that have changed Indian
Country. The path we took with big stakes
bingo and other issues laid foundations for
everyone else and put us in the spotlight. What
the Seminoles think means a lot to tribes across
the nation. Tribes everywhere acknowledge
Tony Sanchez Jr. is President of the
that fact and are very respectful of who we are. Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc.
Those familiar with the old E.F. Hutton
commercials will know what I am taking about.

NATIONAL NATIVE NEWS
$15
million
for
Native
American transit options
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
announced that $15 million has been set aside to
help American Indian and Alaska Native tribal
governments invest in public transit to help improve
access to employment centers and to promote
economic development on Tribal lands.
“With unemployment among American
Indians at an unacceptably high rate, reliable public
transportation offers a vital link to jobs, training
centers and other essential services,” Secretary
LaHood said. “The Obama Administration is
committed to working with leaders in Indian
Country to improve transportation connections while
boosting economic conditions and creating jobs in
Tribal communities.”
The money, awarded through the Federal Transit
Administration’s (FTA) Tribal Transit Program, will
provide grants to tribes in 25 states for 67 separate
projects. Only three were awarded to Tribes in the
Southeast: Catawba Nation (SC) was awarded
$55,000 as operating assistance for their existing
paratransit program and assistance with building a
transportation facility; Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians was awarded $190,000 to pay salaries of
drivers on night routes, and for vehicle replacement
on the Qualla Boundary portion of the Cherokee
Indian Reservation in Western North Carolina;
and Mississippi Band of Choctaws were awarded
$41,910 to enhance an existing transit system
with intelligent transportation system equipment,
including GPS units and
computer equipment.
“For people who live
in rural communities and
on tribal lands, access to
reliable, affordable public
transit is a lifeline,” said
FTA administrator Peter
Rogoff. “We’re committed to
ensuring that every American

Indian or Alaskan native who needs a ride to earn
a paycheck, attend school, see the doctor or buy
groceries has that opportunity.”
–U.S. Department of Transportation

WKLV\HDURULJLQDOO\¿OHGWKHODZVXLW:DUGVDLGWKH
Thorpe brothers are trying to honor their father’s
request to be buried in the old Sac and Fox Nation in
present-day east-central Oklahoma. Jim Thorpe was
a member of the Tribe, which also is a party in the
lawsuit.
–Wilkes Barre Times Leader

American Medical Colleges (AAMC) show that in
2004 and 2005, 465 American Indian and Alaskan
Natives applied for medical school in each of those
two years. By 2011, this number dwindled to 379.
Furthermore, the numbers of American Indian and
$ODVNDQ1DWLYHVZKRDUH¿UVW\HDUPHGLFDOVWXGHQWV
Lawsuit to reclaim Jim Thorpe’s
LV HYHQ VPDOOHU ,Q  WKHUH ZHUH  ¿UVW\HDU
remains proceeds
Native medical students. By 2011, there were 157.
“A lot of Indian students don’t think about going
Marine
mammal
peddling
A federal judge in Pennsylvania is allowing a
into medicine as a career,” says Dr. Donna Galbreath
ODZVXLW¿OHGE\WZRRI-LP7KRUSH¶VFKLOGUHQDQGD
ring sentenced
(Athna Athabaskan) and president of the Association
Native American tribe over
of American Indian Physicians (AAIP). “That is
his remains to go forward.
Three members of a marine mammal peddling something that the AAIP has been working on for
U.S.
District
Judge
ring were sentenced in U.S. District Court in a number of years -- trying to expose more students
Richard Caputo ruled that
Anchorage. They were convicted of violating the to medical careers. If you don’t think about it or if
William and Richard Thorpe’s
Lacey Act for illegally buying or trading for animal it’s really foreign, it’s not something you’re going to
claim could continue under
parts in Savoonga.
want to do.”
the Native American Graves
The Glenallen residents transported
Galbreath said Native students need to be
Protection and Repatriation
approximately 230 pounds of walrus tusks valued exposed at a younger age to the “STEM” courses of
Act, which has been applied
at about $22,000 and two polar bear hides for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.
to remains held by museums.
7KH86$WWRUQH\¶VRI¿FHVD\VLQDUHOHDVH
– Indian Country Today
Thorpe was born near
Jesse LeBoeuf got nine years in prison and Loretta
Prague in 1888 of Pottawatomi,
Sternbach received 3 and a half years. Both were also
6DFDQG)R[DQGZKLWHDQFHVWU\+H¿UVWDFKLHYHG convicted of weapons charges. Richard Weshenfelder Berkeley honors Geronimo, lets
fame as a multisport and ballroom dancing star at the of Anchorage got three years’ probation for violating
Obama off the hook
Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania. Thorpe won the Lacey Act.
the 1912 Olympic pentathlon and decathlon gold
Federal law allows Indian, Aleut or Eskimos
Berkeley,
Calif.
medals and the designation of “World’s Greatest who reside in coastal Alaska to hunt and kill walrus FLW\ RI¿FLDOV DGRSWHG
Athlete.” His Olympic medals were taken away in and polar bears for subsistence purposes but they a resolution this week
1913 after it was revealed that he had played minor can’t sell animal parts to non-Natives.
honoring the Chiricahua
league baseball. Thorpe later played professional
–The Associated Press Apache leader Goyathlay
football and baseball, but by the 1930s was bouncing
or Goyaale, also known
from job to job. He took roles as an Indian in B-list
Geronimo,
but
As Native populations grow, as
+ROO\ZRRG PRYLHV DQG WKHQ VWUXJJOHG ¿QDQFLDOO\
decided against asking
number of Native doctors shrinks President Obama to
before he died in 1953 in California at age 64.
In a bizarre deal to draw tourists, the merging
apologize for using his
The American Indian/Alaska Native population name in the May mission
towns of Mauch Chunk and East Mauch Chunk, Pa.,
brokered a deal with Thorpe’s third wife, Patricia, H[FHHGV¿YHPLOOLRQDQGKDVLQFUHDVHGE\SHUFHQW to kill Osama bin Laden. Instead, the city council
which renamed the community Jim Thorpe in 1954 since the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Report. Despite asked the President to retroactively change the code
this positive population growth, there is an alarming name of the operation from “Operation Geronimo”
and brought his remains to the town.
It is that agreement that William and Richard inverse to this equation: the number of Native people to ”Operation bin Laden” and pledge not to use
Thorpe, sons of Jim Thorpe’s second wife, Freeda applying to medical school and earning medical Native American names in future military actions.
Thorpe, are seeking to overturn. William and degrees is shrinking.
–Berkeleyside.com
Statistics released by the Association of
Richard’s brother, Jack Thorpe, who died earlier
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Some holiday memories
t Moses Jumper Jr.

T

his time of the year has
always been a great time of
year for me. It brings to mind
many memories from which I will share
a few. As a youngster growing up on
the Dania Reservation (that’s what they
called the Hollywood Reservation back
then), I remember watching the trucks
from various organizations around the
state bringing used bikes to distribute
among us Indian kids. They would line
those used bikes up in the old rec hall
that we had on the Rez. If you were
late when they gave the bikes out, you
usually got a real junker. Of course
those kinds of bikes brought out your
mechanical skills. It seems we were
DOZD\V ¿[LQJ ELNHV 9HU\ UDUHO\ GLG
someone have enough money to buy a
new bike.
There was an organization back then
known as The Friends of the Seminoles.
They were prominent in Broward
County. They would set up toy drives
and food drives to distribute among our
people. Most of the toys were used but
they were new to us. Two of the women
I remember very well were Mrs.
Shelton and Mrs. Abby. They come to
mind because I would travel with my
mother to their homes in a very wellto-do section of Fort Lauderdale. Their
homes were beautiful and always very
well decorated, and they always had
pretty candy canes and an assortment of
sweets in beautiful glass bowls.
This time of year always brought
the snow birds down from up North.
It seemed the tourists were always
down at the same time. The robins
were frolicking through the woods. A
large part of our income was made off
the tourists who travelled through the
inter-coastal waterways on sightseeing
boats. All these tour boats always had a
stop where they would get out and visit
a replica of a Seminole Village. These
villages always had a few chickees, a
snack bar and a gator pit. It seems these
places always had totem poles standing
around. I guess it always gave the
impression of an exotic tropical village.
We would travel and try to make as
many of these village stops as we could.
Sometimes the old car or truck wouldn’t
start and we would be out of money for
that day. The money we would make
would come from the souvenirs my
mother would sell or the tips my father
would get from wrestling alligators.
As kids we would make our money by
standing behind little cups near the boat

Caring for the collection to preserve the past
SUBMITTED BY TARA BACKHOUSE

Registrar

T

ramp and we would sing Jesus Loves
Me in Creek and recite a little poem in
English. The tourists thought that was
cute and would sometimes drop us a
coin or two in our cups. We learned to
work and earn our money. It was also
a lesson in public relations and public
speaking.
During this Christmas season we
were always visiting. Sometimes we
would go out to the Tamiami Trail and
visit the camps. They would be having
their Christmas gatherings giving out
used clothes and toys. I remember
they would always pass out bakery
goods that they would get from local
bakeries. It was food the stores could
no longer sell but it sure tasted good to
us. During this time we would also visit
the churches, and I will always cherish
the Christmas plays and hearing the
Christmas message given by the great
preachers of that time: men like Billy
Osceola, Henry Cypress, Stanley Smith
and a man respected by all Native
people Rev. Genus Crenshaw. This was
a great time growing up on the Rez.
We had no money but you could never
convince us we were poor. I pray that
this Christmas Season you will create
your own good memories. Let it not be
a time when you have lost your memory
due to a pill, drink or weed. Have a safe
holiday and remember the real reason
for the season!
Moses “BigShot” Jumper Jr. is the
director of Hollywood Recreation for
the Seminole Tribe of Florida.

he Registration Division at
the Museum manages the
Museum’s collection, which
contains more than 20,000 artifacts, and
we’ve had a busy year. So what do we need
to do to take care of this priceless collection
of historic Seminole objects? One thing we
do is acquire new things for the collection,
so our knowledge of Seminole culture and
history can grow.
In 2011, 158 objects were added to
the Museum’s permanent collections.
Notable objects included a beaded wooden
necklace from the early 20th century (see
photo below).
This unique item is like nothing else in
our collection because most of our historic
beads are made of glass. Twenty pieces of
SDWFKZRUNFORWKLQJDQGRQHSDOPHWWR¿EHU
doll were also acquired.
We also have a lot to do with the
things that are already in our collection.
Everything needs to be numbered, housed
in safe materials and added to our collection
management database. Although only
158 objects were acquired, 1,503 objects
were cataloged into the database, and this
represents an enormous amount of effort
from the three division staff members,
as well as the interns and volunteers that
helped us out this year.
Many of these cataloged objects were
SKRWRJUDSKV DQG LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ FDUGV IURP
the Boehmer photographic collection
which was accessioned in 2009. This
collection of more than 2,000 photographs
IURPWKH¿UVWKDOIRIWKHWKFHQWXU\LVD
priceless record of the Seminole Tribe of
Florida (see photo above). By digitizing
this collection, the Museum has enabled
Tribal departments and individual Tribal

A photograph from the Boehmer Collection depicts Toby (Rosa) Johns, Cecil Johns (her son), Mary
Parker and Mabel Johns at the Toby Johns camp on the Brighton Reservation.

members to have access to important and
previously inaccessible photographs.
Another collection we worked on
was the Audiovisual Collection. This is
a collection consisting of spoken word,
music, documentaries, motion pictures,
LQWHUYLHZVUDZIRRWDJHDQGFRPSXWHU¿OHV
Subjects covered in the collection include
the Seminole Tribe, other Native American
tribes, Florida wildlife and nature and other
various subjects useful for comparative
studies.
First, the 668 items in the collection
were cataloged into our collection
management database. The objects were
also scanned so that their images could be
attached to the
catalog records.
Finally,
the
obsolete formats
in the collection
(VHS
tapes,
cassette
tapes
and LP records)
were copied onto
CDs and DVDs
so they could be
easily viewed or
listened to. Now
it is much easier
to access this
collection.
Another
A wooden beaded necklace from the early 20th century is on display.
project this year

HAH-TUNG-KE
Winter in the Big Cypress

was an assessment of the research needed
within the collections at the Museum. We
examined the catalog records for more than
2,000 Seminole and related objects, such as
patchwork clothing, dolls, baskets, militaria
DQG ¿QH DUW 7KH DVVHVVPHQW VKRZHG WKDW
PRVWREMHFWVDUHLQGH¿QLWHQHHGRIH[WHQVLYH
research. Not only do we need to discover
and add the names of artists and artisans to
our records of patchwork clothing, dolls,
EDVNHWV DQG ¿QH DUW EXW ZH DOVR QHHG WR
research the stylistic history of our beaded
objects and the historical relevance of much
of our militaria. Such knowledge would
be invaluable in our efforts to preserve,
interpret and disseminate Seminole culture
and history to the Museum’s audiences.
This means there’s a lot of work for us next
year and that we need a lot of help from the
Tribal community.
The Registration Division does all
these things so that the Tribe’s history is
preserved and so that the Tribal community
has access to it. We are only here to
serve you. We work to identify the past,
EXW ZH DOVR QHHG \RXU KHOS <RX FRXOG
help by identifying artists or patchwork
patterns or naming locations and people in
photographs, for example. Please contact
the Registration Division at 877-902-1113
ext. 12246 if you want to see the collections
and how we take care of them, or if you
want to help us to preserve and identify the
past. We’d love to hear from you!

PAT BARMORE

Editor’s note:+DKWXQJNHLVDIHDWXUHLQZKLFK7KH7ULEXQHSUR¿OHVD6HPLQROHDUWLVWDQGRUD6HPLQROHVRQJ7KLVPRQWKIHDtures Pat Barmore and includes the lyrics to one of his songs. Hah-tung-ke means music in Mikasuki.

To listen to an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminoletribune.org/hah-tung-ke/
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

The winter winds will come and go.
$WQLJKWWKHFRROFULVSDLUZLOOJHQWO\ÀRZ
With shedding of the leaves, the hammocks give an eerie
scene.
The colors will turn to gray and green.
The inhabitants of the glades have changed, for they know
the winter days are up ahead.
The squirrel, toad, and snake are looking for their winter
bed.
The birds of the North are down; they mock the residents of
the glade.
The robin and ducks with their song and dance are on
parade.
7KHEXFNLVEROGDQGSURXGDQGKH¶VUHDG\IRUD¿JKW
He knows it’s the season of the doe and his cautious fear
ZLOOQRORQJHUFDXVHKLPWRWDNHÀLJKW
The rabbit is fat and round and he’s ready for the day ahead.
The little squirrel seems to be in a panic and the turtle is
going down below the river bed.
The summer rains have come and gone, the water level will
soon go down.
7KHÀDJKROHZLOOVWLOOEHJUHHQEXWWKHRXWHUJUDVVZLOOWXUQ
to brown.
Old panther will roam the night as he feeds on the little
creatures of the dark.
Perhaps in the gray of dawn he will pounce upon a quail or
meadow lake!
The winter breeze is clean and cool and only the creator
will bless.
It is time, it is the season, it is winter in the Big Cypress.
– Moses Jumper Jr.

P

at Barmore is a singer and songwriter from the
Tampa Bay area.
He has been writing songs and poetry since
grade school. He has performed all across Florida, including
at the annual Florida Folk Festival. Songs from his three
albums (Flatwoods, High Tide and Postcards from Florida)
are played regularly on WMNF and other Florida radio
stations.
Barmore’s lyrics mirror the evolution of Florida culture
from the perspective of someone who loves the diversity of
LWVSHRSOHDQGQDWXUDOZRQGHUV+LVLQÀXHQFHVLQFOXGH%RE
Dylan and Johnny Cash. He performs as a solo act; in the
Florida folk duo Dog Peter Pat; and with his full band The
Fugitive Kind.
When he’s not performing, he co-hosts the weekly
Florida Folk Night singer-songwriter shows at the Sloppy
Pelican in St. Pete Beach and Kojak’s RibHouse in Palmetto.
He also produces festival shows across Florida, including
shows at Withlacoochee, Chokoloskee and Limestone. When
he’s not doing music, he runs a medical billing business in
Pinellas County.
Barmore was born in Iowa. Since his father designed
guidance systems for U.S. spacecrafts, he grew up traveling
across the country from Maine to California with his family
of “space program gypsies.”
When Barmore was 11, his family moved to Indian
Rocks Beach for a year. “There was only one paved road;
the waters were clear and plentiful,” Barmore said. “I was
Huckleberry Finn in Paradise. I fell in love with Florida. I
returned at age 15 and the affair has never waned.”
In Florida, he attended Largo High School, St. Petersburg
Junior College and the University of South Florida.
Through the years, he developed his niche in music. One
of his most popular tunes is his signature ballad about Billie
%RZOHJV,,,DVLJQL¿FDQW¿JXUHLQ6HPLQROH7ULEDOKLVWRU\
Barmore said that the song is a “historical fantasy.”
“Billie Bowlegs was such a charismatic character that he
would have survived in any situation during those tumultuous
years of his lifetime,” Barmore said.
Billie Bowlegs III, Snake Clan (Cofehapkee, 18621965), was a maternal grandson of Osceola who lived on
the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation. As an adult, he
renamed himself after Billy Bowlegs (Holata Micco), the
prominent Seminole leader during the 2nd Seminole War.
Billie III recruited friends James Mallory and Minnie
Moore Wilson to help him advocate for the Seminoles with
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, the resident Indian Agent
and the National Indian Association and was instrumental in
the eventual establishment of the Brighton, Big Cypress and
Miccosukee Indian Reservations. Billie Bowlegs died at the
age of 103 and was buried in Ortona Cemetery.

From back left: Minnie Moore Wilson; Billie Bowlegs III; Martha Tiger,
wife of Big Tom Tiger; Ben Wells; Front: unknown, Chief Tallahassee’s
son; Lake Wilson, Martha Tiger’s daughter. If anyone knows the young
boy and the circumstances of this photograph, please contact The
Seminole Tribune.

Billie Bowlegs
I’m rollin’ down to Florida
In my V8 Ford
,¶PÀ\LQ¶OLNHWKHZLQGDFURVVWKHSODLQV
I’m goin’ where the Tamiami wanders
Through the heart of the Everglades
I’m gonna see a friend of mine
*RWWD¿QGRXWLIKH¶VVWLOOWKHUH
I’ll look in the 10,000 islands
In a place only he and I know
(Chorus)
Hey Billie Bowlegs
Where have you been?
Can you take me to the place where time began
Tell me ‘bout the panther, the turtle and the bear
Hey Billie Bowlegs
I’m gonna meet you there
Mr. Ford carry me out of Missouri
I got my 45 on my hip
Them old savings and loans was just too easy
For this Dust Bowl fugitive
My gal she’s a little bit nervous
I got the money under the boards
The Parkers and the Barkers took the blame
And this old country boy just got away
– Pat Barmore
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Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors,
Ground Effects Packages, 2µ Wheels & Much More.
Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles

8600 PINES BLVD.
PEMBROKE PINES, FL
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786-291-7888
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PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. -2 AUTONATION INC.
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Longtime educator Alison McCulloch Charter School students
retires from Ahfachkee School
inducted to Safety Patrol
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Welcome to the retirement club, Alison
McCulloch!
On Nov. 18, students and staff from the Ahfachkee School
hosted a special going away breakfast for McCulloch, who served
since 1988, making her the longest serving employee at the Tribal
school.
Since the event was held in conjunction with the annual
Thanksgiving breakfast, the cafeteria was packed with people
who got to witness the joyous, yet emotional teacher goodbye.
The event kicked off with the traditional welcome address
from Ahfachkee culture teacher Mary Jene Koenes. Ahfachkee
students Harmony Cypress, Krishawn Henry and Nicholus
Andrews led the Seminole Pledge of Allegiance. Then, a host of
LQGLYLGXDOVWRRNWKHWLPHWRUHÀHFWRQ0F&XOORFK¶VLPSDFWRQWKH
Ahfachkee School and its student body throughout the years.
“Teaching is a very hard job to do,” Ahfachkee Principal
/XF\'DIRHVDLG³7KHUH¶VDUHDVRQZK\,W¶VDFDOOLQJWRJHWLQWR
WKLV¿HOG7KHHGXFDWRUVMXVWKDYHDGLIIHUHQWKHDUWDERXWWKHP´
To many members of the Ahfachkee School community,
McCulloch embodied just that.
³7KDQN \RX IRU DOO WKH KDUG ZRUN \RX¶YH GRQH KHUH´
$KIDFKNHH VHYHQWKJUDGHU &RUELQ %LOOLH VDLG WR 0F&XOORFK ³,
hope you enjoy life. You will be missed.”
Big Cypress Tribal citizen Alexandra Tommie, who was
tutored by McCulloch years ago, also spoke in gratitude for the
retiree.
³,WKDQN\RXIRUDOOWKH\HDUV\RXKDYHEHHQKHUH´7RPPLH
VDLG³,W¶VNLQGRIVDGWKDWP\NLGVGLGQ¶WJHWWRZRUNZLWK\RX
OLNH,GLG<RXKDGDORWRISDWLHQFHIRUPHZKHQ,ZDVJURZLQJ
XS,WWDNHVDORWRISDWLHQFHDQGKDUGZRUNWRGHDOZLWKRXUNLGV,
DSSUHFLDWH\RXIRUHYHU\WKLQJ\RX¶YHGRQHIRUPH´
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKRVH ZRUGV RI DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRU 0F&XOORFK¶V
services, a PowerPoint presentation was given, highlighting
0F&ROORFK¶V PRUH WKDQ  \HDUV RI ZRUN ZLWK WKH $KIDFKNHH
School.
0F&XOORFKFRQWULEXWHGVLJQL¿FDQWO\WRWKHVFKRRO¶VJURZWK
6KH ZLWQHVVHG WKH H[SRQHQWLDO VWULGHV PDGH DW WKH 7ULEH¶V
educational facility; it began as a small elementary school and
later quadrupled in size and expanded to include pre-kindergarten
WKURXJKWKJUDGH
$PRQJ0F&XOORFK¶VPDQ\UROHVVKHKDGEHHQDFODVVURRP
teacher, reading interventionist, high school math teacher,
alternative assessment manager, testing coordinator, individual
tutor and title programs manager.
The retiree now resides in Broward County and continues to
maintain her longtime home near the Big Cypress Preserves. She
plans on spending more time with her husband and her family
upon her retirement.
³, KDYH NQRZQ KHU IRU D ORQJ WLPH´ IHOORZ UHWLUHH .HHQR
.LQJVDLGRI0F&XOORFK³:H¶UHOLNHIDPLO\:HVKDUHGDORWRI

Rachel Buxton

Seminole Police Department Lt. Arnita Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman congratulate Alicia Fudge.
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Freelance Writer

Naji Tobias

Former Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress congratulates retired
Ahfachkee School reading teacher Alison McCulloch on a job well done.
She taught at Ahfachkee for more than 20 years.

WLPHV WRJHWKHU , ZRXOG OLNH WR WHOO KHU WR HQMR\ OLIH HYHU\ GD\
Congratulations on her retirement and may God bless her.”
For parting retirement gifts, McCulloch received a sweet
basket from Ahfachkee student Tequesta Tiger and a book from
the entire school body, among many other presents.
0F&XOORFKVDLGVKH¶V³YHU\WKDQNIXO´WRWKH7ULEHIRUJLYLQJ
her the opportunity to serve them in a career that she loved.
³,W¶V UHDOO\ EHHQ D SOHDVXUH WR ZRUN ZLWK WKH 6HPLQROH
FRPPXQLW\KHUH´0F&XOORFKVDLG³,W¶VEHHQDSODFHWKDWRIIHUV
an ideal environment for the children. A lot can be learned from
WKH 6HPLQROH FXOWXUH DQG , EHOLHYH WKH VFKRRO ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR
grow and move forward for it.”

)See more RETIREMENT photos on page 2B

Ahfachkee’s fourth annual Science
Fair highlights scores of exhibits

BRIGHTON ² (LJKWHHQ VWXGHQWV
ZHUH LQGXFWHG LQWR 3HPD\HWY (PDKDNY¶V
Safety Patrol on Nov. 11 in a ceremony held
DWWKH%ULJKWRQ9HWHUDQ¶V%XLOGLQJ
,QDMRLQWFHUHPRQ\WKDWDOVRFHOHEUDWHG
Veterans Day, parents, teachers and fellow
students watched the new members take
their oaths.
The following students were sworn into
RI¿FHE\&DSW-RKQ$XHURIWKH6HPLQROH
Police Department: Capts. Aiyana Tommie
and Camryn Thomas; Lts. Jalynn Jones
and Brady Rhodes; Sgts. Alicia Fudge,
Aidan Tommie, Andrew Fish, Aleina
Micco, Krysta Burton and Gage Riddle;
DQG2I¿FHUV-DWKDQ7RPPLH6K\OD*RSKHU
6DJH0RWORZ.DPDQL6PLWK(HFKR%LOOLH
Dante Thomas, Jenna Brown and Ozzy
Osceola.
2I¿FHU 'DUU\O $OOHQ WKH VFKRRO
UHVRXUFH RI¿FHU ZKR OHDGV 6DIHW\ 3DWURO
explained how students are selected as
members of the Safety Patrol. Teachers
request students and students must obtain
a C average at all times, he said. Once the

teachers submit their requests, Allen and
guidance counselor Jeanine Gran make the
¿QDOGHFLVLRQ
Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J.
Bowers Jr. said to the patrol members,
“Somebody saw that quality in you to step
up.”
One by one, students received their
sash and pin. Then, together, they took
WKHLUSOHGJHDV3HPD\HWY(PDKDNY¶V6DIHW\
Patrol.
2I¿FHU$OOHQWROGWKHVWXGHQWV³,WLVDQ
absolute honor we are here. We continue to
grow; we started with eight members, then
ZHQWXSWRDQGQRZZHDUHDW´
&KDLUPDQ -DPHV ( %LOOLH DOVR VKDUHG
in the occasion and had a little secret to
WHOO QHZO\ LQGXFWHG RI¿FHU DQG VRQ (HFKR
Billie. He was part of the Safety Patrol 55
years ago.
Chairman Billie went on to stress to
inductees the importance of their roles.
“You may take that yellow stripe on
\RX OLJKWO\ EXW GRQ¶W´ KH VDLG ³2QH RI
these days, you may step up and we will all
be proud of you.”

)See more SAFETY photos on page 2B

Native Learning Center to
host Winter Symposium

Eight Ahfachkee students qualify for 2012
national Native American competition
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Nena Waggerby spent hours upon hours
working on her exhibit entitled Don’t Be Blue If Your Color Fades,
and her hard work paid off.
,WWXUQHGRXWWREHWKH$KIDFKNHH6FKRRO¶VWRSUDWHGGLVSOD\
at the fourth annual Science Fair on Nov. 15 inside the Herman L.
Osceola Gymnasium. The Tribal freshman registered a score of
RXWRIDSRVVLEOHSRLQWV
A total of 117 students from the Ahfachkee School, grades
3UH.WKURXJKSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKLV\HDU¶V6FLHQFH)DLU
³,W ZDV UHDOO\ QLFH WR VHH PDQ\ RI WKH SDUHQWV DQG WHDFKHUV
involved with the whole process,” said Ahfachkee science teacher
Timothy Blount.
:DJJHUE\ ZDV RQH RI HLJKW VWXGHQWV ZKR TXDOL¿HG IRU WKH
1DWLRQDO$PHULFDQ,QGLDQ6FLHQFH (QJLQHHULQJ)DLU 1$,6() 
WREHKHOGZ0DUFKLQ$OEXTXHUTXH106KHZDVH[FLWHG
to have her work recognized, and so was her mother, Amanda
Cypress.
&\SUHVVVDLG³,W¶VDJRRGSURMHFWDQG,¶PSURXGRI1HQDIRU
ZKDWVKHSXWRXW,KRSHVKHFDQZLQWKHQDWLRQDOVQH[WVSULQJ´
Waggerby said that her six-day-long experiment tested how
FRORUIDGHVRQFORWKDIWHULW¶VZDVKHGDQGGULHG6KHXVHGEOXHEHUU\
dye, blueberry juice, salt and vinegar on the cloths. One cloth,
ZKLFKVKHGLGQ¶WZDVKVHUYHGDVWKHFRQWURO
“Vinegar holds the color blue more than salt will,” she said.
³,WWRRNWZRZDVKHVIRUWKHVDOWWRVWDUWIDGLQJWKHEOXHIDEULF7KH
YLQHJDUIDGHGDOLWWOHELWRQWKH¿UVWGD\%XWDIWHUWKDWLWGLGQ¶W
really fade anymore…The plain blueberry juice faded less than
the one with salt but a little bit more than the one with vinegar.”
0HDQZKLOHIHOORZ1$,6()TXDOL¿HUDQG$KIDFKNHHVHYHQWK
JUDGHU6WDQO\&\SUHVV,9VDLGKHHQMR\HGZRUNLQJRQKLVDZDUG
winning exhibit, entitled Dizzy Hiders&\SUHVV¶FUHDWLRQFRQVLVWHG
of spinning an Australian roach to test its reaction time.
+LVH[SHULPHQWUHVXOWVZHUH¿UVWWLPH±ZKHQQRWVSXQ
VHFRQGVVHFRQGWLPH±ZKHQVSXQVHFRQGV
³,WIHHOVDPD]LQJWRZLQWKLV´&\SUHVVVDLG³,IHHOOLNH,FRXOG
GR PRUH ZRUN DQG JHW WKURXJK WKH VHYHQWK JUDGH 0UV 9LFNL 
3UDWW DQG 0U 7LPRWK\  %ORXQW DUH H[FHOOHQW WHDFKHUV :LWKRXW
WKHP,ZRXOGKDYHQHYHUJRWWHQWKURXJKWKHH[SHULPHQW´
$KIDFKNHHMXQLRU'DQQL-DH7RPPLHZKRDOVRTXDOL¿HGIRU
WKH1$,6()FRPSHWLWLRQZRUNHGRQDQH[SHULPHQWFDOOHG
In Full Bloom.
³,XVHGZKLWHFDUQDWLRQÀRZHUVDQGIRRGFRORULQJWRVHHKRZ
PXFKWKHÀRZHUVZRXOGFKDQJHLQFRORU´7RPPLHVDLG³,WWRRN
three days for the color to change from white to yellow, red, green
and blue.”
$WWKH6FLHQFH)DLU¶VFXOWXUHH[KLELW$KIDFKNHHVL[WKJUDGHU
Alyssa Osceola could be seen matching a variety of fruits and
YHJHWDEOHVZLWKWKHYLQHVWKH\RULJLQDWHGIURP,WZDVRQHRIWKH
PRVWSRSXODUYLVXDOVRXWRIWKHHQWULHV
Ahfachkee language and culture instructor Mary Jene Koenes
explained how the standout exhibit came together. She also
discussed gardening processes, such as how a sweet potato grows.
³7KH VZHHW SRWDWR LV D SUROL¿F JURZHU EHFDXVH LW GRHV ZHOO
E\LWVHOI´.RHQHVVDLG³,I\RXGRQ¶WNHHSLWVYLQHVXQGHUFRQWURO

Chris C. Jenkins

The Native Learning Center will host its annual Winter Symposium from Jan. 24-26.
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee second-grader Harmony Cypress shows off her Science Fair
exhibit, entitled Meltdown: Led vs. Incandescent.

then it will take over your whole garden and yard.”
Other plants at the exhibit included: tomatoes, carrots,
SHDQXWVSXPSNLQVSHSSHUVDORH¿JVEDQDQDVJXDYDVSDSD\DV
avocados and cotton. All the plants had healthy growth because of
WKHVRLO¶VFRPSRVLWLRQ
“We take dead leaves and scrap vegetables to make our soil,”
Koenes said. “We also take in earthworms and put all of it together
LQFRPSRVW7KHHDUWKZRUPVGRDOOWKHZRUNDQGZKHQLW¶V¿QLVKHG
it turns into very rich soil.”
7KHVWXGHQWVZHUHQ¶WWKHRQO\RQHVZKRWRRNKRPHDOHVVRQ
from the Science Fair.
6FLHQFH WHDFKHU %ORXQW VDLG ³3HUVRQDOO\ , OHDUQHG WKDW
students can become team players and logical thinkers. All of
the students learned more information about their projects and
were proactively involved in organizing and displaying facts. The
VWXGHQWVZHUHPRUHDSWWRVKRZYDULRXVOHYHOVRIVFLHQWL¿FDELOLW\
to complete challenging topics.”

)See more SCIENCE FAIR photos on page 3B

HOLLYWOOD — The Native
/HDUQLQJ&HQWHU 1/& LVJHDULQJXSIRULWV
annual Winter Symposium with the hopes
that its formula of housing strategies, grant
education and emphasis on culture and
language will be another success heading
LQWR
“This symposium is held each year
to provide free courses and training to
Native American and indigenous people to
emphasize the educational needs of Tribal
members and their communities,” said Kyle
'RQH\WKH&HQWHU¶VGHSXW\GLUHFWRU
The annual event will be organized by
NLC staff and hosted at the Sheraton Suites
&\SUHVV&UHHNIURP-DQ
³,W¶V P\ KRSH WKDW ZH FDQ HGXFDWH
attendees with information on how to adapt
to their communities and Tribes to the
different elements of society,” Doney said.
³(DFK RQH RI RXU IRFXV DUHDV LV
important to Native Americans. This
symposium is also targeting and celebrating
culture and language, which is important
to the Native American identity. Our
FXOWXUH DQG ODQJXDJH GH¿QHV XV DV 1DWLYH
$PHULFDQV$OO RI RXU FRXUVHV DUH VSHFL¿F
LQSURPRWLQJWKH1DWLYH/HDUQLQJ&HQWHU¶V
IRFXV DUHDV DQG , KRSH 1DWLYH$PHULFDQV
take advantage of our valuable resources.”
/DVW \HDU¶V WKUHHGD\ HYHQW RIIHUHG
guests insight and training on topics such
as housing development, Tribal culture,
grants, Tribal museums and social media.

'RQH\VDLGWKDWIRUWKHHYHQWKH
hopes to have representation or coverage
from Native news groups such as the
Cherokee Phoenix in Oklahoma, The
Circle in Minnesota and First Nations in
California.
³,DWWHQGHGODVW\HDU¶V1DWLYH/HDUQLQJ
&HQWHU¶V:LQWHU6\PSRVLXPDVDORQJWLPH
social worker/advocate and was in the
SURFHVVRIVWDUWLQJP\EXVLQHVV(DJOH&UHHN
(QWHUWDLQPHQW´ VDLG 7DUD 3UHWHQGV (DJOH
:HEHU&(2RIWKHFRPSDQ\³,DWWHQGHGWKH
workshops that emphasized the preservation
RI FXOWXUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ WKH FXUULFXOXP DW D
6HPLQROH HOHPHQWDU\ VFKRRO ,W ZDV YHU\
uplifting and quite amazing what they are
doing at a very young age.”
Special guest Kevin Fitzgibbons,
DGPLQLVWUDWRU RI WKH (DVWHUQ :RRGODQGV
2I¿FH ZLOO WHDFK WKH FRXUVH ³6XVWDLQDEOH
Development with Recovery Act Funds.”
/RFDWHGDW7DIW6WLQ+ROO\ZRRG
the Native Learning Center was created
LQ  ZLWK WKH PLVVLRQ RI SURYLGLQJ
Native and indigenous people with skills
and knowledge to improve their quality of
life through housing-related educational
SURJUDPV,WRIIHUVIUHHFRXUVHVDQGWUDLQLQJ
WR DGGUHVV VSHFL¿F HGXFDWLRQDO QHHGV RI
Tribal citizens.
7KH1/&LVWKH¿UVWHGXFDWLRQDOIDFLOLW\
and resource for Native Americans that is
owned and operated by a Native Tribe
ZLWK SURJUDPV GHYHORSHG VSHFL¿FDOO\ IRU
Natives.
For more information, visit www.
NativeLearningCenter.com.
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Ahfachkee School recognizes students in First Quarter Awards Ceremony

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee students celebrate at the conclusion of the Nov. 10 First Quarter Awards Ceremony. The event included a pizza
party; games of tug-of-war; a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the students’ academic achievements; and Principal
Lucy Dafoe thanking the students for their accomplishments.

Nick Andrews, Krishawn Henry and Javian Cypress display
their awards.

Ahfachkee seventh-grader GraySun Billie shows off the three
awards he earned during the school’s First Quarter Awards
Ceremony on Nov. 10.

Tribal storytellers Billy Walker, Gordon “Ollie” Wareham pay visit to Big Cypress Library

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

In honor of Seminole Music Appreciation Month, on Nov.
8, Tribal storyteller Billy Walker paid a visit to the Big
Cypress Library and shared several Seminole stories with
Tribal youth from the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club.

Tribal storyteller Gordon “Ollie” Wareham plays the flute
during his special presentation at the Big Cypress Library
on Nov. 22 for Seminole Music Appreciation Month.

Tribal storyteller Gordon “Ollie” Wareham passionately talks to the Tribal youth about stories such as the formation and
growth of the little water turtle during a special presentation on Nov. 22. Wareham also talked to the Tribal youth about the
importance of respecting their elders: “We have to be respectful to our elders all the time,” Wareham said. “If we lose our
temper and disrespect them, the elders will close their hearts to us and we will lose their knowledge and wisdom forever.”

)SAFETY From page 1B

)RETIREMENT From page 1B

Rachel Buxton

Naji Tobias

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students take the Safety Patrol pledge, repeating after Seminole Police Department Capt.
John Auer.

Fellow Ahfachkee School retirees Keeno King and Alison McCulloch share a moment together at the Nov. 18 Thanksgiving
breakfast and retirement party. McCulloch received a Seminole gospel CD and a photo autographed by King as parting gifts.

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Aidan Tommie is welcomed into the Safety Patrol by Seminole Krysta Burton is inducted as a sergeant into the Safety Patrol
Police Department Lt. Arnita Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman. and congratulated by Seminole Police Department Lt. Arnita
Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee students Harmony Cypress, left, Krishawn Henry, Retired teacher Alison McCulloch receives a handmade sweet
center and Nicholus Andrews, right, recite the Seminole basket as a parting gift from Ahfachkee student Tequesta
Pledge of Allegiance at the breakfast on Nov. 18.
Tiger during the Nov. 18 Thanksgiving breakfast.
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Tribal members learn Indian history to celebrate Native American Heritage Month

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

Second-grader Arianna Medina, center, shows fellow students a Seminole doll during a Native American Heritage presentation
at the North Naples United Methodist School.

Immokalee Culture coordinator Geraldine Osceola uses arts and crafts to introduce students at the Naples Bear’s Den
Childcare to Native American heritage.

BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

IMMOKALEE — It began nearly a hundred years
ago as an effort to gain one day of national recognition
for Native Americans. After all, the First Americans made
VLJQL¿FDQWFRQWULEXWLRQVWRWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWDQGJURZWK
RIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV1RZ1DWLYH$PHULFDQ+HULWDJHLV
celebrated all month every November.
7KHFHOHEUDWLRQVWDUWHGLQZKHQ6HQHFD,QGLDQ
Arthur Parker, the director of the Rochester Museum of
Arts and Sciences in Rochester, N. Y., persuaded the Boy
Scouts of America to set aside a day for Native Americans.
Three years later, the Congress of the American Indian
$VVRFLDWLRQPHWLQ/DZUHQFH.DQDSSURYHGDSODQWR
FHOHEUDWH$PHULFDQ,QGLDQ'D\DQGPDGHWKH¿UVWIRUPDO
appeal to recognize Indians as citizens.
In the ensuing years, numerous state governments
endorsed the concept, and by 1990, President George
+: %XVK DSSURYHG D MRLQW UHVROXWLRQ GHVLJQDWLQJ
1RYHPEHUDV1DWLRQDO$PHULFDQ,QGLDQ+HULWDJH0RQWK
Senate Resolution 145 of the 105th Congress of
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV RI$PHULFD DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW7ULEDO
governments developed the fundamental principles of
IUHHGRP RI VSHHFK DQG VHSDUDWLRQ RI WKH SRZHUV WKDW
form the foundation of the U. S. Government. Native
Americans traditionally exhibit respect for our natural
UHVRXUFHVDQGVHUYHZLWKYDORULQWKHPLOLWDU\7KH\KDYH
PDGH LPSRUWDQW FRQWULEXWLRQV LQ PDQ\ ¿HOGV LQFOXGLQJ
agriculture, medicine, music, language, art, athletics,
education and leadership.
Last year, to pay tribute to the rich ancestry and

traditions of Native Americans, the Diane Yzaguirre
Memorial Library and Immokalee Culture Department
MRLQHG IRUFHV WR RIIHU D VHULHV RI HGXFDWLRQDO SURJUDPV
throughout the month of November.
On Nov. 2, the library sponsored an afternoon of
FXOWXUDO DZDUHQHVV ZKHQ *RUGRQ ³2OOLH´ :DUHKDP
HQWHUWDLQHG WKH \RXQJVWHUV ZLWK VWRU\WHOOLQJ DQG WKH
DQLPDWHG H[SUHVVLRQ RI 6HPLQROH OHJHQGV :LWK YRLFH
changes and graphic interpretations, he assumed the
role of multiple characters and captivated his audience.
3LFNLQJXSKLVÀXWHKH¿OOHGWKHURRPZLWKWKHKDXQWLQJ
notes of past generations and helped his listeners envision
their heritage.
On Nov. 7, artist Elgin Jumper visited the library
WRWHDFKSDLQWLQJRQFDQYDV+HDVVLVWHGWKH,PPRNDOHH
seniors in the creation of a landscape sunset in the early
part of the day.
³,DPDOZD\VUHZDUGHGZKHQ,VSHQGWLPHZLWKRXU
HOGHUV´-XPSHUVDLG³7KH\WHDFKPHPRUHWKDQ,FRXOG
HYHUKRSHWRWHDFKWKHP$VDQRUDOFXOWXUHZHUHO\XSRQ
their memories to pass on the important lessons of our
DQFHVWRUV´
During an afterschool session, Jumper introduced
PRUHWKDQDGR]HQ\RXQJDUWLVWVWRWKH6HPLQROH+RUVH
³&RPSULVHGRIWKH7ULEDOFRORUVRIUHG\HOORZEODFN
DQGZKLWHRQDODQGVFDSHEDFNJURXQGWKH6HPLQROH+RUVH
is designed to carry art and poetry into the Seminole
IXWXUH´-XPSHUVDLG³,WLVP\JRDOWRFUHDWHDFKDWERRN
IRFXVHGRQWKHDUWZRUNDQGSRHWU\RIRXU\RXWK´
Every month is Native American Month in the
FXOWXUDO GHSDUWPHQWV RQ WKH UHVHUYDWLRQV ZKHUH D
concentrated effort is made year-round to teach, inspire
and encourage the Seminole culture and heritage.

+RZHYHUWKLV1RYHPEHUEURXJKWLQQXPHURXVUHTXHVWV
for presentations off the reservation in both public and
private schools in Collier County.
Immokalee culture coordinator Geraldine Osceola
prepared a curriculum suitable for presentation to a variety
of age groups that brought a favorable response in each
RIWKHFODVVURRPVVKHYLVLWHG)RULQVWDQFHZKLOHWDONLQJ
to preschoolers at the Bear’s Den Childcare Center, she
SDVVHG DURXQG EHDGZRUN D VZHHW JUDVV EDVNHW D GROO
D SDWFK ZRUN H[DPSOH DQG D PLQLDWXUH FKLFNHH ZKLOH
talking about language, clans, animals and camp life. At
the conclusion, she gave each student a piece of a totem
pole to decorate and assemble.
On Nov. 29, about 35 second graders at the North
Naples United Methodist School learned about the
6HPLQROH SHRSOH DQG WKHLU ZD\ RI OLIH ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR
WKH 6HPLQROH FUDIWV WKH\ YLHZHG DUFKLYH SKRWRJUDSKV
D KDQGFUDQN VHZLQJ PDFKLQH ZKROH DQG JURXQG FRUQ
GULHG GHHU PHDW ODSROL VXJDUFDQH SXPSNLQ VTXDVK D
VWDON RI EDQDQDV DQG VZHHW SRWDWRHV $ EULHI KLVWRULFDO
SUHVHQWDWLRQ LQFOXGHG WKH 7KUHH 6HPLQROH :DUV OLIH LQ
the Everglades, travel by dugout and on foot, the trading
SRVWVKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJ
³,¿QGWKDWWKHFKLOGUHQDUHYHU\LQTXLVLWLYHDQGDVN
QXPHURXVTXHVWLRQV´2VFHRODVDLG³7KHUHVSRQVHIURP
WKHWHDFKHUVLVRYHUZKHOPLQJO\SRVLWLYH´
/LEUDULDQ -DPLH <]DJXLUUH VDLG ³2XU OLEUDU\ KDV
a vast assortment of reference material of a Native
American nature. The learning materials target all age
JURXSVDQGZHDUHDOZD\VUHDG\WRDVVLVWRXUUHDGHUVLQ
Judy Weeks
ORFDWLQJ WKH LWHPV WKDW ZRXOG EHVW VXLW WKHLU QHHGV DQG
Raymond
Garza
Jr.
completes
his
rendition
of the
encourage them to learn about their past as they prepare
Seminole Horse.
IRUWKHIXWXUH´

)SCIENCE FAIR From page 1B

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee students Ethan Balentine, left, and Roderick Bert, center, marvel at the winning exhibit by Stanley Cypress IV
during the Ahfachkee School’s Science Fair on Nov. 15.

The eight qualifiers for the 2012 National American Indian Science & Engineering Fair, from left: Ryanne Pratt, AnnaBelle
Whiteshield, Kaitlin Osceola, Nena Waggerby, Danni Jae Tommie, Taylor Pratt, Nashoba Gonzalez and Stanley Cypress IV.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee School sixth-grader Alyssa Osceola matches a sweet potato with the vine it originated from with Ahfachkee
language and culture teacher Mary Jene Koenes during the Nov. 15 Science Fair at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium.

Ahfachkee School sophomore Reagan Whitecloud takes
top honors in her grade as Ahfachkee School Principal
Lucy Dafoe congratulates her on the accomplishment.

Boys & Girls Club’s Thommy Doud interviews 11thgrade winner Danni Jae Tommie about her Science Fair
experiment.

#t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Bus patrons excluded from this promotion. Entries must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, FL. See Player’s Club for complete details.
Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older. Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into
the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.
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Tribal members rank among best
at Indian National Finals Rodeo

Tribal youth shine in Virgil
Billie Volleyball Tournament

BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

LAS VEGAS, Nev. — Congratulations to the
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) 2011qualifers
for their performance at the 36th Annual Indian National
)LQDOV5RGHR ,1)5 FRPSHWLWLRQ7KH\GLGDWHUUL¿FMRE
of representing their region at the event held at the South
Point Arena in Las Vegas, Nev. from Nov. 8-12.
“The mission of the INFR is to provide, promote
and preserve the advancement of professional Indian
5RGHRE\HPSRZHULQJ1DWLYH$PHULFDQIDPLOLHV\RXWK
DQGFRPPXQLWLHV´VDLG,1)53UHVLGHQW5LFKDUG%RZHUV
Jr. “We encourage positive role modeling, educational
opportunities, healthy competition and preservation of
culture and tradition.”
7KH,1)5FRPPLVVLRQHUVDQGVWDIIVDLGWKDWLWZDV
DQKRQRUWRDZDUGWKHFKDPSLRQVZLWKJROGEXFNOHV
and saddles that said “World Champion.” This includes
the stars and legends that competed in the Junior and
Senior Finals.
7KH,1)5FXUUHQWO\KDVUHJLRQVZLWKLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHVDQG&DQDGDDQGLWVPHPEHUVUDQJHIURPWR
years old. Champion Native Americans compete against
HDFKRWKHULQWKH,1)57KHUHZHUH7ULEHVUHSUHVHQWHG
at the 2010 Finals.
(,5$ TXDOLI\LQJ FKDPSLRQV ZHUH -DFRE\ -RKQV
GrayWolf Herrera, Ivan BruisedHead, Josh Jumper, Naha
-XPSHU0DUYLQ%RZHUV&RUW+HUUHUD&DVH\0F'RQDOG
-D\ *DU]D 6KHOE\ 2VFHROD /HDQQD %LOOLH 0DFNHQ]LH
%RZHUV.DOJDU\-RKQV'D\UD.RHQHV%XGKD-XPSHU
-REH -RKQV $QGUH -XPSHU %OHY\QV -XPSHU .HOWRQ
6PHGOH\ 5LFKDUG %RZHUV -U 3DXO %RZHUV 6U 5XG\
2VFHROD-RH/-RKQDQG1RUPDQ-RKQV
7UDYHOLQJ WR /DV 9HJDV 1HY WKH\ ZHUH DOO
FKDPSLRQV XSRQ WKHLU DUULYDO DQG ZRUNHG KDUG WR
represent their region.
7KH ¿UVW IHZ GD\V RI FRPSHWLWLRQ ± NQRZQ DV WKH
/RQJ*R5RGHRV±EHJDQWKHSURFHVVRIHOLPLQDWLRQIRU
WKH ¿QDO  FRQWHVWDQWV ZKR ZRXOG SDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKH
:RUOG &KDPSLRQVKLS GXULQJ WKH 6KRUW *R RQ WKH ¿QDO
day.
Photo courtesy of Quick Shot Photo.com
6KHOE\ 2VFHROD  (,5$ /DGLHV %UHDNDZD\
&KDPSLRQ DQG /DG\¶V$OO$URXQG WRRN WKLUG SODFH LQ Junior Bull Rider Kelton Smedley’s dream of competing at the INFR becomes a
ZLWKDQLPSUHVVLYHDYHUDJHVFRUHRI6KHOE\¶VURGHR reality in the arena at South Point in Las Vegas, Nev.
FDUHHU LQFOXGHV KLJK VFKRRO URGHR DV ZHOO DV FROOHJLDWH
URGHR DW 7UR\ 8QLYHUVLW\ ZKLFK VKH DWWHQGHG ZLWK D
³,GUHZDEDGFDOILQP\¿QDOURXQG´%LOOLHVDLG³%XWWKDW¶V
rodeo scholarship.
URGHR<RXGRQ¶WDOZD\VJHWZKDW\RXZDQWDQGLW¶VXSWR\RXWR
EIRA Regional Finals Champion and 24-year-old Leanna ZRUNLWRXWLI\RXFDQ5RGHRLVDQXQIRUJLYLQJVSRUWDQG\RX
%LOOLHEURXJKWKRPHJROGEXFNOHVLQWKH¿UVWDQGWKLUGURXQGVRI KDYH WR HDUQ ZKDW \RX JHW 1RERG\ LV JRLQJ WR KDQG LW WR \RX
WKH/DGLHV%UHDNDZD\$QRXWVWDQGLQJDWKOHWH%LOOLHEHJDQKHU
URGHRFDUHHULQWKH(,5$MXQLRUGLYLVLRQDQGKDVTXDOL¿HGWZLFH
)See INFR on page 6C
for the INFR.

Naji Tobias

Lady Swag’s youth volleyball team has a group moment at the Virgil Billie Volleyball Tournament. The
event was held at the Big Cypress Reservation’s Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium on Nov. 19.

New additions provide fresh start for
Ahfachkee Warriors basketball teams
Naji Tobias

H[SHFWWKHPWRNHHSZLQQLQJWKHLUJDPHV7KHER\VDUHVWDUWLQJ
RXWVORZEXW,H[SHFWWKHPWRVWDUWFOLFNLQJWRZDUGVWKHPLGGOH
RIWKHVHDVRQ7KHDELOLWLHVDUHWKHUHIRUERWKWHDPVVRZH¶OOVHH
KRZLWSOD\VRXW´

Naji Tobias

Lady Swag’s Ashley Wilcox, left, spends some Hollywood Tribal youngster Mailani Perez of Lady
time with her son, Trey Wilson, 11, at the Nov. 19 Swag practices her volleyball serves to prepare
Virgil Billie Tournament in Big Cypress.
for the tournament.

Lady Warriors blow out opponents with relative ease

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors sophomore guard Reagan Whitecloud drives
past the St. John Neumann defense as she drives towards the opponents
basket in her team’s 61-40 home win on Nov. 17. Whitecloud scored 36
points and made six rebounds, three assists and nine steals.
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Writer

BIG CYPRESS — 3URJUHVV FRQWLQXHV IRU WKH$KIDFKNHH
:DUULRUVEDVNHWEDOOSURJUDP
:KHQERWKWKHER\VDQGJLUOVWHDPVSOD\WKHUH¶VH[FLWHPHQW
LQWKHDLUSDUWLFXODUO\ZKHQLWFRPHVWRWKHDGGLWLRQVPDGHLQWKH
program’s second season of operation.
%H\RQG WKDW WKH ER\V WHDP VFRUHG WKHLU ¿UVWHYHU ZLQ LQ
KLVWRU\±DOEHLWE\DIRUIHLWIURP&KDUWHURI%R\QWRQ%HDFKRQ
'HF0HDQZKLOHWKHJLUOVWHDPLVVWDUWLQJLWVVHDVRQVWURQJDV
the Lady Warriors have managed to earn a 4-0 record (as of their
'HFKRPHJDPHYV.LQJ¶V$FDGHP\&OHZLVWRQ ZLWKUHODWLYH
ease.
³,W¶VQRWWKHZLQWKDWZHZDQWHGEXWZH¶OOWDNHLW´$KIDFKNHH
:DUULRUV VHQLRU 7D\ORU 3UDWW VDLG ³,¶P MXVW H[FLWHG WKDW WKLV
VHDVRQLVORRNLQJXSPRUHWKDQODVW\HDU´
%LJ &\SUHVV 7ULEDO &RXQFLO 5HS 0RQGR 7LJHU RSHQHG XS
RQKRZWKLVVHDVRQKDVWXUQHGRXWIRUWKH7ULEDODWKOHWLFSURJUDP
thus far.
³7KHUHDUHDORWRI\RXQJNLGVWKDWDUHSOD\LQJIRUXVULJKW
QRZ´ 7LJHU VDLG ³7KH JLUOV DUH VWDUWLQJ RXW UHDOO\ IDVW DQG ,

There are only three returning players from last year’s squad
± HLJKWKJUDGHU 0LFKDHOD &\SUHVV IUHVKPDQ 6DEUH¶ %LOOLH DQG
sophomore Reagan Whitecloud.
'HVSLWH WKDW WKLV \HDU¶V FROOHFWLYH ± ZKLFK LQFOXGHV HLJKW
QHZSOD\HUV±KDVVKLQHGEULJKWO\LQWKHLU¿UVWIRXUJDPHVLQWKH
NH\DUHDRIWHDPZRUN
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKDW :KLWHFORXG DUJXDEO\ WKH WHDP¶V EHVW
RYHUDOOSOD\HUWKXVIDUKDVPDGHVRPHELJVWULGHVLQKHUVKRRWLQJ
DELOLWLHVDQGKHURYHUDOOOHDGHUVKLSVNLOOV±DNH\FRPSRQHQWWR
the her team’s relatively fast start.
:KLWHFORXG ZKR KDV DYHUDJHG D WHDP KLJK RI  SRLQWV
RYHU IRXU JDPHV KDV EHHQ WKH WHDP¶V JRWR SOD\HU WR VHW WKH
tempo.
:KLWHFORXG KDV KHOSHG VSHHG WKH JDPH XS ZLWK KHU KXVWOH
DQGGULYHSDUWLFXODUO\RQWKHGHIHQVLYHHQGZKHUHVKHOHDGVWKH
WHDPZLWKDQLPSUHVVLYHDYHUDJHRIVWHDOVSHUJDPHDWWKLV
point in the season.
³5HDJDQ KDV GH¿QLWHO\ VWHSSHG XS WKLV \HDU DV D OHDGHU RQ
DQGRIIWKHFRXUW´$KIDFKNHH/DG\:DUULRUVVHFRQG\HDUKHDG
FRDFK.ULVWLQ6WRRWVVDLG³6KHKDVJUHDWEDOOKDQGOLQJVNLOOVDQG
JUHDWYLVLRQRQWKHFRXUW6KH¶VYHU\TXLFNDQGDORWRIKHUOD\XSV
FRPHIURPWKHIDVWEUHDNRIIHQVHWKDWZHUXQ,¶PUHDOO\SURXG
RIKHUHIIRUWVDQGJURZWKDVDSOD\HUIURPODVW\HDUWRWKLV\HDU´
Whitecloud’s leadership has had a positive effect on
KHU WHDPPDWHV LQFOXGLQJ MXQLRU DQG QHZ DGGLWLRQ 'DQQL -DH
7RPPLH $ WUDQVIHU IURP *ODGHV 'D\ 6FKRRO LQ %HOOH *ODGH
)OD 7RPPLH KDV ¿W LQ QLFHO\ ZLWK WKH WHDP DV HYLGHQFHG E\
KHUVWHOODUDYHUDJHVRIUHERXQGVSRLQWVVWHDOV
EORFNVDQGDVVLVWVSHUJDPH±SHUKDSVWKHWHDP¶VPRVWZHOO
URXQGHGSOD\HUDWWKLVMXQFWXUH
³'DQQL-DHKDVEHHQSKHQRPHQDORQWKHERDUGVVRIDUWKLV
VHDVRQ´6WRRWVVDLG³6KH¶VSXWXSDZKROHORWRISRLQWVIRUXV
DVZHOO6KH¶VEHHQDNH\DGGLWLRQWRRXUWHDPDQGLW¶VKHOSHGXV
a lot.”
0HDQZKLOH &\SUHVV KDV EHHQ D SOHDVDQW VXUSULVH WR WKH
WHDP¶VHDUO\VXFFHVVDVVKHKDVDYHUDJHGDWRWDORISRLQWV
 VWHDOV  EORFNV  DVVLVWV DQG  UHERXQGV SHU JDPH
&\SUHVVOHDGVKHUWHDPLQEORFNVSHUJDPH±LQFOXGLQJDVHDVRQ
DQGWHDPKLJKEORFNVLQ$KIDFKNHH¶VZLQRYHU.LQJ¶V
$FDGHP\&OHZLVWRQRQ'HF±DQGLQSRLQWHUVPDGHZLWK
total as of four games played.
³,¶YHVHHQVRPXFKJURZWKLQ0LFKDHOD´6WRRWVVDLG³6KH
LVRQHRIRXUEHVWVKRRWHUVRQWKHWHDP,¶PUHDOO\SURXGRIKHULQ
KRZVKH¶VVWHSSHGXS´
7KHWHDPIDFHGDFKDOOHQJHZKHQODVW\HDU¶VVWDUVOHIW7HUUL
%DNHU  093 WUDQVIHUUHG WR SOD\ IRU WKH &OHZLVWRQ
/DG\7LJHUV WKLV VHDVRQ DQG KHU VLVWHU7LD 2VERUQH JUDGXDWHG
IURPWKH$KIDFKNHH6FKRROODVWVSULQJ%XWHYHQZLWKRXWWKHP
this year’s squad may have a chance at an undefeated season.
$ORWRIWKDWKDVWRGRZLWKWHDPZRUNDQGVSRUWVPDQVKLS±
WZRWKLQJVWKDW6WRRWVKDVZRUNHGUHDOO\KDUGZLWKKHUSOD\HUVWR
HPEUDFH
³, KDYH IRXU VL[WK JUDGHUV (\DQQD %LOOLH 'D\UD .RHQHV
$O\VVD2VFHRODDQG7ULQLW\:LOOLDPV RQWKHWHDP´6WRRWVVDLG
³,¶PORRNLQJIRUZDUGWRWKHLUJURZWKRYHUWKHQH[WIHZVHDVRQV
7KHWDOHQWLVVSUHDGRXWDOLWWOHELWPRUHDQGWKH\DOOGH¿QLWHO\
FRPHWRJHWKHUIRUDJURXSHIIRUWRQERWKVLGHVRIWKHEDOO´

)See WARRIORS on page 7C

Naji Tobias

Lily’s, from the Immokalee Reservation, shares a team moment at the tournament.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Zoey Puente, 12, serves the ball for Maggie’s.
She is the only girl on the team.

Dyami Nelson, 12, hits up a serve in Maggie’s
preliminary best-of-three matchup against Lily’s.

)See more VOLLEYBALL photos on page 2C
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Ahfachkee Warriors honor star athletes at Fall Athletic Awards Banquet

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Warriors golf assistant head coach Cookie Mazzant and head coach Amos Mazzant Big Cypress Tribal citizen Jerilynn Tsosie, left, and her younger
present Ahfachkee Warriors senior golfer Ryan Cypress with a participation award for his efforts brother, Ahfachkee Warriors senior Stevie Billie, show off the
water golf ball retriever, photo and plaque Billie received for his
on the golf course throughout the fall 2011 season.
accomplishments on the golf course.

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch stands by
Tribal volleyball athlete Reagan Whitecloud as she wins the volleyball program’s
first Most Valuable Player honor.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Warriors golf assistant head coach
Cookie Mazzant presents Warriors golfer Taylor
Pratt with the Most Valuable Player award.

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch, left, congratulates her team on a job well done during the Ahfachkee Warriors Athletic Awards Banquet on Nov. 10 inside the Big Cypress
Community Center.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Warriors golf head coach Amos Mazzant presents Ahfachkee Warriors senior golfer
Stevie Billie with the Most Improved award.

Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith speaks at the Fall Athletic Awards
Banquet on Nov. 10 inside the Big Cypress Community Center.

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch congratulates
Lady Warrior Spirit Award recipient Alyssa Osceola.

)VOLLEYBALL From page 1C

Naji Tobias

Maggie’s has a team moment at the Nov. 19 Virgil Billie Youth Volleyball Tournament in Big Cypress.

Naji Tobias

Lily’s Christopher Briscall, from the Immokalee Reservation, spikes the volleyball into Lady Swag’s territory in a preliminary match.

$t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Brighton Recreation holds fifth
annual bicycle race for health

Bowers siblings shoot
hoops in season opener

BY RACHEL BUXTON
Freelance Reporter

BRIGHTON — Five brave souls bared the early morning
humidity and wind on Nov. 19 as they competed in the Brighton
5HFUHDWLRQ'HSDUWPHQW¶V¿IWKDQQXDOELNHUDFHDPLOHWUHN
$IWHU¿WQHVVVSHFLDOLVW.DL6HWW\OHGDEULHIVWUHWFKLQJVHVVLRQ
SDUWLFLSDQWV OLQHG XS DORQJ WKH HQWUDQFH RI WKH %ULJKWRQ )LUVW
Indian Baptist Church on Rez Road to begin the race.
7KH SDUWLFLSDQWV ZHUH &DUOD *RSKHU $YDORQ 3XHQWH /LVD
+XII 6XUDL\D 6PLWK DQG WKH VROH PDOH FRPSHWLWRU 1RUPDQ
Bowers.
³2Q\RXUPDUNJHWVHWJR´6HWW\VKRXWHG
*RSKHUWRRNDQHDUO\OHDGDPRQJWKHUHVWRIWKHFRPSHWLWRUV
&\FOLVWVWUDYHOHGGRZQ5H]5RDGWRWKHZDWHUWRZHUWRWKH¿UVW
ZDWHUVWDWLRQWXUQLQJRQWR+DUQH\3RQG5RDG
$WWKHHQGRIWKHSDYHPHQWSDVWWKH5HG%DUQ6HPLQROH7ULEH
+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQW¶V¿WQHVVVSHFLDOLVW,JQDFLR2UR]FRZDLWHGZLWK
water and beads to pass out and send competitors onto the second
OHJRIWKHUDFH
³<RXJRWWKLV´2UR]FRHQFRXUDJHGWKHELNHUV
%DFN GRZQ +DUQH\ 3RQG 5RDG DQG D ULJKW EDFN RQWR 5H]
5RDGSXWWKHF\FOLVWVLQWRWKHKRPHVWUHWFKWRWKH¿QLVKOLQHDWWKH
%ULJKWRQ7UDGLQJ3RVW
2QHE\RQHFRPSHWLWRUVFDPHLQZLWKLPSUHVVLYHWLPHV
*RSKHUSODFLQJ¿UVWDPRQJDOODQG¿UVWLQKHUDJHFDWHJRU\
¿QLVKHGZLWKDWLPHRI*RSKHUFRPSHWHGHYHQWKRXJKOHVV
WKDQKRXUVODWHUVKHZRXOGUXQKHU¿UVWKDOIPDUDWKRQLQ6W
3HWHUVEXUJ
%RZHUVFDPHLQULJKWEHKLQG*RSKHUZLWKDWLPHRI
7KH RWKHU WKUHH FRPSHWLWRUV FRPSOHWHG ZLWKLQ PLQXWHV RI
Rachel Buxton HDFK RWKHU 3XHQWH ZLWK D WLPH RI  +XII DW  DQG
Carla Gopher wastes no time at the turn and begins her race to the finish at 6PLWKZKRPDGHDQLPSUHVVLYHFRPHEDFNDIWHUVZLWFKLQJELNHV
Brighton’s annual bicycle race.
KDOIZD\WKURXJKWKHZD\¿QLVKLQJZLWKDWLPHRI
7KH HYHQW PDUNHG 6PLWK¶V ¿UVW FRPSHWLWLYH ELNH UDFH 6KH
recently joined a spin class at the gym and admitted that she
GHFLGHGWRFRPSHWHEHFDXVHVKHKDGQRWKLQJEHWWHUWRGR6KH¿JXUHGVKHZRXOGJLYHLWDVKRW
³$OO , NHSW VD\LQJ
µ,¶P JRLQJ WR ¿QLVK¶
FRPLQJ EDFN IURP WKH
EULGJH´ 6PLWK VDLG ³,
GLGQ¶WNQRZLI,ZDVJRLQJ
WR ¿QLVK 7KH ZLQG ZDV
something else coming
EDFN´
6HWW\
DQQRXQFHG
the times and places and
congratulated everyone on
a great job.
³, NQRZ \RX FDPH
IRU \RXU KHDOWK´ 6HWW\
said. “And this was
about improving your
cardiovascular endurance
DQG\RXDOOGLGWKDW´
Everyone
received
VKLUWVIRUWKHLUSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
DQGVQDFNHGRQIUXLWVDQG
granola to regain strength.
³5HPHPEHU µGHDG
ODVW ¿QLVK¶ LV EHWWHU WKDQ
µGLG QRW ¿QLVK¶ ZKLFK
greatly trumps ‘did not
Rachel Buxton
VWDUW¶´6HWW\VDLG
The competitors take off for the 13.5-mile trek in Brighton’s bicycle race for health.

RARE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
LIQUIDATION PRICE
155 +/- Acres within Okeechobee Golf Estates. Offered at $700,000.

Chris C. Jenkins

Devon Bowers competes in American Heritage basketball team’s season opener at the Sunset
Lakes Community Center in Miramar on Nov. 30. Devon saw fourth-quarter action in a close 29-31
defeat versus Somerset Academy.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal hoopsters Devon Bowers and sister Mariah Bowers share a sibling moment after their
basketball games. Mariah scored three points as a starter for the Lady Patriots in a close 12-18
loss versus Somerset Academy.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

WHERE THE SEMINOLE AND MICCOSUKEE
GET VIP TICKETS & SERVICE SINCE 1985

FEATURED EVENTS

MIAMI HEAT
Okeechobee Golf Estates
115 NE 131st Lane
Okeechobee, FL

WRESTLEMANIA 28
155 +/- acre partially developed subdivision with frontage on the back nine of the Okeechobee
Golf Course. The preliminary plat approval was for 214 lots on 180 +/- acres. Phase I (39 lots)
has been partially completed to include paved roads. The back nine surrounds the parcel. Take
advantage of current market conditions. Foreclosure complete.
BUY IT NOW:
•As an Investor – for future resale
•As a Developer - make your mark as the market recovers
•As a private estate – surround yourself in beauty
For additional information contact:

Sheila Connolly

Kathy Evans

561.371.3433
sheila.connolly@corcoran.com

561.371.3519
kathy.evans@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

All material herein is intended for information purposes only and has been compiled from sources deemed
reliable. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes
or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Equal Housing Opportunity.

LADY ANTEBELLUM

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS \\\\\\\\\\\\\\
MIAMI HEAT
MIAMI DOLPHINS
BCS ORANGE BOWL
WRESTLEMANIA XXVIII
ABBA – THE CONCERT
BOB SIEGER
GREGG ALLMAN
JIMMY BUFFET
WILLIE NELSON
JEFF DUNHAM
RADIOHEAD
LADY ANTEBELLUM
RAMMSTEIN
ELVIS COSTELLO
ROGER WATERS – THE WALL
MADONNA
SHREK THE MUSICAL
YO GABBA GABBA
RINGLING BROS. CIRCUS

???

EVENTS: 305.443.3000
24 HOUR TEXT LINE: 305.450.3323
TRAVEL: 305.445.6566

0% SERVICE FEE ON
ALL ONLINE ORDERS!

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ WWW.TICKETPLACE.COM OR SILVIA @ VIPTICKETPLACE.COM \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\
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24Hrs.
(954) 524-2877
Call Me to Set up a
Free Consultation

DC

LAW OFFICE OF
DANIEL A. CALLAHAN, P.A.
TRIAL ATTORNEY
Tel: (954) 524-2877 | Fax: (954) 524-7666
320 SE 9th Street | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316
Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com | www.Callahanslaw.com
*You may qualify for the automatic “Clerk Withhold” options if charged with Driving While License Suspended.
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)BIG BALLERS From page 1A

Chris C. Jenkins

The mens championship game tips off at the eighth annual Memorial Big Ballers Basketball Tournament at the Seminole Recreation Gym on Dec. 1-3. Big Town players, left, and Plainsman players go for the ball tossed up by William Floyd, a special
guest and former Florida State University gridiron national champion.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Father and son are all smiles as they enjoy the action courtside at the Big Ballers Tournament.

The game gets intense as a player from Big Town defends against a
Plainsman shooter.

Chris C. Jenkins

Womens basketball players step up the competition at the Big Ballers
Basketball Tournament.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen and third place “Euro four-door car” winner Elliot Young and his wife, Jessica
Young, stand next to their customized Mercedes Benz.

Womens champions celebrate their victory at the eighth annual Memorial Big Ballers Basketball Tournament with their winnings and trophy at the
Seminole Recreation Gym Dec. 1-3.

Chris C. Jenkins

Classic cars line up to be judged at the car show.

Chris C. Jenkins

Car show organizer Eric Osceola shares a moment with Florida State
University football great William Floyd, who served as emcee and car show
judge.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal elder Betty Osceola sells beaded jewelry at the car show.

$t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt%FDFNCFS 

Seminole Fastpitch Softball
Team wins championship

Photo courtesy of Ruggy Jumper

Back row, from left: assistant coach Joe Collins, assistant coach Ron Ward, head coach BigShot Jumper, assistant
coach Robin Drayton and assistant coach Ruggy Jumper; Middle row: Claireese Billie, Tianna Baker, Dasani Frye,
Reanne Drayton, Amanda Lopez, Annie Jumper and Alexis Gonzalez; Front row: Hannah Ward, Alani Gonzalez, Kiauna
Martin, Bayleigh Kraft, Lauren Stancel and December Baker.
SUBMITTED BY MOSES JUMPER
Hollywood Recreation Director

HOLLYWOOD — The girls “12 and under” Seminole Fastpitch Softball Team recently won the
county recreation softball championship in a close and exciting game against The Sting from Silver Lakes,
)OD$OWKRXJKDWRQHSRLQWWKH6HPLQROHVZHUHGRZQWKH\WLHGXSWKHJDPHDQGZRQE\RQHSRLQWLQ
extra innings. Tribal member Kiauna Martin hit the winning run.
There are eight Tribal members on the team. Coach Moses Jumper said that although every team
member contributed to the win, Tribal member Claireese Billie “carried the team in her hitting.” He said,
“She’s probably one of our most improved players.” Dasani Frye also made some memorable plays. “Dasani
ZDVRQHRIRXUWRSSLWFKHUVDQGDOVRSOD\HG¿UVWEDVHDQGGLGDJRRGMREKLWWLQJ´KHVDLG
Annie Jumper was a notable player as well. “Annie did an outstanding job catching and hitting,”
Jumper added.
7KHWHDPSRVWHGDUHFRUGWKURXJKRXWWKHVHDVRQDQGTXDOL¿HGIRUWKHWHDPSOD\RIIVLQZKLFK
they went undefeated.
The team is coached by Moses Jumper, Ruggy Jumper, Joe Collins and Ron Ward. Moses Jumper
said that they have played together for two years. He said he hopes they can return to the Native American
Youth Organization (NAYO) softball tournament in Mississippi in the future. The winter season will begin
in January, and all Tribal girls are invited to come out for the team.
For more information, contact Joe Collins at the Seminole gym in Hollywood or Ruggy Jumper at the
+ROO\ZRRG7ULEDORI¿FH

)INFR

From page 1C
I’ve started barrel racing
and roping on the Pro Rodeo
circuit and am looking forward
to next year.”
The calf ropers worked
hard for their points with Josh
Jumper making it all the way
to the Short Go. However, his
¿QDO FDOI WRRN KLP RXW RI WKH
running. BruisedHead drew a
mean steer in the second round
that ran over him. Slamming
its head into his chest, it took
him out of the race for the gold.
Regional Finals Barrel
Racing Champion Bowers had
some great runs that took her
all the way to the Short Go.
+HU ¿QDO DYHUDJH RI 
put her in eighth position for
the championship.
The INFR Junior/Senior
Rodeos were an opportunity
Photo courtesy of Quick Shot Photo.com
for the EIRA participants to
Junior
barrel
racer
Dayra
Koenes
flies
through
the
barrels
at the INFR in Las Vegas, Nev.
shine. Growing up in the arena,
most of these youngsters got
their start riding sheep and
running the barrels on a lead line. Years of hard work won them a slot at the Finals, and they put their hearts into
the job at hand.
The 2011 EIRA Boy’s All Around and Junior Breakaway Roping Champion, Jobe Johns, made it through all
WKUHHURXQGVRIWKH-XQLRU6WHHU5LGLQJDQGDYHUDJHGHLJKWKLQWKHQDWLRQLQWKH¿QDOFRXQW
Fourteen-year-old Smedley has been riding rough stock since he was old enough to climb on a sheep. As this
\HDU¶V-XQLRU(,5$%XOO5LGLQJ&KDPSLRQKHKDVH[SDQGHGKLV¿HOGE\FRPSHWLQJLQWKH6RXWKHUQ3UR%XOO5LGLQJ
Association and on the Christian Rodeo Circuit.
“The points in Bull Riding are based on the performance of the rider and the bull,” Smedley said. “Unfortunately,
I drew one that didn’t want to do his job and left me with a poor score. But that’s the luck of the draw and I’m
already looking forward to next year.”
Competing against the best of the best in the Junior Breakaway, three of the Tribe’s outstanding young athletes
ZHUHFRXQWHGLQWKHQDWLRQDOWRS%OHY\QV-XPSHUUDQNHGWKLUG$QGUH-XPSHUWRRN¿IWKDQG-REH-RKQVHDUQHG
sixth.
It proved to be a tough barrel
pattern for Kalgary Johns, Koenes
and Budha Jumper running in their
respective divisions, but it didn’t
damper their spirits.
“I was thrilled to have the
chance to participate at the INFR,”
Dayra Koenes said. “The best part
was meeting so many other young
Native Americans who share the
same interests and enjoying the
company of my friends. I can’t wait
to get home and start preparing for
the next season.”
:LWKFRQWHVWDQWVY\LQJIRU
the World Championship in each
of the major events, Tour Rodeos
have become an important part of
the qualifying process. The Tour
Rodeos hosted by the EIRA in
2011 have been recognized by the
INFR as two of their major events
of the year. Many of this year’s
World Champions traveled across
the country to earn their qualifying
Photo courtesy of Quick Shot Photo.com points in the Big Cypress and
Leanna Billie won two golf buckles in the Ladies Breakaway Roping at the 2011 INFR. Brighton arenas.
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REQUIRED

The claims-ﬁling period
is about to end.

To receive a payment
you must ﬁle a claim
by December 27, 2011.
For free assistance ﬁling a claim:

call 1-888-233-5506
or visit www.IndianFarmClass.com.
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)WARRIORS
From page 1C

Warriors boys team shows some promise

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee’s Matthew Bluebird dribbles his way past the Cape Coral
Christian Crusaders defense in the second half of his team’s seasonopening game on Dec. 1 in Immokalee.

Stoots said she spent some time in efforts to bridge the age
gap between the older and younger players, with the team’s 11
players ranging from 10 to 17 years old.
“That’s a huge difference in terms of maturity,” Stoots
said. “So what we did was match the older players up with
the younger ones. It’s like a big sister/little sister thing we
have here. The older players are responsible for encouraging
the younger ones on and off the court. They’ll encourage the
younger players by actions such as writing cards to them and
even giving each of them a bottle of Gatorade before game. It’s
a team-building concept that has worked out really well.”
$QGDOOWKDWKDVKHOSHGWKH/DG\:DUULRUVZLQWKHLU¿UVW
four games with relative ease, as evidence by their blowouts
DJDLQVW+LDOHDK(GXFDWLRQDO$FDGHP\ZLWKDVFRUHRI
6W -RKQ 1HXPDQQ1DSOHV  /D%HOOH  DQG .LQJ¶V
$FDGHP\&OHZLVWRQ
7KH /DG\:DUULRUV ¿QLVKHG WKH ¿UVW KDOI RI WKHLU VHDVRQ
with road games against Moore Haven and Donahue AcademyAve Maria.
7KH /DG\ :DUULRUV ZLOO ¿QLVK WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI WKH
 VHDVRQ ZLWK ¿YH RI VHYHQ KRPH JDPHV DJDLQVW
WKH IROORZLQJ WHDPV .LQJ¶V $FDGHP\&OHZLVWRQ RQ -DQ 
Cape Coral Christian on Jan. 10, LaBelle on Jan. 17, their
KRPHFRPLQJJDPHDJDLQVW0RRUH+DYHQRQ-DQDQGWKHLU
VHDVRQ¿QDOHDJDLQVW'RQDKXH$FDGHP\RQ-DQ
7KH WHDP¶V ¿QDO WZR URDG JDPHV DUH DJDLQVW 6W -RKQ
1HXPDQQ1DSOHVRQ-DQDQG+LDOHDK(GXFDWLRQDO$FDGHP\
Hialeah on Jan. 12.
“We’ve been trying to focus on bringing them all together
as one program, one family, one team,” Stoots said. “It has
been a challenge at times, but I think it’s really showing on the
court. I’m really proud of them for that.”

The new addition of players like Ahfachkee senior
Jonathan Robbins has provided a much-welcome spark to a
team that suited just six players last season.
Under the coaching leadership of Big Cypress Tribal
FLWL]HQV&LFHUR2VFHROD¿UVW\HDUKHDGFRDFKDQG-RVK-XPSHU
¿UVW\HDU DVVLVWDQW FRDFK WKH WHDP¶V HQWKXVLDVP VXGGHQO\
grew from last year – and it has truly shown on the court.
7KRXJKWKHER\VORVWWKHLU¿UVWWKUHHJDPHVRIWKHVHDVRQ
±WR&DSH&RUDO&KULVWLDQLQWKHVHDVRQRSHQHU
WR,PPRNDOHHLQWKHKRPHRSHQHUDQGWR/D%HOOHRQWKH
road – there seems to be a feeling that they’ll likely win at least
a few games this season.
Robbins has almost single-handedly carried his team
WKURXJK WKH VHDVRQ¶V ¿UVW WKUHH JDPHV ± KH KDV DYHUDJHG D
WHDPKLJKSRLQWVSHUJDPH+RZHYHUVWDWLVWLFVGRQ¶WWHOO
the whole story as to how the boys are expected to grow as the
season rolls along.
There are now 10 players on this year’s team – a positive
thing because not all of them will have to be on the court for
WKH IXOO  PLQXWHV RI UHJXODWLRQ JLYLQJ WKH SOD\HUV PXFK
welcomed rest from time to time.
“We’re going through growing pains right now,” Osceola
said. “They’re learning, but we haven’t caught up as a team
yet...But as you see, they have a lot of heart and they don’t
give up. They’ll get it together and play pretty decent in a few
games.”
Osceola considers this season as a learning curve for his
boys.
“When you learn how to play against tougher teams, it
ERRVWVWKHFRQ¿GHQFHRIRXUNLGV´2VFHRODVDLG³(YHQWKRXJK
Immokalee beat us bad, they didn’t give up. In the second half,
it always seems as if we play tougher.”
Osceola said his team could have had a chance to win their
URDG JDPH DJDLQVW /D%HOOH ¿JKWLQJ EDFN IURP D VHHPLQJO\
LQVXUPRXQWDEOHKDOIWLPHGH¿FLWWRWKH&RZER\V
“We played nowhere near where we should have,”
Osceola said. “Keep in mind that we opened the season up
with three games in three days. Our kids got to get mentally
sound to the point that they won’t get tired, but it’s going to
take some time.”
This year’s team consists of: Christian Anderson, Jonah
Alvarado, Roderick Bert, Corbin Billie, Matthew Bluebird,
Quenton Cypress, Nathaniel Jim, Pratt, Robbins and Uriah
Waggerby.
7KHER\VUHFRUGLVDVRI'HF7KH\SOD\HGRQWKH
road against Moore Haven and Donahue Academy-Ave Maria
WR¿QLVKRXWWKH¿UVWKDOIRIWKHLUVHDVRQ
They will complete their second season with seven of
eight games at home: against Cape Coral Christian on Jan.
 &KDUWHU RI %R\QWRQ %HDFK RQ -DQ  /D%HOOH RQ -DQ
 0RRUH +DYHQ RQ -DQ  IRU WKHLU KRPHFRPLQJ JDPH
Heartland Christian on Jan. 20, American Prep Academy on
-DQDQG'RQDKXH$FDGHP\-DQIRUWKHVHDVRQ¿QDOH
7KHER\V¶¿QDOURDGJDPHRIWKHVHDVRQLVRQ-DQDJDLQVW
Heartland Christian in Sebring.
Osceola said he expects to see a lot of improvement as far
as team play goes.
,IWKHER\VVFRUHLQWKH¿UVWKDOIRIJDPHVDVPXFKDV±
or even more than – they do in the second half, expect to see
VRPHZLQVRQWKHLU¿QDOUHFRUG
“I’ll wait until the end,” Osceola said. “We’re not
worried about who we’re playing. It’s all about playing with
defense, fundamentals and heart. Just watch; you’ll see a lot of
improvement in our boys.”

Naji Tobias

The Ahfachkee Warriors boys team groups up. The team is hopeful that they will see some improvement.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors freshman Sabre Billie attempts a long range jumper against St. John Neumann of Naples on Nov. 17. The Lady Warriors won
61-40.

Ahfachkee’s Jonathan Robbins (team-high 19 points)
goes up for a high-flying layup during his team’s 5225 loss to the LaBelle Cowboys on Dec. 3.

Naji Tobias

The Ahfachkee Warriors girls team gets together. They’ve had a strong season so far.

If you have DirecTV bulk programming* you have access
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*What? Don’t have DirecTV or the Seminole Channel? Call Seminole Media Productions at (954) 985-5703 today.
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