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BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

Chris C. Jenkins

Newly crowned Miss Seminole Princess Cassandra Jimmie and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Lorelei Tommie soak in the moment as outgoing Jr. Miss Stevie Brantley and Miss Seminole Brittany Smith adjust their tiaras.

0LVV-U0LVV)ORULGD6HPLQROH&URZQHGLQUG(GLWLRQRI3DJHDQW
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — The journey toward becoming the Tribe’s next representative in royalty
took place in the 53rd annual Miss Florida Seminole
Princess Pageant among dozens of eager family and
friends at the Hollywood Headquarters Auditorium.
Cassandra Jimmie and Lorelei Tommie claimed
the crowns as the new Miss and Jr. Miss Florida
Seminole July 31. Both were among seven contestants overall from four of the reservations with the
theme pageant title, Clans - Our Family, Our Children, Our Future.
“I felt so excited and my heart was racing. I felt
so overjoyed,” said Jimmie, an 18-year-old student
at Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Orlando from the Immokalee Reservation. “Now I just
want to represent the Tribe to the best of my ability.”
The experience also proved equally surreal for
incoming 15-year-old Big Cypress resident and Jr.

Miss Florida Seminole Tommie after trying two previous times for the crown.
³,WKRXJKWLWZDVDPLVWDNHDW¿UVW´%LUG&ODQ
member Tommie said. “I really started preparing
hard this year and really wanted it. I can not wait to
announce myself as part of where I am from.”
The accomplishments of Jimmie and Tommie
ended a two-year run of Miss Princess reigns from
the Brighton Reservation.
The contestants focused on three areas: traditional clothing, impromptu question answer and a
talent portion which included: poetry, legend/storytelling and traditional demonstrations such as basket
and shaker making.
“It is amazing we [as a Tribe] are still continuing with this 53 years later,” said Wanda Bowers,
Princess Committee chairwoman. “To be Ms./Jr.
Seminole you have to have heart. It is not just your
reservation, but the entire Tribe you are representing.”
7KHSDWKWRWKHFRURQDWLRQRI¿FLDOO\EHJDQPLG

week on July 28 with orientation, dinners, rehearsals
and photos. Judging also began for each contestant
during this time.
Pageant judges and newly crowned Miss Florida U.S.A Lissette Garcia and Dakota Brant Miss
Indian World of the Mohawk Nation Turtle Clan of
the Six Nations Grand River Territory said a number
of factors held importance to them throughout the
week in helping determine their choice.
“It was an exciting experience,” Garcia said. “I
was looking for someone [as the new royalty] that
was down to earth, humble and would appreciate being the Seminole Princess.” “I also gained a lot more
knowledge of the Seminoles especially as a foundation of this state,” Garcia continued.
“I was looking for someone who knew who they
were as a person,” Brant said. “A girl that wanted to
learn was important too.”

)Please see PAGEANT on page A7

ORLANDO — About 300 Tribal citizens and family members from the Brighton and Tampa Reservations enjoyed pure
luxury at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando as they expanded their knowledge during the Brighton Family Conference.
Formerly known as the Brighton Youth Conference, the
newly named conference was held July 25-30 and included classes for all youth grade levels, as well as three adult classes.
The classes were taught by different speakers brought in
from outside companies such as Communities In Schools, a student empowerment organization in Okeechobee, and Ties that
Bind, a team building company located in Titusville. Many Tribal
departments also informed on what they have to offer.
“Hopefully they’ll look into those programs and see which
direction they want to go,” Tribal citizen Alice Sweat said. “Maybe they’ll interest one of the children and hopefully they’ll stay
on the right path and take one of those positions.”
Participating Tribal departments included the Seminole Police Department, Fire Rescue, Community Care for the Elderly,
Culture, Family Services, Recreation, Fitness, Health and the Finance Department.
7RSLFV WRXFKHG XSRQ LQFOXGHG GUXJV DOFRKRO ¿UH VDIHW\
EXGJHWLQJKHDOWKDQG¿WQHVVDQGPDQ\PRUHKHOSIXOOLIHVNLOOV
“I learned in
Seminole Police Department that if you
do drugs you don’t
know what you are
doing,” sixth-grader
Chloe Chalfant said.
“[SPD] had this box
and said there was a
snake in it, and if you
were doing drugs
you would stick your
hand in there because
you don’t know what
you’re doing.”
The Recreation
and Fitness Departments got the participants up and moving
with physical activities. Recreation took
the classes to the
basketball courts and
pool for some exerRachel Buxton
cise while Natasha
The adults have fun as they are challenged in
Perez from the Fitness Department in- the ropes course.

)Please see FAMILY on page 2A
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fect your personal, family,
ZRUN VRFLDO DQG ¿QDQFLDO
life. We are all survivors in
MARCO ISLAND — Each year the one way or another.”
Seminole Wellness Conference gets bigger
“Loss, grief, abuses
and better. The 2010 17th annual Confer- and addiction take on many
ence, held at the Marco Island Hilton from forms and we must be
July 18-23, was no exception. With an en- strong to deal with these
thusiastic crowd coming from all the Semi- traumatic events in our lives
nole Reservations and communities, the and prevent them from adparticipants numbered more than 400 dur- versely shaping our future,”
ing the week-long event.
she continued. “Don’t be
The extraordinary agenda ensured that deceived by thinking that
everyone found countless items of interest. addiction is all about drugs
The term “wellness” covers a broad spec- and alcohol. When you altrum of topics such as physical, mental and low something to take conspiritual wholeness. As director of the Sem- trol of your actions and
inole Family Services Department, Helene WKRXJKWV \RX DUH ÀLUWLQJ
Buster coordinated representatives from with addiction. Diabetes,
Judy Weeks
Recovery, Health, Fitness, Culture, Educa- obesity, smoking, gamtion and Recreation Departments, as well EOLQJSK\VLFDODQG¿QDQFLDO Lions, tigers and clowns roamed through the Big Top at the Wellas Tribal citizen volunteers to implement abuse are just a few of the ness Conference Banquet.
scores of activities and presentations to as- dangerous traps that wait to
sist, support and inspire personal wellness. catch us.”
The guest speakers focused upon health
“This year the focus is on you,” said
The conference kicked into high gear
issues,
child welfare, substance abuse, unBuster. “Seminoles in Recovery put togeth- on July 19 when many of the Tribal leaders
er this conference and that means you! Like participated in opening commentaries, gave GHUVWDQGLQJ$WWHQWLRQ'H¿FLW+\SHUDFWLYLW\
Disorder (ADHD) and other childhood disa well-trained army, strength comes in sup- personal testimony and encouragement.
port and numbers. Wellness takes in a broad
In summary, President Richard Bow- RUGHUV ¿QDQFLDO VWDELOLW\ FRPPXQLW\ DQG
expanse of the human experience. Choices, ers Jr. said, “Recognize yourself during the family involvement, mentoring, recovery,
self-control, relationships and respect af- presentations. We are all family and need grief, gambling, spiritual wellness, self-help
to take care groups, warning signs and relapse.
The motivational speakers came from
of each other.
across
the nation and had been carefully seThat is why we
are here. We OHFWHG EDVHG RQ WKHLU H[SHUWLVH RQ VSHFL¿F
DUH ¿JKWLQJ DQ topics and past presentations.
)RUPDQ\WKLVZDVQRWWKHLU¿UVWDSSHDUup hill battle
ance
at the Seminole Wellness Conferences,
of recovery for
but
their
material was fresh and innovative
our culture, language, family DQG WKH\ TXLFNO\ LGHQWL¿HG ZLWK WKHLU DXrelations, elders dience. This year’s line up included Doug
and abusers. Be Cox, John Bird, Jeff Iserson, Kristi Hill, Dr.
supportive and Bartlette, Dr. Schwarz Cohen, Sonya Beaninclude those land, Rick Benson, Dan Kirschenbaum,
around you in Charlie Tiger and Geraldine Osceola.
Past conferences have made construcfellowship. Retive
use of Tribal citizens whenever poshabilitation is
something that sible, but this year their role was expanded
you must work to include group sessions with both men and
to achieve, and women. Geraldine Osceola concentrated on
remember, you self-help groups and the various stages of
recovery, chemical dependency counseling
Judy Weeks only get back
From left, Julie Toma, Edna McDufﬁe and Barbara Billie share important health what you put
into it.”
)Please see WELLNESS on page 2A
information during their presentation of “Making the Connection.”
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

Chris C. jenkins

Incumbent Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Manuel Mondo Tiger, right, is sworn into ofﬁce in front
of Seminole Agency Bureau of Indian Affairs Superintendent Keith Neves, far left, and event emcee
Moses Jumper Jr., second from left, during induction ceremonies at the Herman L. Osceola Gym Aug.
13. Other elected ofﬁcials, as well as family and friends joined Tiger for the gathering.

63'&LWL]HQV3ROLFH$FDGHP\
&HOHEUDWHV*UDGXDWLRQRI)LUVW6HULHV
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Teaching about
law enforcement and police work perspective, the SPD Citizens Police Academy
reaches out and offers citizens an opportunity to gain a better understanding about the
welfare and safety of their community.
“Our goal is to provide a glimpse behind the scenes of law enforcement with a
program developed to build trust and respect,” said Citizens Police Academy Coordinator Sgt. George Gonzalez. “We need
your commitment to make your community
a safer place to live and raise your families.
Creating a balance between authority and
responsibility establishes a strong bond between the police force and the community
it serves.”

INSIDE:

The third class of the SPD Citizens Police Academy graduated at the Big Cypress
SPD Headquarters on the evening of July
15. The initial 10-week course enrollment
included 14 candidates, and resulted in 10
graduates. The course comprised a threehour session per week for nine weeks with a
QHZLQVWUXFWRUHDFKWLPHDQGD¿QDOJUDGXation event.
Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep.
Paul Bowers Sr. assisted Sgt. Gonzalez in
distribution of diplomas to Candy Cypress,
Sara Osceola, Mornin Osceola, Eldeen Tecumseh, Sheila Billie Bevenue, Sue Jane
Cypress, Shelli Mae Osceola, Vera Herrera,
Hilda Lozano and Naji Tobias.
“Our own people want to serve and protect,” said Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. “Knowl-

)Please see ACADEMY on page 2A
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)WELLNESS
From page 1A

Judy Weeks

The tall lady on stilts dances with a little
lion at the Wellness Conference Banquet.

and continuing sobriety. Charlie Tiger examined the pitfalls of compulsive gambling and
the chain reaction of its consequences.
Native American John Bird tackled the
GLI¿FXOWWRSLFRIVSLULWXDOLW\EHLQJFKDOOHQJHG
and covered up by addictions.
“We are born with our culture and heritage beliefs,” he said. “It is important that we
nurture these and draw upon the strength and
protection that we derive from our creator.
According to an old saying, ‘To err is human,
but to forgive is divine.’ ”
“A basic ingredient of the recovery process is to forgive oneself for past indiscretions, recognize your problems, make responsible choices and develop self-respect,” Bird
continued. “You must love yourself before
you can share your love with others.”
Among the most outstanding presentations was the theatrical skit by Allied Health
and Seminole Health and Fitness Departments. Playing the roles of the heart, kidneys,
liver and pancreas, staff members acted out
the effects of diabetes, smoking, dietary risks,
high blood pressure, high cholesterol, abuse
of prescription drugs and lack of exercise.
“Making the Connection” was a big hit with
the audience and drove home the seriousness

of poor health choices before addressing responsible food selection and portions.
While the adults attended seminars, the
younger generation was divided into two
groups. The 5- to 8-year-olds attended art and
craft classes, talked about health and exercise
and discussed responsible behavior. Nine- to
16-year-olds participated in advanced group
discussions on eating habits, peer pressure,
pitfalls of addictions, health issues, respect
and cultural awareness. Both groups took part
LQ¿HOGWULSVWRDPXVHPHQWSDUNVPRYLHVDQG
¿WQHVVDFWLYLWLHV
The highlight of each afternoon was the
personal testimonies provided by Seminoles
LQ5HFRYHU\7KHDXGLHQFHTXLFNO\LGHQWL¿HG
with each of the speakers, shared in the pain
of their problems and the stressful transition
to recovery. These presentations are often
quite emotional for both the speakers and listeners but provide an overwhelming feeling
of support and awareness.
“Our goal did not include breaking records but this year we exceeded our expectations on many counts,” Buster said. “Getting
up for a 6 a.m. walk on the beach is no easy
task, but we had the largest group participation at any of our conferences. We started out
on Monday with 104 people and the number
just kept growing until we reached 114. We
had a total of 160 people taking part and the
least number was 93. The most important

SDUWRIWKLVLVWKHIDFWWKDWZH¿QLVKHGZLWKD or their evening attire. Makeup artists, jugstrong count.”
glers, a lady on stilts, a magician, balloon art“Each of our seminars took place with ist and contortionist created the atmosphere
a full audience and the immediate feed back of a circus big top. Following an exquisite
has been extraordinary,” continued Buster. EXIIHW WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV MRLQHG LQ WKH ÀRRU“Evening attendance at the AA meetings, show and proved that sobriety can be fun.
women’s group and
culture has escalated
from previous years
and our closing sobriety count down
is 503 years, six
months and six days.
It is important to
note that you made
these things happen
and you are why we
are here! The focus
is on you!”
The closing dinner party took place
on the night of July
22 at 7 p.m. and revolved around a circus theme. Helene
and Andy Buster
greeted guests in
red and black tuxedos with top hats as
Judy Weeks
ringmasters and conference attendees ar- Chairman Mitchell Cypress joined staff members of the 17th annual Wellness
rived in circus garb Conference at the circus-themed dinner banquet.

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

Herbert Jim shares the importance of culture and spiritualism with the young Tribal citizens.

During testimony, Harry Billie gives insight into his
past, present and struggle to achieve sobriety.

Blackfoot motivational speaker John Bird explains
that one must love and respect himself before interacting positively with others.

Trail Liaison William Osceola and Norman “Skeeter” Bowers discuss the topics presented at the Wellness Conference.

IRUWKHGHGLFDWLRQRIWKHRI¿FHUVWKH6:$7
Team and a better understanding of the
From page 1A
methods used during domestic violence and
DUPHGFRQÀLFWV
The graduates and their guests attended
edge is powerful and this program has given
them an opportunity to understand what a generous barbecue buffet following the
kind of situations come before our police ceremony.
RI¿FHUVDQGWKHUHDVRQIRUWKHLUUHDFWLRQV´
A new topic was introduced at
each session that included ways to
apprehend an offender, self-protection, a Taser demonstration, the use
of police dogs, MILO simulation, a
mock crime scene simulation and
witness observation training.
“The enthusiasm of the participants in this class was astounding,”
said SPD Chief William Latchford.
“The more they learned, the more
they wanted to know. Three of
these academy classes have been
RIIHUHGE\63'ZLWKWKH¿UVWWZR
taking place in Hollywood. This is
our largest enrollment to date and
following the Big Cypress graduation, the goal of the program is to
reach out to each of the reservations.”
The graduation ceremony got
underway with an opening prayer
by Joe Osceola Sr. and Tori Osceola sang the National Anthem. A
short video presentation recapped
the students’ experiences during
the training course and enlightened
the audience on the program curriculum.
Judy Weeks
At the conclusion of the presentation, the graduates addressed Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., right, assists SPD
the assembly expressing their sat- Sgt. George Gonzalez in the presentation of diplomas to
isfaction with the program, respect graduates of the SPD Citizens Police Academy.

)ACADEMY

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Javaris Johnson gets a little exercise jumping rope during the Recreation
Department’s class.

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. speaks to high school
students on Tribal government.

Rachel Buxton

Third graders see the K-9 dog in action.

)FAMILY
From page 1A

Judy Weeks

Graduates of the SPD Citizens Police Academy in Big Cypress received their diplomas after completing a nine-week law enforcement course.
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WURGXFHGDOLWWOH/DWLQÀDYRULQWRWKHJURXS
by teaching the merengue dance.
“We’ve done it with the adults, the
children, we’ve done it with the high school
students and it looks like it’s working,” Perez said about the dance. “It’s getting them to
liven up a little bit and bring their personalities out.”
The organizers added new teachings for
the older youth this year, including a youth
panel comprised of Tribal citizens D’Anna

Advertising:
Advertising rates along with sizes and other
information may be downloaded from the
internet at:

Osceola, Jarrid Smith and Brittany Smith.
The youth panel spoke to students from the
older grades about goals, dreams and opportunities. They gave personal examples
and told personal stories to help mentor the
youth.
Another addition to the conference was
a lesson given by Brighton Tribal Council
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. on how Tribal
government works. Rep. Bowers spoke to
the sixth to 12th graders on the importance
of knowing how government, particularly
their Tribal government, runs.
“The high school people are going to be
eligible to take part in selecting these people

somewhere down the road very soon,” Rep.
%RZHUVVDLGDERXWHOHFWLQJ7ULEDORI¿FLDOV
“I want them to know that regardless of
who’s on the Tribal government or Tribal
council the people are the bosses.”
Each year the conference continues to
grow with more and more families attending. With the growth the conference has become known as the Brighton Family Conference as it is no longer just geared toward
the Tribal youth. “We’re trying to keep the
family unity there,” Sweat said. “As the
children go to class, the parents go to class
too.”
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%LJ&\SUHVV7ULEDO&RXQFLO(OHFWLRQ5HVXOWV$QQRXQFHG 7ULEDO&RXQFLO+ROGV0HHWLQJLQ%LJ&\SUHVV
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Tribal Council Secretary Priscilla
Sayen announces the ofﬁcial voting results of the special election
for the ofﬁce of the Big Cypress
Reservation Tribal Council Representative on Aug. 6. Among the
nine candidates running for the
position, Manuel Mondo Tiger won
with a total of 76 votes (73 from
the Big Cypress and Immokalee
communities and three by absentee vote).

Chris C. Jenkins

BIG CYPRESS – The Seminole Tribe
of Florida’s Tribal Council convened at
the Big Cypress Community Center for its
monthly meeting and passed 30 resolutions,
including:
Resolution 13: Service line agreement
between Centurylink and Seminole Tribe of
Florida for location of a telephone line to the
Sports Complex Building – Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation.
Resolution 17: 2010 lease agreement
between Peterson’s Harley Davidson of Miami and the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
Resolution 22: Approval of agreement
with Native American Construction, LLC
for construction of the east parking lot expansion at the Seminole Indian Casino – Immokalee.
5HVROXWLRQ5DWL¿FDWLRQRIWKH6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD ¿OPLQJ SHUPLVVLRQ
letter granting Rakontur Short Form, LLC

SHUPLVVLRQWR¿OPWKH$FWLRQ)LJKW/HDJXH
MMA at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and
Casino on the Hollywood Seminole Indian
Reservation.
Resolution 32: Seminole Brands, L.L.C.
and Cherokee Tobacco Company LLC
trademark license agreement with Seminole
Tribe of Florida to license the mark “Seminole” regarding the manufacture and sale of
cigarettes and other tobacco products.
Resolution 33: CBS Outdoor Inc.,
bulletin advertising agreement for Billie
Swamp Safari.
Resolution 35: The formation of a Tribal truancy committee and policy to address
truancy in schools Tribalwide.
Resolution 37: First amendment to
lease-industrial commercial between the
Seminole Tribe of Florida D/B/A Seminole
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino – Hollywood
(tenant) and the Guardian Life Insurance
Co. of America (landlord); limited waiver of
VRYHUHLJQLPPXQLW\UDWL¿FDWLRQ

6HPLQROH7ULEHDQG2NHHFKREHH&RXQW\.HHS:HVWHUQ+HULWDJH$OLYHDW1DWLRQDO&DWWOH'ULYH

“They sponsor the wagons and all the cattle that
will be in the cattle drive,” said Dennis Deveaugh,
manager of the livestock wagons, carriages and horsOKEECHOBEE — Cowboys, cowgirls and es. “They were driving cattle here in Florida long
spectators lined the streets of downtown Okeechobee before anybody else was, so they are the original
to take part in the National Day of the American cowboy.”
The cattle drive began at the west end of town
Cowboy cattle drive on July 24.
Each year the Seminole Tribe is a major sponsor with politicians, community members, and members
of the event, continuing its longstanding relationship of the Cattlemen’s Association herding more than 50
with Okeechobee County, as well as maintaining its head of cattle, and ending at the Agri Civic Center,
where vendors were set up selling western knickcultural heritage.
knacks.
Shootout
demonstrations were held before the ranch rodeo
kicked off bringing riders from various ranches.
The National Day
of the Cowboy organization was founded in
 DQG LV D QRQSUR¿W
The resolution that was
started to help preserve
America’s cowboy heriWDJH ZDV ¿UVW SDVVHG E\
the U.S. Senate in July
2005.
This year marked
the organization’s sixth
annual National Day of
the Cowboy with towns
throughout the country
taking part in the festivities with arts, celebraRachel Buxton
tions, gatherings, rodeos
The Seminole Tribe of Florida sponsored the old time carriages in the national cattle drive. and community activities.
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Barbara Billie represents the Seminole Tribe in the National Day of the American Cowboy cattle drive.

6HPLQROH&DVLQRV3DUWQHU7RZDUG&DQLQH$GRSWLRQV

Chris C. Jenkins

Rachel Buxton

Roger Smith, center, rides horseback representing the original cowboy.
Chris C. Jenkins

Left photo, Jennifer Brant, of Sunrise, shows off the newest addition to
her family, the newly adopted 2-month-old Labrador retriever Jasmine,
at the Hollywood Classic Casino Aug. 5. Her pet was one of many breeds
of homeless dogs available as part of the three Broward County Seminole Casinos’ unique Big Dogg a Day public adoptions campaign, with
the Humane Society of Broward County, Broward Animal Care and the
Florida Humane Society. The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino and
the Coconut Creek Casino also partook in the event held Aug. 4-6 and
collected food and toys Aug. 9-13. Right photo, SMP reporter Briana Abittan, left, interviews Lisa Mendheim, public relations coordinator for the
Broward County’s Animal Care & Regulations Divisions.

%HVWRI%HVW(QWHUWDLQHUV*R+HDGWR+HDGLQ$QQXDO6HPLQROH6XSHUVWDU)LQDOV

Chris C. Jenkins

Left photo, Tiffany Rosario, middle, of the Seminole Classic Casino Hollywood, is on stage with fellow competitors and supporters
Aug. 9 after winning the grand prize of $5,000 in the annual Seminole Superstar Finals which celebrated the Tribe’s best in entertainment. Rosario was among six ﬁnalists in several genres including song, comedy, and magic from each of the Seminole casinos
to partake in the event held at the Hard Rock Live. The evening also featured a special weight loss award presented to the Tampa
Hard Rock employees, as well as a Michael Jackson tribute. Photo above, the judges critique ardently in “American Idol” style.
Chris C. Jenkins

$7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

MablLnff^k
We invite you
to visit the shops
and restaurants
in La Piazza,
Ave Maria!
Publix is now
open to all and
located only
5 miles from the
Immokalee Casino
and 40 miles west
of Big Cypress
Reservation.

Visit www.AveMaria.com
for a full list of shops
and restaurants.
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63'&LWL]HQV3ROLFH
$FDGHP\·V&ODVV)HDWXUHV
0RWRUF\FOH3UHVHQWDWLRQ
Left photo, Seminole Police Department Sgt. James Boudreaux speaks to Tribal academy students on June 21, at
the SPD’s Public Safety Building, about the new Harley Davidson motorcycle that SPD purchased recently. The 2010
Harley Davidson Road King-Police Edition bike features the
red, yellow, black and white Seminole colors – a combination not seen on any other motorcycle on the road today.
“The whole key behind the paint was to better represent
the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” Sgt. Boudreaux said. “Here
at SPD, we take great pride in representing our Tribal members in everything we do.” Bottom left, Sgt. Boudreaux gets
ready to take off on the Harley. Below, Sgt. Boudreaux, left,
shows Big Cypress Tribal academy student Mornin Osceola
how the SPD motorcycle plays a role in the department’s
operations.

Chris C. Jenkins

Naji Tobias

Tiffany Rosario of the Hollywood Seminole Classic Casino is the winner of
the Seminole Classic Casino Talent Show. Rosario won ﬁrst place prize,
$2,000, and was among nine other acts to perform July 19 at the Seminole
Paradise Live.

Chris C. Jenkins
Naji Tobias

Hard Rock employee Erik Rodriguez accepts his $2,000 ﬁrst place check as
part of the sixth annual Team Member Seminole Hard Rock Talent Show.

Naji Tobias

+LS+RS$UWLVW6WHSKHQ%LOOLH$LPVWR%HFRPHWKH)LUVW(YHU6XFFHVVIXO6HPLQROH5DSSHU
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

BOCA RATON — On June 28, Tribal citizen and
aspiring Seminole hip-hop artist Stephen Billie put in
some quality time at his home-built music studio, creating some songs in his recording booth.
While in the studio room, Billie, 24, reminisced
upon his childhood upbringing and how he used it to
IXHOKLVGULYHWREHFRPHWKH7ULEH¶V¿UVWHYHUFRPPHUcially successful rapper.
Overcoming a series of tragedies and setbacks in
his young life, Billie translated the experiences into his
music.
,QZKDW¶VSHUKDSVKLV¿UVWORYHDVIDUDVFDUHHUDVpirations are concerned, Billie also logged in some time
creating a few of his own beats and sounds – something
not everyone does in the music industry today.
Recently, Billie enlisted former Fat Boys rapper
Prince Markie D to work with him on his budding rap
career at Circle House Studios in Miami, a popular stu-

dio regularly used by some of the music industry’s top
artists, including Alicia Keys, DJ Khaled and Rick Ross.
The two met in 2008, shortly after Billie competed
in the Seminole Star Search competition at the Seminole
Hard Rock in Hollywood.
Currently, the two collaborate at the Miami studio
RQDZHHNO\EDVLVDV%LOOLHVWULYHVWRFRPSOHWHKLV¿UVW
full-length album for commercial release in the not-toodistant future.
As of this moment, Billie has not been signed to a
major label record deal. However, he hopes it could happen at some point.
Question: You say
you’re trying to become
WKH ¿UVWHYHU VXFFHVVIXO
Seminole rapper in history. As an aspiring rapper, how does that feel for
you?
Stephen Billie: I
don’t know; it’s just that
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Tribal hip-hop artist Stephen Billie is in his home studio on June 28, creating some beats for
an as-yet-untitled track to be placed on a future album. To date, Billie has produced six Tribeexclusive albums, which include “Rez World Wrecker” and “Dem SFL (Seminole For Life) Boys”
– his ﬁrst two album recordings.

somebody has to do it. We have a message and a way of
life that people in the outside world don’t know about.
And the people that do know about us just know about
the Hard Rock and that we get money. I think it’s insulting to us because it’s not just about the money. It’s about
everything we’ve been through on the reservations.
People assume we’re just making money and living this
wonderful life, but really, it’s not like that. There’s a
whole different side to it. And that’s what’s driving me
to be successful rapper, I think.
Question: What’s your message going to be about
as you try to break into the rap industry?
Stephen Billie: It’s going to be about
the life of a Seminole Indian. It’s going
to about my experiences, what I’ve been
WKURXJKP\LQÀXHQFHVLQP\PXVLFDQG
what I listened to when I was growing
up. I listen to all different kinds of music,
not just rap. I also listen to R & B, country, pop and 50s music. My dad, Steve
Osceola, listened to Lynyrd Skynyrd
when I was young. My mom, Rita Billie,
listened to Alanis Morrisette. All these
different artists and genres I listened to in
my life, you’ll see that in my music.
Question: Talk about how you began to work on your music.
Stephen Billie: I’m going to be honest with you, I didn’t know computer
software as far as music was concerned
until I found out about beats, production
and instrumentals on the Internet. Before
that, all I knew was about my CD recordLQJDQG'-WKLQJ7KH¿UVWWKLQJ,NQHZ
about computers and music recording,
I learned to record my laptop to the CD
recorder and freestyle on other people’s
beats. Then, I wanted to have my own
studio in my apartment.
Question: You spend a lot of time
using your studio equipment. With a
home-built booth room in place, explain
how all that helped your drive.
Stephen Billie: I wanted to build me
Naji tobias a studio in my room. And then one day,
Stephen Billie performs several of his original when I went to a music store, I told somerap tracks at the Seminole Arts and Music Fes- one I want to make beats. A guy told me
tival on May 1 in Big Cypress, including one of I need to get a laptop, a piano, a DJ interface where I could plug my microphone
his favorites, “I’m a Seminole.”

Guy J. Seligman
Proudly Serving the Seminole Tribe of Florida for 20 Years

Driver’s License Repair
Maybe We Can Help?
Please Call
(954) 760-7600
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on advertisement. Guy J. Seligman
ZRUNHGDVD&HUWL¿HG/HJDO,QWHUQLQWKH6WDWH$WWRUQH\DQG3XEOLF'HIHQGHU¶V2I¿FHVLQ'DGHDQG%URZDUG&RXQWLHV
+HKDVEHHQLQSULYDWHSUDFWLFHIRU\HDUV+HJUDGXDWHGIURP1RYD6RXWKHDVWHUQ8QLYHUVLW\/DZ6FKRROLQDQG
ZDVDGPLWWHGWRWKH)ORULGD%DULQ

and headphones and a Pro Tools device. After that, I
wanted to start recording in the studio.
Question: You credit Carradine Billie and Markell
Billie, both of the Seminole rap group Savage Money, as
WKH¿UVW6HPLQROHUDSSHUVLQWKH7ULEH¶VKLVWRU\+RZGR
you plan to separate yourself from them?
Stephen Billie: Carradine and Markell are both my
cousins; they’ve been doing it since 2000. What I want
to do different is take my talents worldwide, Seminole
style.
Question: How do you plan to move forward from
this point on?
Stephen Billie: I want the people out there to know
everything about my life. I want them to feel my pain.
I want to be a rapper that could relate to everybody, regardless of where at in their lives. As long as I could do
that, then I’ll be alright.

Naji tobias

Stephen Billie raps from his home-built booth in a studio
session on June 28.
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Seminole Fire Rescue ﬁreﬁghters test out the water hose in the live training drill conducted on June 16 at the Fire Rescue’s training ground facility in Big Cypress.

With temperatures approaching 100 degrees, the ﬁreﬁghters take a break to cool off.

In the Seminole Fire Rescue’s ﬁrst live ﬁre training on June 16, ﬁreﬁghters clad in bunker gear,
safely and effectively put out a ﬁre at the department’s ﬁre simulation building – a two-story facility that has two doors and one window.

6HPLQROH)LUH5HVFXH%UHDNV*URXQG
LQ/LYH)LUH7UDLQLQJ6HVVLRQ
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The ﬁreﬁghters get ready for the simulation.
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Two ﬁreﬁghters put on their gloves as they prepare for training.
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A group of ﬁreﬁghters from the Seminole Fire Rescue enter the department’s two-story simulation
building, where a ﬁre awaits them to put out. In the simulation building is a supply of hay, which sits
atop three stacks of wooden pallets. Just before the ﬁreﬁghters rush into the building an ignition
ofﬁcer sets the hay on ﬁre.
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The ﬁreﬁghters remove protective gear after succesfully completing the live
training.

Captain Michael Hopkins gives an overview of how the Tribal department’s personnel accountability system works.

%LJ&\SUHVV6HQLRUV,QYLWH9DULRXV'HSDUWPHQWVIRUWKH$QQXDO6HUYLFHV5RXQG8S
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Tribal Senior Joe Osceola Sr., left, receives a generator pamphlet from Big Cypress
Building and Grounds Administrative Services Generator Service Advisor Scott Calvert.

Big Cypress Wellness Nutritionist Jillian Guralski, left, hands Tribal senior Mary Jane Robbins a to-go
container and a diabetes nutrition placemat at the Big Cypress Senior Services Round Up.

Tribal senior Louise Billie, left, shows Big Cypress Family
Services Employee Linda Fleischman her newly printed
identiﬁcation card, created by the Tribe’s Information
Technology Department.

6HPLQROH0RPHQWV7HDFKHV)RUW3LHUFH7ULEDO
&RPPXQLW\$ERXW$OOLJDWRU:UHVWOLQJ

David Baum
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Tribal Senior Ginnie Bowers, left, receives an informational lesson from Big Cypress Administrative Projects representatives Denise
Freund and Nery Mejicano on how to obtain a passport and renew a driver’s license at the Big Cypress Senior Services Round Up on
July 27.

Fort Pierce Tribal citizens and employees gathered around the table in the cabin at the Chupco
Ranch Aug. 4 and got a lesson from Everett Osceola on the history of alligator wrestling within the
Seminole Tribe. Osceola explained how in the early years Seminoles used alligators for food and
armor as a way for survival. He then led the listeners into the early 1900s when Seminoles began
wrestling alligators for tourists as a means of ﬁnancial survival.-Rachel Buxton

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$

PRINCESS PAGEANT

Chris C. Jenkis

Painter and artist Nick San Pedro, right, offers former Miss Seminole Princess Priscilla
Sayen a custom-painted portrait of her from 1964.

Chris C. Jenkis
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Seminole R&B artist Spencer Battiest entertains the
guests with some of his original songs.

Christine McCall, far left, coordinates routines and activities with the pageant contestants prior to the
big day.

Chris C. Jenkis

An emotional Brittany Smith, the outgoing 2009-10
Miss Florida Seminole, says her goodbyes during the
Pageant ceremony.
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Former Jr. Miss Stevie Brantley, right, helps the newly
crowned Jr. Miss Lorelei Tommie with her sash.

Jr. Miss Seminole and Miss Seminole Princess pageant contestants and judges together at the pageant dinner.

)PAGEANT
From page 1A

Chris C. Jenkis

Tribal Council Chairman Mitchell Cypress, far left, and Tribal Board President Richard Bowers Jr., far
right, joined by the newly crowned Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Lorelei Tommie and Miss Seminole
Princess Cassandra Jimmie.

Outgoing 2009-10 Miss
Florida Seminole Brittany
Smith said her time as princess
provided several memories including traveling and the opportunity to meet other Tribal
youth and teens.
“To hear the youth in some
of these high schools made me
realize how fortunate we, as a
Tribe, really are,” Smith said.
“Our kids often overlook what
our Tribe has been through in
the past.”
“Be true to who you are
and be true to yourself,” the
sophomore architecture student at Indian River State College said to the new sovereigns.
The evening also included
musical performances by NaWLYH ÀXWLVW 6RQQ\ 1HYDTXD\D
and Seminole R&B artist
Spencer Battiest, as well as
Tribal Council and Board appearances.

Chris C. Jenkis

Princess Pageant Committee Chairwoman Wanda
Bowers, middle, with the new Princess royalty, Cassandra Jimmie, left, and Lorelei Tommie, right.

Chris C. Jenkis

Miss Indian World Dakota Brant, left, poses with
Miss Florida Seminole 2009-2010 Brittany Smith.

Chris C. Jenkis

Tribal royalty from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma along with, third from left, Miss Seminole Princess Brittany Smith,
Miss Indian World Dakota Brant, Miss Florida U.S.A Lissette Garcia and Little Ms. Seminole Elle Thomas, bottom.

Chris C. Jenkis

Jr. Miss Seminole contestant Brooke Osceola demonstrates the
process of shaker making during the talent portion of the pageant.

Chris C. Jenkis

Jr. Miss and Miss Florida Seminole pageant contestants together during the ceremony.

Chris C. Jenkis

The newly crowned Jr. Miss and Miss Florida Seminole with family members.

Chris C. Jenkis

Miss Florida Seminole 2009-2010 Brittany Smith, fourth fromt he left, poses with pageant contestants at the Hard Rock Cafe in Hollywood.
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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS

/RZHUHG6HDVRQDO)RUHFDVWV
&DQ6WLOO0HDQD%XV\6WRUP<HDU

BY CARL FOWLER
Emergency Management Coordinator
Brighton, Fort Pierce & Tampa Reservations

In early August, the federal governPHQW¶V RI¿FLDO ZHDWKHU DJHQF\ ORZHUHG LWV
forecast for the number of tropical storms
and hurricanes expected this year. The forecast, issued by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), now
calls for 14-20 named storms with top winds
of 39 mph or higher, 8 to 12 hurricanes with
top winds of 74 mph or higher, and 4 to 6 that
could be major hurricanes with winds of at
least 111 mph. (These numbers include the
storms that have already occurred.)
The good news is that these numbers are
down slightly from the May forecast NOAA
issued calling for 14-13 named storms, 8-14
hurricanes and 3-7 major hurricanes.
However, the revised forecast doesn’t
mean the coast is clear. The most active part
of the Atlantic hurricane season, which extends from June 1 to Nov. 30, is in full swing.
“All indications are for considerable activity during the next several months,” said
Dr. Gerry Bell, a lead seasonal hurricane
forecaster with NOAA. “As we’ve seen in
past years, storms can come on quickly during the peak months of the season. There remains a high likelihood that the season could
be very active, with the potential of being
one of the more active on record.”
Along with this warning, it is important
to remember Hurricane Andrew, which made
ODQGIDOO ¿UVW LQ 6RXWK )ORULGD DQG WKHQ LQ
/RXLVLDQDLQODWH$XJXVWZDVWKH¿UVW
hurricane to form that year. It also was one of
only three Category 5 hurricanes to strike the
mainland during the 20th century.
Just before Andrew formed thousands
of miles away in the eastern Atlantic and
then grew to a powerful hurricane, plenty of
people in South Florida were convinced they
were getting a pass for that hurricane season.
As is now known, they couldn’t have been

more wrong. Despite the reduced forecast
IRU WKLV \HDU 12$$ LV VR FRQ¿GHQW DERXW
their latest numbers that it gives them a 70
percent chance of occurring.
'HVSLWHLWVVWDIIRIKLJKO\TXDOL¿HGVFLentists and meteorologists, there are some
who question the accuracy of NOAA’s seasonal forecasts. Last year, the agency predicted 14 named storms, 4-7 hurricanes and
1-3 major hurricanes. The actual numbers for
2009 were 9, 3 and 2, respectively.
Emergency management personnel rely
upon seasonal forecasts as more of a planning tool for how active those months from
June through November will be, rather than
focusing on the actual numbers. Seasonal
forecasts are based on current conditions in
the ocean and in the atmosphere in addition
to historical data from previous years.
NOAA, in issuing its revised forecast,
also cautioned that the conditions are very
favorable for storm development. A major
factor is a weather phenomenon called La
Niña.
In a La Niña year, there is lower wind
shear over the Atlantic Basin, allowing
storms to organize and grow. It’s the opposite of an El Niño year when there are strong
winds in the upper atmosphere over the Atlantic Basin that often tear storms apart.
According to NOAA, another reason
to expect an active hurricane season is the
warmer-than-usual water in the tropical Atlantic and Caribbean. NOAA also cites the
continued presence of something called the
tropical multi-decadal signal that appeared in
1995. Since then, it has produced favorable
ocean and atmospheric conditions, leading to
more active hurricane seasons.
With all of this in mind, the Emergency
Management Department urges all Tribal
citizens and employees to prepare for the
possibility of severe weather this year from a
tropical storm or hurricane. Taking the time
now to prepare for these perils and other
emergencies as well will help to successfully
meet the challenges that these events can
bring.
Be sure to obtain the All
Hazards Guide that is available at all Tribal communities, and visit the Department
of Emergency Management
website,
http://www.stofemd.com,or call the department in Hollywood, 954966-6300, ext. 11773, Big
Cypress, 863-983-2150, ext.
12740, or Brighton, 863357-7620, ext. 15805. For
non-life threatening calls
about emergencies, please
call 1-800-617-7514 outside
of normal business hours.

%ULJKWRQ:DWHU6WXG\%ULQJV8VHIXO,QIRUPDWLRQ
BY LISA MEDAY
Water Quality Specialist

The Seminole Tribe Brighton Water Use Study is the largest
FY10 BIA Water Rights and Water Resources Management Planning and Pre-Development Program Project on the East Coast.
The study will review how much water was provided to Brighton Reservation by the South Florida Water Management District
and how water deliveries occurred during times of drought.
So far, 2010 hasn’t really followed regular seasonal weather
patterns; we have had a wetter winter (“dry season”), and a drier
summer (“wet season”).
How might this impact South Florida Water Management
water supply deliveries to the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation?
The Seminole Tribe Environmental Resource Management
Department (ERMD) is looking ahead to answer that question and
many others.
ERMD recently initiated a study of water use for the Brighton
Reservation.
In the last 10 years, the Indian Prairie Basin has experienced
VHYHUHGURXJKWDQGÀRRGHYHQWVLQFOXGLQJIRXUKXUULFDQHVLQRQH
year.
In August 2009, ERMD recognized the advantage to the Tribe
of studying water delivery and supply to the Brighton Reservation. With Tribal Council approval, ERMD applied to the United
States Department of Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) for
grant funding. The proposal was one of only two East Coast Tribe
studies to receive funding from BIA under the Water Rights and
Water Resources Management Planning and Pre-Development
Program. The Seminole Tribe received the largest grant amount.
In 1987, the Seminole Tribe settled a long-standing land claim
and water rights dispute with the state of Florida and through a
QHJRWLDWHG:DWHU5LJKWV&RPSDFWTXDQWL¿HGWKH7ULEH¶VHQWLWOHG
water rights for the Big Cypress Reservation and the Brighton
Reservation.
The Big Cypress Reservation Entitlement water supply is
47,000 acre/feet of water per year (divided into 12 equal amounts,
to be delivered on a monthly basis). The South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD) provides the Tribe’s entitlement
water through pump station G-409 (in Confusion Corner). The negotiated entitlement amount of water for the Brighton Reservation

Roel Herrera

is 15 percent of water available to all users in the Lake Istokpoga
Watershed; and an amount of water from Lake Okeechobee proportionally equal to the amount of land the Brighton Reservation
occupies in the SFWMD’s Lakeshore Perimeter Basin.
The Big Cypress Reservation Entitlement Water process is
YHU\FOHDUO\GH¿QHG
The Brighton Reservation’s entitlement process is based on
percentages. It is the goal of the Seminole ERMD to obtain clear
information on water supply for the Brighton Reservation as well.
The Brighton Water Use Study developed by ERMD will be
an objective professional independent study of water quantity deOLYHUHGWRWKH%ULJKWRQ5HVHUYDWLRQLQDVFLHQWL¿FDOO\DQGOHJDOO\
defensible manner.
7KH¿UVWSDUWRIWKHVWXG\UHTXLUHVLQYHVWLJDWLRQDQGLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ RI DOO ZDWHU LQÀRZV WR DQG RXWÀRZV IURP WKH %ULJKWRQ
Reservation to determine if all water quantities are measured. It
will also examine groundwater withdrawals by property owners
adjacent to the Brighton Reservation to determine if there may be
any effect to the Brighton Reservation’s groundwater levels.
The second part of the study is to determine if the SFWMD
water measurement calculations are correct by
FRPSDULQJWKHLUZDWHUÀRZGDWDWRDFWXDOZDWHU
ÀRZPHDVXUHPHQWVPDGHLQWKH¿HOG
7KH 6):0' ³PHDVXUHV´ ZDWHU ÀRZ
through Brighton by mathematical equations
based on the level of water in the canals, and
ZKHWKHU ÀRRG FRQWURO JDWHV DUH RSHQ RU QRW
This portion of the study will determine if all
ZDWHUÀRZLQJLQWRDQGRXWRI%ULJKWRQ5HVHUvation is measured, and if the SFWMD water
ÀRZPHDVXUHPHQWVDFFXUDWHO\UHÀHFWUHDOZDWHUÀRZV
The remainder of the Brighton Water
Study will provide a comprehensive analysis
of water supply available to the Brighton Reservation for the past 10 years, and water used
by the Brighton Reservation.
This study will consider current and future
Brighton water use needs, as well as water use
needs in the future.
The Seminole Tribe Environmental Resource Management Department looks forward to receiving the results of the Brighton
Water Use Study, and providing the information to Brighton Residents and Tribal citizens.
Please call 954-965-4380 for more information
about the Brighton Water Use Study.
Roel Herrera

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$

63'2IILFHU$ZDUGHG2IILFHURIWKH<HDU
BY LIEUTENANT JERRY MEISENHEIMER
Seminole Police Department

+57HDP+RVWV(PSOR\HH%LUWKGD\/XQFKHRQLQ%LJ&\SUHVV

$Q\RQHZKRNQRZV6HPLQROH3ROLFH'HSDUWPHQW2I¿FHU.HQQHWK7LOOPDQ
will quickly say that he’s a hard worker and is dedicated to providing community
service.
In recognition of his accomplishments, Tillman was recently awarded the
6RXWK2I¿FHURIWKH<HDU$ZDUGDWDFHUHPRQ\VSRQVRUHGE\WKH6HPLQROH3XEOLF
Safety Department. This is the second time he has received this distinction, havLQJUHFHLYHGWKHDZDUGDOVRLQZKLOHKHZDVWKH6FKRRO5HVRXUFH2I¿FHUDW
the Ahfachkee School in Big Cypress.
In his six years of being stationed on the Big Cypress Reservation, Tillman
KDVZRUQVHYHUDOKDWV+HVWDUWHG DVDURDGSDWURORI¿FHUDQGWKHQEHFDPHWKH
6FKRRO5HVRXUFH2I¿FHU)RUWKHSDVWWZR\HDUVKHKDVVHUYHGDVWKH$JULFXOWXUDO
2I¿FHUDQGKDVVLQFHEHHQJLYHQWKHWLWOH$JULFXOWXUDO'HWHFWLYH+HFXUUHQWO\
investigates crimes that occur on the many back roads, pastures, groves, and wilderness areas of the reservation. His patrol vehicle is a four-wheel drive pickup,
equipped with gear that makes the truck accessible to off road situations and
emergencies.
Tillman was born in Okeechobee, Florida, but grew up in Immokalee, Florida, where he completed his schooling. He now lives in Alva, near LaBelle, with
KLVZLIH'HEELH7KHLUWZRVRQVDUHERWK¿UH¿JKWHUV7KH\KDYH¿YHJUDQGFKLOdren, who all live nearby.
In 1994, Tillman began working for the Seminole Tribe as a security of¿FHU DW WKH ,PPRNDOHH &DVLQR +H WKHQ DWWHQGHG WKH SROLFH DFDGHP\ DW 6RXWK
Florida Community College in Avon Park and served for 16 years as a reserve law
HQIRUFHPHQWRI¿FHUZLWKWKH)ORULGD)UHVKZDWHU)LVKDQG&RQVHUYDWLRQ'HSDUWment. As such, he assisted in the late 90s at the ValuJet airliner crash site in Miami, searching by airboat for the many victims’ remains. He also made a notable
criminal arrest in the Corkscrew Sanctuary when he came upon illegal cutting of
timber inside the Reserve.
$VDVLGHOLJKW7LOOPDQLVDOVRDSUR¿FLHQWZHOGHUDQGKHDY\HTXLSPHQWPHFKDQLFDQGKLVIDYRULWHKREE\LV¿VKLQJ%XWZKDWKHLVPRVWSURXGRIDUHKLVFRQtributions to the Seminole Community. He teaches kids lessons about ATV safety.
He has acted as a chaperone
on four senior trips with the
elders, and for Boys & Girls
Club weekend campouts.
During Hurricane Katrina, Detective Tillman was
deployed, along with other
Seminole Police DepartPHQW RI¿FHU YROXQWHHUV WR
assist during the devastation
on the Choctaw Reservations in Mississippi. This
month, Detective Tillman
was a counselor at the SemiQROH <RXWK &DPS LQ QRUWK
Florida, where he was assigned to a cabin and supervised 11 boys, all 11-yearsold.
Detective Tillman reFHLYHG WKH 2I¿FHU RI WKH
<HDU DZDUG IURP &KLHI RI
Police William Latchford, in
front of Chairman Mitchell
Cypress and other members
of the Tribal Council.
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Photo above, on Aug. 5, Tribal employees from various Big Cypress
departments line up to receive a
hearty lunch at the Human Resource
Department-sponsored
birthday
luncheon at the Family Investment
Center. Held every two months, it’s
meant to show employees the appreciation of the work they do for the
Seminole Tribe of Florida and for the
communities, according to Human
Resources Assistant Marian Billie.
The Human Resources Department
wishes all of the Tribal employees
born in August a happy and belated
birthday. Left photo, Big Cypress
Tribal Council Coordinator Alfonso
Tigertail, left, and Big Cypress Tribal
Council Administrative Assistant Noella Dyan O’Donnell, second from left,
talk with Human Resource Department’s Employee Beneﬁts Manager
Leslie S. Weber, second from right,
and Human Resources Assistant
Marian Billie, on how to update their
employee beneﬁts packages.

OFFICER KENNETH TILLMAN

7ZR)DPRXV(XURSHDQ&DSLWDOV2QH%LJ(YHQW6HHQ7KURXJKWKH(\HVRID<RXQJ6HPLQROH
BY MALCOM LACEY
SMP Intern

Our plane lands in London around 9 a.m. on
Thursday, June 24 and I’m tired. I walk out along with
the other passengers and head towards Immigration.
The walk is unusually long, but I’m just excited to be
on the ground. The voices on the airport wide intercom
have British accents; I laugh for a second, and recoup
a straight face after I receive weird looks from people
around me.
It’s 11:20 a.m. and I’m opening the door to my
hotel room. It’s hot in here, so I turn the thermostat to
the lowest degree Celsius possible. After I put my bags
down, I jump in the shower. I’m still in between days
and trying to stay awake through Thursday. And in an
attempt to boost my energy, I turn the shower on as low
as it can go and get in. It’s cold, but at least I’m awake.
It’s Friday. 5:35 p.m. I just awoke from a pretty decent nap in my room near Hyde Park. The hotel is gorgeous. The Intercontinental London, the sign read when
I came in yesterday. I grab my old 35 mm Minolta, load
it, and snap a few pictures of the view out my room. The
room phone rings. In 30 minutes, we’re heading to the
famous Hard Rock Calling concert.
My grandmother made a patchwork shirt for me on
a whim before the trip and I decide to put that on and
KHDGGRZQ,¶PVXUSULVHGDVWRKRZZHOOLW¿WV,¶PIHHOing anxious as I meet up with my “uncle” and his wife
down in the lobby and proceed to head over to Hyde
Park. Its cool tonight; dry too. I like the weather a lot.
We continue to walk closer and when I see the large
mass of people in front of the gates to get in; I feel surprised. I had seen live video from BBC on the TV before
I left, but I didn’t think it would be this many people.
“This is a pretty big deal,” I think and the anxiety comes
back as soon I remember how much I’m going to stick
out in this shirt. I’m carrying with me a large Canon
camera and quickly tear it apart and stuff the lens in my
cargo short pocket. Professional cameras aren’t allowed

without photo passes and I don’t have one. I’m nervous
again. But I slide past security and they don’t notice.
Looking at the crowd, I try to estimate how many
people are here at the concert and realize it’s probably
more than any number I’m going to think of. So we
walk aimlessly in search of the VIP section and get reGLUHFWHGVHYHUDOWLPHVZKHQ¿QDOO\DIWHUDERXWPLQXWHVRIZDONLQJLQFLUFOHVDURXQGWKHFURZGZH¿QGWKH
area. It’s cozy and cool. We order something to eat and
relax while Pearl Jam gets ready to play their set. Larry,
Kathy, and I decide not to go the concert tomorrow.
Nearly two and a half hours it takes for a train
leaving from London to reach Paris. We decide to do
it. We’re on the Eurostar - a high-speed passenger rail
service that connects London with Paris and Brussels and I’m bracing myself for the next time my ears pop
as we pass through the many tunnels. The crew serves
us breakfast and it’s good. I usually don’t eat breakfast
foods, but I couldn’t pass up the eggs Benedict this
morning.
I spend most of the ride to Paris staring into the
English/French countryside. The haze is un-ignorable
and I fantasize for a moment about a huge vacuum that
could come and suck it all up and spit it into outer space.
A ridiculous thought. I think about how spoiled we are
in south Florida.
“Parlez-vous français?” My two years of French
and I can just barely get around. We spend an hour in
the Gare Du Nord trying to get a ticket for the SNCF,
WKH SXEOLF WUDLQ EHIRUH ¿QDOO\ VHWWOLQJ IRU D WD[L :H
head to the Mecca of tourism in Paris, The Eiffel Tower.
And it’s just that for a reason. Hundreds of people stand
underneath its giant waiting to get to the top. The queue
is nearly three hours so we just decide to take some pictures instead of going up. We leave the park and walk
towards the Arc de Triomphe.
I take a glance at my phone and notice it’s a lot
later than I expected: 1:57. The train leaves at 7:20 p.m.
We decide to go to the Hard Rock Café for lunch, of
course. While we wait for our order, I head inside and

grab a few Paris Hard Rock pins for my mother and the way and awake just before landing. I catch a glimpse
of the Miami skyline as we descend. There’s a haze, I
older sister.
3:30. Finally we get to the Arc de Triomphe. We don’t think I’ve ever seen that before.
buy a few tickets and take a tour through the structure,
which is actually much larger internally than I thought it would be. The three
RIXVWUHNWKURXJKWKHVHYHUDOÀLJKWVRI
stairs and reach the top. The view is
incredible. I take several pictures and
start to stare again at the distance. The
haze is prominent over the entire city.
All of the Rococo-, Baroque-, and Empire-style architecture in near perfect
condition makes up for most of Paris’
beauty. But still the blanket of pollution pulls me out of taking it all in.
Sunday we go back to the concert
after we take another walk through
London. It’s hotter than it was before,
but still more pleasant than anything in
Florida. I walk around the concert with
my camera and try to take as much
video and pictures as I can before security stops me and points me back to
the VIP area and disallows me to leave.
Faced with that predicament, I order
some dinner and wait a while and exit
through the back and walk to my hotel.
I get in and fall asleep.
Monday came too fast and all I
want to do is sleep in and stay for a
couple more days, weeks, months. On
the way to the airport I tell Larry and
Kathy how much I’d love to live here
in London. I’m not sure if I meant it.
We get to check-in and make our way
to the gate. Three hours left in London.
Two Hours. 30 minutes. The plane accelerates and we’re up in the air again
as I was four days ago. I sleep most of
Malcom Lacey
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- THE ULTIMATE PICKUP LINE -

NEW NAME ~ NEW LOCATION ~ SAME FAMILY
SERVING THE SEMINOLE TRIBE FOR OVER 20 YEARS
24 Hour Service ~ 7 Days ~ By Family
BURIAL~SHIPPING~MONUMENTS~CREMATION
ALL PRE-ARRANGEMENTS HONORED FROM OTHER ESTABLISHMENTS

863-357-SAVE (7283)
FAX ± 863-357-3696
4550 HWY 441 NORTH - OKEECHOBEE

Paul M. Buxton, L.F.D. ~ Marilyn A. Buxton - Matthew P. Buxton, L.F.D.
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E X C L U S I V E

D E A L E R

F O R

Explorer Van Conversions
AVA I L A B L E

O P T I O N S :

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors,
Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More.
Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles
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STORE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030681'$<$030SERVICE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030
*MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA
MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. -2 AUTONATION INC.
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%ULJKWRQ5HVHUYDWLRQ$ZDUGHGIRU6XSSRUWLQJ(GXFDWLRQ
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

OKEECHOBEE — The Brighton Reservation was honored by the Okeechobee
School District for its continued support of
education at the regularly scheduled School
Board meeting in Okeechobee.
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew
J. Bowers Jr. was recognized at the July 13
meeting with the Commissioner’s Business
Recognition Award by Okeechobee’s Superintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper.
“It is a great feeling and it goes toward
the relationship that we have always had
with Okeechobee County,” Rep. Bowers
said.
Each year the Florida Education Foundation and Florida Department of Education
recognizes businesses throughout the state
that have shown an outstanding commitment to improving education by partnering with schools in their community. The
Okeechobee School Board selected the
Brighton Reservation as the honored busiQHVVIRULWV¿QDQFLDOFRQWULEXWLRQVDQGPRUDO
support toward the Okeechobee schools.
“The Seminole Tribe has been a great
business partner for the school district of
Okeechobee for many, many years,” Cooper
said. “It’s quite an honor for us to receive
that support, but it’s nice recognition for the
Seminole Tribe as well.”
The Brighton Reservation and Seminole Tribe give out scholarships to graduating seniors every year, to help further
their education. The Tribe has also offered
¿QDQFLDODWKOHWLFVXSSRUWE\SXUFKDVLQJWKH
2NHHFKREHH +LJK 6FKRRO¶V VRIWEDOO ¿HOG

scoreboard and contributing to Yearling students that are from the Seminole Tribe are
Middle School’s volleyball team in the form fantastic students. They are athletic, they are
RIZDUPXSRXW¿WVDQGVSRQVRUVKLSV
academic, they just are great in all realms,”
“The Tribe puts education at its number Cooper said. “We just do great things with
one priority these days,” Rep. Bowers said, the Seminole Tribe and they certainly do
“And I think it’s important that we recog- great things for us.”
nize the effort that
Okeechobee County
has put toward our
children. […] We
want to be able to
show some kind of
appreciation and I
think that it works
out for a good relationship.”
The
Tribe’s
relationship
with
Okeechobee dates
back as early as the
1950s. Cooper reminisced during the
meeting about the
days when she and
Rep. Bowers used to
ride the school bus
together traveling to
school.
Throughout the
years the two entities have developed a
close friendship and
business
relationship, both working
toward educating the
Rachel Buxton
Tribal youth.
Superintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper, left, presents long time friend Brighton
“Not only are Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. with the Commissioner’s Recognition
they business partners with us, but the Award.

Children’s book
author, Elaine
Huffman, reads
her book about
Florida’s ecology as seen
through the eyes
of her cat to the
Summer Enrichment Program
participants at
the Willie Frank
Library.

Judy Weeks

&KLOGUHQ·V$XWKRU9LVLWV:LOOLH)UDQN/LEUDU\
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Youngsters attending the Summer Enrichment Program at the
Willie Frank Library took a trip down the
Little Wekiva River in central Florida on
July 15. The unique aspect of their journey
was the fact that they never left the library.
Children’s book author, Elaine C.
Huffman, introduced the group to Florida’s
fresh water ecosystem, wildlife and plants
as she read to them from her most recent
publication, “The Mis-Tails of Mooshca
and the Little Wekiva River.”
“Children, animals and a desire to
protect our environment were the deciding forces behind my book,” said Huffman.
“As rescue advocates, my husband, Danny,
and I adopted a stray cat who wandered on
to our property and into our hearts a few

years ago. We named her Mooschca, which
is Arabic for little darling.”
“We live on the banks of the pristine Little Wekiva River near Altamonte
Springs, which is a rich wildlife habitat,”
Huffman said. “Looking for a vehicle to
introduce children to the wonders of the
world that surrounds them, I chose the opportunity for them to explore through the
eyes of my cat. The positive response has
been overwhelming and I am currently
working on a book series to further inspire
young people.”
Reading with animation and sound effects, Huffman captivated her audience and
encouraged their participation as the story
unfolded.
“Books are a key that can open doors
to the world of knowledge and they map a
pathway to the future,” said Willie Frank
Library Director Barbara Ooffner.

,PPRNDOHH6WXGHQWV5HFHLYHG,QFHQWLYH$ZDUGVDW%DQTXHW
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

Above left, second grader
Geneva Garcia receives
awards and certiﬁcates
from Education Director
Emma Johns at the Immokalee Education Incentive Awards. Above,
Education Director Emma
Johns, right, recognizes
Allison Garza for her college achievements and
making the Dean’s List.
Left, Maria Billie and Immokalee Council Liaison
Elaine Aguilar congratulate Esmeralda Billie for
receiving her high school
diploma.
Judy Weeks

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee students and their parents gathered at the gym
for a good old fashioned country-western
hoedown on the evening of Aug. 12 to celebrate the Education Incentive Awards. Rail
fences with a corral gate, a horse drawn carriage, and bales of hay, saddles, wanted posters and checkerboard tablecloths created an
atmosphere right out of the Wild West.
“This has been an amazing year and you
have made that possible. Attendance in the
after school homework program has soared
and grade averages are climbing upward. We
have seven high school graduates from our
community and two college students,” said
Education Advisor Victoria Soto.
Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison
Elaine Aguilar said, “I was sent to school
for only four reasons: learn English, reading, writing and arithmetic. When I thought
I had these under control, I quit school. It
wasn’t long before I learned that this was not
enough. I felt ashamed as I sent my children
to school and asked them to get the education that I have turned my back on, so I went
back to school and got my GED.”
“Education has always been important
and I encourage you to take advantage of its
opportunities,” continued Liaison Aguilar.
“Go to school and bring back the wonderful gift of knowledge. Embrace your culture
and pass it on to your children when the
time comes. Our language and culture will
die without you. Your ancestors fought hard
for you to be here and now you must carry

on the torch for the next generations. Think pleted her GED and plans to continue her
about your choices and get an education un- education by attending cosmetology school.
der your belt so that you can someday reEducation Director Johns was assisted
place me!”
by Victoria Soto, Bianca Serpas and Amy
Seminole Education Department Di- Yzaguirre in presentation of the Education
rector Emma Johns recognized the staff of Incentive Awards.
the Immokalee Education Team and talked
A fabulous country buffet couldn’t have
about the opportunities that await students as been better if it had been cooked over the
they develop their educational careers.
RSHQ FDPS¿UH %RWK FKLOGUHQ DQG DGXOWV
“We are here to help you make positive rushed back for seconds and then surrounded
choices and achieve your goals,” said Johns. the dessert table for generous slices of cake.
“Immokalee has a wonderful group of
high school graduates this year and I am
)PLEASE SEE LIST OF GRADUATES ON 4B
very proud of your increased attendance
and grade averages. You have what it
takes for success and we are here to help
you get it.”
Higher Education Advisor Linda
Iley invited the graduates to explore their
options and recognized college student
Allison Garza for making the Dean’s
List.
Tutoring Advisor Julissa Collazo explained the Summer Reading Challenge
Program and congratulated the participants for outstanding effort.
”You are an extraordinary group of
children and we are rewarding you with
medals of achievement for a job well
done,” Collazo said. “These kids have
racked up a lot of hours in the log book
while improving their reading skills, vocabulary and study work habits. There
are many high achievers on this list, but
Priscilla Alvarado earned the highest
Judy Weeks
score with 148 hours.”
From right, Education Director Emma Johns presA high school diploma was awarded ents Esmeralda Billie with her high school diploma.
to Esmeralda Billie who recently com-

1DSOHV*LYHV,QFHQWLYH$ZDUGV'XULQJ7ULSWR7HQQHVVHH

and watching the children’s progress, I have
noticed that the after school programs have
become a social experience as well as eduNAPLES — Parental involvement
cational. The youngsters have told me that
plays a key role in the education of chilthey look forward to their sessions at the
dren and the Naples community takes this
center followed by a chance to spend time
to heart. With students enrolled in public
together in the culture workshop.”
and private schools, their progress is closely
While planning a community trip to
Tennessee, it was no surprise when
the members decided to combine
their vacation with the presentation
of the Education Incentive Awards.
Traveling to the Lodge at Buckberry Creek in Gatlinburg, Tenn.,
the families visited the Dollywood
theme park and Smokey Mountains
National Park. The younger generation enjoyed the amusement park and
Jessica Osceola
sightseeing by day, and also looked
forward to the s’mores over a camp- Naples community members took their children on a vacation to Tennessee in conjunction with the
¿UHDQGVWRU\WHOOLQJDWWKHORGJHGXU- Education Incentive Awards presentations.
ing the evenings. Family time included hiking and games on the large Assisted by Cultural Specialist Jessica
5th Grade: Matthew Billie GPA 3.94 Three
veranda at the inn.
Osceola, O. B. Osceola, Jr. distributed the
or Less Days Absent-Awards & Certiﬁcates;
Pointing to the panorama of the Naples Education Incentive Awards as
Broden Hagen Effort Awards, Nicholas Zepeda
Smokey Mountains, Naples Liaison follows:
GPA 3.73 Awards & Certiﬁcates.
O.B. Osceola, Jr. said, “Education is
like these mountains. It is something Kindergarten: Joseph Osceola-Lugo, Alexus
6th Grade: Courtney Osceola; Victoria Osceola
solid that you can depend on for the Walden.
GPA 3.03; Corinne Zepeda GPA 3.19, Three or
future; however it isn’t always easy
Less Days Absent.
to achieve our goals.
1st Grade: Martin Slavik GPA 3.45 Three or
“Sometimes the climb is steep Less Days Absent; Mari Veliz GPA 3.84.
8th Grade: Marissa Osceola GPA 3.88 Honors
and rough, but you must not give
Class.
up,” Liaison Osceola Jr. said. “If you 2nd Grade: Dominic Osceola-Lugo GPA 3.14;
work hard, you will reach plateaus Patsy Veliz GPA 3.37; Serena Zepeda Three or 9th Grade: Kaitlin Billie GPA 3.38; Bryce
where you can rest and plan your Less Days Absent.
Osceola GPA 3.40 Honors Class-Awards &
strategy for the next phase of learnCertiﬁcates.
LQJ :KHQ \RX ¿QDOO\ DUULYH DW WKH 3rd Grade: Allegra Billie GPA 3.39.
summit, you will feel that you have
10th Grade: Jessica Osceola GPA 3.66 Honors
Jessica Osceola
reached the top of the world and it 4th Grade: Nicole Slavik GPA 3.76 Perfect
Class-Perfect Attendance; Dakota Osceola
From left, Ross Zepeda, Joseph Osceola-Lugo, Malcolm Wallace, Tori Osceola, Martin Slavik, Dominic Osceola- will be time to extend a helping hand
Attendance; Ross Zepeda GPA 3.36.
Effort Award.
Lugo and Eliska Slavik. Following the Naples Education Incentive Awards, some of the youngsters sharpened to those who come after you.”
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

monitored by their parents, the Seminole
Education Department and the Parents Advisory Committee (PAC).
“Attendance at the homework assistance and tutoring program offered at the
Juanita Osceola Center is a tremendous success,” said Tutoring Specialist Julissa Collazo. “This is a very close knit community

their wits over a game of chess while waiting for darkness that would bring the s’mores campﬁre.

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

7ULEDO<RXWK5HFRJQL]HGIRU2XWVWDQGLQJ$FDGHPLFVDW,QFHQWLYH$ZDUGV

Fifth Grade
Kelton Smedley
Drayton Billie
Joshua Madrigal
Diamond Shore
Eric Puente
Deliah Carrillo
Jermaine Bennett, Jr.
Dax Haught

Samuel Osceola
Robert Fudge, Jr.
Erik Garcia
Odessa King
Shae Pierce
Jerry Smith
Apolonia Nunez
Alexus Osceola-James

Ruben Burgess
Lanie Sedatol
Bethany Billie
Crysten Smith
Sean Osceola
Gabrielle Doctor
Raylon Eagle
Zachary Gopher

Sixth Grade
Christopher Olivarez
Dezmon Shore
Elizabeth Johns
Yopalakiyo Osceola
Kalgary Johns
Tyra Baker
Nathaniel Doctor
Ashlee Gopher

Richard Smith
Royce Osceola
Harley Johns
Jayce Smith
Brydgett Koontz
Lahna Sedatol
Spawn Loudermilk
Jobe Johns

Rayven Smith
CW Ortiz
Trista Osceola
Michael Garcia
Cheyenne Nunez
Chastity Harmon
Donovan Osceola
Rumor Juarez

Seventh Grade
JT Smith
Tatiana Herrera
Jennifer Tommie
Daniel Nunez, Jr.
Brittany Oakes
Rachel Buxton

Amanda Smith receives her award for earning her Associates Degree and
Indian River State College.

Higher Education Awards:
Bryan Arledge—Bachelor of Science
Amanda Smith—Associate Degree

Caitlyn Olivarez
Jahcole Arnold
Tammy Martinez
Diego Meras
Tehya Howard
Pherian Baker
Dakota Entry
Mariah Garner
Tanner O’Donnell

Elle Thomas
Tatiana Torres
Warrick Billie
Jaime Smith
Caleb Burton
Jaytron Baker
Malakai Micco
Corey Jumper
Adryauna Baker

Jahbahn Arnold
Davin Carrillo
Alek Betscher
Morgan Yates
Ramone Baker
Kiowa Garcia
Jagger Gaucin
Leon Edouard
Heith Lawrence

Jayton Baker
Norman Osceola
Mariah Billie
Haylie Huff
Laila Bennett
Brandon Entry
Ryanna Osceola
Kobe Jimmie
Daven Buck

Madisyn Osceola
Dante Thomas
Edward Gaucin
Araya Youngblood
Mallorie Thomas
Silas Madrigal
Malcolm Jones
Julia Smith
Lauren O’Donnell
Ozzy Osceola

Alexander Buck
Garrett Thomas

Destiny Nunez

Tenth Grade
Stevie Brantley

Stormin Youngblood

Eleventh Grade
Farrah Lytle

Ceejae Smith.

Presentation of Straight As All Year:
Caylie Huff
Ruby Lin Osceola
Brandon Entry
Alaina Micco

Haylie Huff
Aiyana Tommie
Shyla Gopher
Robert O’Donnell

Tanner Shore
Jaden Puente
Santiago Billie
Lauren O’Donnell

Presentation of Perfect Attendance:
Jahcole Arnold
Brydgett Koontz
Bakari Micco
Krysta Burton
Deliah Carrillo

Tammy Martinez
Silas Madrigal
Cheyenne Nunez
Caleb Burton

Jaden Puente
Hunter Strickland
Daniel Nunez, Jr.
Leilani Burton

3 or Less Days Absent:

Rachel Buxton

Education’s Becky Bowers awards Caleb Burton for perfect attendance.

Second Grade
Jaylen Baker
Caillou Smith
Bevyn Billie
Santiago Billie
Hunter Howard
Todd Pierce
Dakota Micco
Kamani Smith
Kai Osceola
Alaina Micco

Trewston Pierce
Kiylier Baker
Brianna Nunez

Ninth Grade

Alicia Nunez

First Grade
Billy Bailey
Kanyon Billie
Ruby Lin Osceola
Aubee Billie
Caylie Huff
Isaiah Bishop
Kyle Entry
Shaela French
Justin Gopher, Jr.

Marshall Tommie
Kirsten Doney
Raina Robinson
Frank Huff

Lois Billie
Sheila Jones

Kindergarten
Dathen Garcia
Guadalupe Mora-Lara
Alice Osceola
Kayven Emley-Osceola
Joss Youngblood
Leilani Burton
Alanis Baker
Karey Gopher
Kyra Toneges

Randy Shore
Jessi Osceola
Acealyn Youngblood
Joshua Tiger

Janet Smith
Amelia Nunez

Daylon Youngblood
Jewel Buck
Ryan Osceola
Jodi Huffman

Alexis Gopher
Kaley Riley
Jennie Eagle
Lewis Gopher
Layton Thomas

Eighth Grade

Rachel Buxton

Melanie Jones is one of nine Brighton 2010 high school graduates. With a camouﬂage
décor the Brighton community headed to the gym Aug. 11 to recognize the academic
achievements of the Tribal youth at the 2010 Brighton Education Incentive Awards. The
Education Department awarded 75 percent of Brighton’s Tribal youth with academic
awards including honoring two college graduates and nine high school graduates.
Along with their award each recipient received a backpack and folder to help them
prepare for the upcoming school year. -Rachel Buxton

2010 High School Graduates:
Melanie Jones
Hayden Roberts
Elizabeth Dehass
Duelle Gore
Jenna McDufﬁe

Korvette Billie
Isiah Thomas
Larissa Cortez
Airianna Nunez
McKayla Snow

Aleah Turtle
Tanner Shore
Dalence Carrillo
Myron Billie
Jacee Jumper
Waylynn Bennett
Keira French
Shyla Gopher
Nyah Davidson

Jahbahn Arnold
Alyke Baker
Jewel Buck
Jagger Gaucin
Lewis Gopher
Tehya Howard
Tavis Jumper
Joshua Madrigal
Lauren O’Donnell
Alexus Osceola-James
JT Smith
Kamani Smith
Jennifer Tommie
Luzana Venzor

Tyra Baker
Ramone Baker
Ruben Burgess
Ashlee Gopher
Lance Howard
Rumor Juarez
Corey Jumper
Alicia Nunez
Royce Osceola
Kano Puente
Jayce Smith
Camryn Thomas
Aiyana Tommie

Jaylen Baker
Jaytron Baker
Larissa Cortez
Karey Gopher
Hunter Howard
Rodolfo Juarez
Heith Lawrence
Robert O’Donnell
Kai Osceola
Lahna Sedatol
Crysten Smith
Joshua Tiger
Aidan Tommie

Third Grade
Blake Baker
Aleina Micco
Ridge Bailey
Conner Thomas
Burgundy Pierce
Kano Puente
Oscar Yates
Tavis Jumper
Joseph Toneges
Caroline Micco

Luzana Venzor
Keely Billie
Satie Ricco
Alyke Baker
Jarrett Bert
Lucas Osceola
Billy Yates
Michael Harvey
Krysta Burton
Gage Riddle

Danyelle Boromei
Cady Osceola
Drake Lawrence
Alicia Fudge
Lance Howard
Aidan Tommie
Joshlynn Micco
Sheldon Garcia
Robert O’Donnell

Fourth Grade
Rylee Smith
Cyrus Smedley
Marquis Fudge
Chole’ Chalfant
Ivess Baker
Joseph Osceola
Brian Bishop
Rodolfo Juarez

Logan Ortiz
Isaac Osceola
Pernell Bert
Jalynn Jones
Morgan King
Bly Davidson
Krystal Toneges
Bakari Micco

Martina Herrera
Elijah Billie
Aiyana Tommie
Camryn Thomas
Layne Thomas
Hunter Strickland
Mason Micco

Rachel Buxton

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. congratulates Jerry Smith.
Rachel Buxton

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. congratulates Jennifer Tommie on her
seventh grade accomplishments.

)SEE MORE PHOTOS ON B4
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%LJ&\SUHVV5HFUHDWLRQ'HSDUWPHQW7DNHV&KLOGUHQ
RQ$QQXDO)LHOG7ULSWR/LRQ&RXQWU\6DIDUL
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

BIG CYPRESS²7KH:LOOLH)UDQN/LEUDU\¶V=RR
:HHN ZRXQG GRZQ WR WKH SHUIHFW FOLPD[ E\ FRRUGLQDWing with the Big Cypress Recreation Department’s anQXDO¿HOGWULSWR/LRQ&RXQWU\6DIDULRQ-XO\/LRQV
JLUDIIHVKLSSRVFKLPSVGHHUDQG]HEUDVZHUHDPRQJWKH
PDQ\ FUHDWXUHV WKDW GHOLYHUHG DQ LPSRUWDQW PHVVDJH WR
the children attending the Summer Enrichment Program.
0DQNLQGDQGWKHDQLPDOVRIWKH(DUWKGHSHQGXSRQHDFK
RWKHUIRUVXUYLYDO
7KHFKLOGUHQ ZHUHDEOHWR JHWFORVHWR KXQGUHGV RI
DQLPDOVDQGELUGVZKLOHWDNLQJDVDIDULDGYHQWXUHWKURXJK
DFUHVRIQDWXUDOZLOGOLIHKDELWDW(QKDQFHGE\DQLQIRUPDWLYHDXGLRSUHVHQWDWLRQWKH\YLVLWHGWKHIRUHVWVDQG
VDYDQQDV RI $IULFD $XVWUDOLDQ 2XWEDFN PRXQWDLQV RI
South America and tropical rainforests of the world.
³,W KDV EHHQ D ORW RI IXQ DW WKH OLEUDU\ PDNLQJ WKH
SDJHVIRURXURZQSRSXS]RRERRNV´VDLG0DULDK6PLWK
³%XWFRPLQJKHUHWRVHHWKHDQLPDOVKDVEHHQDZHVRPH
7KHJLUDIIHVDQGWKHLUEDE\DUHP\IDYRULWH7KH\DUHVR
WDOOEXWORRNVRJHQWOHDQGIULHQGO\´
³7KHKLSSRVPXVWZHLJKWRQVDQGWRQVDQGWRQV´
UHPDUNHG :LOOLH 6PLWK ³, EHW WKH JURXQG VKDNHV ZKHQ
WKH\ ZDON DQG WKH\ HDW ELJ SLOHV RI IRRG HYHU\ GD\ ,W

WDNHVDELJSODFHIRUWKHPWROLYH´
+HUGVRIDQWHORSHDQGVHYHUDOYDULHWLHVRIGHHUZRQGHUHG WKURXJKRXW WKH SUHVHUYH ZKLOH SULGHV RI OLRQV
VQRR]HGLQWKHDIWHUQRRQVXQDQG]HEUDVJOLGHGDFURVVWKH
ODQGVFDSH %DWWLQJ WKHLU ORQJ H\H ODVKHV RVWULFKHV DQG
OODPDVSHHUHGLQWRWKHZLQGRZVRIWKHEXVPDNLQJH\HWR
eye contact with the children.
8SRQWKHFDUDYDQ¶VUHWXUQWRWKHPDLQFRPSOH[WKH
\RXQJVWHUVFRROHGRIIDWWKH6DIDUL6SODVK:DWHU3DUNDWH
lunch and then strolled through the amusement park and
YLVLWHGWKHLQGLYLGXDODQLPDOFRPSRXQGVUHSWLOHDQGELUG
enclosures.
7KRPO\QQ%LOOLHJDYHFORVHVFUXWLQ\WRWKHDUFKHRlogical displays and commented on the many species of
DQLPDOVWKDWDUHJRQHIRUHYHUDQGZDVFXULRXVDERXWZKDW
FRXOGEHGRQHWRNHHSWKLVIURPKDSSHQLQJ
0DUYHOLQJDWWKHKXJHRVWULFKHJJV7ULQLW\:LOOLDPV
DQG-DQHVVD-RQHVDJUHHGLWLVLPSRUWDQWWRSURWHFWDOORI
the wonderful animals.
/LEUDU\ 6SHFLDO 3URMHFWV &XUDWRU *UHWFKHQ 'H%UHH
VDLG ³7KH ZRUOG LV IXOO RI PRUH ZRQGHUV WKDQ ZH FDQ
FRXQWDQGLWVIXWXUHGHSHQGVXSRQXVIRUVXUYLYDO7KLVLV
our world and we share it with many different ecologies
DQGVSHFLHVRIDQLPDOVELUGVSODQWVUHSWLOHV¿VKDQGLQVHFWV:HPXVWDOOGRRXUSDUWWRSURWHFWWKHHQYLURQPHQW
WRLQVXUHWKHIXWXUH´

Judy Weeks
Judy Weeks

From right, Willie Smith, Trinity Williams and Thomlynn Billie look at the
ancient past through archeology.

Mariah Smith chose a cuddly stuffed lion for a
playmate rather than the more ferocious king
of the beasts who lives at the zoological park.

Judy Weeks

Judy Weeks

`Trinity Williams wants to know what we can do to avoid future extinction like the dinosaurs of prehistoric times.

From left, Jonah Alvarado, Tyrus Billie and Issiah Alvarado cool down at the Safari Splash Water Park.

7UDLO6WXGHQWV$WWHQG%DFNWR6FKRRO%DVK
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Cece Thomas, left, and Telena Holata, get to know their new teacher Alisa Whyte
while doing crafts. Decorated in a western theme with teachers in denim and bandanas, the Brighton Preschool welcomed parents and students Aug. 5 for an open
house to help get the children ready for their ﬁrst day of school Aug. 9. Students
were introduced to their teachers and new classrooms for the upcoming school
year. Students received goodie bags to get them excited for the big day and then
enjoyed refreshments with their parents. -Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Teacher Laverne Thomas helps Cece Thomas put on
her handmade western necklace.

2SHQ+RXVH*LYHV%ULJKWRQ3UHVFKRROHUV2SSRUWXQLW\
WR0HHW7KHLU7HDFKHUVIRUWKH6FKRRO<HDU

WKH EDFN´ VDLG 7XWRU $GYLVRU -XOLVVD &ROOD]R
³7KLV LV WKH VHFRQG \HDU IRU ,QVSLUHG  7KLQN
7XWRULQJ 6HUYLFH KHUH RQ WKH 7UDLO :H VWDUWHG
out with only a few children in the classrooms
DQGHQUROOPHQWKDVQRZGRXEOHG$QLQFUHDVHLQ
JUDGHV DQG DWWHQGDQFH LV D WULEXWH WR \RXU FRPPLWPHQWDVSDUHQWV:LWK\RXUKHOSWKHVHWHDFKHUVDUHVWULYLQJWREHPRWLYDWRUVDQGPHQWRUVIRU
your children and help them learn self-discipline
in order to make learning a fun and rewarding exSHULHQFH´
%OXHOLSVDQGVKULYHOHG¿QJHUWLSVZHUHWHVWLPRQ\ WR WKH IDEXORXV WLPH WKH FKLOGUHQ ZHUH
KDYLQJDVWKHLUSDUHQWVFRD[HGWKHPLQRXWRIWKH
UDLQ IRU WKH ZRQGHUIXO EDUEHFXH GLQQHU WKDW KDG
EHHQ SUHSDUHG RYHU WKH ¿UH 8QGHU WKH FKLFNHH
WKH\RXQJVWHUVGLVFRYHUHGDQDGGHGDWWUDFWLRQRI
VQRZFRQHVSRSFRUQDQGFRWWRQFDQG\

TAMIAMI TRAIL — Children of the Trail
community eagerly rushed to complete their
homework assignments on the afternoon of Aug.
9. The parking lot of the Petties Osceola Trail
)LHOG2I¿FHKDGEHHQFRQYHUWHGIRUWKHLUSOHDVXUH
LQWRDPLQLDWXUHZDWHUSDUNZLWKERXQFHKRXVHV
and a slide for a Back 2 School Bash.
'XQQLQJ WKHLU EDWKLQJ VXLWV WKH\ DSSHDUHG
WREHREOLYLRXVWRWKHVXPPHUUDLQVKRZHUVWKDW
SDVVHGRYHUWKHLUKHDGV
³7KH UDLQ FDQ¶W ERWKHU PH ,¶P JHWWLQJ ZHW
DQ\KRZ´VDLG0DU\3DXOLQH&DQWX³7KLVLVUHDOO\FRRO´
$SSDUHQWO\ HYHU\RQH KDG WKH VDPH LGHD DV
a steady stream of children made trip after trip
GRZQ WKH ZDWHU VOLGH LQWR WKH SRRO VFUHDPLQJ
³*UHDW:KLWH6KDUN´DQG³,¶PD*DWRU´
6FKRROEHJDQGD\VHDUOLHUIRUWKHVWXdents to ensure early release in the spring for the
Green Corn Dance without interfering with holiGD\VDQGFXVWRPDU\VFKRROEUHDNV
Parents gathered in the community chickee
to keep a watchful eye on their children while disFXVVLQJVFKRROVFKHGXOHVUXOHVDQGWLPHIUDPHV
for the teaching programs.
³&RPPXQLW\ DQG SDUHQWDO LQYROYHPHQW LQ
HGXFDWLRQ LV RQH RI WKH EHVW LQYHVWPHQWV WKDW
\RXZLOOHYHUPDNH´VDLG7UDLO/LDLVRQ:LOOLDP
Osceola. “Our children are the future and in order
IRU XV WR VXUYLYH ZH PXVW JLYH WKHP WKH WRROV
QHFHVVDU\ WR DFKLHYH WKHLU JRDOV 7KHVH DUH RXU
IXWXUHOHDGHUVDQGWKH\ZLOOKDYHWKHKHDY\EXUGHQRINHHSLQJRXUFXOWXUHDOLYHDQGSURYLGLQJIRU
JHQHUDWLRQVWRFRPH´
6HPLQROH (GXFDWLRQ¶V . $GYLVRU :LOO
%DFRQ FRQGXFWHG WKH ¿UVW PHHWLQJ RI WKH 
Judy Weeks
 3DUHQWV $GYLVRU\ &RPPLWWHH 3$&  DQG
Children of the trail community play in the water slide
KHOSHGRUFKHVWUDWHWKHHOHFWLRQRIQHZRI¿FHUV
³<RXVKRXOGDOOJLYH\RXUVHOYHVDELJSDWRQ pool at the Back to School Bash.

Rachel Buxton

Kaylee-Joe Gore practices her letters with Grandma Molly and teacher Dorothy Rucks.
Rachel Buxton

Jimi Huff shares a special hug with Kateri Smith.

Judy Weeks

Christina Billie and her children, Briar and Aspen, receive acknowledgement for their commitment to the summer education program at the Trail.

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

0RUH3KRWRVIURPWKH%ULJKWRQ(GXFDWLRQ,QFHQWLYH$ZDUGV&HUHPRQ\

,PPRNDOHH(GXFDWLRQ,QFHQWLYH$ZDUGV5HFLSLHQWV
Immokalee Education Incentive Awards for the year of
2009-2010 were presented as follows:
High School Graduates:
Cassandra Jimmie-Advanced & Honors Class, Josie Davis,
Nikki Jo Davis, Allen Hernandez, Esmeralda Billie, Cheyenne McInturff.
Kindergarten:
Jaliyah Arteaga, Caniah Billie-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Isaiah
Garcia, Jordan Osceola-Three or Less Days Absent, Anthony Avalos, Jr., Sovann Gonzalez-Awards & Certiﬁcates,
Maria Villarreal, Curtis Motlow-Perfect Attendance-Awards
& Certiﬁcates, Ava Nunez-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Dontae
Russell-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Harley Holloway-Three or
Less Days Absent-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Nariah MataAwards & Certiﬁcates.
1st Grade:
Spencer Aguilar GPA 3.87-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Ahmad
Cumings-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Kaden Grimaldo GPA
3.39-Three or Less Days Absent, Cameron Garza GPA
3.31, Randean Osceola GPA 3.81, Mercedes Davis GPA
3.36-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Liberty Robbins GPA 3.91
Awards & Certiﬁcates, Shyanna Escobar GPA 3.14-Perfect
Attendance, Marina Garcia-Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates.
2nd Grade:

Rachel Buxton

Larissa Cortez takes the stage for her academic achievement.

Eli Alvarado-Effort, Gregorio Reynosa-Effort, Priscilla
Alvarado GPA 3.25-Awards & Certiﬁcates, K.J. Davis GPA
3.17-Perfect Attendance-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Geneva
Garcia-Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Raymond James
Mora-Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Thoya Robbins-Awards
& Certiﬁcates, Miah Davis GPA 3.11, Ezekiel Roberts
GPA 3.06-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Kegan Sanchez GPA
3.11-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Kenau Correa GPA 3.00, Brandon Frank GPA 3.22.
3rd Grade:
Issiah Alvarado GPA 3.31-Three or Less Days AbsentAwards & Certiﬁcates, Nicholas Correa GPA 3.07, Jack
Aguilar GPA 3.45, Three or Less Days Absent-Awards &
Certiﬁcates, Joshua Colon GPA 3.69-Awards & Certiﬁcates,
Aiyanna Gonzalez-Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Jada
Holdiness GPA 3.68-Three Days or Less Absent-Awards &
Certiﬁcates, Neo Motlow GPA 3.31, Mazzy Robbins-EffortAwards & Certiﬁcates, Edward Aguilar, Jr.-Effort, Crystal
Garcia-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Carlos Romero-Effort,
Jillian Rodriguez GPA 3.67-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Lindsey
Posada GPA 3.72-Awards & Certriﬁcates, Jon Davis GPA
3.33-Awards & Certiﬁcates.
4th Grade:

Rachel Buxton

Sheila Jones, left, receives her award for 10th grade.

Haylie Holloway GPA 3.37-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Paul
Tahchawwickah-Effort, Amber Alvarado GPA 3.14, Cartaya
Billie GPA 3.72-Three or Less Days Absent-Awards &
Certiﬁcates, Destinee Jimmie-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Jon
Jimmie-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Gherri Osceola GPA 3.75,
Celia Reynosa-Effort, Candice Davis-Effort, Aaliyah Mora
GPA 3.15-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Zephaniah Roberts-Three
or Less Days Absent-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Billy Walker,
Jr.- Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Allyson Yzaguirre GPA
3.44.

5th Grade:
Jonah Alvarado GPA 3.96-Three Days or Less AbsentAwards & Certiﬁcates, Damion Escobar GPA 3.17-Three
Days or Less Absent, Ethan Aguilar GPA 3.29-Three Days
or Less Absent-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Dennis Gonzales
Jr.-Effort-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Makayla Gonzalez-Awards
& Certiﬁcates, Alycia Mora GPA 3.42-Improved GPAAwards & Certiﬁcates, John Robbins GPA 3.06-Awards &
Certiﬁcates, Alexander Garcia III-Effort, Kyle Alvarado GPA
3.15-Three Days or Less Absent.
6th Grade:
Chelsey Alvarado GPA 3.68, Camisha Cedartree-Effort,
Chelsey Ford-Three Days or Less Absent-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Jack Tahchawwickah-Effort, Alphonso Alvarado,
Jr.-Effort, Tarra Boone-Effort, Kenny Davis Jr.-Perfect
Attendance-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Joelli Frank-Advanced
Class, Eliza Mora-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Keniya YzaguirreEffort, Lauren Posada GPA 3.71-Advanced ClassAwards & Certiﬁcates, Rheannon Robbins-Effort, Nehemiah
Roberts-Three Days or Less Absent, Cleofas Yzaguirre GPA
3.65-Awards & Certiﬁcates, Randee Osceola-Effort.
7th Grade:
Larissa DeLaRosa GPA 3.76, Ashley Faz GPA 3.54, Vanessa
Billie-Effort, Johnny Boone III-Effort, Alexis Jimmie-EffortAwards & Certiﬁcates, Jade Tapia-Effort, Ellyse FrankEffort, Esyra Frank -Effort.
8th Grade:
Aaron Alvarado-Three Days or Less Absent, David Billie
III-Effort, Christopher Briscall-Effort, Mshquazeed Jewell Davis-Improved GPA, Salena Perez-Effort, Marissa
Sanchez-Improved GPA, Juliza Martinez-Effort.
9th Grade:
Alexis Aguilar GPA 3.93-Honors Class-Advanced Class,
Taylor Boon-Effort, Damion Garza-Effort, Robert YzaguirreEffort, Le’andra Mora GPA 3.63-Perfect Attendance.
10th Grade:
Corey Garcia-Effort, Charlie Osceola-Perfect Attendance,
Starz Sanchez-Advanced Class-Honors Class.
11th Grade: Jean Frank-Effort, Chelsea Storm GPa
3.58-Three Days or Less Absent, Spencer Jock-Effort,
Michael Shaffer II GPA 3.95-Perfect Attendance.
Reading Challenge Hours:
Jack Aguilar 108, Ethan Aguilar 80, Priscilla Alvarado 148,
Caniah Billie 88, Cartaya Billie 60, Jon Davis 51, Kenny
Davis Jr. 47, Crystal Garcia 58, Geneva Garcia 62, Marina
Garcia 36, Makayla Gonzalez 65, Aiyana Gonzalez 80,
Sovann Gonzalez 60, Alexis Jimmie 34, Destinee Jimmie
45, Aaliyah Mora 111, Alycia Mora 101, Eliza Mora 26,
Raymond Mora 51, Neo Motlow 26, Ava Nunez 111, Dontae
Russell 44, Grace Robbins 53, Mazzy Robbins 44, Liberty
Robbins 36, Thoya Robbins 38, Ezekiel Roberts 75, Zephaniah Roberts 83, Jillian Rodriguez 68, Kegan Sanchez 107,
Billie Walker 80, Jaliyah Arteaga 80, Keanu Correa 31,
Ahmad Cummings 112, Keniya Yzaguirre 39.

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%

%LJ&\SUHVV·6HPLQROH6KDSH8S3URJUDP
)RFXVHVRQ+HDOWK\+DELWV

Janice Osceola

Left photo, the winners
present on the last day of
the program, are, from left,
Erin Espinosa – Housing;
Julie Bond – Big Cypress
Administrative
Services;
Sabrina Dukes – Community Center; Carridine Billie
- Tribal citizen; Patricia Rodriguez - Ahfachkee School;
Valerie Whiteside - Ahfachkee School. Right photo, dietitian Jillian Guralski, front,
talked about healthy eating, weight gain and physical activities, while health
educator Lance Vaz spoke
about the body mass index,
portion sizes, label reading
and more.

/HDUQ$ERXW0ROGDQG+RZ,PSRUWDQW
,QGRRU$LU4XDOLW\ ,$4 ,VWR<RXU+RPH


BY KIRK TRENCHFIELD
IAQ Specialist

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Department is gearing up for a busy 2010 hurricane season. This could mean lots of rain in our area this
summer. For those homes that may have unforeseen roof and/or window leaks, the combination
of heavy rains and Florida’s high humidity are the
perfect recipe for mold growth indoors if your home
experiences water intrusion. We advise all homeowners to take the necessary actions to safeguard
their homes to minimize the potential for indoor
mold problems.
What is Mold?
Molds are living microorganisms that exist everywhere in the environment. Their purpose in nature is to help facilitate the decay of dead plant (cellulose) materials in the outdoor environment. Mold
will feed on any cellulose materials such as wood,
paper, leather, dust, etc. in the indoor environment.
Mold reproduces by producing spores, which are
like “eggs.”
The spores
can lay dormant for extended periods of time
(months to
years) until
the
conditions become
favorable for
growth.
What
C a u s e s
M o l d
Growth Indoors?

SEMINOLE SHAPEUP PROGRAM
ENDING June 29-30, 2010
WINNERS
Tribal Male:
1st Place – Bronson Hill
18.5 lbs.
2nd Place – Carradine Billie
6.5 lbs.

Mold will grow when three conditions are
all in harmony:
 Food source (such as drywall, paper,
clothes, leather, dust etc.)
 Moisture (water, condensation)
 High humidity (usually above 60 percent).
What can you do to prevent mold growth
indoors?
The best way to minimize the chance of mold
growth is to control the three factors mentioned
above:
Control the food source. Since mold loves to
grow on dust, efforts should be made to keep your
home as clean and dust free as possible. This also
PHDQVFKDQJLQJ\RXU$&¿OWHUVRQDPRQWKO\EDVLV
Control the moisture from water intrusion such
as roof leaks, window leaks and plumbing leaks. Efforts should be made to ensure that your roof, windows and plumbing are in good condition.
Control the humidity. Keep the humidity between 45-55 percent. The best way to control humidity in your home is to set the A/C thermostat
temperature between 73 and 78 degrees. Keeping
the temperature too cold or too warm can cause condensation and lead to mold growth. Install a digital
thermostat to make sure that your setting is accurate.
What should I do if I have mold in my home?
If you see mold, report it to your Housing department immediately. Do not touch the affected
area. Limit occupant exposure to the affected area
as much as possible. If you feel that you are experiencing mold-related health effects, let Housing
know so that the appropriate action can be taken to
keep your family safe.
Make sure that Housing contacts the Health
Department; we are here to help you maintain a
healthy indoor environment. Have a safe season everyone.

Tribal Female
1st Place – Pauletta Bowers
2nd Place – Wanda Billie

12.0 lbs.
6.0 lbs.

Non-Tribal Male
1st Place – Jesus Lizarraga
2nd Place – Ruben Hacman
3rd Place – Jose Solano
4th Place – Karlos Suarez
5th Place – Harley Roberts

27.0 lbs.
21.0 lbs.
18.5 lbs.
16.0 lbs.
15.0 lbs.

Non-Tribal Female
1st Place – Crystal Wilcox
1st Place – Julie Bond
2nd Place – Valerie Whiteside
3rd place – Sabrina Dukes
4th Place – Erin Espinosa
4th Place- Robin Riley
5th Place – Patricia Rodriguez

22.0 lbs.
22.0 lbs.
20.0 lbs.
16.0 lbs.
14.0 lbs.
14.0 lbs.
13.5 lbs.

Janice Osceola

*DPEOLQJ$GGLFWLRQ
.QRZWKH6LJQVDQG:KHUHWR)LQG+HOS
BY ERIC BRICKER
STOF Family Services Department

Gambling addiction is thought to affect as many as
one in 20 Americans, although statistics vary on the subject.
Gambling addiction or compulsive gambling was
RQFHFRPPRQO\WKRXJKWWREHDPDWWHURIPRUDOGH¿FLHQF\
or weak character. However, research and modern medicine has illuminated new ideas about problem gambling,
which is now more commonly viewed by the medical
community as a mental health issue, much like substance
abuse and alcoholism.
The diagnosis of gambling addiction or compulsive
JDPEOLQJLQYROYHVWKHSUHVHQFHRI¿YHRUPRUHV\PSWRPV
including preoccupation with gambling, requiring increasing amounts of money to keep up with one’s gambling
habit, unsuccessful efforts to reduce or slow down gambling behaviors, returning to gambling after losing money
in an effort to recoup losses, lying to family or other loved
ones or others in an effort to hide gambling behavior, comPLWWLQJFULPHVLQDQHIIRUWWR¿QDQFHJDPEOLQJULVNLQJLPportant relationships, employment, or other opportunities
due to gambling, depending on others for money to resolve
GLUH¿QDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQVWKDWDUHWKHUHVXOWRIJDPEOLQJ
Problem gambling is associated with a number of social and emotional problems that effect individuals, famiOLHVDQGVRFLHW\DVDZKROH6RPHLVVXHVLQFOXGH¿QDQFLDO
problems ranging from high debt, bankruptcy or poverty,
to legal problems.
In recent years, the addition of online Internet gambling has increased problem gambling by making gambling more accessible and providing privacy for gamblers
who wish to remain anonymous. Problem gambling is
associated with a host of mental and emotional problems
including depression, suicidal behavior, and domestic violence. Problem gambling is also associated with substance
abuse and child abuse.
The treatment of compulsive
gambling usually involves self-help groups such as Gam-

blers Anonymous, counseling, or residential treatment.
However, there is also some debate that certain medications may be helpful in reducing the symptoms of compulsive gambling. Gambling addiction is very treatable,
and like most mental health issues, responds best to early
detection, intervention and treatment.
Gamblers Anonymous is probably the best-known
self-help group for gambling addiction and offers free
meetings in most regions of the country.
Assessment for problem gambling is available at your
ORFDO 672) )DPLO\ 6HUYLFHV RI¿FHV ,Q +ROO\ZRRG FDOO
954-964-6338; Immokalee, 239-867-3480; Fort Pierce,
772-461-7363; Brighton, 863-763-7700; Tampa, 813-2463100; Big Cypress, 863-902-3206.

0RVTXLWRHV&DXVH6HULRXV6XIIHULQJ%H,QIRUPHGRQ7KHVH0RVTXLWR%RUQH'LVHDVHV
BY AVA JOHN
Environmental Health

Mosquitoes cause more human suffering than any other organism -- more than 1
million people die from mosquito-borne diseases every year.
Not only can mosquitoes carry diseases
WKDWDIÀLFWKXPDQVWKH\DOVRWUDQVPLWVHYHUal diseases and parasites that dogs and horses are very susceptible to. These diseases
include dengue, Eastern equine encephalitis
(EEE), West Nile virus (WNV), Saint Louis
encephalitis (SLE) and dog heartworm.
In addition, mosquito bites can cause
severe skin irritation through an allergic reaction to the mosquito’s saliva - this is what
causes the red bump and itching.

Dengue
Dengue is a mosquito-borne infection
that is transmitted to humans through the
bites of infected female Aedes aegypti and
less frequently by Aedes albopictus mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes generally acquire the virus
while feeding on the blood of an infected
person. After virus incubation for eight to 10
days, an infected mosquito is capable, during probing and blood feeding, of transmitting the virus for the rest of its life. There are
four distinct, but closely related, viruses that
cause dengue: DENV 1, DENV 2, DENV
3 or DENV 4. Recovery from infection by
one provides lifelong immunity against that

virus but do not provide protection against
subsequent infection by the other three viruses. After being bitten, following an inFXEDWLRQSHULRGRI¿YHWRHLJKWGD\VV\PStoms are high fever, severe headache, pain in
the joints, pain behind the eyes, muscle and
bone pain, mild bleeding and rash.
Mild dengue fever rarely causes death,
and your symptoms will usually subside
within a week after starting. Dengue hemorrhagic fever, a more severe form of the disease, usually begins the same way as dengue
fever then become worse after several days.
When the fever declines, symptoms
may include damage to blood vessels, decrease in blood cells, bleeding from nose
and mouth, bleeding under the skin and
VRPHWLPHVGHDWK7KHUHLVQRVSHFL¿FPHGLcation for treatment of a dengue infection;
persons who think they have dengue should
consult a physician, care of patients’ centers
on treatment of symptoms and complications. There is no vaccine available against
dengue; therefore prevention is the most important step in staying healthy.
Eastern equine encephalitis
Eastern equine encephalitis is a rare illness in humans and is transmitted by the bite
of an infected mosquito; only a few cases
are reported in the United States each year.
The virus is maintained in nature through a
bird - mosquito cycle, these mosquitoes feed
on infected birds, become carriers of the
disease and then feed on horses and other
mammals, and very rarely on humans.
Infection can cause a range of illnesses with symptoms appearing four
to 10 days after the bite of an infected
mosquito. While most people are asymptomatic, others get only a mild
ÀXOLNH LOOQHVV ZLWK IHYHU KHDGDFKH
and sore throat.
Some people develop infection of
the central nervous system, with sudden fever and severe headache, which
can be followed by seizures and coma.
About half of these patients die from
the disease. Of those who survive,
many suffer permanent brain damage
and require lifetime institutional care.
7KHUHLVQRVSHFL¿FWUHDWPHQWIRU

EEE. Antibiotics are not effective against viruses, and no effective anti-viral drugs have
been discovered. Care of patients centers on
treatment of symptoms and complications.
There is no vaccine against EEE for humans. Reducing exposure to mosquitoes is
the best defense against infection with EEE
and other mosquito-borne viruses.
West Nile virus
West Nile Virus is cycled between birds
and mosquitoes and transmitted to mammals
(including horses) and man by infected mosquitoes. If you become infected with West
Nile virus, you may not experience any
signs or symptoms or you may experience
only minor ones.
WNV might be described in one of three
LOOQHVVHV7KH¿UVWLVDQDV\PSWRPDWLFLQIHFtion. The second West Nile Fever is the least
severe and is characterized by headache,
tiredness, body aches, swollen lymph glands
and occasionally skin rash. This might last a
few days to several weeks.
The third and most severe are grouped
as “neuroinvasive disease,” which affects
the nervous system; West Nile encephalitis
affects the brain, and West Nile meningitis is
DQLQÀDPPDWLRQRIWKHEUDLQDQGPHPEUDQH
around it. Symptoms include high fever,
neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma,
tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness, and
paralysis.
It is estimated that approximately one
in 150 persons infected with the West Nile
virus will develop a more severe form of
disease.
Serious illness can occur in people of
any age. However, people over age 50 and
some immunocompromised persons (for example, transplant patients) are at the highest
risk for getting severely ill when infected
with WNV.
Most people recover from the infection
without treatment, and because this disease
is not caused by bacteria, antibiotics do not
help treat WNV. In severe illnesses standard
hospital care may help decrease the risk of
complication.
The best way to prevent WNV is by reducing exposure to mosquito bites.

Saint Louis encephalitis
St. Louis encephalitis is a rare disease
caused by a virus spread by infected mosquitoes and is one of a group of mosquitoWUDQVPLWWHGYLUXVHVWKDWFDQFDXVHLQÀDPPDtion of the brain (encephalitis).
,WWDNHV¿YHWRGD\VDIWHUWKHELWHRI
an infected mosquito to develop symptoms
of SLE disease. Most people who are infected with SLE have no symptoms or only mild
QRQVSHFL¿FÀXOLNHLOOQHVV+RZHYHULQLWV
more severe form, SLE can cause serious illness that affects the central nervous system.
Symptoms often include fever, headache, stiff neck, disorientation, convulsions,
coma and death.
7KHUHLVQRVSHFL¿FWUHDWPHQWIRU6/(
Care of patient centers on treatment of
symptoms and complications. Also, there
is no vaccine to prevent SLE, therefore prevention centers on public health action to
control mosquitoes and on individual action
to avoid mosquito bites.

your family can use to prevent and control
mosquito-borne diseases.
Recommended preventive methods
should include:
 $YRLG RXWGRRU DFWLYLWLHV ZKHQ PRVquitoes are most active (normally at dusk
and dawn).
'UHVVLQFORWKLQJWKDWFRYHUVWKHVNLQ
(long pants and long sleeves).
8VHLQVHFWUHSHOOHQWSURGXFWVZLWKQR
more than 35 percent DEET for adults and
less than 10 percent for children. It is NOT
recommended to use DEET on children less
than 2 months old. Instead, infants should be
kept indoors, or mosquito netting used over
carriers. Always read the manufacturer’s directions carefully before applying repellent.
&KHFNGUDLQDJHDURXQG\RXUKRPHDQG
rid it and surrounding areas of any standing
water where mosquitoes can lay their eggs.
'HQ\HQWU\E\PRVTXLWRSURR¿QJ\RXU
KRPHZLWKWLJKW¿WWLQJVFUHHQVRQZLQGRZV
and doors.

Dog heartworm
Dog heartworm can be a life-threatening disease for canines. Heartworm is
caused by roundworm, which is transmitted
to your pet through mosquitoes.
Dogs and sometimes other animals such
as cats, foxes and raccoons are infected with
the worm through the bite of a mosquito carrying the larvae of the worm. Visible signs
of heartworm disease may not appear until a
full year after being bitten by infected mosquitoes. In fact, the disease may be well advanced before the dog shows any symptoms.
Dogs with typical heartworm disease
fatigue easily, cough, and appear rough and
not thriving. The initial symptom of heartZRUPLVFRXJKLQJDQGDVWKHSDUDVLWHV¿QG
their way from the heart and into the lungs, it
will cause a group of symptoms similar to a
pulmonary disease. The disease in dogs cannot be eliminated, but it can be controlled or
prevented with pills and/or injections. Some
risk is present when treating dogs infected
with heartworms, but death is rare.
Still, prevention is best. Of course good
residential mosquito control practices reduce the treat of mosquito transmission.
There are several approaches you and

Tips on eliminating mosquito breeding sites:
&OHDQRXWWURXJKVDQGJXWWHUV
 5HPRYH ROG WLUHV DQG GULOO KROHV LQ
tires used in playgrounds so that water can
drain out.
 7XUQ RYHU RU UHPRYH HPSW\ ÀRZHU
pots, beverage containers and cups.
 &KHFN WDUSV RQ ERDWV HTXLSPHQW RU
patio furniture to ensure they are not collecting water.
3XPSRXWELOJHVRQERDWV
5HSODFHZDWHULQELUGEDWKVDQGSHWDQimal feeding dishes at least once each week
(more often if possible).
&KDQJHZDWHULQSODQWWUD\VLQFOXGLQJ
hanging plants, at least once each week.
 5HPRYH YHJHWDWLRQ RU REVWUXFWLRQV
LQGUDLQDJHGLWFKHVWKDWSUHYHQWWKHÀRZRI
water.
&OHDQDQGFKORULQDWHVZLPPLQJSRROV
that are not being used.
8VHODQGVFDSLQJWRHOLPLQDWHVWDQGLQJ
water.
For questions related to the Tribe’s
Mosquito Control Program, call Mosquito
Control at 561-371-5643, or Environmental
Health at 954-962-2009, ext. 10325.

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

)ROORZ7KHVH7LSV
DQG+DYHD6DIH/DERU'D\
SEMINOLE TRIBE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT

The Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Department would like to wish everyone a
happy and safe Labor Day holiday.
Labor Day weekend is traditionally the
end of the summer season, when people take
advantage of the weekend to have fun with
friends and family.
But this is also a time when serious accidents can happen from the misuse of barEHFXHJULOOV¿UHZRUNVDQGVSDUNOHUV
The following are some safety tips to
IROORZ ZKHQ JULOOLQJ XVLQJ ¿UHZRUNV DQG
sparklers.
When grilling:
Propane and charcoal grills should only
be used outdoors (they give off a deadly gas
known as carbon monoxide).
Place grill well away from the home,
deck railings and out from under eaves and
overhanging branches.
.HHSFKLOGUHQDQGSHWVDZD\IURPWKH
grill area.
.HHSJULOOIUHHIURPIDWEXLOGXSDQGWKH
tray below the grill surface.
'RQRWOHDYHWKHJULOOXQDWWHQGHG
Charcoal grills:

,I\RXXVHVWDUWHUÀXLGRQO\XVHFKDUFRDOVWDUWHUÀXLG1HYHUDGGFKDUFRDOÀXLGRU
DQ\RWKHUÀDPPDEOHOLTXLGVWRWKH¿UH SRVVLELOLW\ RI WKH ¿UH IROORZLQJ WKH ÀXLG EDFN
into the can and burning you or an explosion
RIWKH¿UHLWVHOI 
.HHSFKDUFRDOÀXLGRXWRIWKHUHDFKRI
children and away from heat sources.
:KHQ\RXDUH¿QLVKHGJULOOLQJOHWWKH
coals completely cool before disposing of
them in a metal container.
Have a Happy and Safe Labor Day!

Fireworks and Sparklers:
t6TFmSFXPSLTTQBSLMFSTPVUTJEFPOMZ
t"MXBZTIBWFXBUFSIBOEZ
t0OMZVTFmSFXPSLTBTJOUFOEFE%POPUBMUFSUIFN
t/FWFSSFMJHIUBEVEmSFXPSL8BJUBUMFBTUNJOVUFTBOEUIFOTPBL
JUJOXBUFS
t,FFQTQFDUBUPSTBXBZBOEUIFTIPPUFSTIPVMEXFBSFZFQSPUFDUJPO
t%POPUNJYBMDPIPMBOEmSFXPSLT
t5IFUFNQFSBUVSFPGTQBSLMFSTDBOSFBDIUFNQFSBUVSFTPG 
EFHSFFT
t0OMZBEVMUTTIPVMEVTFmSFXPSLTBOETQBSLMFST
5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCF'JSF3FTDVF%FQBSUNFOUSFDPNNFOETUIBUZPV
XBUDIBQSPGFTTJPOBMTIPXJOTUFBEPGNBLJOHZPVSPXOTIPX
Hurricane Portable Generator Safety Tips
t(FOFSBUPSTTIPVMECFPQFSBUFEJOXFMMWFOUJMBUFEMPDBUJPOTPVUEPPST
BXBZGSPNBMMEPPST XJOEPXTBOEWFOUPQFOJOHT
t1MBDFHFOFSBUPSTPUIFFYIBVTUGVNFTDBOOPUFOUFSUIFIPNF
UISPVHIXJOEPXT EPPST PSPUIFSPQFOJOHT
t*OTUBMMDBSCPONPOPYJEFBMBSNTJOZPVSIPNF'PMMPXUIFNBOVGBD
UVSFTBEWJDFGPSQSPQFSQMBDFNFOUBOENPVOUJOHIFJHIU
t%POPUSFGVFMUIFHFOFSBUPSXIJMFJUJTSVOOJOHUVSOJUPGGBOEBMMPXJU
UPDPPMCFGPSFSFGVFMJOH
t%POPUTUPSFGVFMJOUIFIPNF(BTPMJOFBOEPUIFSnBNNBCMFMJRVJET
TIPVMECFTUPSFEPVUTJEFPGMJWJOHTQBDFTJOQSPQFSMZMBCFMFEDPOUBJO
FST
t"QQMJBODFTTIPVMECFQMVHHFEEJSFDUMZJOUPUIFHFOFSBUPSPSBIFBWZ
EVUZPVUEPPSSBUFEFYUFOTJPODPSE$IFDLBMMDPSETGPSDVUTBOEUFBST 
BOENBLFTVSFUIFQMVHIBTBMMUISFFQSPOHT
t*GHFOFSBUPSJTUPCFDPOOFDUFEUPUIFIPVTFXJSJOHUPQPXFSBQQMJ
BODFT BRVBMJmFEFMFDUSJDJBOTIPVMEJOTUBMMBQSPQFSMZSBUFEUSBOTGFS
TXJUDI

,Q2UGHUWR+HOS<RXU&KLOG.QRZWKH$GROHVFHQW%UDLQ
pulsivity and risk-taking develops early in
teens, while the brain area responsible for
thinking, planning, good judgment, decision-making and impulse control is undergoing the most change (and will continue
to develop well into a person’s mid-20s).
Because of this lack of brain maturity,
teens and preteens do not have the ability
to control impulses like adults do, which
in turn increases an adolescent’s chance of
engaging in risky behavior, like smoking,
drinking and illegal drug use.
,Q WKLV FULWLFDO VWDJH RI GHYHORSPHQW
the child needs a parent, not a “trusting”
friend, to step in, set clear boundaries and
serve as that impulse control.

“Don’t you trust me?” your child asks.
<RXUDQVZHUPD\EH³\HV´RQPDQ\OHYels. But when it comes to decision-making
about the use of alcohol, tobacco and other
drugs, it’s not just about trust; it’s about understanding the adolescent brain.
There is a reason so many of our teens
and preteens behave as if they are immortal, acting on impulse without considering
WKH FRQVHTXHQFHV %ODPH LW SDUWLDOO\ RQ
([SODLQWKHULVNVRIDOFRKROWREDFFR
their brain.
and other drug use
The part of the brain that promotes im7DONHDUO\DQGRIWHQ

+RZ\RXFDQKHOS\RXUFKLOG

6HWFOHDUQRQXVHUXOHV
.QRZ\RXUFKLOG¶VIULHQGV DQGWKHLU
parents)
.QRZZKHUH\RXUFKLOGLVDWDOOWLPHV
3OD\ DQ DFWLYH UROH LQ \RXU FKLOG¶V
daily life
Sources: American Medical Association: Alcohol’s adverse effects on the
brains of children, adolescents and college
students. Califano, Joseph, Jr.: How to
Raise a Drug-Free Kid, The Straight Dope
for Parents, NY, 2009. ParentsEmpowered.
org: Utah Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control and Utah Prevention.
Mission: The Big Cypress Team –
“Be The Wall Task Force” is dedicated
to empowering youth to reject harmful
substances by increasing education, motivation, collaboration, and awareness to
create a safe and healthy community.

SAFETY CORNER

.QRZ:KDW+HDW(PHUJHQFLHV$UHDQG+RZWR7UHDW7KHP
BY CHIEF DAVID LOGAN, FIRE MARSHAL
Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue

The Sunshine State is a top tourist destination and second home for many visitors,
largely due to the attractive subtropical climate, which is atypical from the rest of the
U.S.
However, it is apparent to many that
outdoor activities in the hot, humid conditions can become life threatening for those
not prepared to deal with it. As the body
succumbs to the heat hazard, and body temperature rises, the following symptoms of
one of these heat emergencies can occur:
+HDWFUDPSVRFFXUVZKHQH[HUWLQJWKH
body during strenuous activity in a hot environment, which leads to muscle pains and
spasms, often in the legs. Typically this is
an early warning that the body is in trouble
because it is dehydrated. The cramps are
caused due to a depletion of water, salts,

and minerals, and an effected person will
need to stop and address the problem immediately by resting and drinking water or
a sports drink.
+HDW H[KDXVWLRQ FDXVHV WKH ERG\ WR
push blood to the skin in an effort to increase
cooling because too much water is being released through heavy sweating. This takes
blood from the vital organs, resulting in a
mild shock condition and symptoms including paleness, nausea, dizziness, fainting
and a high body temperature. This is a very
VHULRXVVLWXDWLRQWKDWUHTXLUHVWKHSHUVRQWR
move to a cooler place and to drink water
(unless the person begins to vomit).
+HDWVWURNHLVPRVWVHYHUHRXWRIWKH
three heat emergencies, and a deadly heat
illness. The key symptom is that the person
EHFRPHVKRWDQGÀXVKHGEXWLVQRWVZHDWLQJ
EHFDXVHWKH\KDYHUXQRXWRIDGHTXDWHVZHDW
to cool the body. There may still be sweat
on the skin, but no or very little sweat is being produced. Other symptoms are loss of
consciousness, seizures and delirium. The
body temperature has reached 105 degrees
DQGWKLVLVGH¿QLWHO\DOLIHWKUHDWHQLQJVLWXation in which emergency medical services
should be contacted immediately.
2XWGRRUV WHPSHUDWXUHV FDQ EHFRPH
extremely dangerous when it them proORQJHG SHULRGV RI WLPH ,I LW LV QHFHVVDU\
to be outdoors, include periodic breaks in
a cool environment. Even a shaded area
such as underneath a tree may be 10 degrees
cooler than the direct sunlight temperature.
+\GUDWH<RXUVHOIE\GULQNLQJSOHQW\RI
OLTXLGV DWOHDVWHLJKWJODVVHVSHUGD\ HVSH-

cially prior to outdoor activities in the heat.
However, coffee and sodas, which contain
caffeine, should be avoided because they
DUH GLXUHWLFV DQG LQFUHDVH ÀXLG ORVV ZLWKLQ
the body.
Parked vehicles can reach soaring temperatures hotter than those outdoors because the heat is contained. Open the doors
to allow the heat to dissipate or turn on the
air conditioning before entering. Remember
not to leave children or pets in the vehicle,
HYHQ ZLWK WKH ZLQGRZV FUDFNHG ,QWHULRU
WHPSHUDWXUHVFDQULVHTXLFNO\WRFDXVHFRPD
and/or death within several minutes.
First aid involves calling 911 and moving the patient from the heat into a cool environment. Begin to cool the patient immediately with wet towels or ice packs to the
neck, armpits and groin. Use a fan if possible or fan the patient manually, remove
clothing, lie the patient down and elevate
the legs 6 to 12 inches until the emergency
medical responders arrive.

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%

BIRTHDAYS

NOTICE OF SECRETARIAL ELECTION
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&RQWDFW.HLWK1HYHV
(954) 983-1537, Ext 22



THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO CONDUCT A
SECRETARIAL ELECTION FOR THE
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA

Happy birthday to our grandma Alice Sweat on Aug. 6, 2010. We love you
DQGZDQWWRWKDQN\RXIRUHYHU\WKLQJ\RXGRIRUXV<RXDUHDQDZHVRPHJUDQGPD
We’ve really enjoyed traveling with you this year.
Love,
Cheyenne, Stevie, Brianna and all of your grandchildren

+DSS\ ³WK´ ELUWKGD\ 'DQLHO 1XQH]
-URQ6HSW:HDUHYHU\SURXGRI
you for your hard work this year receiving
A’s and B’s all year and perfect attendance.
.HHSXSWKHKDUGZRUNDQGLWZLOOSD\RIILQ
the future.
Love always,
Mom, Dad, Courtney,
-ROH\QHDQG'DOL\DK

Cheyenne,

Hollywood, Florida ±7KH6HPLQROH7ULEDO&RXQFLOKDVUHTXHVWHGWKH%XUHDXRI,QGLDQ$IIDLUVWRFRQGXFWD6HFUHWDULDO(OHFWLRQSXUVXDQWWR7ULEDO&RXQFLO5HVROXWLRQ1R
&³6HFUHWDULDO(OHFWLRQ$PHQGPHQW1R;;,WR&RQVWLWXWLRQDQG%\ODZV6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGDWRUHSHDO$UWLFOH,,6HFWLRQ´
Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida are hereby advised that a Secretarial Election will be held on SEPTEMBER 7, 2010, for the purpose of voting on the proposed
DPHQGPHQWWRWKH7ULEDO&RQVWLWXWLRQWRUHWDLQRUUHSHDO$UWLFOH,,0HPEHUVKLS6HFWLRQ
7KLVHOHFWLRQLVEHLQJFRQGXFWHGE\WKH%XUHDXRI,QGLDQ$IIDLUVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK3DUW
81 of Title 25 of the Code of Federal Regulations (25 CFR Part 81).
3XUVXDQWWRWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRI&)5 G DGXOWWULEDOPHPEHUVZKRUHJLVWHU
WRYRWHLQWKLVHOHFWLRQVKDOOEHHQWLWOHGWRYRWHIRUWKHUHWHQWLRQRUUHPRYDORI$UWLFOH,,
Membership, Section 9 of the Tribal Constitution. A notice is being mailed to all tribal
members 18 years of age and older thirty days prior to the election, at the address listed on
the current tribal membership roll with a voter registration form enclosed. Any member
ZKRGRHVQRWUHFHLYHVXFKIRUPE\PDLOVKRXOGUHTXHVWRQHIURPWKH6HPLQROH$JHQF\
6100 Hollywood Blvd, Suite 206, Hollywood, Florida 33024, or from the Election Board,
Seminole Tribe of Florida, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024.

7+( 5(*,675$7,21 )2506 0867 %( 5(&(,9(' $7 7+( 6(0,12/(
$*(1&<257+(6(0,12/(75,%$/2)),&(%8,/',1*12/$7(57+$1
30 &/26(2)%86,1(66 21$8*867
,IDQ\DGXOWPHPEHULVXQDEOHWRYRWHDWDGHVLJQDWHGSROOLQJSODFHEHFDXVHRIQRQ
residence, temporary absence from the reservation, illness or physical disability, the indiYLGXDOPD\YRWHE\DEVHQWHHEDOORW5HTXHVWVIRUDEVHQWHHEDOORWVPXVWEHGHVLJQDWHGRQ
the voter registration forms.
,WLVSDUWLFXODUO\LPSRUWDQWWKDWRQO\DGXOWPHPEHUVZKRUHJLVWHUWRYRWHLQWKLVHOHFWLRQZLOOEHSHUPLWWHGWRFDVWEDOORWVRQWKHUHWHQWLRQRUUHPRYDORI$UWLFOH,,0HPEHUVKLS
Section 9 of the Tribal Constitution.
,PPHGLDWHO\DIWHUWKHEDOORWVDUHFRXQWHGWKHUHVXOWVRIWKHHOHFWLRQZLOOEHSRVWHGDW
WKH6HPLQROH$JHQF\DQGWKH6HPLQROH7ULEDO$GPLQLVWUDWLYH2I¿FH

THANK YOU
We would like to wish our Dad “Boogie” a happy birthday on Aug. 1, 2010.
<RXDUHWKHJUHDWHVWGDGDQGZHORYH\RX
very much. Thanks for everything that you
do for us. We are lucky to have you Dad.

:( :$17 72 :,6+ <28 $
+$33<7+%,57+'$<0(/$
<RX KDYH JURZQ IURP RXU DGRUable baby girl to a gorgeous, intelligent woman and we hope you Have a
wonderful birthday and wish you many,
many more birthdays to come.

Love,
&RXUWQH\ &KH\HQQH 'DQLHO -R-R
Daliyah and Mom

Love you baby,
0RP'DG(WKDQ 9DQHVVD%LOOLH

UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF GRANTS
FREE INTERACTIVE ONLINE COURSES FOR NATIVES
SEPTEMBER 15, 2010 - ESSENTIAL GRANT SKILLS 2:00PM – 4:00PM
Improve your ability to win grants, avoid common mistakes and take your grants skills to the next level.
Participants will gain valuable insight into submitting successful grant proposals, learn how to avoid common errors even experienced grant writers make, how to answer the funders questions about proposals,
better understand the grants planning process, find and prioritize funding sources, match funders to your
needs, and the importance of networking. Participants should have a good understanding of how to use
the internet and/or have some familiarity with grant writing, and the NLC recommends taking its’ ABCs of
Grants course prior to Essential Grants Skills course.
Register Now at www.NativeLearningCenter.com Or call the toll-free Grant Hotline 866-973-2760

Native Learning Center
Fall Symposium November 2-4, 2010
Gaylord Palms, Kissimmee FL
3 full days of courses focusing on
Tribal Government and Financial Wellness

This is the hardest letter we have
ever had to write! To start off we
would like to thank all the employees
and friends for all the hard work and
supplies given to our family at this
awful time in our lives. To all the peoSOHDQGGHSDUWPHQWVWKDWVHQWÀRZHUV
and cards, and for all the prayers, love
and support we have! To SPD you
went over and above to let us know
you were there to help. We wanted to
also thank the Recreation department
and all the people who showed up in
support of our baby Tyler B. Cypress
IRUKLV¿VKLQJWRXUQDPHQW/RUGZLOOing we can do it again next year!
<RXQHYHUH[SHFWIRURQHRI\RXU
children to leave this earth before you
and only having Tyler B. for 15 years
ZDV127HQRXJK:HPLVVDQGORYH
him more than words can express!
Our hope is that every person reading
this note would realize how precious
and delicate life is and we only have
but a second on this earth! So grab
your love ones and hold them tight
and tell them you love them.
And to our other children we
want you to know how much mom
and dad love you!!
Charlie & Wendy Cypress and Family

POEMS
0\3HUIHFW/LWWOH:RUOG

,QP\SHUIHFWOLWWOHZRUOGSHRSOHJUHHW smile,
They kiss and hug each time they meet.
And parents go that extra mile.
Friends hold hands, and calm your
1RFKLOGLVHYHUKDUPHGRUKXUW
fears;
Abused or treated just like dirt.
They stick around to wipe your tears.
But in the world today most people cry,
But in the world today, we just don’t
And only pray in case they die.
care,
We’ve given in to all that’s bad,
And showing love is somewhat rare.
And then complain that life is hard.
When times are fun all friends are near,
Then things get tough and must disap,QP\SHUIHFWOLWWOHZRUOGZH¶UHDOOWKH
pear.
same
And life is not a spiteful game.
,QP\SHUIHFWOLWWOHZRUOGZHJLYHDQG
People are loyal, honest and just,
share;
And value the gift of friendship and
We make it a point to show we care.
trust.
We live to love, and love to live,
$QG¿QGLWHDV\WRIRUJLYH
But in the world today it seems,
We’ve lost all hope or goals and dreams.
But in the world today we strive on
Malicious acts are seen as witty,
greed,
,WKLQNLW¶VVDGDQGVXFKDSLW\
And crave the things we rarely need.
We step on others to get our way,

,W¶VOLNHWKDW
And hurt with what we do or say.
Alex Tucker
Otter Clan
,Q P\ SHUIHFW OLWWOH ZRUOG FKLOGUHQ

´0\3ULQFHVVµ

Symposium is FREE for Natives

M-y love, my heart, my soul is my gift to you
<RXUVPLOH\RXUORYHLVWKHUHZDUG,ZRXOGZDQW

Special room rate at Gaylord Palms $134

P-recious, like a gem made by angels to shine forever
R-eleasing the passion inside me that burns for you.
,QWHUWZLQLQJRXUGHVWLQLHVVRWKDWZHWZRVRXOPDWHV
1RZDQGIRUHYHUFDQOLYHRXWRXUKRSHVDQGGUHDPV
C-reating our own bond of life, to overcome the challenges,
E-xplore the mysteries, and to enjoy life as it should be
S-haring the peace and love that everyone looks for.
6RLQWKHHQG,ZDQWQRWKLQJEHFDXVH,KDYHHYHU\WKLQJ,QHHG

Details and course schedules available soon
www.NativeLearningCenter.com

Connecting People – Empowering Communities







*RRGWR%.LQJ
Alex Tucker
Otter Clan

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

CLASSIFIEDS

CONGRATULATIONS

Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myrna Loy
(954) 583-9119. Tribal dividends, Master&DUGDQG9LVDDFFHSWHGKRXUV6SHHG\
5HOHDVH  3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFH  1:
31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED !!!

'LYLVLRQ &KDPSV WKH 2&5$ *DWRUV 0LGJHW ZRQ WKH GLYLVLRQ ZLWK D UHFRUG RI
HLJKWZLQVDQGRQHORVV&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWR&RDFK0R0DGULJDO&RDFK9HUQ6PDOOV
DQG&RDFK'DQLHO1XQH]6UDQGDOVRWRDOOWKHSOD\HUVIRUWKHLUKDUGZRUNWKURXJKRXW
the season.

$UH\RXVHHNLQJDQH[WUDLQFRPH":RXOG\RXOLNHWRVHW\RXURZQZRUN
VFKHGXOH":RUNWKHKRXUV\RXFKRRVH:HKDYHWKHDQVZHUWKHMRELVVXLWDEOHIURP
\HDUVDERYHLI\RXDUHLQWHUHVWHGFRQWDFWXVYLD(PDLO$GGUHVVDWKRZDUGBIDEULFV#
VLI\FRP

&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWRP\JLUOIULHQG
(VPHUDOGD%LOOLHIRUJUDGXDWLQJ,¶P
VRSURXGRI\RXEDEHDQG,ORYH\RX
Love,
5DQG\2VFHROD

0LOOHU¶V&RPSDQLRQDQG+RPHPDNHU6HUYLFHV5HJ
:HKHOS\RXDFKLHYHPD[LPXPLQGHSHQGHQFHE\SURYLGLQJ&RPSDQLRQVKLSKRXVHkeeping, meal preparation, laundry, travel companion, doctors appointments, errands, shopSLQJLQWKHFRPIRUWRI\RXUKRPHKRVSLWDORUIDFLOLW\$IIRUGDEOHUDWHVKUKUV6KRUWRU
ORQJWHUPFRQWUDFWV:HDOVRSURYLGHUHVSLWHFDUH$VNDERXWRXU:((.(1'63(&,$/6
)UHH,Q+RPH&RQVXOWDWLRQ&$//867RGD\DW  

,DPJLYLQJDZD\P\<RUNVKLUHVIRU
IUHHGXHWRWKHWUDQVIHU,KDGIURPP\ZRUNLQJSODFH.LQGO\FRQWDFWPHIRUPRUHLQIR
DW*UHJMDUYLV#JPDLOFRP

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to our
EDE\JLUO(VPHUDOGD6DEULQD
Billie on graduating high
school!!
It’s been a long hard
URDG EXW ZH DUH VR SURXG
RI\RXIRUVWLFNLQJLQWKHUH
ZRUNLQJKDUGDQGQHYHUJLYing up.
7KLV LV MXVW WKH EHJLQQLQJ IRU \RX DQG ZH NQRZ
\RXZLOOGRJUHDWWKLQJVDQG
ZHORYH\RXYHU\PXFK

6XEVFULEH7RGD\IRU2QO\
at www.seminoletribe.com

Love,
'DG 0RP 9DQHVVD 
(WKDQ
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K=EAFGD=;@9FF=D

GFDQ9N9AD9:D=AFGMJH9;C9?=
+VU»[Z[Y\NNSL^P[OJHISLVYHUV[OLYZH[LSSP[LJVTWHU`.L[[OLILZ[KLHSHUKILZ[ZLY]PJLH]HPSHISLMVY+09,*;=VUV\Y
:LTPUVSL)\SR9H[L7YVNYHT(NYLH[VMMLYVMJOHUULSZSVJHSJOHUULSZL_JS\ZP]L:LTPUVSL*OHUULSIHZPJ
PUZ[HSSH[PVUVMZH[LSSP[LKPZOHUKVULZ[HUKHYKYLJLP]LYHYLHSSUVJOHYNL[V:LTPUVSL;YPILVM-SVYPKHJP[PaLUZ^OVQVPU
V\Y+09,*;=)\SR9H[L7YVNYHT4V]PLJOHUULSZ/+HJJLZZZWVY[Z[PJRL[ZHKKP[PVUHSHUK\WNYHKLKYLJLP]LYZHYLHSS
H]HPSHISL \WVU YLX\LZ[ HKKP[PVUHS JOHYNLZ ^PSS HWWS` HUK HYL WH`HISL I` [OL PUKP]PK\HS [YPIHS JP[PaLU >L HSZV OH]L
V\YV^UJ\Z[VTLYZLY]PJLKLWHY[TLU[[VOLSW`V\UVULLK[VJHSSHUWOVULU\TILY^HP[W\ZOI\[[VUZHUKNL[
MY\Z[YH[LK>LJHUOHUKSLHSSVM`V\YX\LZ[PVUZZLY]PJLHWWVPU[TLU[ZIPSSPUNLYYVYZPUZ[HSSH[PVUZHUK[LJOUPJHSWYVISLTZ
@V\OH]LUV[OPUN[VSVZLHSV[[VNHPUHUKZH]LI`JHSSPUN\ZH[  
9kg^Bmf])$*()(gmj:mdcHY[cY_][`Yf_]k^jge).(lg)-([`Yff]dkh]j<AJ=;LNhgda[q&L`akZjaf_kl`]LjaZ]k[gkl\gof^jge**&.(lg)1&11h]jY[[gmfl&

#L`akK]eafgd]<AJ=;LN:mdcJYl]Hjg_jYeakYlYpYZd]Z]f]ÚllgK]eafgd]LjaZ]g^>dgja\Y;alar]fk&9ka_f]\Yhhda[Ylagfakj]imaj]\&L`]K]eafgd]<AJ=;LN<]hYjle]flemklZ]fglaÚ]\a^qgm
oak`lgZ]j]egn]\^jgel`akhjg_jYegf[]j]_akl]j]\&J][]an]jkfgdgf_]jY[lanYl]\emklZ]j]lmjf]\lg<AJ=;LNh]jl`]ajd]Yk]\]imahe]flhgda[q$gj[`Yj_]koaddZ]Zadd]\lgl`]ljaZ]e]eZ]j&

)PN*`WYLZZ! c)YPNO[VU-[7PLYJL!c;HTWH!
0TTVRHSLL!  c/VSS`^VVK:V\[O-SVYPKH!  

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%
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CAMP KULAQUA - SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA’S ANNUAL SUMMER YOUTH CAMP

/LIH/HVVRQV+DSSHQRQWKH6LGHOLQHV

Seminole Health Department

Darryl Allen, right, gives tips on viewing life in positive ways. Front, Ruben Burgess.
Adults in back are, from left, Scott Akin, Debra Ray and Jody King.

7KH ROGHU NLGV DW <RXWK &DPS DUH RQ D
³6SRUWV DQG /LIH 6NLOOV´ WUDFN  )DPLO\ 6HU
YLFHV 6WDII 5D\ <]DJXLUUH IURP ,PPRNROHH
VXPPHGLWXS³7KHFDPSLVPRUHWKDQSOD\LQJ
VSRUWVDQGOHDUQLQJDERXWPDQDJLQJ\RXUEDQN
DFFRXQW,W¶VDERXWOHDUQLQJWRFDUHDERXWHDFK
RWKHUDQGORYHHDFKRWKHU´
&DULQJDQGORYHFDQ¶WHDVLO\EHOHDUQHGLQ
DZRUNVKRSEXWFDQSRVVLEO\EHOHDUQHGRQWKH
VLGHVRIDEDOO¿HOG7KLVZDVGHPRQVWUDWHGRQ
DKRWVZHDW\FDPSDIWHUQRRQ
$W WKH HQG RI D JDPH RI D WHVWRVWHURQH
FKDUJHGÀDJIRRWEDOODJURXSRI¿YH\RXQJPHQ
ZHUHVWDQGLQJZLWKDUPVFURVVHGDQGVPLOHOHVV
IDFHVRQWKHVLGHRIWKH¿HOG$FRXQVHORUVD\V
WRDQRWKHU³:H¶YHJRWWRGLIIXVHWKLV´
'HWDLOVVSDUHGVRPHER\VZHUHQRWKDSS\
ZLWK RWKHUV 7KH FRXQVHORUV HQFRXUDJHG WKHP
WRYRLFHWKHLUJULSHV%ULJKWRQ6FKRRO5HVRXUF
HV2I¿FHU'DUU\O$OOHQFKDOOHQJHGWKHFDPSHUV¶
DVVXPSWLRQVRIRQHDQRWKHU+HJDYHWKHPDQ
LGHDWKDWPD\EHMXVWPD\EHWKHLUSHUFHSWLRQV
RIHDFKDQRWKHUZHUHZURQJ0D\EHWKH\GLGQ¶W

NQRZHDFKRWKHU+HOLVWHQHGLQWHQWO\DQGWKHQ
KH]HURHGLQRQDSRVVLEOHXQGHUO\LQJUHDVRQIRU
WKHFRQÀLFW
³<RXIHHOOLNH\RXKDYHWRSURYHWRVRPH
RQH\RX¶UHQRWVFDUHG"%XWWKHUH¶VQRQHHGWR
SURYH\RX¶UHQRWDIUDLG1RRQH¶VDVNLQJ\RXWR
GRWKLV<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRSURYHQRWKLQJWRQR
RQH´VDLG'DUU\O7KLVLVFDPS7KLVLVPDJLF
6HPLQROH<RXWK&DPSZKHUHWKHUHLVDZDWHU
SDUNDEORED&DQWHHQVHOOLQJSHSSHURQL 'DU
U\OGLGQ¶WH[DFWO\VD\WKDW+HXVHGRWKHUZRUGV
WRJHWWKH\RXQJPHQWRVHHWKDWWKURXJKSRVL
WLYHWKRXJKWVWKH\FRXOGVKDSHWKHLUUHDOLW\
7KH\RXQJPHQ¶VDUPVZHUHVWLOOFURVVHG
7KH\ZHUHQ¶WEX\LQJLW7KH\ZHUHPDG'DU
U\O WULHG DQRWKHU DQJOH ³<RX DUH EURWKHUV DQG
FRXVLQV <RX¶UH IURP WKH VDPH FUHHG <RX¶UH
IURP FRPPRQ JURXQG ³ +H HQFRXUDJHG WKHP
WR VWRS IRFXVLQJ RQ WKH RQH WKLQJ WKDW SHHYHV
WKHP³)LQGRQHWKLQJ\RXOLNHDERXWWKHRWKHU
SHUVRQ´$UPVVWLOOFURVVHG
5D\ WRRN RYHU DQG LQVWUXFWHG WKH \RXQJ
PHQWROHWLWRXWVD\H[DFWO\ZKDWZDVEXJJLQJ

WKHP 9RLFHV URVH 0XVFXODU VZHDW\ ERGLHV
OHDQHGLQWRRNVWHSVWRZDUGHDFKRWKHU&RXQ
VHORUVPRYHGLQDQGVHSDUDWHGWKHJURXSLQWR
WZR$IWHUPLQXWHVRIWDONLQJDQGOLVWHQLQJD
FRXQVHORUVDLG³<RXJRWHYHU\WKLQJRXWRI\RX"
7KHQWKDW¶VLW´
6RPH RI WKH ER\V VKRRN KDQGV$OO ZHQW
DZD\ NQRZLQJ WKDW WKH\ FRXOG DOO JHW DORQJ
WKDWWKH\FRXOGJHWRYHULWRUQRW,QVKRUW
KHDWHG PLQXWHV WKH FRXQVHORUV KDG JLYHQ ¿YH
\RXQJ PHQ WRROV WR VROYH LQWHUSHUVRQDO FRQ
ÀLFWVWRDFNQRZOHGJHIHDUWDONWKLQJVRXWFDUH
IRU HDFK RWKHU DV EURWKHUV FRXVLQVIDPLO\ WR
ORRNIRUWKHJRRGLQSHRSOHDQGLJQRUHWKHEDG
DQG 20* WKH ELJ RQH WKH ELJJHVW RQH  WKH
RSWLRQ WR IRUJLYH JHW RYHU LW DQG JHW RQ ZLWK
FDPS
:RXOGHDFKER\UHDOO\³JHW´WKLVPLQLOLIH
OHVVRQFRQGXFWHGRQWKHVSRUWVVLGHOLQHV"(DFK
ER\KDGWKHUHPDLQGHURIWKHGD\WKHQH[WWKUHH
GD\VRIFDPSDQGWKHZHHNVDQGPRQWKVDKHDG
WRGHFLGH

%HQHDWKWKH%ORE:KDW5HDOO\*RHVRQDW6HPLQROH<RXWK&DPS"
ALL STORIES AND PHOTOS
SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE HEALTH DEPARTMENT

There’s a blob, a go cart track, a disc golf course,
VSRUWV¿HOGVDULYHUUDIWWULSDZDWHUSDUNHYHQD]RR
ZLWKDWLJHU,VWKLV&DPS.XODTXDWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
RI )ORULGD¶V $QQXDO 6XPPHU <RXWK &DPS" 2U LV LW
PRUH" ,V LW QXWULWLRQ DQG PRQH\ PDQDJHPHQW FODVVHV
F\EHUEXOOLQJ SUHVHQWDWLRQV RU LQWHUQHW VDIHW\ ZRUN
VKRSV" 7KLV ZDV WKH VL[WK \HDU WKH FDPS ZDV KHOG«
DJRRGWLPHWRDVN:KDWLV7KH5HDO6HPLQROH<RXWK
&DPS LWV KHDUW":KDW OLHV EHQHDWK WKH EORE" +HUH LV
ZKDWFDPSHUVFRXQVHORUVDQGVWDIINQRZDERXW6HPL
QROH<RXWK&DPS

<RXWK*HW,W

1RPDWWHUZKDWWKHLUDJHFDPSHUVXQGHUVWDQGWKH
PDLQ PHVVDJHV DW FDPS7KH\ JHW LW LI WKH PHVVDJH LV
DERXW KHDOWK ³6RPH KHDOWK GULQNV WHOO \RX WKH\ DUH
KHDOWK\ EXW ZKHQ \RX VWDUW OHDUQLQJ DERXW WKHP \RX
¿QGRXWWKH\KDYHDORWRIVXJDUDQGVXJDU¶VQRWJRRGIRU
\RXUKHDOWK´VD\V'DULXV)ULGD\DJH %& 
7KH\JHWWKHPHVVDJHLILWWUDQVFHQGVSK\VLFDOKHDOWK
WREDODQFHGKHDOWK7RKDYHDJRRGOLIH\RXKDYHWRJHW
DQHGXFDWLRQGRQ¶WGRGUXJVSOD\VSRUWVKDYHDIDPLO\
WKDWORYHV\RXDQGWDNHVFDUHRI\RXDQGIHHGV\RXHYHU\
GD\´VD\V-RKQ2VFHRODDJH +ROO\ZRRG 
7KH\JHWWKHPHVVDJHLILW¶VVFDU\ OLNHWKHPHVVDJH
LQWKHVDIHW\FODVV ³,OHDUQHGDOLWWOHJLUOJRWFDSWXUHG
VR,VKRXOGQ¶WZDONRQWKHVWUHHWDORQH´VD\V5DQGHDQ
2VFHRODDJH ,PPRNDOHH 
2Q WKH VDPH WRSLF \HDUROG 6WDQOH\ &\SUHVV
DJH  %&  VD\V ³, OHDUQHG WKDW DEGXFWLRQV KDSSHQ
<RXVKRXOGNLFNDQGVFUHDPDQGKDYHDSRVLWLYHPLQG
³'LGWKHZRUNVKRSPDNH6WDQOH\PRUHDIUDLG"³1R´KH
DQVZHUV³,WPDGHPHPRUHFRXUDJHRXV´
7KH\JHWWKHPHVVDJHLILWKLWVKRPH OLNHWKHPHV
VDJHLQWKHLQWHUQHWVDIHW\FODVV ³,OHDUQHGWKDWVH[WLQJ
LVDIHORQ\DQGWKDWFKLOGSUHGDWRUVDUHHYHU\ZKHUH,¶P
JRLQJWREHPRUHFDUHIXODQGLI,VHHIULHQGVGRLQJGDQ
JHURXV EHKDYLRU ,¶PJRLQJWRWHOOWKHPWRVWRS´VD\V
6WHYH+DUULVRQDJH +ROO\ZRRG 

&DPSHUV·%HKDYLRU&KDQJHV

0DQ\ DGXOWV QRWLFHG \RXWK¶V EHKDYLRU LPSURYLQJ
HDFK GD\  ,Q WKH FRXUVH RI RQH ZHHN OLWWOH SRVLWLYH
FKDQJHVZHUHKDSSHQLQJ³$WWKHVWDUWRIFDPSZKHQ
WKH\ZDQWHGP\DWWHQWLRQWKH\VDLGµ+H\¶1RZWKH\
VD\ µ([FXVH PH¶´ VD\V 9HURQLFD 0DWD FRXQVHORU RI
\HDUROGJLUOV
7RPP\ 0F*HH$IWHU &DUH &RXQVHORU IURP +RO
O\ZRRGVD\V³,ZDVVWDQGLQJLQOLQHWRJHWDGULQNDQG
D\HDUROGER\SDVVHGLQIURQWRIPH+HORRNHGXSDW
PHDQGVDLGµ([FXVHPH¶,ZDVQ¶WH[SHFWLQJWKDW´
7KHVHVPDOOFKDQJHVLQEHKDYLRUPD\VHHPLQVLJ
QL¿FDQWE\WKHPVHOYHVEXWZKHQ\RXKDYHDPRYHPHQW
WKURXJKFDPSRIEHWWHUEHKDYLRULQVHYHQGD\VDQGQHDU
WKHHQGRIFDPSD\HDUROGER\RSHQVWKHGRRUIRU
\RX WR OHW \RX JR ¿UVW QRZ WKDW LV UHDOO\ VRPHWKLQJ
:KLFKOHDGVXVWRWKHQH[WSRLQW

&DPSHUV/HDUQ5HVSHFW7HDPZRUN
5HVSHFWDQG0RUH5HVSHFW

5HVSHFWLQJRWKHUVZDVWKHPDLQOHVVRQWKDWFDPS

“Counselors ask us to be respectful.
What does that mean? It means not
being angry at people all day. It’s part
of being mentally healthy. I’m learning
that at camp, learning life skills, not
just eating right.” Talon Youngman, age
14 (Lake Placid)

“I learned I have to be able to control
my temper, calm it down.” Tyler Tigertail, age 15 (Big Cypress)

HUV VD\ WKH\ OHDUQHG $OPRVW HYHU\ \RXWK , WDONHG WR
VDLG ZKDW$DURQ$OYDUDGR DJH  ,PPRNROHH  VD\V
³,OHDUQHGWHDPZRUNDQGUHVSHFW,ZLOOWDNHWKHUHVSHFW
KRPHZLWKPH,ZLOONHHSUHPLQGLQJP\VHOIµ,QHHGWR
UHVSHFWP\SDUHQWVKHOSP\SDUHQWV¶´7KHPHVVDJHRI
UHVSHFWZDVFRQWLQXRXVO\UHLQIRUFHGLQWKHFDELQVGXU
LQJOXQFKWLPHRQWKHEDOO¿HOGV
)UHG0XOOLQVD)DPLO\6HUYLFHV&RXQVHORUDW,P
PRNDOHHZDVDFRXQVHORUIRUDFDELQRIVL[\HDUROGV
+HKHOSHGRQHER\OHDUQKRZWRSXWWKHELJFRQFHSWRI
UHVSHFWLQWRDFWLRQE\JLYLQJKLPWKUHHHDV\WRIROORZ
VWHSV%HVORZWRVSHDN%HVORZWRDQJHU%HTXLFNWR
OLVWHQ7KHER\WKDQNHG)UHGE\PDNLQJKLPDUHG\HO
ORZZKLWHDQGEODFNEHDGHGQHFNODFHZKLFK)UHGZRUH
HYHU\GD\
$QG LI WKH FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK FDULQJ DGXOWV GRHVQ¶W
GR WKH WULFN \RXWK DUH HQFRXUDJHG WR DFW UHVSHFWIXOO\
WKURXJKPRQHWDU\UHZDUGV&RXQVHORUVDUHRQWKHORRN
RXWIRU³UDQGRPDFWVRINLQGQHVVDQGUHVSHFW´DQGZKHQ
WKH\VHHFDPSHUVWU\LQJWRTXLHWRWKHUVGRZQZKLOHDQ
DGXOWLVVSHDNLQJRUSLFNLQJXSWUDVKWKH\UHZDUGWKHP
ZLWKSOD\PRQH\WKDWFDPSHUVFDQVSHQGDWWKH&DQWHHQ
RUWKHFDPSVWRUH

:LWK3DUHQWV·+HOS,W
&RQWLQXHV

RIWKHFDPSHUVKDYHEHHQWRFDPSPXOWLSOHWLPHV
7KHDWPRVSKHUHRIFDPSLVFKDQJLQJQRWHGPDQ\
DGXOWV,WLVFDOPHUUXQVPRUHVPRRWKO\2IFRXUVHWKH
VWDIIDUHPRUHH[SHULHQFHG%XWVRPHWKLQJPRUHSUR
IRXQG LV KDSSHQLQJ<RXWK DUH FKDQJLQJ7KH FDPS LV
KDYLQJDQLPSDFW
/LOO\<DZQKDVEHHQDFRRNDW&DPS.XODTXDVLQFH
WKH¿UVWWLPHWKHFDPSZDVKHOGWKHUH6KHZDWFKHVWKH
GLQQHU EXIIHW OLQH WR PDNH VXUH WKH DOXPLQXP SDQV
DUHQHYHUHPSW\6KHKDVDSHDFHIXOQRQIRRGUHODWHG
ORRNRQKHUIDFH³,¶YHQRWLFHGDFKDQJHLQWKH\RXWK
7KH\¶YH EHFRPH PRUH UHVSHFWIXO , MXVW ZDQW WR KXJ
WKHPDOO´
6HPLQROH6XPPHU<RXWK&DPSLVQRWDRQHWLPH
ZHHNORQJ YDFDWLRQ ,W LV D OLIHFKDQJLQJ PXOWL\HDU
H[SHULHQFH IRU \RXWK VWDUWLQJ DW DJH  DQG HQGLQJ DW
,PDJLQHLIDER\RUJLUODJHJRHVWRFDPSHDFK
VXPPHU IRU  \HDUV ,PDJLQH LI GXULQJ WKH VFKRRO
\HDU SDUHQWV VWDII DQG WULEDOSURJUDPV UHLQIRUFHZKDW
WKH\RXWKOHDUQHG,PDJLQHLIKHDOWKRIPLQGERG\DQG
,W&KDQJHVWKH&RPPXQLW\
VSLULWKLJKVHOIHVWHHPDQGUHVSHFWRISHHUVHOGHUVDQG
7KLV LV WKH FDPS¶V VL[WK \HDU  ,W VWDUWHG ZLWK  FRPPXQLW\LVHPEUDFHGSXWLQWRSUDFWLFHDQGQHYHUIRU
\RXWK7KLV\HDUDWWHQGDQFHZDVDURXQG&DPSHUV JRWWHQE\6HPLQROH\RXWK
FRPHIURPDOOWULEDOORFDWLRQVDQGDUHDJHV0DQ\
1RQHHGWRLPDJLQH7KLVLVKDSSHQLQJQRZ

6WDQ)ULVFKPDQ$VVLVWDQW5HFUHDWLRQ'LUHFWRU%&³,I
NLGVJHWKRPHDQGVWDUWVD\LQJµ,¶PERUHGUHPHPEHU
WKDWDOOWKHUHVHUYDWLRQVKDYHJUHDWUHFGHSDUWPHQWV´
7ZR KRXUV EHIRUH FDPS HQGHG -HQQLIHU 7RPPLH
DJH %ULJKWRQ ZDVVWDQGLQJZLWKWZRIULHQGVRQKHU
FDELQ¶V SRUFK 6KH ZDV UHDOLVWLF DV VKH WKRXJKW DERXW
ZKDW WKH QH[W VHYHUDO PRQWKV KHOG LQ VWRUH IRU KHU
³7KHUH ZLOO EH UHODWLRQVKLS GUDPD ZKHQ ZH JHW EDFN
DQGLWZLOOEHGLI¿FXOWWRVWD\RXWRILW´
+HUWZRIULHQGVDJUHHDQGDGGWKDWWKHUH¶VDOVRD
ORWRISHHUSUHVVXUHDQGSDUHQWVGRQ¶WUHDOO\XQGHUVWDQG
ZKDW WHHQV DUH JRLQJ WKURXJK ³:H NQRZ WKH\ FDUH
7KH\WHOOXVWREHKDYH´VD\WKHJLUOV%XWWKHLUOLYHVDUH
FRPSOH[³7KHUHDUHSHRSOH¿JKWLQJVSUHDGLQJUXPRUV
DQGORWVRIGUDPDDWVFKRRO´VD\WKHJLUOV
&DPSOHVVRQVZLOOKHOSWKHP7KH\VD\WKH\OHDUQHG
WRQRWEXOO\RUJLYHLQWRSHHUSUHVVXUHEXWZLOOVWLOOQHHG
KHOSIURPSDUHQWVIDPLO\DQGWULEDOVWDIIWRUHSHDWHGO\
SXWWKHVHOHVVRQVLQWRDFWLRQGXULQJWKHVFKRRO\HDU

7KH OHVVRQV NLGV OHDUQ DW
FDPS GRQ¶W VWRS ZKHQ WKH\ JHW
KRPH-XVWLQ5RIIDJH %& 
XVHGWRZDNHXSDWEXWVWDUWHG
ZDNLQJXSDWDWFDPS³:DNLQJ
XSHDUO\JLYHV\RXDEHWWHUIHHO
LQJIRUWKHGD\,¶PJRLQJWRWU\
JHWXSHDUO\ZKHQ,JHWKRPH´
/RJDQ2UWL]DJH %ULJK
WRQ  VD\V RQ WKH ¿QDO GD\ RI
FDPS ³, OHDUQHG WR HDW KHDOWK\
IRRGVDQGWREHDFWLYHHYHU\GD\
,SODQWRZRUNRXWDWWKHJ\P´
%XWWKHVHTXRWHVFDPHIURP
WKHNLGVLQWKHPLGVWRIWKHPDJL
FDO FDPS  ,Q UHDOLW\ VWLFNLQJ
ZLWK KHDOWKLHU KDELWV RI PLQG
ERG\ DQG VSLULW LV FKDOOHQJLQJ
3DUHQWV DQG RWKHU DGXOWV DUH
QHHGHG
³,WKLQNWKH\RXWKFDQUHWDLQ
ZKDW WKH\ OHDUQHG LI WKHLU SDU
HQWV KHOS E\ PDNLQJ KHDOWKLHU
IRRGVDYDLODEOHE\HQFRXUDJLQJ
WKHPWRGULQNORWVRIZDWHU´VDLG
&LQG\ $JXLODU ZKR ZLWK KHU
KXVEDQG (GZDUG ZDV D YROXQ
WHHU FRXQVHORU &LQG\ DQG (G
ZDUG DWWHQGHG FDPS ZLWK WKHLU
WZRVRQVDQGLQWHQGRQNHHSLQJ
WKHKHDOWK\KDELWVJRLQJDOO\HDU
³,W¶VGRDEOH´VKHVD\V
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR SDUHQWV DQG
IDPLO\ VXSSRUW \RXWK ZLOO QHHG
DQGFDQXVHWKHVXSSRUWRIWULEDO
SURJUDPV WR VWD\ KHDOWK\ ³:H
FDQ¶WGRWKLVFDPSDOO\HDU´VD\V Rafting the Ichetucknee River is one of camp’s highlights. Youth learn courage, trying new things and patience.

“We showed the youth a 5-pound bag
of sugar. This is the amount of sugar
you get if you drink two sodas a day for
a month. All of them seemed shocked.
They said, ‘Oh my gosh! I didn’t know
soda had that much sugar!’” Jillian Guralski, Dietician

“I used to drink four sodas a day, but
I’m cutting back to zero because it has
a lot of sugar and I could get diabetes.”
Tyrus Billie, age 12 (Big Cypress)

“Our counselors are teaching us to
not talk back, to be better people.”
Ethan Aguilar, age 11 (Immokalee)

“The youth learn that they have to choose
to make the rez what they want it to be. Because of what we learn here at camp, youth
can make choices to make our reservations
good, clean communities.” Helene Buster,
Family Services Director

“I learned that competition is good. It’s
what keeps us going. And teamwork
is what gives us an edge. If we work
together, there is no way you can stop
us.” Justin Roff, age 14 (Big Cypress)

“I learned to not stoop to a bully’s level. Be
better than the bully. Be nicer. The camp is
a good place to learn about bullying. A lot
of places don’t teach you stuff like that.”
Turquoise Battiest, age 13 (Hollywood)

Seminole Health Department

“It’s dangerous out there. Even when
you think it’s safe, there’s drugs and
kids joining gangs. That’s why it’s good
to have a camp like this. The camp
helps youth learn teamwork, stay active and have a strong cultural identity.
It helps them from doing drugs and
joining gangs.” Nick Frank, counselor

“On the ﬁrst day I got here, I drank ﬁve
waters. On the last day, I drank 12.”
Brevon Cypress, age 11 (Hollywood)

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH%
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7HHQV*HWDQ$%&/HVVRQ)URP%RVV

Seminole Health Department

Youth make friends from other Reservations. They say it helps them have conﬁdence when visiting Seminole
locations away from home.

&DPS8QLILHVZLWK)ULHQGVZLWK3XUSRVH
2QHJRDORI<RXWK&DPSLVWREULQJEDFNWKH
ROG IHHOLQJ RI ³ZKHQ HYHU\RQH NQHZ HYHU\RQH´
&DPSHUVIURP+ROO\ZRRG%&%ULJKWRQ,PPR
NDOHH7DPSD7UDLO DQG )W 0H\HUV DUH GHOLEHU
DWHO\PL[HGWRJHWKHULQFDELQV
³:H DUH D WULEH 7KHUH VKRXOG EH QR PRUH
µ,¶PIURP%ULJKWRQ,¶PIURP,PPRNDOHH¶´VD\V
+HOHQH%XVWHU&DPS'LUHFWRU
%XWGROLYLQJSOD\LQJDQGOHDUQLQJWRJHWKHU
IRURQHZHHNUHDOO\EULQJNLGVDQGDQHQWLUHWULEH
WRJHWKHU"³,¶YHPDGHDORWRIIULHQGV´VD\V/LVDQ
GUD%DNHUDJH %& 
6KHOLVWVZKHUHKHUQHZIULHQGVOLYH³%ULJK

WRQ+ROO\ZRRG7DPSDDQG,PPRNDOHH´
6KHVD\VVKHXVHGWRKDYHRQO\WKUHHIULHQGV
IURP RWKHU UHVHUYDWLRQV 1RZ VKH KDV GR]HQV
:KHQ/LVDQGUDJRHVWRDQHYHQWDWDGLIIHUHQWUHV
HUYDWLRQ VKH ZLOO VHH SHRSOH VKH NQRZV SHRSOH
ZKRDUHDOUHDG\IULHQGV³,ZLOOIHHOPRUHFRQ¿
GHQWEHFDXVH,DOUHDG\NQRZVRPDQ\SHRSOH´
-XVWLQ5RIIDJH %ULJKWRQ DJUHHV³,PDGH
QHZIULHQGVIURPGLIIHUHQWUHVHUYDWLRQ´KHVD\V
WKHQJRHVRQWRH[SODLQZK\WKLVLVLPSRUWDQW³,I
ZHDOOZRUNWRJHWKHUZHFDQPDNHDEULJKWIXWXUH
IRURXUNLGVDQGWKHLUNLGV´

<RX PD\ NQRZ KHU DV +HOHQH SROLFHFDUVZRXOGKDYHEHHQH[SHQVLYH VLOHQFH %RVV KDG GRQH LW DJDLQ 6KH
%XVWHU'LUHFWRURI)DPLO\6HUYLFHVDQG QRW MXVW ZKLWH EXW UHG \HOORZ EODFN KDGXVHGD³VLWXDWLRQ´DWFDPSWRJLYH
<RXWK&DPS'LUHFWRU%XWIRURQHZHHN ZLWKOHWWHULQJDQGFRPSOH[ORJRVHDFK DOLIHOHVVRQ$ZDVFRQQHFWHGWR%ZDV
GXULQJWKHVXPPHURYHU6HPLQROH RQH DQ DUW SURMHFW 1RW PDQ\ FDPSHUV FRQQHFWHG WR &<RXU DFWLRQV DUH FRQ
\RXWK NQRZ KHU DV ³WKH ERVV´
QHFWHG WR FRQVHTXHQFHV ZKLFK
RU VLPSO\ ³%RVV´ :KHQ %RVV
“If I have to, I’m going to discipline EHFRPH FRQQHFWHG WR WKH WULEH
VSHDNV\RXOLVWHQ6KHWHOOVLWOLNH them. But even when I get stern with them, ZKLFKLV\RX 
LWLVDQGGRHVQ¶WKHVLWDWHWRQDPH
/DWHU LQ D UHPRWH FRUQHU
QDPHV ³-RKQ 6PLWK ¿FWLFLRXV I give them a hug and tell them I love RIFDPSDJURXSRIWHHQVZHUH
QDPH WR SURWHFW WKH JXLOW\  <RX them,” said Helene Buster, a.k.a “Boss”
ZDVKLQJWKHVKDYLQJFUHDPRII
VWRSUXQQLQJULJKWQRZ6LWGRZQ
WKHSROLFHFDUV6RPHPD\KDYH
DQGEHTXLHW,NQRZ\RXUPRPPD´,W KDGFRQVLGHUHGWKDW
EHHQWKLQNLQJDERXWWKHHDUO\PRUQLQJ
LV OXQFKWLPH DQG %RVV LV XVLQJ D PL
%\  VKH KDG WKH FDPSHUV $%&OHVVRQSURYLGHGE\WKHERVV
FURSKRQH 6LQJOLQJ RXW RQH \RXQJVWHU LQ SLQGURS VLOHQFH
GRHV WKH WULFN (YHU\RQH UDWFKHWV WKHLU 6RPH ZHUH ¿GJHWLQJ
EHKDYLRUGRZQDQRWFK7KH\VLWVWLOOHU PRYLQJ WKHLU ZHLJKW
ORZHUWKHLUHQWKXVLDVWLFYRLFHV
IURPIRRWWRIRRW%RVV
'XULQJWKHVL[\HDUVWKDWWKH6HPL ZDV QRW \HW ¿QLVKHG
QROH<RXWK&DPSKDVEHHQKHOG+HOHQH ³:KR GR \RX WKLQN
DQGDERXWRWKHUVWDIIDQGDGXOWYRO ZRXOGKDYHWRSD\IRU
XQWHHUVKDYHOHDUQHGPDQ\OHVVRQV%XW WKH SDLQWLQJ RI WKHVH
WKHQHHGIRUD³7KH%XFN6WRSV+HUH´ YHKLFOHV"´ VKH DVNHG
NLQG RI OHDGHU LV WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW ³,WZRXOGFRPHRXWRI
RQH³:H¶YHOHDUQHGWKDWWKHUHKDVWREH WKHWULEH¶VSRFNHW$QG
DERVV$QGWKHNLGVKDYHWRNQRZWKDW ZKR LV WKH WULEH" ,W¶V
ZKHQWKDWSHUVRQVSHDNVWKDW¶VWKHERW \RX :KHQ \RX GDP
WRPOLQH´H[SODLQV+HOHQH
DJHWKHYHKLFOHVZKHQ
7KH %RVV KDG WR EH FDOOHG RXW RQ \RXVSUD\JUDI¿WLRQD
WKHODVWPRUQLQJRIFDPSEHFDXVHRID WULEDO EXLOGLQJ ZKHQ
³VLWXDWLRQ´WKDWKDSSHQHGLQWKHPLGGOH \RXOHDYHWKHOLJKWVRQ
RIWKHQLJKW6RPHRQHKDGVSUD\HGWKH LQ WKH J\P RYHUQLJKW
SROLFHFDUVZLWKVKDYLQJFUHDP6WDQG ZKR SD\V IRU WKLV"
LQJ LQ IURQW RI WKH ROGHU FDPSHUV DW  <RXGR:KHQWKHWULEH
$0%RVVZDVQRWKDSS\
SURVSHUV \RX SURVSHU
7KHFDPSHUVZHUHXQXVXDOO\VLOHQW :KHQ WKH WULEH KDV WR
DV+HOHQHJDYHPDQ\RIWKHPDYLHZ SD\ IRU GDPDJH \RX
SRLQWWKH\KDGQRWFRQVLGHUHG7KLVZDV KDYH WR SD\ IRU GDP
QRWDKDUPOHVVSUDQNEXWRQHWKDWFRXOG DJH´
Seminole Health Department
KDYH KDG VHULRXV FRQVHTXHQFHV ,I WKH
6HYHUDO VHWV RI Helene Buster’s honest words lets the youth know when they
VKDYLQJ FUHDP KDG GULHG RQ LW FRXOG H\HV GURSSHG GRZQ are not respectful. They also know how much she cares about
KDYHGDPDJHGWKHSDLQW5HSDLQWLQJWKH DQG WKHUH ZDV PRUH each of them.

3RVWHU$VVLJQPHQW/RRNV6LPSOHEXW5HTXLUHV*URZQ8S6NLOOV 7DOHQW6KRZ,V2SSRUWXQLW\
7KH OHVVRQV DW 6HPLQROH <RXWK
&DPS KDSSHQ HYHU\ZKHUH DW HYHU\
PRPHQW:KLOHFDPSHUVDUHGUDZLQJ
SRVWHUVWKH\DUHDOVROHDUQLQJDERXW
ZRUNLQJWRJHWKHUDVDWHDPDQGWUHDW
LQJRWKHUVZLWKUHVSHFW
2QWKHPRUQLQJRIWKHWKLUGGD\
WKH \RXQJHU FDPSHUV DUH PDNLQJ
SRVWHUV WKDW VXP XS FDPS 6RXQGV
HDV\EXWLWPHDQVPXOWLSOHLGHDVDQG
DELOLWLHVDQGLQWKHHQGRQHSRVWHU,W
UHTXLUHV FROODERUDWLRQ DQG FROODER
UDWLRQUHTXLUHVHJRFRQWDLQPHQWDQG
FKRRVLQJZRUGVZLVHO\
$WDWDEOHRIVL[\HDUROGJLUOV
WKLQJV JR ZHOO LQLWLDOO\ &RXQVHORU
DQG 7DPSD 3ROLFH 2I¿FHU &ODXGLD
$FHYHGRDVNVWKHJLUOVWRVNHWFKWKHLU
LGHDVRQVPDOOSLHFHVRISDSHU(YHU\
RQHJHWVEXV\2QHSRVWHUVWDQGVRXW
DVLPSOHEODFNOLQHGUDZLQJRIDJLUO
UXQQLQJ ZLWK ZRUGV DERYH WKDW UHDG
6HPLQROH <RXWK &DPS DQG ZRUGV
EHORZWKDWUHDG6KLQH2Q
&ODXGLD VXJJHVWV XVLQJ WKLV RQH
DV WKH PDLQ GHVLJQ RI WKH SRVWHU

³:KR DJUHHV"´ VKH ZLVHO\ DVNV 1R
DQVZHUV  6KLQH 2Q¶V FUHDWRU LV WRR
VK\ WR VSHDN XS DQG ¿YH RWKHUV DUH
URRWLQJ IRU WKHLU RZQ LGHDV &ODXGLD
DVNVDJDLQ³'R\RXDJUHH"´6LOHQFH
7KH WHQVLRQ LV KLJK DW WKH JLUOV¶
WDEOH%XWDWDQHDUE\WDEOHRI\HDU
ROG ER\V HYHU\RQH LV ZRUNLQJ WR
JHWKHU DQG PDNLQJ TXLFN SURJUHVV
7KH\ KDYH DOUHDG\ DJUHHG RQ WKH
PDLQPHVVDJH³'RQ¶WEHDÀHD´%H
GUXJIUHH´(YHU\RQHLVKDSSLO\DGG
LQJ WKHLU DUW RQ WKH VLGHOLQHV RI WKH
PDLQ VORJDQ FROODERUDWLRQ DW LWV
EHVW
$WRWKHUWDEOHVNLGVDUHGUDZLQJ
UDLQERZV$PHULFDQÀDJVFRNHFDQV
HQFLUFOHG ZLWK WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO QR
VLJQ3DVWHGRQWRPDQ\RIWKHSRVW
ers are soccer balls, footballs, turtles,
DQGHYHQDSHQJXLQ:RUGVUHDGWDNH
DEDWKZDVK\RXUKDQGVGRQ¶WGRDO
FRKROEHQLFHGRQ¶WWKURZ\RXUWUDVK

RQWKHJURXQGKDYHDKHDOWK\KHDUW
DQGKDYHIXQ
%DFN DW WKH JLUOV¶ WDEOH 6KLQH
2Q¶V FUHDWRU LV FOHDUO\ QRW KDYLQJ
IXQ6KHKDVSXVKHGKHUFKDLUDZD\
IURP WKH WDEOH DQG LV QRW VSHDNLQJ
&RXQVHORU &ODXGLD VWHSV DZD\ IURP
WKHWDEOHDQGH[SODLQV³7KH\DOOZDQW
WRGRWKHLURZQWKLQJ7KHUHDUHVL[
GLIIHUHQW PLQGV VL[ GLIIHUHQW LGHDV
WU\LQJ WR FRPH WRJHWKHU 7KH PDLQ
OHVVRQKHUHLVWRZRUNWRJHWKHU´
&ODXGLD VD\V WKDW VKH VHHV WKH
SRWHQWLDOLQHDFKJLUO³2QHLVDUWLVWLF
2QHLVDWKOHWLF2QHLVPRUHSHUVRQ
DEOH:H¶UHWU\LQJWRDOORZWKHLURZQ
SHUVRQDOLWLHV DQG DELOLWLHV WR VKLQH´
6KHJRHVRQWRH[SODLQWKDWWKHPDLQ
WKLQJ WKH FDPS LV WHDFKLQJ NLGV LV
KRZWREHHPRWLRQDOO\KHDOWK\7KDW¶V
D KDUG OHVVRQ WR OHDUQ KDUGHU WKDQ
µ'RQ¶WGULQNWKDWVRGD¶
:KHQ WKH SRVWHU ZRUNVKRS LV

GRQHHDFKJURXSEULQJVWKHLUSRVWHU
WR D FRUQHU RI WKH GLQLQJ KDOO DQG
SURSV LW XS  6RPH KDYH FHQWUDO GH
VLJQVVLJQDOLQJWKDWRQHSHUVRQ¶VGH
VLJQZDVYRWHGLQ2WKHUVKDYH
 GHVLJQV HYLGHQFH WKDW QR VLQJOH
GHVLJQ ZDV DJUHHG XSRQ  $OO KDYH
FOHDUPHVVDJHVDERXWSK\VLFDOPHQ
WDOHPRWLRQDODQGFRPPXQLW\KHDOWK
$QG6KLQH2Q¶VSRVWHU"+HUGH
VLJQ LV LQ WKH PLGGOH EXW VPDOO QRW
WKH IRFDO SRLQW ,W LV VXUURXQGHG E\
¿YHRWKHUGUDZLQJVRIHTXDOVL]H%\
the looks of their poster, the group
GHFLGHG WR QRW FROODERUDWH WR QRW
VHOHFW RQH FDPSHU¶V GHVLJQ RYHU WKH
RWKHUV EXW DQRWKHU ZD\ D ZD\ WKDW
ZRUNHG EHWWHU IRU WKHP 7KH\ FKRVH
WRFRPSURPLVHDQGOHWHDFKFDPSHUD
SRUWLRQRIWKHSRVWHUVSDFH
7KH SRVWHU GUDZLQJ VHVVLRQ LV
RYHU 7KH OHVVRQ LV OHDUQHG DQG WKH
FDPSHUVDUHRIIWRDQRWKHUDFWLYLW\

Seminole Health Department

Art projects are important learning lessons. Youth learn to problem solve as a
group – to listen more and speak less.
Seminole Health Department
(Note to parents – Donovan taped his
While
making
box
cars,
creative
ideas
and
enthusiasm
ﬂow;
and
youth
are
reminded
to
get
along,
share
and
take turns.
mouth shut – it wasn’t us!)

WR5HDOO\6KLQH

,WFRXOGKDYHEHHQDQLJKWPDUH7ZHOYH\HDUROGJLUOXSRQVWDJH
GXULQJWKHWDOHQWVKRZRQWKHODVWQLJKWRIFDPS6ROR6KHVWDUWVWR
VLQJ 6SRWOLJKW EULJKW 6LQJV KDOI WKH VRQJ WKHQ UHDOL]HV WKH VRXQG
SHUVRQSOD\HGWKHZURQJFXW,WLVWLPHQRZIRUKHUWRSXWKHUKDQGV
RYHUKHUH\HVWRJDVSDQGJLJJOHDQGZDONRIIVWDJHLQH[WUHPHMXV
WL¿DEOHKXPLOLDWLRQEXWVKHGRHVQRW6KHUDLVHVKHUH\HVWRWKHEDFN
EDOFRQ\DQGVD\V³7KLVLVWKHZURQJVRQJ´6KHFDOPO\ZDLWVIRUWKH
VRXQGSHUVRQWRVWDUWDQRWKHUYHUVLRQRIWKHVRQJ6KHVWDUWVVLQJLQJ
DJDLQ
:KHZ7UDJHG\DYHUWHG:KRLVWKLVJLUO"+RZGLGVKHKDYHWKH
JXWVH[WUHPHFRXUDJHDQGLQQHUFDOPWRUHPDLQRQVWDJH"
$IWHUWKHWDOHQWVKRZVKHLVPLOOLQJRXWVLGHWKHHQWUDQFH'HQLVH
2VFHROD +ROO\ZRRG LVVXUURXQGHGE\IULHQGVDQGDFRXQVHORU-DO
LVVD&ROOD]R+RZGLGVKHGRLW"³0\IULHQGVDQGWKHDXGLHQFHNHSW
PHJRLQJ´H[SODLQV'HQLVH7KDW¶VLW"$VPLOLQJDXGLHQFH"
-DOLVVDJLYHVPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ³'XULQJWKHZHHNRIFDPS,¶YH
VHHQ D WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ LQ 'HQLVH DQG RWKHU FDPSHUV  (YHU\RQH DF
FHSWV HYHU\RQH KHUH ,W DOORZV \RX WR EH FRPIRUWDEOH LQ \RXU RZQ
VNLQ´
'HQLVHDJUHHV6KHVD\VZKHQVKH¿UVWJRWWRFDPSVKHFRXOG
KDYHQHYHUHQYLVLRQHGKHUVHOIXSRQVWDJHVLQJLQJDVROROHWDORQH
KDYLQJD&'PDOIXQFWLRQDQGKDQGOLQJLWZLWKJUDFH³%HIRUHFDPS
,GLGQ¶WZDQWWRGRDQ\WKLQJ´%XWWRQLJKWVKHZDQWHGWRVKDUHKHU
VRQJQRPDWWHUZKDW³,ORYHWKHVRQJ´VKHVD\V$QGVKHKDGWRVLQJ
LWJHWLWRXWULJKWVRXQGWUDFNRUZURQJ
&DPSHUVSDVVE\DQGVD\³,OLNHG\RXUVRQJ´WR'HQLVHDQGVKH
VPLOHV HYHU VR VOLJKWO\
VD\V³7KDQN\RX´
-DOLVVD VD\V ³7KDW¶V
ZKDW WKH FDPS LV DERXW
,W¶V DERXW ERQGLQJ HV
WDEOLVKLQJ ODVWLQJ IULHQG
VKLSV,W¶VDERXWGHYHORS
LQJ FRQ¿GHQFH ¿QGLQJ
LQQHUMR\´
-DOLVVDJRHVRQWRVD\
VKH WKLQNV PRVW FDPS
HUV ZLOO KROG RQ WR WKLV
IHHOLQJ RI FDPDUDGHULH
FRQ¿GHQFH DQG MR\ WKDW
PDQ\ RI WKHP ZLOO VWDUW
WKH VFKRRO \HDU ZLWK D
KLJKHU VHQVH RI VHOI HV
WHHP EHFDXVH RI FDPS
DQG EHFDXVH RI OHVVRQV
OLNH'HQLVH¶V
'HQLVH ORRNV XS DQG
DGGV³,IHHOOLNH,FDQGR
ZKDWHYHU,ZDQW,¶PFRQ
WHQWDQGKDYHLQQHUKDSSL
Seminole Health Department QHVV´+HUZRUGVDUHQRW
Denise Osceola age 12 (Hollywood) sings a QHHGHG EHFDXVH HYHQ
solo during the talent show of the camp’s ﬁ- ZLWKRXWWKHVSRWOLJKWVKH
VKLQHV
nal evening.

$GXOWV/HDUQ-XVWDV0XFKDV.LGVDW&DPS
7KHUH¶VDORWRIEDLWDQGVZLWFKLQJJRLQJRQDWFDPS
±NLGVWKLQNLQJWKH\DUHPDNLQJDSRVWHURUDER[FDU
SOD\LQJDJDPHRIÀDJIRRWEDOORUUDIWLQJDVORZPRY
LQJLF\FROGULYHUEXWLQVWHDGWKH\DUHOHDUQLQJDERXW
HJRFRQWDLQPHQWWHDPZRUNDQGSDWLHQFH<HWWKHELJ

JHVWEDLWDQGVZLWFKLVQRWIRUWKHNLGV,W¶VIRUWKHDGXOWV
WKHVWDIIWKHSDUHQWVWKH6HPLQROHSURJUDPVWKDWIXQG
WKHFDPS:HFDOOWKHFDPSD<RXWK&DPSEXWWKHXOWL
PDWHOHVVRQVPLJKWMXVWEHOHDUQHGE\WKHDGXOWV
6FRWW$NLQ D %& 3ROLFH 2I¿FHU ZDV D FRXQVHORU
WR VHYHQ \HDUROG
ER\V 2Q WKH VHFRQG
QLJKW RI FDPS KH
DYHUWHG D VLWXDWLRQ
2QH ER\ ZDV FU\
LQJ DQG ZDQWHG WR
JR KRPH +H WDONHG
KLPGRZQDQGE\WKH
WKLUGGD\WKHER\ZDV
KDSS\
2Q WKH VHFRQG
WRWKHODVW GD\ 6FRWW
VSHQW  PXFK RI WKH
PRUQLQJ VWDQGLQJ LQ
WKH IULJLG ZDWHU RI
WKH ,FKHWXFNQHH 5LY
HU KHOSLQJ FDPSHUV
JHW LQWR LQQHU WXEHV
$W ¿UVW JODQFH \RX
ZRXOGWKLQNWKDW6FRWW
is the hero, that he is
KHOSLQJ WKHVH NLGV VR
PXFK EXW 6FRWW VD\V
Seminole Health Department KH LV WKH RQH ZKR LV
Thommy Doud, BC Boys and Girls Club Manager, gets help from Eyanna Billie to lead the youth in EHQH¿WWLQJ IURP WKH
stretching before the Box Car Race. Before the race, he announced to the youth, “You are about to FDPS WKDW EHLQJ D
embark on the biggest race in your life. Are you going to act as a team?”
FRXQVHORU KHOSV KLP

EHEHWWHUDWKLVMRE³,VHHDORWRI
ZKDWLVJRLQJRQLQWKHLUSHUVRQDO
OLYHV7KLV FDPS JLYHV PH D GLI
IHUHQWSHUVSHFWLYH,FDQVHHZK\
NLGVEHKDYHLQFHUWDLQZD\V,VHH
ZKHUHWKH\DUHFRPLQJIURP´
3DUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH <RXWK
&DPSDOVRKHOSV6FRWWEHDQDP
EDVVDGRU IRU WKH 3ROLFH 'HSDUW
PHQW ³(YHU\RQH DXWRPDWLFDOO\
ORRNV DW WKH JX\V IURP WKH )LUH
'HSDUWPHQW DV JRRG JX\V 7KH
3ROLFH 2I¿FHUV KDYH WR ZRUN DW
LW%\FRPLQJKHUHZHDUHEULGJ
LQJWKHJDS:HDUHOHWWLQJ\RXWK
NQRZWKDWZHDUHKHUHIRUWKHPWR
WDONWR´
Seminole Health Department
&ODXGLD $FHYHGR D 7DPSD
River
Dillon,
Timothy
Bearden,
Thomas
Bearden,
Mike
Hopkins,
Chloe Chalfant, Dayra
3ROLFH2I¿FHUDJUHHVZLWK6FRWW
Koenes, and Levy Pearce got to know each other at the camp.
*HWWLQJWRNQRZWULEDOPHPEHUVLV
RQHRIKHUJUHDWHVWMREFKDOOHQJHV
KDUGIRUWKHLUIXWXUHV¶7KLVFDPSWKHVH\RXWKJLYHPH
EHFDXVHWULEDOPHPEHUVOLYHWKURXJKRXWWKHFLW\DQGQRW DUHDVRQWRJHWXSLQWKHPRUQLQJ´
RQDUHVHUYDWLRQ³,¶YHOHDUQHGDORWDERXW6HPLQROHFXO
'DUU\O$OOHQ6FKRRO5HVRXUFH2I¿FHUIURP%ULJK
WXUH7KLVFDPSZLOOPDNHPHDEHWWHUSROLFHRI¿FHU, WRQ ZDV DOVR GHHSO\ DIIHFWHG E\ WKH \RXWK DW FDPS
ZLOOEHDEOHWRVHHSHRSOHZLWKPRUHFRPSDVVLRQ´
³7KLVZLOOKHOSPHLQWHUDFWEHWWHUZLWKGLIIHUHQWSHRSOH
:KDWDGXOWVWDNHDZD\IURPFDPSWUDQVFHQGVLP ,WWDXJKWPHWKDWZHDUHDOOVWULYLQJIRUWKHVDPHJRDO
SURYHGMRESHUIRUPDQFH,WPLJKWMXVWPDNHWKHPEHWWHU :HDUHFRPLQJWRJHWKHUZLWKRQHPLQGIUDPHWRGRWKH
KXPDQ EHLQJV  6D\V 7KRPP\ 'RXG %R\V DQG *LUOV VDPHMREWRLPSDFWWKHVHNLGV´
&OXE0DQDJHUIURP%&³.QRZLQJWKDWWKHVH\RXWKDUH
'DUU\OQRUPDOO\FRRODQGFDOPLVYLVLEO\PRYHG
KHUH ZKDW WKH\ DUH OHDUQLQJ JLYHV PH FRQ¿GHQFH ,W +HVD\VKHLVKHUHDWFDPSWRLPSDFWWKHNLGVEXWRQWKH
VWUHQJWKHQVPH,WKLQNµ,IWKH\DUHZRUNLQJVRKDUGWR ¿QDOGD\RIFDPSLWLVKLPZKRLVLPSDFWHGFKDQJHGIRU
EHOHDGHUVWRKDYHJUHDWIXWXUHVWKHQ,¶PJRLQJWRZRUN WKHEHWWHULQVSLUHGWKDQNVWRWKH\RXWK

%7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

$XJXVW7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH&

%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROHV7%DOO3OD\HUV+RQRUHG
LQ,QDXJXUDO6HDVRQ·V$ZDUGV&HUHPRQ\

for making a commendable effort in learning the fundamentals of the game of T-Ball.
“As a young kid like that, it’s hard to remember all
BIG CYPRESS ±,QDÀHGJOLQJVSRUWVSURJUDP¶V the plays and where you’re supposed to be at,” Osceola
¿UVW\HDURIH[LVWHQFHLW¶VQRWDERXWZLQQLQJRUORVLQJ said of Brandi and her teammates at the awards ceraccording to Tribal citizen Carol Osceola.
emony. “It’s more about the kids having fun and learn'XULQJWKH%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROHV7%DOO$ZDUGV ing the basic skills of the sport.”
Ceremony, held Aug. 9 at the Billie Swamp Safari Café,
'HVSLWH ¿QLVKLQJ WKHLU ¿UVW VHDVRQ ZLWK D  UHthe upstart Tribal team instead focused on the funda- FRUG±WKH%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROHV7%DOOWHDP¶V¿QDO
PHQWDODFFRPSOLVKPHQWVPDGHRQWKH¿HOGWKLVVHDVRQ two games were cancelled due to inclement weather –
Osceola’s 7-year-old daughter, Brandi, was noted WKHSURJUDP¿QLVKHGLWVVHDVRQVWURQJDIWHUDVORZVWDUW
by her teammates, coaches and parental support group as the players began to jell as a team toward the end of
their inaugural year.
Big Cypress Seminoles T-Ball Head Coach
$OIRQVR 7LJHUWDLO DQG $VVLVWDQW &RDFK 'DYLG
5RMDVWHDPHGXSWRIRUPWKHFROOHFWLRQRI7ULEDO
youngsters, comprised of 12 players - boys and
girls - from 3 to 7 years old.
5RMDV VSRNH RI KRZ7LJHUWDLO HQOLVWHG KLP
to help assemble the collection of youngsters.
³$O RUJDQL]HG RXU SURJUDP´ 5RMDV VDLG
“I never played T-Ball in my life before, but
he saw something in me to help boost our kids’
FRQ¿GHQFH,ZDVJODGZHJRWWRVKRZWKHNLGV
how much we care about them. It’s a way to
give them something to do and stay away from
trouble.”
With the season beginning on April 15, the
Big Cypress Seminoles started with four consecutive losses. However, the last three contests
were wins, which were likely aided by the playHUV¶DELOLWLHVWRWUXVWHDFKRWKHURQWKH¿HOG,Q
addition, the team trust enhanced their learning
DELOLWLHVWRFRPELQHWLPHO\KLWWLQJ¿HOGLQJDQG
throwing over the course of the season.
5HJDUGOHVV RI KRZ WKH LQDXJXUDO VHDVRQ
turned out, Tigertail told the players and their
parents at the banquet he was highly encouraged
by their play and is looking forward to another
year with the T-Ball program.
³,WZDVRXU¿UVW\HDUSOD\LQJWRJHWKHUEXWLW
was fun,” Tigertail said. “It’s going to take some
time to build our program the way we want to,
but we have something going on here. Sports
Naji Tobias build character in our kids, so let’s keep encouraging them.”
Big Cypress T-Ball players David Rojas Jr., 5, left, Timmy Tigertail, 6,
All of the Big Cypress T-Ball games were
second from left, Thomas Tigertail, 3, second from right and Dayne
Billie, 5, have a group hug to celebrate their accomplishments in the SOD\HG DW WKH &OHZLVWRQ %DOO )LHOG &RPSOH[
ZLWKWKHVHDVRQHQGLQJRQ-XQH
program’s ﬁrst season at the T-Ball Awards Ceremony.
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

World Series Champions, the Seminole Warriors with Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr.

%DQTXHWLQ%ULJKWRQ+RQRUV
6HPLQROH:DUULRUV87UDYHO7HDP
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Warriors 12U
travel baseball team, which recently became the World
Series champions, was recognized for their hard work
and determination at a banquet in their honor put on by
%ULJKWRQ¶V7ULEDO&RXQFLO2I¿FHDQGWKH5HFUHDWLRQ'Hpartment.
The banquet was held at the Seminole Veterans
Building Aug. 3 and included a dinner, followed by congratulatory speeches and awards.
“I’ve seen these boys from beginning to now go
from crawl, to start walking and now they’re dancing,”
Seminole Warriors founder and Brighton Event Coordinator Larry Howard said.
Each player was presented with a memorabilia
baseball and World Series Championship plaque for
their accomplishment.
'LUHFWRU RI 5HFUHDWLRQ 5LFKDUG 2VFHROD 7ULEDO
&RXQFLO DVVLVWDQWV /XF\ %RZHUV DQG 'DQHWWH %RZHUV
and Howard received baseballs from team and head
FRDFK 'DYLG 6LPPRQV IRU WKHLU KHOS WKURXJKRXW WKH

season. Brighton
Tribal Council
5HS $QGUHZ -
%RZHUV -U ZDV
thanked for all
his help and support, as well and
was presented
with a memorabilia plaque.
“That’s the
way to do things,
start something
from scratch,”
5HS
%RZers said to the
Rachel Buxton
crowd. “You’re
Larry Howard congratulates Layton
not sure if it’s going to work, but Thomas for his World Series win.
you take that shot
anyway and I think that’s what we did here. Hopefully
we can continue this thing.”

1$<2%R\V%ULQJ+RPHQG3ODFH7URSK\

Rachel Buxton

Mary L. Billie

From left, Big Cypress T-Ball players Isadora Jumper, David Rojas Jr., Timmy Tigertail, Dayne Billie, Thomas Tigertail and Willie Smith share some quality time together during one of their games this season.

SEE MORE
PHOTOS ON 2C

Native Tribes from around the country traveled to Atmore, Ala., to compete in the 2010 NAYO baseball
tournament July 16-17. Tribes included Seneca, Choctaw, Cherokee and the Seminole Tribe. The 9-12 yearold Seminole boys division placed second in the tournament bringing home bragging rights and a trophy.
Pictured are, front row, from left: Luke Baxley, Trevor Thomas and Tameron Wilcox. Back row, from left:
Drayton Billie, Arek Jumper, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Joshua Madrigal, Cameron Jumper, Imillakiyo Osceola and
Jerry Smith. Back row Coaches, from left: Gene Thomas, Larry Howard and John Madrigal.

7ULEDO<RXWK&RPSOHWHV&KDPSLRQVKLS6HDVRQ
XQGHU+HDG&RDFK3DP'HQKDP
Compiling a 56-5 overall season reFRUGWKH\RXQJULJKW¿HOGHUSLWFKHUKHOSHG
HOLLYWOOD — The sky is the limit the Bandits go undefeated in the regular season winning 13 straight tournament games
for Tribal youth softballer Charli Frye.
At the young age of 7 she still has time capturing the Independent Softball Associato dream and accomplish more, but she is tion (ISA) and National Softball Association
(NSA) state championships. To cap things
well on her way.
She and her Pembroke Lakes Bandits off, they also took home the United States
8-and-under A-division travel softball team Specialty Sports Association (USSSA)
are still celebrating after winning three state championships on the state and world stage,
titles and one World Series title in one year, IDFLQJWHDPVIURP7H[DV,RZDDQG*HRUJLD
along the way.
In the World ChampionVKLS 7RXUQDPHQW VL[ WHDPV
squared off with Frye’s squad
going 6-0, while defeating the
&OHDUZDWHU %RPEHUV  IRU
the title held in Kissimmee,
-XO\
7KH H[SHULHQFH KDV DOO
been a part of having fun and
enjoying the sport for the Panther Clan member.
“I like to get dirty the
most,” Charli said. “I also like
to go fast and play hard.”
As the youngest player
on this years team, mother
'DQLHOOH-XPSHU)U\HVDLGWKH
rough and tumble youngster
has always had a natural tendency toward athletics following in the footsteps of older
VLVWHU'DVDQL
Chris C. Jenkins
“She loves the sport [softCharli Frye, bottom right, with family including sister Dasani, ball] now, and I like that she
top right, mother Danielle, top left, and brother Chanon.
VHHV ZKDW VKH QHHGV WR ¿[ WR
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

FRUUHFW KHU SUREOHP DUHDV´ -XPSHU)U\H
said. “I told her often throughout the seaVRQZKHQ\RXDUHRQWKH¿HOGQRERG\FDUHV
what your age is.
“She approached every game the same
and always kept her cool. What has impressed me the most about her though has
been her analysis and understanding of the
JDPHDWDQHDUO\DJH´-XPSHU)U\HFRQWLQued.
&RDFK 'HQKDP VDLG DOWKRXJK &KDUOL¶V
FR\ GHPHDQRU LV HYLGHQW RII WKH ¿HOG KHU
forward play on it speaks to her potential.
“When she showed up to play she was
RIWHQPRUHVHDVRQHGWKDQKHU\HDUV´'HQham said.
The coach also said Frye had a big role
in the team’s great run, showing great hitting
ability and solid throwing. But at this point,
because of her young age, the enjoyment of
the sport outweighs the team accomplishments.
“She [Charli] does not understand the
reality of what we accomplished [as a team].
6KHLVMXVWRXWWKHUHKDYLQJIXQ5LJKWQRZ
she just does what your typical kid would
do, but she will look back on it all and say,
‘wow’ when she gets older.”
Charli said she hopes to play on through
to the college and professional levels, but
SOD\LQJLQWKHRXW¿HOGFDWFKLQJSRSXSVDQG
getting the older girls out on base were her
most enjoyable moments this season.
As the only returner to the 8-and-under
VTXDGIRUQH[W\HDU'HQKDPH[SODLQHGWKDW
the team will be centered around Charli as
one of the team leaders. She said Charli
should continue to improve on her speed

Danielle Jumper Frye

Charli and her championship teammates.

the others what needs to be done and will
and agility.
³$VKHUFRDFK,DPJRLQJWRH[SHFWKHU EH DQ LPSRUWDQW IRXQGDWLRQ IRU QH[W \HDU´
to take on the role of leader. She is going to 'HQKDPVDLG
EHWKHPRVWH[SHULHQFHGDQGQHHGVWRVKRZ

&7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH$XJXVW

0RUHSKRWRVIURPWKH,QDXJXUDO6HDVRQ·V$ZDUGV&HUHPRQ\
+RQRULQJ%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROHV7%DOO3OD\HUV

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Left photo, Big Cypress T-Ball leftﬁelder Brandi Osceola, 7, left, is embraced by T-Ball
Head Coach Alfonso Tigertail, after receiving her medal during the team’s awards ceremony on Aug. 9 at the Billie Swamp Safari Café. Photo above, Tribal and community
parents Carol Osceola, left, Raleigh Osceola, center and Almira Billie, congratulate the
Big Cypress T-Ball on completing their ﬁrst season in action at the Aug. 9 T-Ball Awards
Ceremony.

Naji Tobias

At the conclusion of the Big Cypress T-Ball Awards Ceremony, the players and coaches round it up one
last time for a group shoot. Here’s a listing of the 12 players, followed by the coaches, in alphabetical order: Dayne Billie, Andrew Bowers Jr., Avery Bowers, Harmony Cypress, Canaan Jumper, Isadora Jumper,
Adam McElroy, Brandi Osceola, David Rojas Jr., Willie Smith, Thomas Tigertail, Timmy Tigertail, T-Ball
Head Coach Alfonso Tigertail, left, and T-Ball Assistant Coach David Rojas Sr., right.

6HPLQROH:DUULRUV87UDYHO7HDP&DSWXUH6HULHV:LQ
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

ORLANDO — The Seminole Warriors 12U travel baseball team played their
last game of the season July 23, making all
their hard work and dedication worthwhile
as they claimed the World Series Championship title.
The World Series was held at the Wide
World of Sports Disney resort in Orlando
from July 19-23. The team snagged the series win in a nail biting game winning by
only one run.
“We told them about it at the beginning
of the season,” Head Coach Dave Simons
said about the World Series. “You always
have to set goals, because if you don’t set
goals, there’s nothing to achieve; and the
kids have made it, they’ve earned it.”
The Seminole Warriors travel team
was created by Brighton Event Coordinator
Larry Howard.
Howard saw the potential in many of
the Tribal youth on the reservation and de-

Layton Thomas slides into second for a steal.

cided to create with help from the BrighWRQ¶V &RXQFLO 2I¿FH DQG IURP WKH 5HFUHation Department, a travel baseball team
giving the youth a chance to see life off the
reservation.
“So, by me doing this, making an equal
opportunity, they could get out there and
play amongst everybody else and that way
they’d get out of their shell,” Howard said.
In January there was an open tryout on
the reservation that brought players from
all nearby cities including Okeechobee,
Lake Placid and Sebring. The tryout ended
up having to be held in the Brighton gym
due to a downpour rainstorm. Twelve boys
showed up allowing each one a spot on the
team. After roster changes and the elimination and addition of a few players, the Seminole Warriors 12U team was born.
³:KHQZH¿UVWVDZWKHWHDPZHNQHZ
it was going to take a lot of work, a lot of
practicing, and they had to gel,” Coach Simons said. “You can’t take kids in a travel
league and expect them, bring them in and
practice together and be successful. It just
doesn’t work like that.”
Throughout the season the Seminole Warriors
practiced at least three
days a week, up to three
and a half hours.
They traveled around
the state playing in tournaments, and even bringing
home a few trophies that
will reside in the Brighton
Gymnasium.
The boys, however,
had to work to play baseball. In order to travel and
pay to play in the different
tournaments the team organized fundraisers such
Rachel Buxton as a car wash and spaghetti
dinner to pay their way.

Rachel Buxton

Josh Madrigal throws to ﬁrst for an out.

“If they have to work for something,
they want it more and that’s something
we’ve tried to instill on all these players,”
Coach Simons said.
A team that was made up of mostly
strangers with only two Tribal youth, Layton Thomas and Josh Madrigal, came together to become a winning team. They
ZRUNHGRQDQGRIIWKH¿HOGEXLOGLQJIULHQGships and team spirit.
“We all wanted to do one thing and
that was to play baseball so we got along,”
Thomas said. “We had to work a little hard
but it came together pretty good. I think we
just played to play.”
The Seminole Warriors would like to
H[WHQGDVSHFLDOWKDQN\RXWR&RXQFLO5HS
$QGUHZ - %RZHUV -U 'LUHFWRU RI 5HFUHDWLRQ5LFKDUG2VFHRODDQGHVSHFLDOO\/DUU\
Howard, who gave them the opportunity to
do what they love. If anyone is interested in
playing travel ball, contact Larry Howard at
863-697-1697.

Rachel Buxton

Josh Madrigal steps up to bat.

Judy Weeks

Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis, Sr., center, awards Championship Saddles to
Jordan Urichi, left, and Raymond Bellos.

,PPRNDOHH6HPLQROH5DQFK6DGGOH6HULHV
BY JUDY WEEKS
Frelance Reporter

IMMOKALEE — Two teenagers,
competing against adults of all ages, won the
,PPRNDOHH 6HPLQROH 5DQFK 6DGGOH 6HULHV
5RXQG 5RELQ RQ -XO\  6HYHQWHHQ\HDU
ROG 5D\PRQG %HOORV DFTXLUHG  SRLQWV WR
qualify for the Header saddle and 18-yearold Jordan “Shortie” Urichi won the Heeler
saddle with 24 points.
Both boys were awarded fully tooled
championship saddles with ostrich inlays
and matching breast collars.
“We have a lot of young people who
come to rope in our arena and they frequently enter the very competitive roping series,”
VDLG 5DQFK 'LUHFWRU .HQQ\ -RH 'DYLV 6U
³+RZHYHU WKLV LV WKH ¿UVW WLPH WKDW WZR RI

them have taken the grand prize. Both of
these boys have worked hard to develop
their skills and share a bright future on the
roping circuit.
7KH ,PPRNDOHH 6HPLQROH 5DQFK 6DGdle Series was comprised of three One Head
$YHUDJH5RXQG5RELQVFDSSHGDWD8675&
#5 based on catches, downs and legs caught.
Several postponements were caused by rain
storms but eventually the events took place
on May 29, June 19 and July 31.
The race for the winning points was
YHU\FORVHDWWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKH¿QDOOHJRI
the series with two tied on the Headers side
and three on the Heelers. It was close right
XSXQWLOWKH¿QDOVWHHUZDVUHOHDVHGDQGWKH
contestants lined up in the arena to hear the
results calculated.

Judy Weeks

Rachel Buxton

The Seminole Warriors huddle for a quick pep talk.

Header Doc Shewmaker and Heeler Jordan “Shortie” Urichi catch doubles to take ﬁrst place in the
third competition of the Immokalee Seminole Ranch Roping Series.
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LAST 6 OF
THE VIN#
A72592
V61091

YEAR MAKE
2004
1999

FORD
VOLVO

MODEL
EXPLORER-BLACK
L180 WHEEL LOADER

PRICE RANGE
$3,375-$5,505
$34,000.00

Call Me For A FREE Consultation
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Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours.
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.
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%LJ&\SUHVV6HQLRU&HQWHU+RVWV$QQXDO3RRO7RXUQDPHQWLQ+RQRURI-XDQLWD%LOOLH
Results of the 9th Annual Juanita
Billie Pool Tournament
8-Ball
Women: 1. Esther Buster, 2. Louise
Billie, 3. Nancy Billie, 4. Louise Osceola,
5. Mary Tigertail, 6. Virginia Tommie, 7.
Vanessa Billie;
Men: 1. Lonnie Billie, 2. Joe Junior Billie, 3. Richard Doctor, 4. Edmond Billie.
9-Ball
Women: 1. Louise Billie, 2. Mary Tigertail, 3. Esther Buster, 4. Nancy Billie;
Men: 1. Joe Junior Billie, 2. Richard
Doctor, 3. Lonnie Billie.
Naji Tobias

The Big Cypress Senior Center held a pool tournament on July 29 in honor of the late Juanita Billie. Eleven Big Cypress Tribal seniors
participated in the event, including Edmond Billie, the son of Juanita Billie. “We dedicated this day every year for her (Juanita),” Big
Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman said. “I didn’t know her much, but I did get to meet her and she was a wonderful
person. Juanita was very nice; she liked talking about history and her family.” Left photo, Big Cypress Tribal Senior Louise Billie wins
the women’s 9-Ball competition at the ninth Annual Juanita Billie Pool Tournament. Big Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia
Guzman said she hopes ‘we can continue to do these pool tournaments in the future.’ “It brings a lot of laughter and joy to their [the
seniors’] hearts and spirits.” Photo below, Big Cypress Tribal Senior Esther Buster plays her way to a win in the women’s 8-Ball competition. Big Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman talked about how the seniors felt about the experience. “It brings back
a lot of memories to them,” Guzman said. “They can sit back and remember the good pool moments they had in the past. Some that
never used to play pool are now doing so.” - Naji Tobias
Naji Tobias

Don’t miss

Golfing Tips
by Woody
Doherty
Program offered
on the
Seminole
Channel
every Thursday
Naji Tobias

6HPLQROH:DUULRUV85HVSHFW$OO
DQG)HDU1RQHLQWKH*DPHRI%DVHEDOO

and seasoned, Winter Springs Matrix Black team.
7KHWHDP¶VPRWWR³5HVSHFWDOODQGIHDUQRQH´ZDV
put to the test throughout the season as the team traveled
BRIGHTON — The Seminole Warriors 10U base- throughout Florida competing in several tournaments at
ball travel team made a name for themselves early on in various levels.
WKHVHDVRQEULQJLQJKRPHWKH¿UVWSODFHWURSK\DWWKHLU
“The players just keep getting better,” head coach
YHU\¿UVWWRXUQDPHQWLQ.LVVLPPHH
Michael Warner said. “We appreciate the opportunity to
The tournament was held at Fortune Field April 3 offer an environment that provides positive reinforceZLWKWKH6HPLQROH:DUULRUV8XSDJDLQVWWKHGLI¿FXOW ments and for all players to improve their abilities,
compete and enjoy the
game of baseball.”
Coach
Warner
along with assistant
coaches Gene Thomas
and Larry Howard used
the game of baseball to
help teach the young
players about commitment, discipline, accountability and how
to be part of a team
while demonstrating
good sportsmanship.
The
Seminole
Warriors 10U baseball
team was part of the
travel baseball program started by Howard, Brighton’s event
coordinator.
“He has put so
much work and energy into making this
program a success,”
Rachel Buxton said Michele Thomas,
Front row, from left, Dyami Nelson, Johnny Rodriguez, Lance Howard, Tay Williams and Michael mother of 10U player.
Warner. Second row, from left, Layne Thomas, Jason Andrews, Sean Osceola, Damian Lusby, Trevor “Our local youth are
Thomas and Brian Bishop. Back row, from left, Coaches Michael Warner, Larry Howard and Gene very lucky to have
people like him.”
Thomas.
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

7ULEDO7HHQ0DNHV+LVWRU\
DV6HPLQROH6FKRODUVKLS$WKOHWH

Chris C. Jenkins

Bottom left photo, Tribal citizen Kelcie Jumper recently signed a letter of intent basketball scholarship to the Southeastern
Community College Lady Blackhawks basketball team with friends and family in attendance. The former Flanagan High
School star becomes the ﬁrst Seminole athlete to receive a college athletic scholarship in basketball and will be playing the
point guard position. Located in West Burlington, Iowa, the Region XI institution is a member of the National Junior College
Athletic Association (NJCAA) and the Iowa Community College Athletic Conference (ICCAC). Photo above, Jumper and father
William Lee Jumper Jr., fourth and third from the left, joined by Blackhawks Head Coach Jerry Jerome, seond from right, as
well as members of the Seminole Recreation staff, from left, Marl Osceola, Carlos Adamson and at right, Richard Osceola.
Photo below, Jumper, bottom row, second from left, celebrates her signing with Recreation Department staff and community
members.

Judith A. Homko
Marital & Family Law

Chris C. Jenkins

Divorce
Modifications
Appeals
Child Support

Alimony
Prenuptial Agreements
Paternity Issues
Domestic Violence
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320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316
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BIG DOGG. BIG BONUS.

Guaranteed to Hit
$
by 100,000!
Starting at $50,000 and growing bigger only at Seminole Casinos.
The Big Dogg Bonus could hit at
ANY time…on ANY machine…for ANY player.
Someone’s guaranteed to walk away a winner!

Prizes paid as Free Play. Details at the Seminole Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time based on operational and/or business concern.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

