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BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — In its 54th year, some of the Tribe’s most
ambitious young ladies took their shot at the coveted crown of Miss
Florida Seminole Princess.
Alicia Nunez, Amber Craig, Jewel Buck, Krystle Young and
Tianna Garcia vied for the title while 12 others competed for Junior
Miss in a packed Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. This year’s theme
was “Empowering Native American Women.”
Buck and Jaryaca Baker took their place among the elite July
30 as the new 2011-12 royalty with friends and family on hand for
support. Both reside on the Brighton Reservation along with 12 of the
other pageant participants.
“People believed in me and told me I could do it. It all motivated
me to go for it,” said Buck, the new reigning Miss Florida Seminole.
7KH¿UVWWLPHSDUWLFLSDQWUHSODFHGWKHRXWJRLQJ&DVVDQGUD-LPPLH
“I told her coming in to just be herself. If she lost or won just
do her best,” said proud mother Emma Urbina of the former Miss
Brighton Seminole Princess (2006-07) and Eastern Indian Rodeo
Association Queen (2011). “I have already been on a few rides with
her; this one is just a little further now.”
“Her late grandmother Rosie Billie would be so proud,” she
continued.
%DNHUWRRNKRPHWKH-XQLRU0LVVWLWOH¿QDOO\UHDOL]LQJKHUGUHDP
after four tries. She supplanted Lorelei Tommie.
“I was just myself; I tried so hard this year. My attitude was a lot
better, and my mindset was very positive,” Baker said. “I knew I had
to try even harder because there was so much competition.”
Former Junior Miss Tommie said she enjoyed many great
moments throughout her reign and plans to compete in the 2013
pageant for the Miss Seminole title.
“I have been really proud to represent our Tribe. Hopefully
I educated those I met and gave them some insight into what we
(the Seminole Tribe) are all about. It has been a great experience,”
Tommie said.
The contestants were judged in the areas of traditional wear,
talent and impromptu questions. Talent topics included: doll making,
Chris C. Jenkins
storytelling, beadwork, chickee building demonstrations and singing
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., center, is all smiles with the to name a few. Other individual winners were also declared for
newly crowned Junior Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker, left, and the Miss and Junior Miss in the categories of talent, S.A. contest
Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel Buck, right. Both hail from the Brighton
Reservation.
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From left, Congressman Dale E. Kildee (D-Michigan), Seminole President Tony Sanchez
Jr. and National Indian Gaming Association Chairman Ernie Stevens Jr. at the July 26
Congressional Native American Caucus reception on the National Mall.
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Congressional Native American Caucus
of U.S. Representatives and U.S. Senators were feted at an early evening
reception sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miami Tribe of
Oklahoma, July 26, at the National Museum of the American Indian on the
National Mall. Formed in 2009, the Congressional Native American Caucus
is a bipartisan Congressional service organization concerned with issues of
concern to American Indians.
The reception honored retiring Caucus Chairman Congressman Dale
E. Kildee (D-Michigan) and Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. President Tony
Sanchez Jr., who accepted a position as Vice Chairman of the Business
Council of the National Indian Gaming Association. Sanchez addressed the
crowd of 200, which included his wife Paula and family, Executive Assistant
Ethel Huggins and Naples Seminoles O.B. Osceola Jr. and Tina Osceola.

Please see PRINCESS on page 6A

Please see more photos on page 2A

Chokoloskee:
3PBE3BHF*O
5IF-BTU'SPOUJFS
I

n the early morning hours of
April 14, 2011, bulldozers
hired by a group of Highlands
County land speculators began tearing
up historic Mamie Street, a principal
road on the tiny island of Chokoloskee,
part of the Ten Thousand Islands chain
at the extreme tip of Southwest Florida.
When the dust had cleared, the road
was a pile of impassable rubble and a tall
fence had been erected, blocking access
to the Smallwood Store and Trading
Post Museum where the now-deceased
Mamie Street once met the water’s edge
at Chokoloskee Bay.
A precious icon throughout the area
known as Florida’s Last Frontier, the
Smallwood Store occupies a special place
in the histories of the Seminole Indians,
WKH *XOI ¿VKHUPHQ WKH (YHUJODGHV DQG
Collier County and has been a charter
member of the national Register of
Historic Places for 40 years. Citizens

DUH ¿JKWLQJ EDFN SXEOLF RI¿FLDOV DUH
shifting blame, there is a court hearing,
and, as absurd as it sounds, the future is
uncertain. The particular circumstances
leading up to this surprise ambush, not
far from the spot where outlaw Edgar
Watson was gunned down by citizen
vigilantes in 1910, give disturbing
insight into how the beautiful scenes
and places across all of old Florida have
been destroyed.
Greed, lies, mistakes, criminal
acts, manipulations of fact, confusion,
money, politics and hardball players –
all the elements that historically have
combined in the over-development of the
former “Land of Flowers” are displayed
in Section D, in Part 1 of a special
Seminole Tribune Series by writer Peter
B. Gallagher: “Chokoloskee: Road Rage
In The Last Frontier.” Also see Chairman
James E. Bille’s Editorial “Road Block:
Absurd” on page 10A.
A tall fence, covered with green tarp, has blocked visitors to the historic Smallwood Store and Trading Post Museum since April 14.

Peter B. Gallagher

6ODPORVFSFE4QJSJUT4DVMQUVSF6OWFJMFE
BU4FNJOPMF$BTJOP*NNPLBMFF
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

“Unconquered Spirits” depicts the eight Seminole Clans in a 3-D abstract artwork by artist Tim Parker.
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IMMOKALEE
—
Seminole
Casino
Immokalee unveiled a one-of-a-kind sculpture
honoring the Seminole Tribe of Florida's eight clans
on Aug. 5.
The 3-D, semi-abstract painting depicts the
Wind, Bird, Panther, Otter, Bear, Snake, Deer
and Big Town Clans. Acting as a room divider,
it suspends from the ceiling of the new Paradise
Room in the high-limit area of the casino and has a
two-sided surface.
"Looking to enhance a blank wall space in the
Casino's Ee-To-Leet-Ke Grill, we began a search for
an artist capable of depicting Seminole culture and
heritage from a fresh and appealing point of view,"
President Tony Sanchez Jr. said. "We discovered
Tim Parker just a few miles away in Naples. His
classical paintings and contemporary abstract
artwork are featured at several prominent galleries

and luxury residences throughout the area."
Parker employs an abstract quality to his
paintings that permit individuals to view many
different things and multiple dimensions throughout
his work. His association with the casino was
initiated when he designed and created a historical
Seminole moments canvas collage, which served
as a focal point for the grill. He submitted an
innovative design for the current undertaking and
the casino commissioned him.
"It has been an honor to create an artwork
depicting the unconquered spirit of the Seminole
clans that continue to thrive in the modern world,"
Parker said. "As an artist, a unique installation piece
is a dream job and for me, the larger the better. I
DPTXLWHSOHDVHGZLWKWKH¿QDOUHVXOWVDQGZDQWWR
thank the folks at the casino for giving me creative
freedom and opportunity."
"Unconquered Spirits" has 16 different sections
Please see SCULPTURE on page 2A

See education incentive award ceremony photos on 5B, 6B
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President Tony Sanchez Jr. and United States Senator Charles E. Schumer
(D-New York).

Photo courtesy of John Harrington

President Sanchez with National Indian Gaming Association Chairman Ernie Stevens Jr. and
Congressman Dale Kildee (D-Michigan).

Photo courtesy of John Harrington

President Sanchez with Congressman Dale Kildee (D-Michigan).

Photo courtesy of John Harrington

President Sanchez with Honorable Ernie Stevens Jr., Chairman of the
National Indian Gaming Association.

The unveiling ceremony of "Unconquered Spirits"
was open to the public with President Sanchez, Big
From page 1A
Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and Immokalee Board
/LDLVRQ'RURWK\6FKHIÀHUDVJXHVWVSHDNHUV$SULYDWH
comprising more than 30 feet wide when hung together. reception followed with Tribal members receiving
It contains a multilevel surface viewable from the front signed copies of the original artwork and sampling
or back and blends bold, vibrant colors that create a classic favorites of the Ee-To-Leet-Ke Grill's menu.
mystical atmosphere.

SCULPTURE
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President Tony Sanchez Jr., Immokalee Board Liaison Dorothy Seminole Casino Immokalee Manager Tony Alves and
Schefﬂer and Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank were guest President Tony Sanchez Jr. ofﬁciated at the unveiling of
the “Unconquered Spirits.”
speakers at the “Unconquered Spirits” sculpture unveiling.
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BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

Naji Tobias

From left: Project Phoenix student/Navajo Tribe of New Mexico Native American
Lemanuel Loley; Writer/Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Idaho Native Mark Trahant;
NAJA President/Acoma Pueblo Tribe of New Mexico Native Rhonda Levaldo;
Seminole Tribal citizen Tina Osceola; and Poarch Creek Tribe of Alabama Native
American Sharon Delmar in a group shot at the July 14 NAJA Conference in the
Fort Lauderdale Beach’s Westin Beach Resort & Spa.

FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH — For the second time in its 27
years of operation, the Native American Journalists Association (NAJA)
hosted its annual conference in South Florida to meet with local media
outlets to discuss a variety of ways to become more effective in the
reporting of Native news.
Catching the attention of Native and non-Native journalists at the
conference, held from July 14-16 at the Westin Beach Resort & Spa in
Fort Lauderdale Beach, was an hour-long plenary session (July 14 –NAJA
&RQIHUHQFH¶V¿UVWIXOOGD\ WKDWIRFXVHGRQWKHPLVFRQFHSWLRQRIHTXDWLQJ
Seminoles to terrorists.
Presented by Seminole Tribal citizen Tina Osceola and Miami Herald
LQYHVWLJDWLYHUHSRUWHU&DURO5RVHQEHUJWKHWZR¿JXUHVVKHGDFRQVLGHUDEOH
amount of light on what the issue entailed.
On March 24, the Tribe wrote a letter to President Barack Obama that
chronicled its displeasure with comments made by the federal government,
who, according to multiple reports, referred to the recent capture and death
of Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden as “Operation Geronimo.” Geronimo,
an Apache leader, is considered a hero to Indian Country.
The comment has offended the Seminole Tribe and other Tribes throughout
Indian Country so much so that on behalf of all Native Americans, former
Seminole Tribe Chairman Mitchell Cypress asked for President Obama’s
public apology to Native America for what had transpired.

5SJCBM$PVODJM)PMET4QFDJBM
.FFUJOHJO#SJHIUPO
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — Tribal Council held a special meeting July 27 at
the Brighton Veterans’ Building and passed 32 resolutions, including the
United States Environmental Protection Agency grant application for
IXQGLQJWKH¿VFDO\HDU6HPLQROH7ULEHRI)ORULGD:HWODQGV3URJUDP
for all Seminole Indian Reservations. But before the meeting began former
Pemayetv Emahakv Principal Russell Brown took to the podium to thank
Council for all its support during his time at the school.
“I can’t leave without thanking the Council,” Brown said. Brown is
leaving the Charter School to become the new provost of Okeechobee’s
Indian River State College. “I hope to be a bridge to that next level,” Brown
told Council in regards to Tribal students and higher education.
Brown then introduced Brian Greseth as the new principal for Pemayetv
Emahakv.
“I know what one has done and what one is capable of,” said Brighton
Councilman Andrew J. Bowers Jr. “The Charter School isn’t going to miss
a beat.”
The Council meeting then continued with the regular agenda. The
resolutions passed included:
 5HVROXWLRQ $QQXDO UHQHZDO RI7ULEDO DOFRKROLF EHYHUDJH OLFHQVH
for certain tenants located within the Seminole Paradise retail/entertainment
complex – Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation
 5HVROXWLRQ  0HPRUDQGXP RI XQGHUVWDQGLQJ EHWZHHQ WKH 8QLWHG
States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Broward
County, Florida, the City of Coconut Creek, Florida and the Seminole Tribe
of Florida concerning lead agency and cooperating agency coordination for
an environmental impact statement on the proposed fee-to-trust transfer of
land from the Seminole Tribe of Florida to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
 5HVROXWLRQ  6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD SKRWR SHUPLVVLRQ OHWWHU
granting use of the image of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal seal to the
National Museum of the American Indian
5HVROXWLRQ,VVXDQFHRIDQDQQXDO7ULEDODOFRKROLFEHYHUDJHOLFHQVH
for the retail sale of beer only at the Seminole Tribe of Florida Junior Cypress
5RGHR$UHQD±%LJ&\SUHVV6HPLQROH,QGLDQ5HVHUYDWLRQ5DWL¿FDWLRQ

During the panel discussion, Osceola opened up in great detail on how
she felt about the issue at hand.
“When you’re talking about the issue of terrorism and how Native
people in our Native Nations have been equated to terrorists over the last
few months, it’s very concerning,” she said. “And it’s one of the issues that
have not been addressed enough or adequately.”
Osceola also said that those comments from the federal government
³LPPHGLDWHO\VHQWXSUHGÀDJVXSDFURVVWKHHQWLUH7ULEDOFRPPXQLW\´
“Tribes are not seen as nations, and we are not taken seriously [by the
federal government],” Osceola said. “Under this president, the [former]
Chairman and the [Tribal] Council all agreed that we had better hopes.
We expected full delivery on what he promised Native Americans on his
SODWIRUPZKHQKHUDQIRURI¿FH´
On a recent trip to Washington, D.C., Osceola, after checking in to
her hotel room, turned on the television to watch the news. Shortly after,
2VFHRODZDVPRUWL¿HGDWZKDWVKHYLHZHGLQUHJDUGVWRELQ/DGHQ¶VXOWLPDWH
defeat by the U.S. Military.
“Right out of the president’s mouth, I heard it for myself when he said
the code name for bin Laden was Geronimo,” Osceola said. “I couldn’t
believe it. A friend of mine was checking in with me at the same time
and we just looked at each other. We’re like, ‘Did you just hear that? That
couldn’t have just happened.’ That just sent a completely different message
to the rest of the Native nations in this country.”
Please see NAJA on page 4A

"7BSJFUZPG4FNJOPMF"SUBOE.VTJD'PSNT
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5SJCBMDJUJ[FOTUPVDIFNPUJPOTBOEIFBSUTPG'MPSJEB)VNBOJUJFT$PVODJMTBVEJFODFUISPVHIUIFJSXPSL
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

“Be very secure with your private information,” Wareham said. “It
can be used against you if you’re not careful.”
:DUHKDP DOVR WDONHG DERXW WKH ÀXWH KH EURXJKW ZLWK KLP ZKLFK
he described as one made of oak. Interestingly, Wareham’s next tune
was entitled “Council Oak,” the Hollywood location where the Tribal
Council and Board of Directors celebrated their inauguration in June.
7KH +ROO\ZRRG VWRU\WHOOHU¶V ¿QDO VHVVLRQ IRFXVHG RQ D JURXS RI
animals, such as the rabbit, lion and turkey to name a few. Another word

CLEWISTON — The Tribe’s illustrious culture was on full display
at the Clewiston Museum on July 25, with several Tribal citizens sharing
their history via the use of their artistic works.
A large group of special guests from the Florida Humanities Council
looked forward to hearing a sequence of Seminole storytelling sessions
that would set the event in motion and would be followed by a poetry
presentation and a poignant Seminole stomp dancing segment.
Please see STORYTELLING on page 4A
The evening kicked off with some words
from Hollywood Tribal citizen Ollie Wareham,
ZKR VWDUWHG KLV VHW E\ SOD\LQJ D ÀXWH WXQH
entitled “Tiger Song.” Wareham, who gave
a storytelling account of the Tribal tune,
dedicated the opening song to the late Winifred
Tiger, who served as the Tribe’s education
director many years ago.
“A lot of our Tribal leaders owe their
education to her,” Wareham said of the late
Native Cherokee. “She was my mentor. I would
play some songs for her, and if she nodded
her head, that meant she liked it. If she shook
her head, that meant she wanted me to play
something else.”
Wareham’s play provided a sense of
peace and tranquility for the guests, who were
captivated and fascinated by his show of talents.
The Hollywood Tribal citizen, who has
participated in storytelling sessions and has
SOD\HGWKHÀXWHIRUVL[DQG\HDUVUHVSHFWLYHO\
continued his segment of the evening event with
a story entitled “The Alligator vs. The Rabbit.”
In this storytelling account, Wareham talked
about how the Seminole culture sees the rabbit
as the villain and how Seminole youngsters
learn about the function of this animal.
“We try to teach our kids lessons through
our stories,” said Wareham, who credits the late
Betty Mae Jumper for the story creation. “The
rabbit is always up to no good. With this story,
we teach our kids what not to do and how not
Naji Tobias
to be in life.”
Through the storytelling session of the Immokalee Tribal citizen Victor Billie, left, leads a set of songs at the Clewiston Museum’s special Seminole
alligator and rabbit, Wareham offered a piece arts and music presentation, with Big Cypress Tribal citizens Cherelee Hall, Avahny Jim and Lenny Jim
of advice for all youth to follow.
performing the stomp dances during the July 25 event.

UI"OOVBM8FMMOFTT$POGFSFODF1PSUSBZT1PTJUJWF.FTTBHF
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

Rachel Buxton

Brian Greseth, left, is introduced to Council as the new principal for Pemayetv
Emahakv Charter School as Russell Brown, right, says farewell and thank you at the
Tribal Council special meeting July 27 at the Brighton Veterans’ Building.

5SJCBM#PBSEPG%JSFDUPST$POWFOFT
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors met on the Hollywood
Reservation for a special meeting at the Headquarters Auditorium passing
six resolutions on the Aug. 11 agenda including:
 5HVROXWLRQ  6SHFLDO %RDUG PHHWLQJV FRQGXFWHG E\ WHOHSKRQLF RU
other electronic means; rescinding, in part, resolution No. BD-18-11 and
BD-10-97
5HVROXWLRQ3KDUPDF\%HQH¿W0DQDJHPHQWDJUHHPHQW>(PSOR\HH
Plan] among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc,
and Express Scripts, Inc.
 5HVROXWLRQ  $SSURYDO RI 6WRQH %HDGV 6PRNH 6KRS &XVWRPHU
Discount Card Program
5HVROXWLRQ(OLPLQDWLRQRIDVVLVWDQFHIURPWKH%RDUGPHPEHUV
5HVHUYDWLRQDOORFDWLRQV
5HVROXWLRQ)LVFDO\HDU%XGJHWPRGL¿FDWLRQ
5HVROXWLRQ$SSURYDORIDFFRXQWGRFXPHQWVZLWK-30RUJDQ&KDVH
Bank, N.A.; limited waiver of sovereign immunity

MARCO ISLAND — When the Seminole Wellness Conference
convened from July 17-22 at the Marco Island Hilton, it added an 18th
year to its history and delivered a positive message to its participants.
"Until 1993 a small group of Seminoles were traveling to Native
American recovery conferences out of the state and bringing home the
message on an individual basis," said Seminole Family Service Director
Helene Buster. "We realized that it was important to share the enormous
EHQH¿WVZLWKDJUHDWHUQXPEHURIRXUSHRSOHDQGEHJDQSLFNLQJXSFDUGV
from motivational speakers. We asked and were granted support by our
Tribal Council."
"The Wellness Conference started because we realized that we

were not taking care of ourselves and needed to be educated," Buster
continued. "Wellness takes in a broad expanse of the human experience.
Choices, self-control, relationships and respect affect your personal,
IDPLO\ZRUNVRFLDODQG¿QDQFLDOOLIH:HDUHDOOVXUYLYRUVLQRQHZD\
or another."
Calling attention to the basic focus of the conference, Buster said that
loss, grief, abuse and addiction take on many forms and one must develop
strength to cope with the traumatic events that create life's challenges
and prevent them from adversely shaping the future. Addiction isn't
just about drugs and alcohol, she said. Allowing something to control
your actions or thoughts, such as diabetes, obesity, smoking, gambling,
SK\VLFDOHPRWLRQDORU¿QDQFLDODEXVHDOOUHSUHVHQWIRUPVRIDGGLFWLRQ
7KH &RQIHUHQFH RI¿FLDOO\ JRW XQGHU ZD\ RQ -XO\  ZLWK DQ
extraordinary agenda. The term wellness covers a broad spectrum of
topics such as physical, mental and spiritual wholeness, so
Buster coordinated representatives from Recovery, Health,
Fitness, Culture, Education, Seminole Police, Family
Services and Recreation, as well as Tribal citizen volunteers,
to implement a host of activities and presentations to assist,
support and inspire personal wellness.
Many of the Tribal Leaders participated in the opening
commentaries, gave personal testimony and offered
encouragement.
"We are all one big family and need to take care of
each other," said President Tony Sanchez Jr. "That is why
we are here. Be supportive and include those around you in
fellowship. Rehabilitation is something that you have to work
hard to achieve. You only get back what you put into it."
The guest speakers focused upon health issues, child
ZHOIDUHVXEVWDQFHDEXVH¿QDQFLDOVWDELOLW\FRPPXQLW\DQG
family involvement, mentoring, recovery, grief, gambling,
spiritual wellness, self-help groups, warning signs and
relapse.
The motivational speakers came from across the nation
and had been carefully selected based on their expertise on
VSHFL¿FWRSLFVDQGSDVWSUHVHQWDWLRQV)RUPDQ\WKLVZDVQRW
WKHLU¿UVWDSSHDUDQFHDWWKH6HPLQROH:HOOQHVV&RQIHUHQFH
but their material was fresh and innovative. This year's line
Judy Weeks
up included Dr. Bartlett, Doug Cox, John Bird, Rick Benson,

From left, Lydia Cypress, Director Helene Buster, motivational speaker Denise Alley and
Teresa Jumper talk about living a well life with a native heart at the 18th annual Wellness
Conference July 17-22 at the Marco Island Hilton.

Please see WELLNESS on page 9A
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of advice came out of this story, courtesy of Wareham.
“Listen to your inner voice and always be true to yourself,”
he said as his storytelling segment came to its conclusion.
Next up was Tribal painter/artist and Hollywood Tribal
citizen Elgin Jumper, who showed the special guests a collection
of artwork that he crafted. Jumper’s art, on display, featured
the likes of a special mixed media Seminole collage and an oil
painting of his father, Big Cypress Tribal elder Alan Jumper.
The art presentation was followed by perhaps the night’s top
KLJKOLJKW ± D VSHFLDO 6HPLQROH SRHWU\VWRPS GDQFLQJ VHTXHQFH
led by Immokalee Tribal citizen Victor Billie, which included
words of poetry from Elgin Jumper.
While Billie led the stomp dancers in song for the duration
of the special function, Jumper recited seven poems from an
acclaimed chat book he created in 2006, which was in conjunction
with the University of Arkansas, according to the Tribal poet and
painter.
Jumper’s recited poems, combined with the Seminole stomp
GDQFLQJVRQJVHTXHQFHVLQFOXGHGWKHIROORZLQJ³1DWLYH3RHP´
“The Green Corn Dance,” “Nightfall,” “For the Everglades,”
³7KH 8QFRQTXHUHG ± ´  ³7KH %HWWHU 5RDG RI 'UHDPV ±
1978” and “The Sorrow of Fort Marion.”
After the stomp dancing/poetry session concluded, a recap of
all the action followed.
“Growing up, we learned that our teachers were breathing
inside of us,” Billie said. “We would never forget what our elders
told us. They became a part of us on the inside.”
Peter John Arroyo, the Florida Humanities Council’s
alumni coordinator, said he was thoroughly moved by what had
transpired at the museum function.
“We came here to feel a reconnection with things that seem
to be lost in this modern world,” Arroyo said of the Seminole
VSHFLDO SUHVHQWDWLRQ ³$V , OLVWHQHG WR WKH ÀXWH WKH SRHPV DQG
to the signing, I truly felt that. It transported me to another place
in time. This was some really powerful stuff here. It took me to
another level; it gave me goose bumps.”
Arroyo said that those from the outside world should

Naji Tobias

Hollywood Tribal citizen Elgin Jumper shows off an acrylic painting of
Tribal pioneer/warrior Osceola featured with his black sash.

appreciate the Seminoles’ willingness to share their life stories
through song, art and poetry.
“It’s a very emotional thing for them to open up to us,”
Arroyo said. “With me as a minority, as a Hispanic, I really felt
for them. I was able to share their pain and their glory.”
This special event was presented to the Florida Humanities
Council as part of its three-day summer trip to South Florida. The
special guests were educators and administrators from schools
across Florida.
Jumper, who spearheaded the special event, said it was the
¿UVWWLPHWKH7ULEHFRPELQHGDOORIWKH6HPLQROHDUWVDQGPXVLF
elements into a single presentation at a public facility, as far as
he was concerned. Overall, he said he was pleased by the warm
reception he and his fellow Tribal citizens received from the City
of Clewiston, the Florida Humanities Council and the Clewiston
Museum.
“This is something new to us,” Jumper said. “We thought
about doing it for a long time, and I’m glad we got it done. There
needs to be more of this. We need to continue to keep our culture
alive and always strive to be in it with all our hearts.”

Osceola referred to that surreal instance as a
“strike two” moment for the federal government.
Two letters from the Seminole Tribe – one on
March 24 and another in May – were drafted to
President Obama in hopes of gaining the federal
government’s acknowledgement of apology to
Indian Country.
“What’s going to be strike three before
anyone takes us serious?” Osceola said.
“This was the second time the [former]
Chairman went directly to the White House.
We have folks in Washington that were
supposed to be interfacing between the
United States of America, the Executive
2I¿FH RI WKH 3UHVLGHQW DQG WKH 7ULEDO
leaders. The president of the United States
is ignoring the Chairman of the Seminole
Tribe of Florida. Something has to change.”
Osceola continued with her stance
and beliefs on the federal government’s
disposition toward Indian Country, stating
that Natives are seen as a “problem” and a
“threat” to the U.S. government.
“If we have to stand here as Native
people in 2011 and put up with the same
derogatory, insulting and genocidal policies
of the 1800s, then what can we tell our
children that they have to look forward to?”
Osceola asked aloud.
“As of right now, the president has not
corrected the record,” Osceola continued.
“A letter and memo from the Department of
Defense? That is not speaking on behalf of
this country. That is not the president of the
United States. We have heard no response
from the president.”
Osceola said it was necessary for the
Tribe to take a “hard-line stance” on this

issue. The Tribal citizen concluded her
segment of the panel discussion by stating
that the thought of Natives being seen as
terrorists in 2011 is a “travesty.”
“This Tribe isn’t going to tolerate it,”
Osceola said. “I don’t know of any Tribe
that would be willing to let that record
stand…Other people are drawing lines. We
didn’t create states. We didn’t put borders
between the United States and Canada. We
didn’t put borders between the United States
and Mexico. We didn’t do that. We also
didn’t create the reservations. All we were
responsible for was dreaming that dream
and that was to remain Native.”
Rosenberg, Osceola’s co-panelist,
highlighted this issue in greater detail
months ago and reiterated the Tribal citizen’s
view of the controversy during the NAJA
Conference’s panel discussion of the matter.
After the discussion, Osceola touched
on the reason why it’s important for President
Obama to issue a public apology to Native
America about the federal government’s
controversial comment.
“The President of the United States
represents the highest level of government
in this country,” Osceola said. “If the highest
level of government says it’s unacceptable
and apologizes on behalf of the country and
the administration, then that would mean
something to Indian Country and its Tribal
OHDGHUV:HFDQVD\ZH¶UH¿QDOO\EHLQJWDNHQ
seriously and we’re talking about issues that
affect us. But without the apology, we’re still
a problem. And that’s for all of our issues.”
As of press time, no public apology has
been issued by President Obama and the
federal government. It remains to be seen
ZKHWKHU WKH 7ULEH¶V RI¿FLDO UHTXHVW ZLOO EH
met with its total satisfaction.

1PMZOFTJBO%BODFSTBOE5SJCBM$JUJ[FOT(FU
5IFJS(SPPWF0O"U#JH$ZQSFTT-VBV

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Harmony
Cypress shows off her skills as she
performs a Hula-Hoop dance.

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Cicero Osceola, center, will be remembered by the Big
Cypress Luau’s Polynesian dancers as the “Big Kahuna.” The event was held on
July 26 inside the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium in Big Cypress.

The Polynesian dancers are on the stage set with Big Cypress Tribal senior
Juanita Billie and Big Cypress Tribal youngster Ko’Oshee Henry at the
conclusion of the July 26 event.

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Brian Billie dances
his way to the top as he grabs ﬁrst place in the
men’s clothing contest.
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JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

IMMOKALEE ² 7KH RI¿FLDO ORJR RI WKH
Seminole Tribe of Florida is surrounded by the words
,Q *RG :H 7UXVW 7KHVH ZRUGV UHÀHFW WKH EHOLHIV RI
the forefathers in a higher power than themselves. In
adopting a constitution, they prayed for the guidance of
their Creator.
Years have passed and many changes have taken
place within the structure and economy of the Tribe, but
these few simple words still ring true. As a democracy,
the Tribal leaders are destined to change from time to
time and the burdens they carry take on new shapes;
however, their basic goals remain the same.
The leaders must strive to protect and preserve the
economic and physical well-being of their fellow Tribal
Judy Weeks members to guarantee the survival of their culture and to
Pastor Wonder Johns coordinated the services at the Seminole Tribe of Florida Prayer Gathering in Immokalee on July 23. ensure their traditions are passed on to future generations.
As citizens of the United States, it is important to pray
for the wisdom, compassion and understanding of the
president and congressional leadership that they might
be guided along the right path to protect our freedom
and country.
Throughout the coming year, each reservation
will host a Prayer Day asking God's guidance for
their leaders, communities and all Tribal citizens. The
Immokalee First Seminole Baptist Church opened their
GRRUVIRUWKHLU¿UVWSUD\HUGD\RQ-XO\
Following in the footsteps of their ancestors,
religious leaders from all of the Tribal communities
participated in the presentations, which Wonder Johns,
Pastor Josh LeadingFox and Van Samuels coordinated.
Nine pastors, missionaries, laymen and deacons took
part in the service, offered prayers for God's help, gave
thanks for his many blessings and led the congregation
in song.
Judy Weeks
Judy Weeks
7KHFKXUFKZDV¿OOHGZLWKSHRSOHZKRKDGWUDYHOHG
Tribal elder Betty Osceola has participated in prayer Immokalee First Seminole Baptist Church Pastor Josh LeadingFox from Brighton, Hollywood, Trail, Big Cypress, Tampa
gatherings for her family, friends, community and said, “You honor our church family by allowing us to host this prayer and Immokalee. For the elders, it was like the gatherings
leaders since she was a little girl.
gathering.”
in the old days when they would attend all-day "sings" in

the old churches, under the chickees and arbors, for the
glory of their God and for the sharing of his blessings.
"We came here and prayed when this was just a
small piece of ground with a few chickees," Wonder
Johns said. "Our prayers were heard and our leaders'
hearts were touched. They have given us this church,
which shows that with God all things are possible."
Leading the congregation in the singing of traditional
Mikasuki and Creek hymns, Matt Tiger said, "The spirit
RIRXUHOGHUVZKRKDYHJRQHRQEHIRUHXV¿OOVWKHURRP
as we sing the old hymns. They taught us to believe in
God and worship him with these songs in our hearts."
7DNLQJWXUQVHDFKUHOLJLRXVOHDGHUTXRWHGSDVVDJHV
of inspiration from the Bible, gave encouragement,
shared words of wisdom, offered prayers and counted
the many daily blessings that people should not take for
granted.
"This brings back memories of my childhood," said
President Tony Sanchez Jr. "I ask that you keep us in
your prayers as we meet people and make decisions that
affect others. I am humbled by your support and count
my blessings. Without the Lord, I would not be where I
am today. We must remember that divided we fall, but if
we stay together God will give us strength."
Coming forward Jack Smith joined the Tribal
leaders and asked the congregation to offer prayers for
his son who was very ill in the hospital in Hollywood.
The congregation prayed for strength to carry his family
WKURXJKWKHLUWLPHRIWURXEOH7KHQRQHE\RQHWKH\¿OHG
past the leaders and offered prayers on their behalf.
"We should be thankful that we are free to pray here
WRGD\DQGUHPHPEHUWKHVDFUL¿FHVWKDWRWKHUVDUHPDNLQJ
to protect our freedom and religious rights," Big Cypress
Council Rep. Mondo Tiger said. "I say ‘sho-na-bish’ to
those of you who pray each day for me and my staff. You
are precious to me and I ask God to make me worthy of
your trust."
Following the prayer meeting, the congregation
moved to the Fellowship Hall where a generous buffet
had been prepared by the ladies of the church following
the Seminole traditions of their ancestors.

#BDLUP4DIPPM4BGFUZ5JQT#VT 4DIPPM;POF4BGFUZ4PDJBM.FEJB"OE)PX,JET$BO)BOEMF4USBOHFST
5HIUDLQIURPGLVWUDFWLRQVLQDVFKRRO]RQHLQFOXGLQJWKHXVHRIFHOO
phones.
SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is a great way to engage our kids within school as well
as within families.
,WLVDEUDYHQHZZRUOGRIFRPPXQLFDWLRQ+RZHYHUZHPXVWUHPLQG
kids what they write and what they say is not private and not to publicize
the things they don't want public.
 6SHQG WLPH ZLWK \RXU WHHQDJHU JRLQJ WKURXJK WKH SULYDF\ VHWWLQJV
and discussing how to set each one.
'HSHQGLQJRQWKHDJHRI\RXUWHHQDJHU\RXPD\ZDQWWRUHVWULFWKRZ
\RXUWHHQFDQEHIRXQG$\HDUROGVKRXOGEHDELWWRXJKHUWR¿QGWKDQ
an 18 year old.
0RVWSHRSOHXWLOL]HVRFLDOPHGLDDQGLWLVDJUHDWDYHQXHIRUNLGVWR
LQWHUWZLQHZLWKSDUHQWVNHHSLQJLQPLQGVDIHW\¿UVW

a stranger can be confusing to kids. They may picture someone who looks
scary, but sometimes danger can come from someone they already know.
Teach them the difference.
The new school year has arrived, following a summer full of fun
)RUH[DPSOHWHDFKWKHPWRDVNIRUKHOSIURPDZRPDQZLWKDFKLOG
activities our children and their families enjoyed. As we prepare for a
XQLIRUPHGRI¿FHURUVRPHRQHZHDULQJDQDPHWDJ7KHUHDUHJRRGVWUDQJHUV
successful year, here are some suggestions to help keep children safe.
such as teachers, security guards and store clerks.
7HOO\RXUFKLOGZKRZLOOEHSLFNLQJWKHPXSHYHU\GD\,IVRPHRQH
BUS & SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY
different arrives they will hopefully alert someone and curtail a potential
Transporting kids to and from school in a safe manner is a priority to
dangerous situation from occurring.
all of us. Therefore, we need to keep in mind and discuss the following
&KLOGUHQVKRXOGQRWJHWLQWRDYHKLFOHRIVRPHRQHWKH\GRQRWNQRZ
VDIHW\WLSV
If someone tries to pull a child in, teach them to kick hard and scream loud
 %H RQ WKH ORRNRXW IRU FKLOGUHQ GDUWLQJ RXW EHWZHHQ FDUV DV ZH
for help.
transport kids to school.
2QJRLQJGLDORJXHZLWKDFKLOGDERXWVWUDQJHUVEXLOGVFRQ¿GHQFHDQG
)ROORZWKHSRVWHGVSHHGOLPLWVLJQVLQHDFKVFKRRO]RQH
strength.
%HVXUHFKLOGUHQDUHIDPLOLDUZLWKWKHSURFHGXUHVIRUJHWWLQJRQDQG
,IDSSURDFKHGE\DVWUDQJHUUXQWRDQRWKHUDGXOWRUKRPHIRUKHOS
off the school bus.
Most adults will assist a child.
3DUHQWVNHHSLQPLQGDVEXVHVWUDYHOZLWKWKHFKLOGUHQWUDI¿FGRHV
STRANGERS, BOTH GOOD & BAD?
7HDFKWKHEXGG\V\VWHPWRFKLOGUHQ:DONLQSDLUVRUPRUH
move slower and patience is vital to allow everyone to get to school and
7HDFK\RXUFKLOGWKHSRZHURI³QR´3UHGDWRUVVHHNRXWNLGVZKRPD\
,IEHLQJIROORZHGE\DYHKLFOHWU\DQGREWDLQWKHWDJQXPEHUDQG
home safely.
be reluctant to oppose an adult.
report the incident to an adult.
)DPLOLDUL]H\RXUVHOIZLWKVFKRROGURSRIIDQGSLFNXSUXOHV)ROORZ
*RRGFRPPXQLFDWLRQEHWZHHQSDUHQWVDQGFKLOGUHQLVYLWDO7HDFK
Seminole Police Department wishes a spectacular school year for our
the designated patterns.
your child to tell you immediately if approached by a stranger.
children and families.
$OZD\VFURVVWKHVWUHHWLQWKHGHVLJQDWHGFURVVZDONV
%HFDUHIXOZLWKVWUDQJHUGDQJHUFRQYHUVDWLRQV-XVWNQRZLQJZKRLV
BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF,
William R. Latchford

GUY SELIGMAN, P.A.
Criminal Defense Attorney

:MXZM[MV\QVO+PQTLZMVQV<ZW]JTM
)XXMIT[
VL+PIVKM[
,ZQ^MZ4QKMV[M:MXIQZ

5SJCBM.FNCFST"UUFOE;PT4VNNFS(SPPWF
BY GERRY MAYEN
SMP Event Coordinator, Producer

Last month, the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel
& Casino presented Zo’s Summer Groove, a
WKUHHGD\ IXQGUDLVLQJ HYHQW EHQH¿WLQJ$ORQ]R
Mourning Charities (AMC), to celebrate
 \HDUV RI WKH QRQSUR¿W RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V
service to the community. Several Tribal
members attended the charitable anniversary
extravaganza that took place from July 22-24
and included a golf tournament, comedy show
DQGEHQH¿WGLQQHU
Alonzo Mourning Charities, a 501(c)3
QRQSUR¿WRUJDQL]DWLRQDLPVWRFUHDWHSODWIRUPV
for youth to succeed. Since 1997, AMC
has raised more than $7 million for various
programs that aid in the development of
children and their families, according to the
organization’s website. In addition to supporting
RWKHU QRQSUR¿W RUJDQL]DWLRQV 0RXUQLQJ KDV
focused his attention on the development of
education and enrichment programming for atrisk students.
This year’s Summer Groove event
included Zo’s Summer Groove Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Golf Classic presented by
Hublot Watches and Coca-Cola; Zo’s Summer
Groove Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Comedy
Show presented by Alters Law Firm; and Zo’s
6XPPHU*URRYH%HQH¿W'LQQHUDQG*DODZLWK
a Night of Entertainment Featuring Grammy
Award Winner Alicia Keys that took place at
Hard Rock Live.
For more information about Alonzo
0RXUQLQJ &KDULWLHV YLVLW KWWSZZZ
amcharities.org.

Claribel Linderman

Former Miami Heat player Alonzo Mourning, right, and wife, Tracy,
support his three-day fundraising extravaganza at Zo’s Summer
Groove Beneﬁt Dinner and Gala at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino on July 23.
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Claribel Linderman

President Tony Sanchez Jr., Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank, Hollywood Board Rep. Christopher Osceola and Sandy
Arrendondo are joined by friends at the Zo’s Summer Groove Beneﬁt Dinner and Gala.
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6HPLQROH3ULQFHVV3DJHDQW
7KH/HJHQGRI (HFKR
+XKOSDKWHDQG$PEHU&UDLJ
It was 11 p.m., but Eecho Billie was wide
awake. He and little sister Aubie stood on the
deck of their father’s airboat as it soared atop
the water. Both had search lights strapped
to their foreheads and were holding longhandled gigs. They balanced, shifting weight
IURPRQHOHJWRWKHRWKHUDVWKHDLUERDWÀHZ
RYHUJUDVVSDWFKHVDQGWLGDOÀDWVURDULQJIXOO
speed through the night.
Suddenly the wind stopped squealing
by, the big propeller roared to a hummm, the
boat dropped and centrifugal force pulled the
two kids forward. But they were ready and
balanced, legs holding tight. Out in the water
were hundreds of orange lights.
Alligator eyes.
We were looking for a special gator,
Eecho told me. Had to be just the right
size. He held 9-year-old hands, thumbs and
IRUH¿QJHUV WRJHWKHU LQ D VLPXODWHG JDWRU
grabbing grip. His friend Amber Craig
needed a gator for the Seminole Princess
Pageant, in which she was a contestant from
the Brighton Reservation. “She needs it for
her talent show,” he explained.
At low power, his father deftly
PDQHXYHUHG WKH FUDIW IROORZLQJ WKH ¿QJHUV
as the kids pointed here and there over the
water teeming with huhl-pah-te. Finally, not

far from shore, a small gator was separated
from the crowd.
The boat glided over close and the
unlucky gator froze. Eecho gently set down
the gig, leaned over, aimed and jabbed his
arms into the water as the gator dove. Water
splashed all over the front of the boat. Aubie
leaned over with beautiful big brown eyes
wide, watching her brother work.
With a smile wider than the gator, he
pulled the creature into the boat, hands
positioned perfectly behind the jowls, away
from the wildly thrashing, snapping mouth.
His father, an old gator wrestler himself,
never said a word. He had taught the son
well. Eecho had the black electrical tape – the
most important part of gator catching – and
began wrapping it around the snout.
Someone said, “Good job, Eecho.” The
young man looked up and half-smiled. It was
no big deal. He does it all the time.
Next week at the pageant, Eecho ran
onstage and handed Amber the gator. She
held the reptile as she told a legend about the
dog and the gator. At the end of her story, the
dog ran away with the gator’s nose. The gator
was left with the dog’s nose and everyone
thought the gator ate the dog.
-- Peter B. Gallagher

PRINCESS
From page 1A
(a written summary about the theme of the pageant) and
Miss Congeniality and included: Jewel Buck (talent),
Jaryaca Baker (talent and S.A.), Alicia Nunez (S.A.) and
Apolonia Nunez (Miss Congeniality).
The event also featured new faces in judging and
visiting royalty: Evereta Lee Thinn of the Navajo Nation
and Miss Indian Nations 2010-11; Mitchelene BigMan
of the Crow Nation and retired First Class Sergeant;
Julia Kelly of the Piegan Clan and retired Ammunition
Specialist Private/Command Sergeant Major; and Karina
Brez, the newly crowned Miss Florida U.S.A. 2011-12.
“It has been a wonderful experience seeing you
ladies grow up and now you will represent us as our
princess,” said Chairman James E. Billie at the annual
dinner reception a day earlier.
Buck said outgoing Miss Seminole Jimmie was a
mentor throughout her reign, as well as a big supporter
and motivator.
“She (Cassandra) told me that representing the
Tribe is not hard, just be myself. She was my inspiration
throughout. The way she talked to people and represented
herself was a great thing,” Buck said.
Jimmie said the experience was a once in a lifetime
opportunity and helped her develop socially.
“I accomplished a lot in my public speaking. The
whole thing has opened my eyes to becoming a leader,”
Jimmie said. “I would tell the new Princess to be herself.
Everything she does needs to come from the heart and
remember where she comes from and that she represents
the Tribe.”
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Chris C. Jenkins

Hamilton gets a hug from Legal Department Larry Hamilton, right, 11-year Seminole Tribe of Florida employee and
Executive Assistant Agnes Motlow during Seminole Police Department CSA (Community Service Aide), shows off a
the farewell retirement gathering held in the custom-made police badge given to him courtesy of SPD and Seminole
Tribal Headquarters break room July 29 among Police Chief William Latchford, left.
dozens of supporters and co-workers.
Chris C. Jenkins

)PVTFIPME1SPEVDUT)FBMUIBOE4BGFUZ*OGPSNBUJPO
BY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Do you know what's under your kitchen sink, in
your garage, in your bathroom and on the shelves in
your laundry room? Do any of the household products
you use pose a potential health risk to you and your
family? To help you answer these questions The
National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Library of
Medicine (NLM) has established an online consumer
guide that provides easy to understand information
on the potential health effects of more than 4,000
common household products.
Many household products contain substances
that can pose health risks if they are ingested,
inhaled or come into contact with your eyes and skin.
The new Household Products Database at http://
householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov provides information
on these substances and their potential health effects
in language that's clear and easy to understand.
Additionally, technical information is also available
by following links directly into NLM's more technical
GDWDEDVHV RQ WR[LFRORJ\ KD]DUGRXV FKHPLFDOV DQG
other topics.
The Household Products Database allows the
general public to browse a product category, such
as “Pesticides” or “Personal Care,” by alphabetical
listing or by brand name. You can also search for
products by type, manufacturer, product ingredient or
chemical name.
For example, suppose you're trying to decide
which algae-killing product to use in your swimming

pool. You can select the "Landscape/Yard/Swimming
Pool" category in Household Products and click on
"Algaecide," and then browse through several brands
to look for chemical content and possible health
KD]DUGV
The Household Products Database can help you
answer questions like:
:KDWFKHPLFDOVDUHIRXQGLQDVSHFL¿FSURGXFW
and in what percentages?
 :KDW DUH WKH SRWHQWLDO KHDOWK HIIHFWV RI WKH
LQJUHGLHQWVLQDVSHFL¿FEUDQG"
:KLFKSURGXFWVFRQWDLQDVSHFL¿FFKHPLFDO\RX
are concerned about?
 :KR PDQXIDFWXUHV D VSHFL¿F EUDQG DQG KRZ
can the manufacturer be contacted?
 :KDW RWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW D FKHPLFDO FDQ
\RX¿QGLQRWKHU1/0GDWDEDVHV"
Information for the Household Products Database
comes from a variety of publicly available sources,
LQFOXGLQJ EUDQGVSHFL¿F ODEHOV DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ
provided by manufacturers and their websites. NLM
plans to continue adding more brands to the existing
categories and will also continue to add new types
of products to the Household Products Database as
well as work to keep the existing information in the
database current and accurate.
Information taken from National Institute of
Health website and www.eNotAlone.com.
The Environmental Health Program requests that
you call the Health Department with any environmental
health issues. You can reach them at 954-985-2330.

4FWFOUI"OOVBM4FNJOPMF4VQFSTUBS5BMFOU
4IPX$SPXOT"OPUIFS$IBNQ

Chris C. Jenkins

Lola Lavoy is all smiles on stage with her $5,000 prize winnings as the latest winner of the seventh annual Seminole
Superstar Talent Show held at the Hard Rock Live on July 25. Joining the Seminole Hard Rock employee were ﬁve other
musical acts representing the Tribe’s casino properties with other cash prizes, rafﬂes and giveaways.

Seminole Media Productions broadcasting reporter Briana D’Andrea, middle front row, with co-workers and friends
outside of Marino’s Italian Restaurant as part of D’Andrea’s farewell luncheon on Aug. 1. As one of the faces of the
Seminole Channel, the longtime mainstay says goodbye after four years of service in the department.

Chris C. Jenkins

D’Andrea, right, with Higher Education
Adviser Linda Iley.

Chris C. Jenkins

D’Andrea, left, with Seminole Channel co-host Everett Osceola.

8IBUJT$PEFQFOEFODZ
BY FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

The term codependency describes a situation in
which a person literally becomes emotionally addicted
to another person's addiction. Some experts even refer
to codependency as a "relationship addiction" because
codependents often form dysfunctional, one-sided
relationships with self-destructive partners. Although
the phenomenon of codependency has existed for many
\HDUVDFRQVWUXFWLYHGH¿QLWLRQRQO\HPHUJHGZLWKWKH
rise of 12-step recovery programs such as Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA), Overeaters Anonymous (OA) and
Narcotics Anonymous (NA).
Researchers studying the mechanisms of addiction
discovered that certain family members, romantic
partners or close friends formed unhealthy bonds
with the addict. These people seemed determined to
rescue or protect the addict, even to the point of selfVDFUL¿FH5HFRYHULQJDGGLFWVUHFRJQL]HGWKLVEHKDYLRU
as “enabling,” providing addictive substances in order
to keep an addict from becoming completely healthy.
&RGHSHQGHQF\ LV RIWHQ GH¿QHG DV D PDODGMXVWPHQW
disorder, in which the codependent feeds off the
emotional need created by the addict. Codependency
is usually an emotional self-defense mechanism
triggered by childhood experiences in a dysfunctional
home marred by substance abuse or overly restrictive
parents.
Many people assume that codependency is a
strictly passive condition, with the codependent
only performing as a servant to the addict. In reality,
codependency is a passive-aggressive condition,
with the enabler controlling the addict through
emotional and physical manipulation. In an unhealthy
relationship forged by codependency, the enabler needs

the addict to remain unhealthy and dependent. While
many people feel a strong need to help a loved one in
a time of personal crisis, a number of codependents
VHH WKHPVHOYHV DV PDUW\UV RU VHOIVDFUL¿FLQJ KHURHV
&DULQJ IRU DQ DGGLFW KHOSV GH¿QH WKHP DV SHRSOH
worthy of respect, which they believe they wouldn't
receive under healthier circumstances.
Codependency is a learned behavior, with
children observing the effects of addiction on their
parents. A person who experienced childhood traumas
will often seek out a partner with substance abuse
problems or anti-social behavior. The belief generated
by codependency is that he or she will somehow be
DEOHWR³¿[´WKLVSHUVRQ VQXPHURXVLVVXHV,QDFWXDOLW\
these codependent relationships often crash and burn,
leaving the codependent with even lower self-esteem.
Because many codependents avoid interaction with
KHDOWK\ ZHOODGMXVWHG SHRSOH WKH FRGHSHQGHQF\
cycle usually continues with a series of damaging
relationships.
Codependency can be treated through
psychotherapy and intervention, although it can be
YHU\GLI¿FXOWWRFRQYLQFHFRGHSHQGHQWVWRVHHNKHOS
In their minds, codependents only perform a role
others should play in an addict's life. Many feel they
have honorable intentions, even if they don’t always
have successful results. Ironically, codependency can
trigger addictive behavior in the enabler, creating an
even more complicated relationship with the addict
and others.
Should you wish to learn more about codependency,
SOHDVH IHHO IUHH WR VFKHGXOH D FRQ¿GHQWLDO PHHWLQJ
with a Family Services Counselor on your respective
reservation.
6RXUFH&RQMHFWXUH&RUSRUDWLRQ

Judith A. Homko
Marital & Family Law

Divorce
Modifications
Appeals
Child Support

Alimony
Prenuptial Agreements
Paternity Issues
Domestic Violence

 _  )D[
320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 

WELLNESS
From page 3A
'HQLVH $OOH\ -RKQ *OHQ 'U 3DFNHU 6RQ\D %HDQODQG 1DGMD
Jones, Tommy McGee and Renee Siegel.
Annual Native American favorites John Bird, Alley and Dr.
Bartlett entwined their life's stories and personal experiences with
their messages of spirituality, family communication, relationship
challenges, cultural and heritage beliefs.
$XWKRU DQG OHFWXUHU $OOH\ HPSKDVL]HG WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI
family communication and living a well life with a Native heart.
6KHVDLG:HDUHERUQZLWKRXUFXOWXUHDQGKHULWDJH7KH\GH¿QH
who we are and give us the strength from our Creator for survival.
Love yourself and develop self-respect so that you can love others
and ensure that your culture survives for future generations."
Outstanding presentations by Allied Health, Seminole Police,
)LWQHVV DQG 'U 3DFNHU WDFNOHG WKH GLI¿FXOW WRSLFV RI GLDEHWHV
medication abuse, obesity, exercise and diet control that can
literally steal the life from your body.
"At every Conference, we have focused upon ourselves,"
said Carol Cypress. "We started a youth program approximately
four years ago and it has been a tremendous success. More than
60 young people participated in this year's activities with special
presentations by our guest speakers focusing on age appropriate
topics for children from 5 to 16 years old. By turning from addiction
to family programs we are helping to ensure that our children have
the advantage of not having to experience our mistakes."
Nightly meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Women's
Group and Culture saw record participation. Lawrence Osceola
hit the mark when he said that we create our own limitations in
our minds, and our bodies are too willing to follow. If you are at
the conference, you are in service and this is vital. Sharing your
experience and perseverance provides the support necessary to
continue life one day at a time.

And 6 a.m. wasn’t too early for the 137 walkers who trekked
along the edge of the surf during the early morning beach walks.
Several of the participants commented on the empowered feeling
that comes from hitting the sand in the dark and sharing the
sunrise. Exercise is a big part of a healthy lifestyle. The Fitness
Department urged that the attendees take this knowledge home
and let it be an inspiration.
3HUVRQDOWHVWLPRQLHVSURYLGHGE\7ULEDOFLWL]HQVLQUHFRYHU\
are a daily highlight. Sharing the pain of their problems and the
stressful transition to recovery forms a connection between the
speaker and the audience that is inspirational and brings hope to
those struggling to achieve or maintain recovery.
The 2011 Closing Sobriety Count Down reached awesome
proportions. Making a declaration of their time in recovery, the
DWWHQGHHV FDPH IRUZDUG RQH DW D WLPH DQG MRLQHG WKH &LUFOH RI
5HFRYHU\7KH¿QDOWDEXODWLRQUHDFKHG\HDUVQLQHPRQWKVDQG
 GD\V -RLQLQJ KDQGV WKH JURXS UHFRJQL]HG WKH SRZHU JUHDWHU
than their own that gives them the strength to go forward one day
at a time. Strength comes in support and more than 500 people
participated in the week's activities.
Tuxedoes, evening gowns and party attire transformed the
banquet room into a Royal Ball for the closing dinner party. All
RI WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV ZHUH UHFRJQL]HG DV 9,3V IRU WKH RFFDVLRQ
Following an exquisite buffet, a live performance by "The
Beatles" rocked the room and brought the audience to their feet
for a standing ovation as the impersonators played a continuous
repertoire of the British icons.
"Seminoles in Recovery are all about giving back what is
IUHHO\JLYHQWR\RX-RGLH.LQJVDLG6REULHW\LVDOLIHWLPHSURMHFW
and the Wellness Conference is designed to provide support and
empower us to achieve our goals one day at a time. Remember
that you made these things happen and you are why we are here.
Stay focused!"

Judy Weeks

Native American motivational speaker Dr. Bartlett was not
only a hit with the adults but became a real hero for Alice
Jimmie.

Photo above, Lydia Cypress,
Harry Billie, former Chairman
Mitchell Cypress and Claudia
Doctor share both family
ties and commitment to the
Seminoles in Recovery.
Left photo, Carol Cypress
focuses on youth programs,
AA Meetings and the Women’s
Group.
Judy Weeks

Your goals deserve our attention

Homeownership is an important investment in your personal and ﬁnancial security.
If you’re thinking about buying, renovating or building a one-to four-family home
within your tribal service area, our loan process can help make it come true. At
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage not only do we have ﬂexible terms and options, but our
consultants will get to know you so they can guide you through the loan process with
personal advice.

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today.
Eric Sprenkle
Native American Lending
Phone: 605-575-8733
Tollfree: 800-898-3246 ext. 2
Fax: 866-880-7943
eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com
www.ericsprenkle.com
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
NMLSR ID 399801. AS615381 04/11-07/11

1FTUJDJEFBOE'FSUJMJ[FS"QQMJDBUJPO
BY WHITNEY SAPIENZA
Environmental Resource
Management Department

The
Environmental
Resource
Management Department (ERMD) was
created in 1987 by the Tribal Council of
the Seminole Tribe of Florida to protect
and evaluate the Tribe’s land and water
resources. ERMD is overseen by the
Seminole Water Commission which was
created in 1989 by the Tribal Council. The
Commission, with technical assistance
from ERMD, has developed rules to
protect the quality of surface water within
the boundaries of the Tribe’s reservations.
ERMD assists other Tribal Departments
such as Housing, Real Estate and
Community Planning and Development
and works with Seminole Tribe of Florida,
Inc. in the development and management
of Tribal natural resources.
To continue our mission for education
and dissemination of information that
aims to environmental compliance, ERMD
will publish a series of articles that inform
and educate the Seminole community
and citizens in general about common
practices that can potentially harm our
environment and alternative practices
that can minimize or prevent the adverse
impacts to our health and the environment.
We welcome your suggestions,
comments and questions. Please send them
to isidroduque@semtribe.com or contact
us at 954-965-4380
The following article about plastic
water bottles is the third article in our
series.
Identifying the Best Management
Practices (BMPs) for pesticide and
IHUWLOL]HU XVH FDQ VDYH \RX ERWK WLPH DQG
money, while decreasing the adverse
HIIHFWV WR WKH HQYLURQPHQW )HUWLOL]HU
application can increase short-term crop
yields or keep the grass on your lawn
green; however, this comes with potential
detrimental environmental and health
effects. Many of the problems associated
ZLWK IHUWLOL]HU DSSOLFDWLRQ VWHP IURP
the inability of soil to retain the applied
IHUWLOL]HU ,W LV HVWLPDWHG WKDW DERXW KDOI
RIHYHU\PHWULFWRQRIIHUWLOL]HUDSSOLHGWR
¿HOGVQHYHUHQGXSLQWKHSODQWWLVVXHEXW
are instead evaporated or washed into our
wetlands, rivers, canals and lakes. Excess
QXWULHQWV IURP IHUWLOL]HUV LQ ZDWHUZD\V
produce excessive plant production in the
form of algal blooms. The surplus of plant
life consumes all available oxygen in the
water causing other plants and animals
to suffocate. To decrease the amount of
runoff into the local water ways, postpone
\RXUIHUWLOL]HUDSSOLFDWLRQLIDUDLQHYHQWRI
greater than 1 inch is expected and do not
IHUWLOL]HRQODZQDUHDVZLWKLQIHHWIURP
the water’s edge.
0RVWIHUWLOL]HUVRQWKHPDUNHWLQFOXGH
a combination of nitrogen (N), phosphorus

(P) and potassium (K), which are the
SULPDU\PDMRUQXWULHQWVUHTXLUHGIRUSODQWV
WRJURZ)HUWLOL]HUEDJVDUHODEHOHGZLWKWKHLU
nutrients concentration in percentile form.
)RU H[DPSOH LI WKH IHUWLOL]HU ODEHO VWDWHV
 WKLV LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKH IHUWLOL]HU
FRQWDLQVSHUFHQW1FRQFHQWUDWLRQ ¿UVW
number), 0 percent P concentration (middle
number) and 15 percent K concentration
(last number). The concentrations of N,
P, K are very important when purchasing
DIHUWLOL]HU,Q6RXWK)ORULGDWKHVRLOVDUH
XVXDOO\VXI¿FLHQWLQSKRVSKRUXVWKHUHIRUH
phosphorus is not always required for plant
growth. To decrease the adverse affects of
IHUWLOL]HU DSSOLFDWLRQ WR WKH HQYLURQPHQW
SXUFKDVHDVORZUHOHDVHIHUWLOL]HUZLWKORZ
or no phosphorus.
Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
LV XWLOL]HG LQ HIIRUWV WR SURPRWH WKH PRVW
sustainable ways to control pests while
PLQLPL]LQJ WKH ULVNV WR KXPDQ KHDOWK
and the environment. ERMD offers
the following pesticide application
recommendations:
1. Do not over water your lawn. When
grass is overwatered it becomes a breeding
ground for unwanted insects.
2. Tolerate some insects and leaf
GDPDJH WKLV DOORZV EHQH¿FLDO SUHGDWRU\
insects and birds to locate and naturally
resolve the pest problem.
3. Always read the labels and apply the
recommended application of pesticides.
More is never better.
4. Select a pesticide that will have
the least impact on the environment. The
environmental impacts of pesticides are
based on three properties: the sorption,
how tightly pesticide are held by the soil
surface; water solubility, the amount of
pesticides that will dissolve in a given
amount of water; and persistence, the
amount of time a pesticide remains in the
environment. Pesticides with high sorption
and low solubility are the least likely to
have adverse effects on the environment
by leaching into groundwater or being
transported by runoff into local waterways.
5. Do not apply pesticides before
a high-intensity rainfall. The highest
vulnerability of pesticide runoff is typically
within 10-15 days after application.
Applying pesticides surrounding a rainfall
event will increase your overhead cost and
environmental pollution caused by runoff.
 ,I XWLOL]LQJ D VSUD\HU FDOLEUDWH
sprayers regularly to ensure the correct
amount of pesticides are being applied.
Remember to store all pesticides and
IHUWLOL]HUV LQ WKH RULJLQDO FRQWDLQHUV LQ D
dry, well-ventilated area out of the reach
of children. For additional information
SHUWDLQLQJ WR SHVWLFLGH DQG IHUWLOL]HU
application, please contact the ERMD
RI¿FH DW LVLGURGXTXH#VHPWULEHFRP
or at 954-965-4380. We welcome your
suggestions, comments and questions.

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 
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t James E. Billie

C

hokoloskee is a legendary location
for Seminole people, especially
for the families of the late Frank
Billie, Sonny Billie and his mother, and Betty
Mae Jumper. I believe that Frank J. Billie and
Alice Billie of Big Cypress are the only elders
still alive from the many Seminoles and their
families who came to Chokoloskee to trade with
Ted Smallwood throughout the early 1900s.
The Smallwood location is a historic
place that honors our Seminole people, poor
EXW VWURQJ ZKR ¿UVW FDPH RXW RI WKH VZDPSV
in those days. Mr. Smallwood welcomed and
provided us credit. He even allowed Seminoles
WR FDPS DQG ¿VK IURP WKH EHDFK QH[W WR WKH
Store.
As time went along, I came along in the
1990s and asked around if the land known as
WKH ROG %OXH +HURQ PRWHO SURSHUW\ QH[W WR
the Smallwood Store, was for sale. They said
it was and the Seminole Tribe purchased the
property in 1999. There we began an annual
gathering, our Seminole Indian Days, where
we could bring our arts and crafts and share
our old stories and legends about the place. We
enjoyed sharing this history with others and the
feelings it brought to us about how important
the Smallwood Store was to our people in the
early 1900s.
We had great fun. Paul Buster, myself,

Andy Buster and others would provide music,
and Tribal members would conduct clothing
contests, arts and crafts contests, even baby
contests to the delight and education of many
Seminoles and our visitors. Since the property
belonged to the Seminole Tribe in honor of
our people who came here to trade in the early
1900s, we had no thought of ever selling it or
being betrayed to sell the property by our own
system.
:KLFKZDVLQIDFWH[DFWO\ZKDWKDSSHQHG
We have records and documents that
show the previous administration and our
Indian employees orchestrated the sale of the
Smallwood property to a group of non-Indians.
The transaction was not told to the rest of
Tribal members. It went through Legal, Real
Estate and the Tribal Council, and the Tribal
members were not told. The sale was done in an
underhanded manner; in fact, it has only been
UHFHQWO\WKDWZHDOO¿QDOO\UHDOL]HGDJUHHPHQWV
had been signed and the Smallwood property
had been sold.
Even though the land was sold to non,QGLDQVDW¿UVWZHVWLOOKDGWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WR
go through the property and visit the Smallwood
Store. But, in a very short time, the new owners
have recently demolished all the buildings on
the site, demolished the road, put up a fence and
do not allow anyone to go to the Smallwood
Store.
This seems absolutely absurd to me. We
Seminole Indians cannot visit that store unless
we want to walk through the swamp and
mangroves on the other side. When we had the
property, all those years, we allowed anyone to
come through there to visit. I would believe this
if I was in some third-world country. But here in
Chokoloskee, U.S.A.? I cannot believe it. What
an absurd situation.
But, it was created by our own previous
Tribal Council. When I found out how Legal,
Real Estate and the Council sold away historic
property of the Seminole Tribe . . . I began to
wonder: What is this group coming to? I guess
\RXFRXOGVD\LW¿QDOO\FDPHEDFNDWWKHP
Now, at this point, the case has fallen into
the court. We must hope for some justice and
that a decision will be made to take the fence
down and restore the right-of-way, so we can all
once again visit the Smallwood Store.
Sho-naa-bish!
James E. Billie
Chairman
Seminole Tribe of Florida

/&8#0"3%)"3%803,
t Tony Sanchez Jr.

A

fter wanting to serve the Tribe in this capacity
for a long time, now that I am in the President’s
RI¿FH,DPVXUSULVHGDWKRZOLWWOHZHKDYHGRQH
to carry forth the vision our elders instilled in our original
corporate charter and constitution, especially in the area of
economic development.
Historically, it seems as if our Boards have preferred to
take a “sit back, wait and see” attitude, instead of proactively
investing the real time and effort that it takes to make a
business venture successful.
Believe me, a lot of time and effort was invested by our
elders and ancestors as they pursued the process to establish
this Tribe more than 50 years ago. They even had to work
to raise the basic funds to travel to Washington, D.C., where
WKH\KDGWRJRWRJHWXVUHFRJQL]HGDQGJHWRXUFKDUWHUDQG
constitution approved.
From the very beginning the Tribe’s goal has always
EHHQWREHVHOIVXI¿FLHQW:HFDQ¶WMXVWVLWEDFNDQGZDLWIRU
that to happen – it takes a lot of hard work, in and out of the
RI¿FH0\MRELVWRFOHDUO\FRPPXQLFDWHWKLVJRDOQRWMXVW
today, but way beyond that, across the long term where the
results will speak for themselves. This is not just me, but the
belief of all of us on the Board.
,¶PH[FLWHGDERXWWKHPDNHXSRIRXU%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV
:HDUHSUREDEO\WKHPRVWHGXFDWHGDQGSURYHQH[SHULHQFHG
Board the Tribe has ever had. We have had opportunities
that those before us did not have and we took advantage. I
DPFRQ¿GHQWLQWKLV%RDUG:HNQRZZKDWQHHGVWREHGRQH
each and every one of us on the Board is willing to put forth
the effort.
So, when I say that this is a new day, I am not being
GLVUHVSHFWIXO RU FULWLFL]LQJ ± LQ IDFW , WKDQN DOO RI WKRVH
who came before us for getting us to where we are right
QRZ:HKDYHEHQH¿WWHGIURPWKRVHLQRXUSDVWZKRJDYH
us opportunities that they never had and told us to “get an
education, work as hard as you can and then bring your
knowledge back to help the Tribe.”
That is what we are all about. The community will
watch us step forward, and they will enjoy the successes of
our hard work. The main function of the Board is to create
ERWWRPOLQHSUR¿WDQGWKDWLVZKDWZHDUHJRLQJWRGR:H
are not going to just rely on the information given to us by
H[SHUWV:H DUH JRLQJ WR UROO XS RXU VOHHYHV DQG JHW ULJKW
in there, become part of the process. Hands on, not sitting
back.
7KHUH ZLOO EH DQ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH IRU SUR¿W<RX FDQ VHW
up a business, put your policies and procedures in place,
establish your managers and directors – but without hard
ZRUN\RXUFKDQFHVRIIDLOXUHDUHH[FHOOHQW:HSODQWREH
in daily communication and meet regularly. We will all be
seen everywhere in the Tribe. Yes, we have reservation
Representatives, but you will see the guy from Hollywood
everywhere, Big Cypress, Brighton, the Trail, not just on
the reservation he was elected from. I want those guys with

me, as much
as possible, at
every corner
of the Tribe.
That’s because everything each one
of us Board
members does
will
impact
not just our
own reservation, but the
entire Tribe.
The community is already
seeing this as
a whole new
day. They see
it in the way
ZH FRQGXFW RXUVHOYHV DV HOHFWHG RI¿FLDOV DQG WKH ZD\ ZH
H[SUHVVRXUYLVLRQVWRRXUHQWHUSULVHPDQDJHUV,JXHVV\RX
could call it intimate involvement, because in the end, we on
the Board are responsible. If something happens, we can’t
just shift blame to one of our managers. We are in there
every day. Nothing will happen without all of us knowing
about it.
I am talking about a much more cohesive, proactive
Board. That is not to say we won’t have disagreements. I
H[SHFWKHDWHGGLVFXVVLRQV:HDOOZRQ¶WDJUHHRQHYHU\WKLQJ
but we will sit there and hash things out, with all the passion
we all have for our job. And we will walk out of the room
WRJHWKHU,W¶VOLNHDPDUULDJH(DFKWLPH\RXKDYHD¿JKW\RX
don’t call in the divorce lawyer, do you? There is nothing
wrong with healthy disagreement!
7KHUHDUHVRPDQ\H[FLWLQJWKLQJVJRLQJRQ-XVWWRGD\
RQP\GHVNLVDQLGHDDERXWH[SDQGLQJRXUFLJDUHWWHEXVLQHVV
SHUKDSVPDQXIDFWXUHRXURZQWD[IUHHFLJDUHWWHVOLNHRWKHU
Tribes are doing. We want to let the U.S. government
know, “Hey, if Homestead Air Force base closes and the
land reverts back to Indian Tribes, the Seminole Tribe is
interested in that land.” Every day, these ideas emerge –
QHZDQGH[FLWLQJSRVVLELOLWLHVIRUWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
As I said, we are not going to sit back and let anyone,
not even other Tribes, beat us in our own backyard. We want
to make it known that we aren’t just sitting around waiting
for something to happen. We are proactive. We’ll make
it happen. Our noses are to the grindstone. Our eyes are
ORRNLQJHYHU\ZKHUH:HZLOOUHFRJQL]HDQGWDNHDGYDQWDJH
RIRXURSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUWKHJUHDWHUEHQH¿WRIDOORXUSHRSOH
7RQ\6DQFKH]-U
President
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc.

-FUUFSPG4VQQPSUUP4NBMMXPPE4UPSF.BOBHFS-ZOO
.D.JMMJOGSPN#BSCBSB&.BUUJDL
Dear Ms. McMillin:
:H UHFRJQL]H WKDW WKH 7HG 6PDOOZRRG 6WRUH ,QF DV
 F QRWIRUSUR¿WRUJDQL]DWLRQUHSUHVHQWVWKHSODFHZKHUH
Florida’s pioneer culture and the Seminole Tribal culture of
the Everglades came together at the beginning of the 20th
century. This nearly 100-year-old building was constructed
on an ancient archeological site in 1917 and raised on pilings
in order to make it better withstand hurricanes in 1925. The
store was an early trading post, providing the material goods
UHTXLUHGIRUVHWWOHPHQWDQGVHUYHGDVWKHSRVWRI¿FHIRUWKH
remote area.
%HFDXVH RI LWV YLWDO VLJQL¿FDQFH WR WKH VHWWOHPHQW RI
Southwest Florida, Ted Smallwood’s Store was honored by
placement on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974
and has been the recipient of historic preservation and museum
grants from the Florida Division of Historical Resources,
Museum of Florida History and the Florida Division of
Cultural Affairs.

-FUUFSUP$IBJSNBO+BNFT&#JMMJFGSPN
4FDSFUBSZPG4UBUF,VSU4#SPXOJOH
Dear Chairman Billie:
On behalf of the Florida Department
of State, I want to congratulate you on the
occasion of your inauguration as Chairman of
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and leader of the
Tribal Council. We certainly want to offer our
best wishes to you for a long and successful
tenure.
The Department of State particularly notes
your strong support of Florida’s cultural heritage
throughout your entire career as Chairman of the
Seminole Tribe. We appreciate your continued
awareness of the value of the cultural arts in
)ORULGD H[KLELWHG E\ \RXU FRPPLWPHQW DV D
performing artist, your vision for the founding
of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, your longtime
dedication to the Florida Folk Festival and
assistance to the Museum of Florida History, and
your endorsement of numerous other education
programs for the Seminole Tribe and the people
of Florida in past years.
$V)ORULGD¶V&KLHI&XOWXUDO2I¿FHU,KDYH
been asked by Gov. Rick Scott to coordinate
Viva Florida 500, the 500-year anniversary

of “La Florida” coming in 2013. This will be
a wide-reaching celebration of who we are
as a state. We are already in touch with the
Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs.
I look forward to you joining with us for this
important series of events and festivals in
order to commemorate not only the arrival of
6SDQLVK(QJOLVKDQG)UHQFKH[SORUHUVWRWKHVH
shores beginning in 1513, but most especially,
to remember the pre-European history of our
state. This journey – from colony, to territory,
and to state of the union – is a blending of all the
cultures that have made us what we are today.
The Viva Florida 500 initiative will honor
the important role of Florida’s native people
in our history. When your schedule permits,
SOHDVH FRQWDFW P\ RI¿FH VR WKDW ZH FDQ EHJLQ
discussions as we move forward in the planning
process.
Sincerely,
Kurt S. Browning
Florida Secretary of State

Today, the Smallwood Store still serves as a time capsule
of Chokoloskee/Everglades City life. It represents Southwest
)ORULGD¶VHDUOLHVW¿VKLQJDQGIDUPLQJLQGXVWU\DQGLVDSODFH
ZKHUHWRXULVWVDQGUHVLGHQWVJRWRH[SHULHQFHWKHXQLTXHKLVWRU\
of the Ten Thousand Islands area. Any interruption in heritage
visitation adversely impacts this important historic landmark,
diminishes the site’s value as a cultural tourism destination
and denies a direct validation of the life and times of some of
WKHUHJLRQ¶VHDUOLHVWVHWWOHUV3OHDVHNHHSRXURI¿FHXSGDWHGRQ
VLJQL¿FDQWGHYHORSPHQWVFRQFHUQLQJWKHRQJRLQJQHJRWLDWLRQV
related to access to this important historic cultural property.
Sincerely,
Barbara E. Mattick, Ph.D.
Interim Chief, Bureau of Historic Preservation
'HSXW\6WDWH+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ2I¿FHU
Florida Department of State

-FUUFSUPUIF+VEHF 4IFSJGGBOE$PVOUZ$PNNJTTJPOFST
PG$PMMJFS$PVOUZGSPN1FUFS.BUUIJFTTFO
To The Judge,
Sheriff and County
Commissioners of Collier County, Florida:
It is with a deep
sense of distress and
great
astonishment
that I have learned
the fate of the historic
Smallwood Store and
Trading Post. Even
here in far Southern
Florida, in a part of
the world legendary
for frontier justice, an
RXWVLGHUFDQFRPHWRWRZQWHDUDSDUWDTXLHW¿VKLQJYLOODJH
ZLWKIHQFHVDQGEXOOGR]HUVULSXSDURDGZD\WKDWKDVVHUYHG
the community for more than 70 years, and block access
to a Florida historic monument to the dignity and survival
of Seminole Indians, American pioneer settlers and Gulf
¿VKHUPHQZLWKWKHSURWHFWLRQRIWKHORFDOVKHULII
How is it possible that a public roadway maintained by
WD[SD\HUV GROODUV IRU PRUH WKDQ KDOI D FHQWXU\ FDQ EH VKXW
down, unannounced, in an early morning ambush the likes of
which have not been seen in these parts since outlaw Edgar
:DWVRQZDVNLOOHGE\ORFDOFLWL]HQVULJKWEHKLQGWKH6WRUHLQ

1910? All one can do is hope and pray that common sense
ZLOO SUHYDLO DQG WKDW WKLV RXWUDJHRXV DWWDFN RQ WKH FLWL]HQV
DQGJRYHUQPHQWKHUHLQ&ROOLHU&RXQW\ZLOOEHUHFWL¿HGE\D
court order to reconstruct Mamie Street, restore access to the
Smallwood Store and return peace and order to Chokoloskee
and the beautiful Ten Thousand Islands.
+DYHZH¿QDOO\UXQRXWRISODFHVWRGHVSRLOHOVHZKHUHLQ
Florida in the name of progress? Must we now suffer swarms
of developers, like mosquitoes in a hot windless summer
day, here in the paradise of the last frontier? On whose watch
does this insanity occur? Who will be the judge and sheriff
DQGWKHFRXQW\FRPPLVVLRQHUVZKRVHQDPHVZLOOEHEURQ]HG
on the annals of infamy, forever despised as the foolish ones
who opened the door?
Peter Matthiessen 8/16/2011
Sagaponak, NY

Send your letters to the editor to
The Seminole Tribune at:
3560 N. State Road 7
Hollywood, FL 33021
or
brettdaly@semtribe.com

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 

'PSFWFS$IBOHFE-B'MPSJEBo
"/FX1FSNBOFOU&YIJCJUBUUIF.VTFVNPG
'MPSJEB)JTUPSZJO5BMMBIBTTFF

In 2013, Florida will commemorate
WKH ¿UVW (XURSHDQ VHWWOHPHQW DQG WK
anniversary of the landing of Juan Ponce de
León on Florida shores in 1513. This event
marked the beginning of the European and
the African presence in Florida and in the
United States — to a continent then settled
E\ PDQ\ ZHOORUJDQL]HG DQG FXOWXUDOO\
adaptive Native tribes. The Museum of
Florida History will open a major permanent
H[KLELWLQWKHVSULQJRIDVSDUWRIWKH
VWDWHZLGHHIIRUWWRUHFRJQL]H)ORULGD¶VLQLWLDO
+LVSDQLF KHULWDJH DQG WKH PRPHQW RI ¿UVW
contact with the state’s Native populations.
“The Museum of Florida History, the
state history museum, is the appropriate
venue for this interactive and engaging
H[KLELW WKDW ZLOO KLJKOLJKW WKH  \HDUV
that Florida was a colony of Spain and
Great Britain,” said Secretary of State
.XUW%URZQLQJ³7KHH[KLELWZLOOHGXFDWH
inspire and challenge visitors to think about
an often overlooked or misunderstood
period of Florida history.”
The story will begin with the Native
Americans who were here in 1513. Several
hundred thousand, to perhaps more than 1
million Native people, lived in towns and
villages along the coast at that time. The
SRUWLRQRIWKHH[KLELWFDOOHG³/DQGRI0DQ\
Cultures” will highlight the diverse cultures
of those indigenous Native groups including
the Timucua, Apalachee and Calusa Indians.
Visitors will learn that, although these
Native peoples shared important cultural
traits, there were many differences among
them as well.
Although Christopher Columbus came
to the Western Hemisphere in search of a
route to the Indies in 1492, Ponce de León
ZDV WKH ¿UVW UHFRUGHG LQ  LQ D OLQH RI
Spanish conquistadors who sought gold

and riches in Florida. In the portion of
WKH H[KLELW FDOOHG ³6SDQLVK ([SORUDWLRQ´
visitors will walk on a dock and be part of
a scene reminiscent of the loading of a ship
traveling to La Florida. The pier will lead
to a reproduced portion of a Spanish ship,
where visitors can learn about the age of
H[SORUDWLRQ
7KH H[KLELW IHDWXUHV D WKLUG VHFWLRQ
called “Meeting of the Cultures.” MuseumJRHUVZLOOYLHZOLIHVL]H¿JXUHVUHSUHVHQWLQJ
these people of many diverse cultures who
interacted in 16th century Florida. Maps
show locations of settlements in La Florida
DQGWUDFHURXWHVRIWKHH[SORUHUV$UWLIDFWVLQ
WKHH[KLELWZLOOOHQGHYLGHQFHRI(XURSHDQ
presence in Florida.
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WH[W SDQHOV GUDZLQJV
recreated settings and three-dimensional
REMHFWVDQGDUWLIDFWVWKHH[KLELWZLOOIHDWXUH
many interactive and hands-on activities.
These components will assist visitors of
all ages to better understand the colonial
history of Florida.
7KH 0XVHXP ZLOO H[WHQG WKH H[KLELW
in future phases, eventually bringing the
story up to 1821. Subjects to be included
during the continuation of the project will
be settlements, missions, forts, the British
period and second Spanish period.
The Museum in the Division of Cultural
Affairs is located in the R. A. Gray Building
at 500 South Bronough St. in Tallahassee,
Florida. Hours are Monday through Friday,
9: a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; Sunday and holidays, noon to
4:30 p.m. Free parking is available in the
adjacent garage on South Bronough Street.
Admission is free. For more information,
call 850-245-6400 or visit the website at
ZZZPXVHXPRIÀRULGDKLVWRU\FRP

Overhead drawing of the Forever Changed Gallery designed by Synergy Design Group: Phase One as
it will look in spring of 2012. Visitors will experience a Timucuan dwelling, a Spanish ship and an
array of original American Indian and European artifacts in this immersive exhibit.

Women’s Seminole patchwork skirt (2011.18.5), maker unidentiﬁed

If you have additional information on this photograph including participants
and the occasion for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at
877-902-1113 to share your knowledge.

5FYUJMF%POBUJPO*ODSFBTFT.VTFVNT
&UIFM$VUMFS'SFFNBO)PMEJOHT
BY JAMES POWELL
Associate Registrar

Recently, Nancy Niles Faesy and
KHU GDXJKWHU 0DUJDUHW )DHV\ 0DF.HQ]LH
GRQDWHG  6HPLQROH SDWFKZRUN WH[WLOH
items to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. The
items include women’s and girls’ skirts,
a women’s matching skirt and sleeveless
blouse, and men’s and boys’ jackets. These
beautiful items are welcome additions to the
0XVHXP¶VWH[WLOHFROOHFWLRQDQGWKH\FDUU\
the added value of having once belonged
to Ethel Culter Freeman. Granddaughter
Nancy Niles Faesy and great granddaughter
0DUJDUHW )DHV\ 0DFNHQ]LH WROG WKH
Museum that Seminole Tribal members
PDGHWKHVHWH[WLOHVDQGWKHQJDYHWKHPWR

Ethel Cutler Freeman, who in turn gave
many to members of her family. Nancy
Niles Faesy wrote in her donation letter that
she felt her grandmother would be pleased
WKDWWKHVHWH[WLOHJLIWVKDYHEHHQUHWXUQHGWR
the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
This month the Museum again seeks
your assistance. We are searching for
information about who made these items
and who gave them to Mrs. Freeman.
This invaluable information will allow us
to link these items directly to Seminole
Tribal members and properly place the
WH[WLOHV LQ WKH7ULEH¶V KLVWRU\:H DUH DOVR
VHDUFKLQJIRUPRUHVSHFL¿FLQIRUPDWLRQRQ
the skirt pictured above. Can you assist us
in describing this item? Any information
on skirt style, patchwork designs and

date would be helpful. Please contact the
Museum at 877-902-1113 to share your
NQRZOHGJH RQ WKLV VNLUW WKH WH[WLOH LWHPV
made and given to Mrs. Freeman or any
recollections or stories related to her.
We would like to thank the family of
Ethel Cutler Freeman for this and all of
their past donations to the Museum; each
item forms a clearer picture of Freeman,
her relation to the Seminole Tribe and
the culture and history of the Seminole
Tribe of Florida. We also want to thank,
in advance, the Tribune readers for their
great information and response. To view
WKHVH WH[WLOHV DGGLWLRQDO LWHPV UHODWHG WR
Freeman or any museum materials, please
call the Museum at 877-902-1113 to make
an appointment. Thank you!

I

n 1939, Ethel Cutler Freeman decided
to undertake a great adventure.
Already a wife to a successful New
York stockbroker and mother to three
children, Freeman had become bored with the
east coast social life available to her. A close
friend encouraged her to take classes at nearby
Columbia University, and Freeman quickly
found herself under the tutelage of eminent
anthropologist Ruth Benedict. An interest
Ethel Cutler Freeman, January 1946
in Native American Tribes soon developed,
and while conducting research for the American Museum of Natural
History, Freeman discovered the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Freeman
decided to take a trip down to the Big Cypress Reservation to study
and document the Seminoles’ life in the Everglades. So began a 30year relationship between Freeman and members of the Seminole
Tribe in Florida.

Photo courtesy of Wanda Richey

Florida Museum of History artist Bob Deaton paints the background mural for the Land of Many
Cultures diorama. The diorama will depict a village near the Lake Jackson mounds as it may have
appeared more than 500 years ago.

)VNBOT&BSUIT.PTU*OWBTJWF4QFDJFT
t Ruth Hopkins
, JURZ ZLOGÀRZHUV 3DUW RI WKH SULFH RQH SD\V
IRUHQMR\LQJWKHEHDXW\RIDQRUJDQLFÀRZHUJDUGHQLV
spending a considerable amount of time pulling weeds.
A weed is any plant that humans consider
unattractive, undesirable, or bothersome, that persists
in a place where it is not wanted. Invasive weeds all
possess the ability to spread rapidly, and are associated
with decreasing property values as well as reducing the
production of livestock or crops. Most invasive weeds
are not indigenous to the locale in which they’ve been
designated as such.
:KLOH ZHHGV PD\ EH FODVVL¿HG DV LQYDVLYH QR
plant—even ones that are poisonous—are bad, per se.
What makes them invasive is the fact that they have
been harmful or troublesome to humans or livestock, or
are highly competitive with plant species that humans
prefer.
Despite the negative connotations associated with
invasive weeds, many of the same plants have medicine
uses. St. John’s wort, (Hypericum perforatum) is
FODVVL¿HG DV DQ LQYDVLYH ZHHG LQ P\ KRPH VWDWH RI
South Dakota; however, tea made from St. John’s wort
has been used by American Indians for centuries as a
pain reliever and in the treatment of tuberculosis.
Today, St. John’s wort is used as a herbal
UHPHG\ WR WUHDW GHSUHVVLRQ +\SHULFLQ D FRPSOH[
molecule found in St. John’s wort, is strongly antiviral

and is currently being investigated for its ability to
LQKLELW+,9 KXPDQLPPXQRGH¿FLHQF\YLUXV DQG+39
(human papillomavirus).
Not all invasive species belong to the plant
kingdom. Invasive animal species are not indigenous
to the habitat where they have become a problem.
They upset the natural balance of their new home
because natural population controls like predators
are no longer present. As a result, invasive animal
species disrupt their new environment by essentially
taking over, often to the detriment of species native
to the area.
Most invasive species have been introduced
E\ KXPDQV +LVWRU\ LV UHSOHWH ZLWK H[DPSOHV RI KRZ
humans have brought non-indigenous species to new
KDELWDWV RIWHQ GXULQJ WKH SURFHVV RI FRORQL]DWLRQ
The majority of animal species introduced by humans
eventually become invasive. Ship rats (Rattus rattus)
RULJLQDWHGLQ,QGLDEXWEHFDXVHRIKXPDQH[SORUDWLRQ
DQG FRORQL]DWLRQ YLD VKLSV LQIHVWHG ZLWK UDWV RYHU WKH
past several centuries, the species has spread to nearly
everywhere on Earth.
7KHUDWLVQRZFODVVL¿HGDVDQLQYDVLYHVSHFLHVWKDW
KDV FDXVHG WKH H[WLQFWLRQ RI PXOWLSOH ZLOGOLIH VSHFLHV
abroad and contributed to the decline of others. In
1854, a mere 24 European wild rabbits (Oryctolagus
cuniculus) were released in Australia for the purpose
of recreational hunting. Rabbits soon infested much of
$XVWUDOLDDQGDUHQRZKHOGUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHH[WLQFWLRQ
of a number of species on that continent. They continue

to cause millions of dollars of damage a year. In North
America, the German cockroach (Blattella germanica)
is an invasive species originally from Asia that now
infests countless human dwellings.
Even though plant or animal species may be
FODVVL¿HG DV LQYDVLYH WKH\ FRXOG EH YLHZHG DV
evolutionary successes. They’ve adapted to their
environment, and successfully reproduced offspring
on a grand scale. What makes them invasive is that
we as humans deem them so, and most of the time the
species in question became invasive because they were
introduced to foreign habitat by humans.
Evolutionarily speaking, human beings (homo
sapiens) have been successful too, but not in any
URPDQWLFL]HGYHUVLRQZHPLJKWOLNHWRLPDJLQH0XFK
like the invasive species we distain, we’ve thrived at
WKHH[SHQVHRIRWKHUVSHFLHVDQGEHFRPHDGDSWHGWRWKH
progressive destruction of our collective environment.
We’ve managed to eliminate or weaken most of the
natural population controls that kept the human species
in check. Thanks to humans, the majority of predators
that once preyed upon humans, like tigers and wolves,
DUHHLWKHUHQGDQJHUHGRUH[WLQFW
Because of modern humans’ irresponsible
management of resources and inability to live in
balance with Earth’s natural systems, we could have
more in common with invasive weeds, rats, and
cockroaches than the majestic endangered animals
we admire. We have allowed ourselves to become
scavengers and opportunists who strip Earth of

its resources at a rate that cannot be replenished,
and take from every other species on Earth to our
advantage. One can only conclude that there’s been
a major oversight on the list of invasive species
plaguing natural habitats abroad: humans are the
most invasive species on Earth.
7KDW VDLG LI KXPDQV ZHUH WR EH FODVVL¿HG DV
invasive, it does not mean that we as a species are all
together bad. Like St. Johns wort, we too have medicine.
We have the ability to change our behavior and help
KHDORXUSODQHW8QOLNHWKHEHDVWVRIWKH¿HOGZHFDQ
make a conscious choice to start living in balance with
Earth. We can choose to respect the laws of nature and
life in all its forms.
As indigenous people, natives should reject the
slash-and-burn “Drill, Baby, Drill” mentality of many
modern humans in western society and instead take a
leadership role in showing the entire human race how
to live in balance with the earth, our mother. Let us
heed the advice of Tatanka Iyotanka, Hunkpapa Lakota
Chief Sitting Bull, who said, “It is not necessary for
eagles to be crows.”
Ruth Hopkins (Sisseton-Wahpeton/Mdewakanton/
Hunkpapa) is a writer, a pro-bono tribal attorney,
a science professor, and a columnist for the Indian
Country Today Media Network. She can be reached
at cankudutawin@hotmail.com. Published by Indian
Country Today Media Network.

"t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 




&DOOLQJ
7ULEDO0HPEHUV
WRZRUNLQWKH+:
+XPDQ5HVRXUFHV'HSW
Have you ever wondered what we do in
Human Resources? Come on in, become a part of
¶\RXU·WHDPDQGILQGRXWIRU\RXUVHOI !
This is an exciting work experience opportunity for you to be employed as a
Human Resource Assistant and learn the inner workings of the
7ULEH·V+XPDQ5HVRXUFHV'HSDUWPHQW
.

1HHGWKHH[SHULHQFH"WE WILL TRAIN YOU!
1HHGWRXSJUDGH\RXUFRPSXWHUVNLOOV"WE WILL TRAIN YOU!

Get paid to learn our
casino business and
start a great career in
gaming and hospitality.

,I\RXDUHZLOOLQJ«ZHDUHDEOH!
Apply today!
Apply in person at any of the
Education Department or Human
Resources Offices.
Applications may also be faxed to
Human Resources at
954-967-3477.
If you have any questions, you
may contact the HR Department
at 954-967-3403.

To apply now or learn
more about the Tribal Career
Development Program,
call Betty Goosens at 954.797.5459.

#t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 

5SJCBM5FFO/FZPN0TDFPMB8JOT/BUJPOBM&TTBZ$POUFTU
BY CHRIS C. JENKINS
Staff Reporter

Photo courtesy of Lindsey Gaszczynski

Neyom Osceola, center, with mother, Pearl Bert, left, and stepfather,
Jody Bert, right, in Washington, D.C.

MIRAMAR — Tribal teen Neyom Osceola’s knack for
writing has been nurtured for years.
Since the age of four, she has written notes on the world
around her. Those talents were rewarded in a big way last month
DVVKHEHFDPHWKH¿UVWSODFHZLQQHURIWKH<RXQJ1DWLYH
Writers Essay Contest.
$VRQHRIHLJKW¿QDOLVWVWKH\HDUROG$PHULFDQ+HULWDJH
VRSKRPRUHDOVREHFDPHWKH¿UVW6HPLQROH7ULEDOZLQQHURIWKH
contest.
Her three-page paper on adolescent substance abuse allowed
her to express her thoughts on the impact, pain and devastation of
the epidemic in and around her community.
According to the rules and guidelines, the essayists were
asked to describe a crucial issue confronting their Tribal
community and explain how they hoped to help their Tribal
community respond to the challenge and improve its future.
“I felt really close to this topic because I have lost a lot of
friends and close relatives to this problem,” Osceola said. “It was
a paper expressing my feelings on the topic but was not meant to
WHOOSHRSOHZKDWWRGRDWWKHVDPHWLPH,IHOWFRQ¿GHQWZKHQ,
submitted it (the essay). I kind of knew I would win but not in an
arrogant way. I thought it would go far.”
She and the other winners also received an all-expensepaid trip to Washington, D.C. to visit the National Museum of
the American Indian and other sites. They were accompanied
by supporters who inspired their entries into the contest and
received a special award and a $2,500 scholarship to the college
or university of their choice after their high school graduation.
$OWKRXJKFRQ¿GHQWLQ2VFHROD¶VZULWLQJDELOLW\0RWKHU3HDUO
%HUWVDLGVKHIHOWVXUSULVHGKHUGDXJKWHUFODLPHGWKH¿UVWSODFH
honor because she was the youngest writer among the winners.
Please see NEYOM on page 2B

#JH$ZQSFTTBOE*NNPLBMFF-JCSBSJFT5BLF5SJCBM
:PVOHTUFSTUP.PSJLBNJ.VTFVNGPS$VMUVSBM-FTTPO
/BQMFT$PNNVOJUZT5SJCBMZPVUIMFBSOBCPVU+BQBOFTFDVMUVSFBTXFMM
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

“Ours is different from theirs,” Tapia said. “We have the
%DSWLVW &KULVWLDQ DQG &DWKROLF UHOLJLRQV DQG WKH\ SUDFWLFH
6KLQWR%XGGKLVPDQG&KULVWLDQLW\%XWHLWKHUZD\ZH¶UHMXVWRQH
big family.”
The Morikami Museum’s cultural experience extended to
its gallery, where the Tribal youth took a tour of a collection of
artworks primarily assembled by a host of Soaring Voices female
contemporary Japanese ceramic artists. Visitors cannot take photos
at the gallery because of the potential for material distortion by
ÀDVKLQJOLJKWVDFFRUGLQJWR0RULNDPL0XVHXPRI¿FLDOV
An origami craft session, which focused on the creation of
specially made rabbits, was another favorite as far as Japanese
activities were concerned. The exercise, held at the Morikami
Museum’s library, taught the Tribal youth the art of folding sheets
of paper into a unique creation.
According to Morikami Museum summer intern Nicolle
Garber, the origami craft session highlighted the rabbits because
of the fact the Japanese celebrate years through the use of Chinese
Zodiac signs. There are 12 such animal signs, and for this year, it
happened to be the rabbit in the Japanese culture.

DELRAY BEACH — Two cultures and three groups took
center stage at a unique public facility on July 15.
)RU WKH ¿UVW WLPH WKH %LJ &\SUHVV ,PPRNDOHH DQG 1DSOHV
Tribal youth took a trip to the Morikami Museum and Japanese
Gardens in what was an eye-opening experience for all involved.
$SOHWKRUDRIDFWLYLWLHVDWWKH'HOUD\%HDFKEDVHGPXVHXP
captivated Tribal youngsters, including a special video
presentation that all three Tribal youth groups took part in,
entitled “Two Little Girls in Japan.”
7KH VKRUW ¿OP WDXJKW 7ULEDO NLGV IURP %LJ &\SUHVV
Immokalee and Naples about the variety of intricacies in Japanese
culture, which included Japanese children riding unicycles and
the high cost of buying groceries in Japan.
Tribal youth were wowed by the fact that “The Little
Travelers” stars and sisters Chantelle and Nakia, both 4 years
old, spent three months in Japan to learn about its culture, food
and customs. Immokalee Tribal citizen Jada Holdiness was
visibly shocked when she and her fellow Tribal peers saw that the
Please see MORIKAMI on page 2B
Japanese have to squat to use the bathroom.
“I’d rather use a sit-down toilet,”
Holdiness said, eliciting a burst of laughs in
WKH0RULNDPL0XVHXP¶V¿OPURRP
Holdiness noted a stark contrast between
the Seminole and Japanese cultures, notably
a couple of standout recreational features at
school yards.
“Their schools are different because we
don’t have trampolines on our playgrounds,”
Holdiness said. “We don’t get to ride on
unicycles, but they do.”
+RZHYHU WKH ¿OP DOVR VKRZHG WKDW WKH
Japanese way of life included the lack of
ovens in homes – something the Seminoles
tend to value as a modern home staple in their
kitchens.
In addition, because of the high population
density of Japan, many rooms in the homes
are small and serve as multipurpose functions.
Also, the Japanese don’t use dryers – they
hang their washed attire on a clothesline.
Immokalee Tribal youngster Jade Tapia,
14, said the trip showed the Tribal youth
the importance of embracing the noticeable
differences between the Seminole and
Naji Tobias
Japanese cultures – namely the religious Big Cypress Tribal citizen Willie Smith, 7, takes a look at a collection of Japanese works of art
aspect of it.
at the Morikami Museum’s gift shop on July 15.

Judy Weeks

Colleen Clark of the Shy Wolf Sanctuary allows the kids from the Juanita Osceola Center an
opportunity to pet Ernie the prairie dog at the Shy Wolf Sanctuary on Aug. 10.

/BQMFT:PVUI7JTJU4IZ8PMG4BODUVBSZ
BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

NAPLES — The adventure of a lifetime awaited the children of the Juanita Osceola
&HQWHUZKHQWKH\HQWHUHGWKH6K\:ROI6DQFWXDU\RQ$XJ7KHVDQFWXDU\LVDQRQSUR¿W
education and experience organization located on private property in the Golden Gate
Estates region of Collier County.
Since 2001, volunteer efforts and donor support have maintained the Shy Wolf
facilities. Initially founded by Nancy Smith, it has become the safe home of a select
group of wild animals that mankind has attempted to domesticate with lack of regard to
their natural habitat and needs.
The resident animals include not only wolves and wolf-dogs but also big cats, foxes,
tortoises, prairie dogs and an occasional exotic bird. Curiosity turned to excitement and
compassion as the children moved from one natural enclosure to another, interacting with
wild animals and learning valuable lessons about ecology and responsibility.
Twelve full-blooded wolves and 21 hybrid wolf-dogs currently enjoy a safe home
where their needs are recognized and met. The Shy Wolf Sanctuary participates in rescue
efforts throughout the country, and the majority of its animals have come from urgent
situations. Some have been rescued from roadside zoos or abusive owners, have been
QHJOHFWHGRUKDYHHVFDSHGIURPLPSURSHUFRQ¿QHVRUDEDQGRQPHQW
Rare opportunities to view animals from a different prospective abounded. The
children talked with a Florida panther, watched a prairie dog pop out of his tunnel in the
ground for a belly rub and then touched a wolf and combed his fur. Clutching a ball of
hair after grooming a wolf, Dominic Osceola-Lugo said, "I am going to take this home to
my mom. She won't believe all the things that I have done today."
$OH[XV:DOGHQZDVVXUSULVHGWROHDUQWKDWIR[HVHDWIUXLWVYHJHWDEOHVPHDW¿VKDQGHJJV
MXVWOLNHSHRSOHDQGFDQUXQXSWRPLOHVSHUKRXU7LPLGDW¿UVW$VSHQ%LOOLHRYHUFDPHKHU
fear and giggled as she tickled the belly of a prairie dog and heard him whistle.
Wolf packs are like families and the children watched in amazement as a large male
disciplined one of his pack that ventured close to the fence to gaze at the youngsters.
All of the animals within the facility have been born in captivity and lack the skills
for survival in the wild. The educators stressed the fact that wild animals make extremely
poor pets, are a great deal of responsibility, can become a menace if abandoned, and can
cause ecological damage. Good examples are the pythons that threaten the Everglades
environment or the coyotes that ravage residential areas in Lee County.

Judy Weeks

The children pet and comb Akeba, a full-blooded wolf rescued from an abusive home who now
ﬂourishes at the Shy Wolf Sanctuary.

#JH$ZQSFTT#SJHIUPO*NNPLBMFF-JCSBSJFT5BLF&OEPG4VNNFS5SJQUP-JPO$PVOUSZ4BGBSJ
BY NAJI TOBIAS
Staff Reporter

LOXAHATCHEE — A few groups of Tribal youngsters from
%LJ&\SUHVV%ULJKWRQDQG,PPRNDOHHWRRND¿HOGWULSWRWKH/LRQ
Country Safari on Aug. 4.
+RVWHGE\WKH%LJ&\SUHVV%ULJKWRQDQG,PPRNDOHHOLEUDULHVWKH
Tribal youth embarked on an experience they won’t soon forget.
The end-of-summer trip started off with a 4-mile drive through
the Lion Country Safari’s jungle, as the youngsters got to see a
plethora of animals from their buses.
While the guests were strictly prohibited from opening their
vehicle doors and windows for safety purposes, they did get some
prime opportunities to view a host of antelopes, ostriches, hyenas,
HOHSKDQWV FDPHOV UKLQRV UDPV ÀDPLQJRV DQG OLRQV DPRQJ WKH
many animals on the tour.
%ULJKWRQ/LEUDU\$VVLVWDQW$O\VVD:LOOLHZKRVDLGVKHZDQWHG
her Tribal youth participants to have a hands-on experience, talked
about the journey around the Lion Country Safari’s habitat.
“We’ve been learning about different cultures and went to
different parts of the world this summer,” Willie said. “With our
group, we’ve been studying a lot about Africa. We had done a mock
safari experiment before the trip, so we wanted to come to Lion
Country Safari and learn about all the different animals from the
continent. We didn’t want them to be inside all the time and just
Naji Tobias learn from a book.”
Brighton’s Nena Youngblood, 5, shows Brighton Library assistant Alyssa Willie some of the animals
Immokalee Tribal citizen Jade Tapia, one of 28 youngsters
of the Lion Country Safari’s brochure during the tour on Aug. 4.
from the reservation who went to Lion Country Safari, shared her

observations of the jungle sightseeing segment.
“It’s nice to see different animals from different countries,”
Tapia said. “I didn’t know that the zebra would be small. I was
surprised to see how big the rhinos and how tall the giraffes were.
All that caught my attention.”
Immokalee’s Le’Andra Mora, 16, said she liked the audio
explanations the participants received of each animal and habitat
while on the sightseeing tour.
“It was nice to see how the animals behave on a daily basis,”
Mora said. “It’s good for the kids to look at because they get to
learn about the animals and environment for themselves.”
7KH WRXU ± WKH %ULJKWRQ JURXS ZDV RQ RQH EXV DQG WKH %LJ
Cypress/Immokalee groups were on another – included a lunch
break and some extensive time in the Lion Country Safari’s water
park afterward.
The water park experience proved to be the most exciting part
of the day-long trip among all the Tribal youth in attendance.
“We were looking forward to getting in the water,” Mora said.
“It was hot out there and we needed to get cooled off. It was really
fun for all of us.”
Immokalee’s Eliza Mora, 14, touched on the relationshipEXLOGLQJPRPHQWVDOOWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVYDOXHGRQWKLV¿HOGWULS
“It was nice to be with my family,” Mora said. “I haven’t seen
my cousins in a while. We got to kick back and talk about all the
old times we had. It was nice for us to have fun together at the water
park and on the Ferris wheel.”
Please see SAFARI on page 2B

#t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 

SAFARI

libraries’ “One World, Many Stories” initiative, a statewide
summer program that all libraries throughout Florida have
From page 1B
taken part in.
“This was a great way to explain to the children that the
Mora was among several Tribal youth participants to ride African animals won’t be seen on the reservations,” Oeffner
on the Ferris wheel, which turned out to be the last activity said. “We wanted them to know they need to come to a park
the entire group took part in before heading back home.
like this to see all these kinds of animals. It was a perfect
Immokalee head librarian Cris Marrero touched on what opportunity to see all the reservations come together for this
the Tribal youth gained from this experience.
Tribalwide trip.”
“It’s a really good time for the kids to share all their
experiences,” Marrero said. “The trip, with all the reservations
we had here at Lion Country Safari, allowed them to get to
know each other better. We try to make these trips Tribalwide,
so the kids could build a rapport with one another. It was great
to see them interact and mix with each other.”
Big Cypress/Immokalee Library program manager
Barbara Oeffner said the trip served as the culmination of the

MORIKAMI
From page 1B
The Zodiac runs on a 12-year cycle, which means that
the rabbit is highlighted in the Japanese culture every 12
years. Garber said that honoring the Zodiac signs could
mean “good luck” for the Japanese in any given year.
“It’s a great tactile experience for the children,” Garber
said. “It’s a physical way to embrace Japanese culture.
Rather than just listening, they can actually participate.
That’s a really good way for them to learn.”
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Big Cypress Tribal citizens Lacilyn Crespo, left, and Osianna
Crespo, center, are with Big Cypress Library site manager Barbara
Oeffner on the Lion Country Safari’s Ferris wheel.

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Kadin Tommie cools off
at the Lion Country Safari’s water park on Aug. 4.

Five Immokalee youngsters escape the heat. Front from
left: Kyle Alvarado and Alphonso Alvarado Jr. Back from
left: Troy Cantu, Ray Yzaguirre and Aaron Alvarado.

Tribal youth had the opportunity to see the tea room
and tea garden, in addition to the Museum’s original site that
contained downsized Japanese room and exhibits. According
to Big Cypress Library Curator Gretchen DeBree, who
organized the overall trip, the visit there proved to be the
Tribal youngsters’ favorite stop at the Morikami Museum.
After some lunch under the Morikami Museum’s
pavilion – Japanese chopsticks were used as the primary
utensil – Tribal youngsters took an extensive tour of the
museum’s garden paths, which featured a Bonsai exhibit,
as well as a host of bridges, lanterns, ponds, pagodas and
waterfalls.

DeBree said she felt the overall feel of the Morikami
Museum trip coincided with the Big Cypress Library’s
summer theme, entitled “One World, Many Stories.”
Immokalee Tribal youngster Randean Osceola agreed
with DeBree about the trip’s concept, uttering just one word
about the whole experience.
“Awesome,” she said.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola
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The Naples Community learns about Japanese culture in a classroom at the Morikami
Museum, with Naples Tribal citizen Angelina Osceola-Lugo conducting the lesson.
Front row: Karie Osceola, Alexus Walden, Jessica Osceola. Second row: Naomi Walden,
Joseph Osceola-Lugo.

Immokalee’s Priscilla Alvarado, 9, draws a Kanji pictograph on a
Sumi-e board. The sign that Alvarado draws is that of a heaven
symbol in the Chinese and Japanese language.

GET 1/2 OFF GPS TRACKING SYSTEMS...THAT’S A $600 VALUE

BRING YOUR SEMINOLE ID & RECEIVE NO DEALER FEES & FREE DELIVERY
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Immokalee’s Lauren Posada, 13, shows off
her ﬁnished origami product. The origami
craft session was a favorite among the Tribal
youngsters.

NEYOM
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“She worked hard and has been
writing a long time,” Bert said. “She
has always been a big reader and
writer. She is an advanced writer for
her age. It was good to have her around
the environment of the older writers.”
Osceola said she appreciated
the strong support system from her
mother; stepfather, Jody; and others,
including Aunt Neyom Friday.
Osceola dreams big, as she
currently interns in the president’s
RI¿FH DQG SODQV WR DWWHQG DQ ,Y\
League college at Columbia or
Harvard University. She also plans to
someday return to serve the Tribe as
president.
The Young Native Writers Essay
Contest is an annual writing contest
for Native American high school
students designed to encourage young
1DWLYH$PHULFDQV WR H[DPLQH UHÀHFW
and discuss the issues impacting their
Tribal communities. The contest is
open to Native American high school
students enrolled in grades 9-12.
Students are asked to draw from
their own personal knowledge and
to research information from various
sources with each essay being no more
than 1,200 words in length.
For more information, call
866-452-2737 or log onto www.
nativewriters@hklaw.com.
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Big Cypress Preschool
site manager Shirley
Clay, right, interacts with
Tribal infant students
Ada Bruisedhead, left,
Mohayla Billie, center,
and Terrance Robbins,
right, during the ﬁrst
hour of the Big Cypress
Preschool’s 2011-2012
academic year on Aug. 8.
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Seminole artist Elgin Jumper teaches about depth of color and Traditional Arts Specialist Jessica Osceola answers questions and distributes
highlights at his art workshop at the Juanita Osceola Center supplies to young artists. From front: Angelina Osceola-Lugo, Dominic
Osceola-Lugo, Bryce Osceola and O. B. Osceola III.
on July 14.
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Big Cypress Preschool site manager
Shirley Clay, left, and
Tribalwide Preschool
Director Leona Tommie-Williams, second
from left, speaks with
the Big Cypress Preschool’s Tribal parents
about the curriculum
for the 2011-2012
school year at the Tribal school’s Open House
on Aug. 10.
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Big Cypress Council’s Noella Dyan O’Donnell brings
her beautiful Tribal newborn daughter Keltie to her
ﬁrst-ever day of school at the Big Cypress Preschool
on Aug. 8.

Big Cypress Preschool 1-year-old Lead Teacher
Vickie Jackson, left, looks on as Tribal youngster
Kalaney Hannahs, center, receives a kiss on the
check from her father, Steven Hannahs, right, as
she begins her ﬁrst day of school on Aug. 8.

BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

NAPLES — The Naples community was very enthusiastic
upon hearing that Seminole artist Elgin Jumper would be
returning to the Juanita Osceola Center to conduct another class
in his series on painting. When the workshop convened on July
14, every available space in the craft center was employed to
accommodate a capacity crowd.
The budding artists ranged in age from kindergarteners
to seniors. Taking their places in front of the blank white
canvases, they gave their undivided attention to their instructor.
Preschoolers were given the opportunity to exercise their
FUHDWLYLW\ZLWK¿QJHUSDLQWVDQG3OD\'RK
A quick review of the previous class refreshed the students'
memories and provided an introduction to newcomers. The
discussion included the use of the color wheel, palette, proper
application of brush styles and paint, which creates texture and
adds dimension to their individual artworks.
Displaying two pastoral scenes as examples, Jumper said,

"I have selected an acrylic landscape and water as the topic
RIRXUFXUUHQWSURMHFW$VZHSDLQWHDFKSLFWXUHLWZLOOUHÀHFW
our own impression of the scene and give personal meaning
through our application of the medium. I can't stress enough the
need for proper lighting in your studio to enhance the focus of
your eyes and give the proper perception to the depth of color."
The class blended hues of color for the sky, ground and
ZDWHUWRHVWDEOLVKEDVLFEDFNJURXQGVDQGJLYHGH¿QLWLRQWRWKH
land mass. From that point forward, each artist used individual
LPDJLQDWLRQWRFUHDWHWUHHVIROLDJHDQGUHÀHFWLRQVLQWKHZDWHU
Learning about the value of color and intensity, the painters
gave shadows and depth to their landscapes.
"There is a lot of talent in this room. I see improvement in
everyone's brush control and technique since our last session,"
Jumper said. "This class is showing initiative toward individual
expression with only basic similarities in your artwork. I have
to commend all of you on your dedication and concentration.
Known for their short attention span, I am amazed by the way
that our youngest artists are remaining focused, asking questions
and attempting to employ detail to their work."
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Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda and his daughter Corinne develop their own
personal impressions of a landscape with water reﬂections.

Nadia Osceola expresses her creativity through ﬁnger painting
at the workshop at the Juanita Osceola Center.

#SJHIUPO1SFTDIPPM8FMDPNFT1BSFOUT 4UVEFOUTUP0QFO)PVTF
Maxie and Kim
Tommie enjoy
refreshments
with daughter
Addison after
meeting with
her new teacher at the Brighton Preschool
Open
House
Aug. 5.
Rachel Buxton

In preparation
for
Brighton
Preschool’s ﬁrst
day on Aug. 8,
Joanie Johnson,
right, receives
information at
the
school’s
Open
House
where parents
and
students
met with teachers and visited
their new classrooms.
Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Photo above left: Cyndl Purvis provides a little background music during the Brighton Preschool
Open House where parents and students met with teachers to receive information on the
upcoming school year. Photo above center: Chase Micco tests out the kitchen in her new
classroom during the Brighton Preschool open house. Photo above right: With the theme “Under
the Sea,” teacher Tasha Sutherland works with Ben Purvis on an arts and crafts project. Photo
right: Waylon Yates, right, and teacher Jimi Lu Huff play with Legos.
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Big Cypress/Immokalee Fitness Specialist Tracy DeLaRosa, center, provides some much-welcomed Tribal youngsters and staff employees from the Big Cypress Fitness Dome’s Summer Camp,
help to the Fitness Dome Gymnastics Summer Camp Tribal participants during the Big Cypress along with the Big Cypress Library staff, wear their ﬁnished tiger masks at the July 20
Library’s storytelling session on July 20.
storytelling session for the ﬁctional book “How a Rabbit Got Wisdom.”

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Fitness Instructor Mijail Iglesias helps
out Valholly Frank, 8, with her tiger mask creation.

8JMMJF&'SBOL-JCSBSZ "MMJFE)FBMUI
%FQBSUNFOU)PTU)FBMUIZ4OBDL&BUJOH4FTTJPO

Top: Big Cypress Tribal youngster Aujua Williams, 7,
squeezes an orange in a juicer during the Big Cypress
Library/Allied Health Department-sponsored Healthy
Snack Eating session at the Willie E. Frank Library on
July 27.
Right: The Tribal youngsters dance to the Cha-ChaSlide in their efforts to shake off their healthy snacks
they digested as part of a quick exercise at the healthy
eating session.
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Allied Health’s Amy Kimberlain, center, pours out a smoothie drink in a cup for Aujua Williams, far left, as the rest
of the Tribal youngsters at the Library table get some as well.
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Most of the Seminole war leaders signiﬁed their
refusal to sign the removal treaty by not touching the
pen. Osceola stuck his knife in the treaty.
Turned out to be a pretty good signature for him.

w w w. a h t a h t h i k i . c o m
34725 West Boundary Road - Clewiston, FL 33440 - Ph 877-902-1113
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BY JUDY WEEKS
Freelance Writer

NAPLES — Naples community members gathered
at the Juanita Osceola Center on July 27 to acknowledge
the outstanding achievements of their youngsters during
the 2010-2011 school year. A luncheon preceded the
Education Incentive Awards presentation.
Special recognition went to GED Recipient Dakota
W. Osceola for earning her 2011 high school diploma.
The 17-year-old daughter of Tina Marie Osceola is
preparing to take her SAT in anticipation of enrollment
at Edison State College.
“In choosing a career path, I am leaving my options
open at this time,” Osceola said. “I have an interest in
D QXPEHU RI ¿HOGV EXW ZRXOG SUHIHU WR FRPSOHWH P\
¿UVW \HDU RI UXGLPHQWDU\ FRXUVHV EHIRUH VHWWOLQJ XSRQ
DVSHFL¿FPDMRU´

Seminole Education Director Emma Johns said,
“By earning your GED, you have proven that you
are capable of setting and achieving goals. Believe in
yourself and your accomplishments will be unlimited.”
The children of the Naples community attend both
public and private schools and receive their cultural
education at home or through the numerous programs
offered by the Traditional Arts program at the Juanita
Osceola Center.
1DSOHV /LDLVRQ %ULDQ =HSHGD MRLQHG -RKQV LQ
presenting the Incentive Awards. Jessica Michelle
Osceola received special recognition for attending
DGYDQFHG FODVVHV DQG HDUQLQJ DZDUGV DQG FHUWL¿FDWHV
GXULQJ KHU MXQLRU \HDU LQ KLJK VFKRRO 6KH ZLOO HQWHU
her senior year this fall with a 4.0 Grade Point Average.
Each of the students received a backpack and
school supplies in anticipation of the new school year
DORQJZLWKWKHLUFHUWL¿FDWHVDQGLQFHQWLYHDZDUGV

Judy Weeks

School children of the Naples community gather with members of the Seminole Education Department to receive their 20102011 Incentive Awards.
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Dakota Osceola is recognized for earning her GED by Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda, Seminole Education Director Emma Johns
and Higher Education Recruiter Luis Yeguez.

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda, center, helps Martin Slavik,
left, shoulder his new backpack as Education Director Emma
Johns presents his awards.

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda congratulates his children,
Ross, Serena and Corinne, on a successful school year.

5SBJM4UVEFOUT)POPSFEBU+VMZ*ODFOUJWF"XBSET

Elrod Bowers

Education Director Emma Johns, Elena Jim and Chairman James E. Billie.
Elrod Bowers

Elrod Bowers

Chairman James E. Billie addresses the crowd:
“One of the most important parts of our culture
is our language,” he said. “Don’t let that
disappear.”

Education Director Emma Johns, Darian Cypress-Osceola and Chairman
James E. Billie.

Elrod Bowers

The Education Department staff take a bow at the July 13 Trail Incentive Awards at Strike Lanes in Miami’s Dolphin Mall.

THE
POLICE
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

DO YOU?
Call Me For A FREE Consultation

RICHARD CASTILLO

954.522.3500

Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours.
/[ QHſEG FGHGPFU FWKŏU FTWI QHHGPUGU
UWURGPFGFNKEGPUGFQOGUVKEXKQNGPEGCPF
CNNHGNQPKGUCPFOKUFGOGCPQTU
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WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.
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Franklin Jumper chooses his ball at the bowling session held
after the Incentive Awards.

Education Director Emma Johns welcomes everyone to the
Trail Incentive Awards.
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Just before breaking for fun and games at Dave & Buster’s in Hollywood, the Hollywood/Fort Pierce K-5 group of Tribal youngsters, along with staff, shared a spotlight moment in
conclusion of their Incentive Awards Ceremony on July 14. All of the Tribal award recipients received certiﬁcates and gift cards, courtesy of Dave & Buster’s.

Education Program Manager Tony Bullington and Hollywood
kindergarten Tribal student Nikko Doctor are all smiles during the
presentation of the Hollywood/Fort Pierce K-5 Incentive Awards.
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A moment with Education Program Manager
Tony Bullington, left, and Hollywood Tribal
youngster Chahechom Osceola, right.

Hollywood Tribal citizen Cameron Osceola plays
pool at Dave & Buster’s in Hollywood.
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With her group of friends looking on, Hollywood
Tribal youngster Destiny Diaz, 9, right, powers
herself on the Dave & Buster’s shufﬂeboard.

Hollywood Tribal citizen Neyom Osceola focuses on her pool shot.

#SJHIUPOBOE5BNQB5SJCBM-FBEFST3FDPHOJ[F5BNQB&EVDBUJPO*ODFOUJWF"XBSE3FDJQJFOUT
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Education Director Emma Johns congratulates Caitlyn Garcia on her high school graduation during the 2011 Tampa Incentive
Awards that took place at the Museum of Science and Industry in Tampa on July 25.

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry
with Mason Foret.

Peter B. Gallagher
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Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry
with Katie Smith during the 2011 Tampa Incentive Awards.

Education Director Emma Johns presents Gladys Guzman
with a plaque at the 2011 Incentive Awards.

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., left, and
Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard, center, with Bobby
Henry.
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“One Purpose”
One purpose left in my life is to show
my love ones that I am a better man, a
menace no more creating chaos off the rez
with a gun in hand.
That saying you live by the gun you
GLHE\WKHJXQLVWUXHEXWDVDOZD\V,GH¿HG
the odds and survived now I write about it
touching the spirit in you.
Back in the day off the rez those streets
were rough so I gave it all the hell it could
handle, it was common to see a body riddled
ZLWK EXOOHWV RU D ¿HQG VPRNLQJ ZLWK D
candle.
No teenage years to enjoy just a life of
crime, jackin became a game of who can
drop more within a certain time.
On the rez I growed up hunting hog
and deer so fools in the streets were easy to
track, the Panther in me refuse to let me lose
so I mastered the game of jack.
I am not proud of that but at the same
time I’m not ashamed, I was playing the
cards I was dealt and only I am to blame.
So much lost time in that cruel dark
place, so many lives lost gone without a
trace.
But here I am still standing tall, Wild
Bill you will not be forgotten your Panther
spirit still prowls though physically you
took a fall.
I look forward to seeing you again one
day but until then I will continue to rise,
wiser, determined and focused to become
an even better man before my demise.
Its been mind over matter and a strong
will power too, I didn’t need a college

educated counselor to tell me what, where
or who.
Only I can make the choice to wash
blood from my hands and keep them clean,
that’s the reality of it twelve steps is a
useless dream.
Sam Cooke said “A change is gonna
come” and I did just that, making Aawaache,
Chaaye and other loves ones proud of me is
where my mind is at.
For the record what will not change is
I live, I ride and I will die for you all, to
any fool don’t become a statistic with the
imprint of this Panther paw.
I’m not a saint and I’m not striving to
be one, just a simple man being better so
smile 4 the Native son.
One purpose and I will achieve my
goal, because I am a warrior from the only
unconquered Seminoles.
Ike T. Harjo
Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga
Koowaathi

Happy late birthday Zaiden Frank “Nash-kee”
August 27, 2011

Happy 18th Birthday Tana Bear-Osceola
August 27, 1993
You have grown into a beautiful young lady.
I love you with all my heart.
Love your Aunt Mary, Mark and Dayne-Dayne Billie

You are growing up so fast into such a handsome little boy.
Everyone around you loves you so much. You are so funny
and caring. You take care of your big sister and little brother so
well. Happy Birthday.
Love Mommy, daddy, tah-feeke, and Lenny

HAH-TUNG-KE

COWBONE

Editor’s note:+DKWXQJNHLVDQHZIHDWXUHLQZKLFK7KH7ULEXQHZLOOSUR¿OHD6HPLQROHDUWLVWDQGKLVRUKHUZRUN7KLVPRQWK
IHDWXUHV3DXO%XVWHUDQGLQFOXGHVWKHO\ULFVWRRQHRIKLVVRQJV +DKWXQJNHPHDQVPXVLFLQ0LNDVXNL

For an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminolemediaproductions.com/hah-tung-ke/

Time on me
Looking out this window time always slows
down
Free as a bird gives way to a whole new
meaning
The more things change out there, the more
things
Have always stayed the same for me in
here.
I’ve seen my own kids grow old through
pictures
Only becuz I didn’t truly understand what
life had in store
Young, dumb and full of myself lost me 9
years I will never get back
At my age theres no more using young as
an excuse
Games give you the chance of losing
And with my life I only plan on winning
In order for one to be real with someone
else
7KDWRQHKDVWREHUHDOZLWKKLVVHOI¿UVW
We all live our own life and yeah we all
have fallin
But make no mistake about it, we all don’t
get back up.
There has to be that want to above all else
Don’t just be fooled by the next mans
words
Watch and you will see the future I know is
within

She says her hearts gone cold becuz
of men
I say lets talk about it an start this
again.
She says your all birds of a feather
WKDWÀRFNWRJHWKHU
I stop her right there and show her
When the creator made me he
didn’t take from him, him and him.
No I was built as the sun with you
as my moon.
She says boy you need to stop cuz
that’s not even true
I say then why are you the moon
and I the sun
She says why?? Becuz just like the
moon is to the sun
:RPDQLVDUHÀHFWLRQRIPH7KH
man.
Now she just sits there and thinks
about it.
As I take the time to say theres no
game to play.
Take your time to understand that a
man has to be more on point
If his mate is to be an equal that’s
looking for success
All I’m saying is that in order for us
to gain from each other
We have to bring each other up so
smile.

Kiel Jumper
Kiel Jumper

Special Someone
7KH\VD\VRPHWKLQJKDSSHQVWR\RXZKHQ\RX¿QGWKDWVSHFLDOVRPHRQH
Your heart grows a little softer and your life goes a little slower
It’s like the world around settles down with you.
Oh there’ll always be chaos but now you see thru to the other side
All the childish ways of thinking fades away
Life becomes more about us and we than it does just the I.
One might even get married and be a family man
Never to miss the young wild kid he has within.
And if it’s like they say and that is all I have to give up
Then I’m sure glad I’ve found my own Special Someone.

LWWLQJ E\ WKH ¿UHOLJKW ¿QJHUV WZHDNLQJ D WLQ\
EODFN GLDO WKH UXUDO VRQJZULWHU ¿QGV UDGLR
WSM through the gleeks and crackles of his
$2 Motorola brand, battery-powered transistor radio. He
twists the coat hangar antenna just right and out jumps Little
Jimmy Dickens catchin’ an ol’ cold tater and waiting on the
Friday night Grand Old Opry. Tweak it some more and the
noisebox puts out the lilt and lollar of Hank Williams’ voice
and the imagination takes control: a nightbird screams,
moonrise clears the tree moss, a pain of lost love spears the
heart, and the world so far from Nashville is so lonesome
he could cry.
Then, when the wind blows a certain way and the
signal swoons into a cacophony of Cuban rhetoric and
multigarble, he picks up an old Kay acoustic guitar and
starts to strum and croon. His voice is so close to howlin’
that a tuneful of songbirds could divebomb every hound on
the reservation and never draw out a better bay. The beat is
slow, like drips of blackstrap and as individual as a slice of
pumpkin pie. Through the sweltering summer nights and
crisp fall snaps, the melodies roll on sure and straight as a
brand new Uniroyal on a fresh laid moist asphalt road.
This romantic stereotype, claimed by many, is owned
by one man. Paul Buster is a Seminole Indian who grew
up in the most remote wilderness east of the Mississippi,
a place called Big Cypress on the very edge of the radio
VLJQDO DWPRVSKHUHV ZKHUH ¿VK KDYH JDWRUWHHWK WKH EHDUV
walk around like men and the record producers are too
scared to scout for new talent.
A Miccosukee speaker, the young Paul Buster had no
idea what the words meant in the songs he memorized from
the radio. But he sang them anyway in the back seat of the
family’s rickety ’40 Ford. His mother, Mary Annie Osceola
Buster, knew though. She spent her life savings – her last
GROODU3DXOGHVFULEHVLW±RQKLV¿UVWJXLWDU
Eventually, the faraway world inside his transistor
radio lured Paul to Nashville where he played with the
hottest pickers in town. He jumped onstage at Tootsie’s,
like every other songwritin’ dreamer. There he saw the light
and came right back home to raise a family, a whole lot of
cows and a personal musical catalogue well known about
the South Florida outback.
People in these parts call Paul what his dad branded
him. Cowbone: that’s the place in the swamp where the lost
FRZVJRDQGFDQ¶W¿QGWKHLUZD\EDFNRXW7KDW¶VWKHVSDFH
of mind where Paul Buster comes from, and you can hear it
in every note he sings and plays on his album “Blackwater
Bayou” and at the live performances he still puts on,
occasionally, in and around Seminole Country.

S

She Says

Thank God The
Seminole Survived
by Paul Buster

Spring comes on
Swamp apple trees turn blossom
Cypress trees turn to green
Baby animals, coons and
possums
Spring is a revival of nature
Everything comes alive
Winter cold gives way to spring
and summer
Thank God the Seminole
survived
Thank God the Seminole
survived

Summer heat is on
Alligators don’t mind at all
Sawgrass is on the scene
Before long change will turn to
fall
Spring comes on
Swamp apple trees turn blossom
Cypress trees turn to green
Baby animals, coons and
possums
Spring is a revival of nature
Everything comes alive
Winter cold gives way to spring
and summer
Thank God the Seminole
survived
Thank God the Seminole
survived

-- Peter B. Gallagher

Kiel Jumper

CLASSIFIEDS

Get Out of Jail Fast!

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119.
Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted.
IPVSTt4QFFEZ3FMFBTFt1SPGFTTJPOBM4FSWJDF
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311

Rare 1986 Buick Grand National T-Type Turbo
Call Eric 954.562.4544 - $10,500
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BECOME A FAN

FOLLOW US
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GAMBLE

WITH CARE

Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida.
Persons who have trespassed and have been banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.
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#SJHIUPO)POPST-BUF'SJFOEBOE5FBDIFS0MMJF+POFTBU1BSL3FEFEJDBUJPO
BY RACHEL BUXTON
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — Family, friends and
7ULEDO RI¿FLDOV JDWKHUHG DW WKH %ULJKWRQ
VRIWEDOO ¿HOG $XJ  WR UHPHPEHU D ODWH
IULHQG DQG WR UHGHGLFDWH D ¿HOG DQG SDUN
WKDW KHOG D VSHFLDO PHDQLQJ WR KLP 7KH
ODWH 2OOLH -RQHV ZDV UHPHPEHUHG IRU KLV
FRQWLQXHG VXSSRUW RI 7ULEDO EDVHEDOO DQG
FRPSHWLWLRQ DV WKH FRPPXQLW\ UHGHGLFDWHG
WKH2OOLH-RQHV0HPRULDO3DUNLQKLVKRQRU
³7RGD\ZHSD\WULEXWHWRDPDQZHDOO
NQRZ´0RVHV-XPSHU-UVDLGUHDGLQJIURP
WKH SRHP KH ZURWH DQG UHDG VHYHUDO \HDUV
EDFNDWWKHODWH2OOLH-RQHV¶VIXQHUDO
2OOLH -RQHV ZDV DQ DYLG VXSSRUWHU IRU
LQWUDPXUDO EDVHEDOO DQG VRIWEDOO DQG HYHQ
EHFDPH WKH PDLQ VSRQVRU RI WKH %ULJKWRQ
WUDYHOLQJEDVHEDOOWHDPWKH2¶-D\V
³, DOZD\V ZDQWHG WR SOD\ EDVHEDOO´
-RKQQLH -RQHV VRQ RI WKH ODWH 2OOLH -RQHV
VDLG ³$QG ¿QDOO\ KH VDLG µ,I \RX ZDQW WR
SOD\JHW\RXUER\VWRJHWKHUDQG,¶OOSD\WR
VSRQVRU\RXDOO¶´
-RKQQLH -RQHV UHPLQLVFHG DERXW KLV
IDWKHU EX\LQJ D VWDWLRQ ZDJRQ DQG ODWHU D

YDQ IURP WKH )LUVW ,QGLDQ %DSWLVW &KXUFK
WR KDXO WKH 2¶-D\V IURP WRXUQDPHQW WR
WRXUQDPHQW -XPSHU DORQJ ZLWK &KDLUPDQ
-DPHV ( %LOOLH %ULJKWRQ 7ULEDO &RXQFLO
5HS $QGUHZ - %RZHUV -U DQG %ULJKWRQ
7ULEDO%RDUG5HS/DUU\+RZDUGDOVRVKDUHG
VWRULHV DQG WUHDVXUHG PHPRULHV DERXW WKH
ODWH2OOLH-RQHV
³$WRQHWLPHDURXQGWKH¶VWKHUHZDV
DQDPHDWWDFKHGWRWKLVSDUN´5HS%RZHUV
VDLG³EXWVRPHZKHUHDORQJWKHZD\ZHORVW
WUDFNRILW´
$IHZ\HDUVEDFN&RXQFLO5HS%RZHUV
DQG %RDUG 5HS +RZDUG JRW WRJHWKHU WR
GLVFXVVUHFRQVWUXFWLQJWKH%ULJKWRQVRIWEDOO
¿HOGV LQ DQ HIIRUW WR HQFRXUDJH PRUH
\RXWK DQG 1DWLYH 7ULEH VRIWEDOO WHDPV WR
SDUWLFLSDWHDQGFRPSHWH
:LWKWKHKHOSRI7ULEDOPHPEHU0DUW\
-RKQVDQGKLVFRQVWUXFWLRQFRPSDQ\1DWLYH
$PHULFDQ&RQVWUXFWLRQ&RDOOWKUHH¿HOGV
LQFOXGLQJ WKH SDUN ZHUH UHGRQH7KH\ SXW
XS QHZ VFRUHERDUGV UHFRQVWUXFWHG ¿HOGV
LQVWDOOHG EOHDFKHUV DQG OLJKWV DQG EXLOW D
FRQFHVVLRQ VWDQG DORQJ ZLWK D SUHVV ER[
ZLWKD3$V\VWHP
$IWHU WKH FRPSOHWLRQ RI WKH

FRQVWUXFWLRQ SURMHFW RI¿FLDOV GHFLGHG WR
KROGDUHGHGLFDWLRQ
³:H WKRXJKW ZH RZHG WKLV PXFK WR
RXU ODWH IULHQG WHDFKHU DQG PHQWRU 2OOLH
-RQHV´5HS%RZHUVVDLG
)DPLO\DQGIULHQGVZDWFKHGDVWKHQHZ
VFRUHERDUG ZDV XQYHLOHG EUDQGHG ZLWK WKH
ODWH2OOLH-RQHV¶VQDPH
³,¶G MXVW OLNH WR WKDQN WKH FRPPXQLW\
IRU GRLQJ WKLV´ -RKQQLH -RQHV VDLG ³,¶P
JODGWKH\GHFLGHGWREXLOGVRPHWKLQJQHZ´
)RXU JHQHUDWLRQV RI WKH -RQHV IDPLO\
JDWKHUHGIRUWKHPRPHQWRXVRFFDVLRQ
³,WKLQNLW¶VFRROEHFDXVHLWVKRZVWKDW
WKH\ UHVSHFWHG KLP DQG KH ZDV UHDO OLNHG
DURXQGKHUH´VDLG*HRUJH0LFFRJUDQGVRQ
RIWKHODWH2OOLH-RQHV
)ROORZLQJ WKH UHGHGLFDWLRQ DQG
XQYHLOLQJ WKH RULJLQDO 2¶-D\V VWHSSHG XS
WREDWDJDLQVWWKH6HPLQROH/HJHQGVIRUDQ
DOODURXQGIXQVFULPPDJHVRIWEDOOJDPHLQ
Rachel Buxton
PHPRU\RIWKHPDQZKRWRXFKHGVRPDQ\
Fire Rescue unveils one of the new scoreboards branded with the late Ollie Jones’s name.
RIWKHLUOLYHV
%DFNLQWKHGD\WKH2¶-D\VZHUHNQRZQ
³+HOLNHGWKLVJDPH´0LFFRVDLG³+H DQGMXVWFRPHRXWKHUHDQGKDYHIXQ´
IRUWKHLUPDQ\ZLQVKRZHYHUWKH\IHOOVKRUW
DJDLQVWWKH/HJHQGVEXWWKDWFHUWDLQO\ WDXJKW PH WR DOZD\V UHVSHFW HYHU\ERG\ ²
GLGQ¶WVWRSWKHIULHQGO\EDQWHUDQGODXJKV MXVWOLNHLQEDVHEDOOUHVSHFW\RXURSSRQHQW
See more photos on page 2C
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#JH$ZQSFTT4FOJPST1BSUJDJQBUFJO
+VBOJUB#JMMJF1PPM5PVSOBNFOU

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Joe Junior Billie ﬁnishes at ﬁrst place overall in the 9-Ball section of the 10th annual Juanita Billie
Pool Tournament inside the Big Cypress Senior Center on July 28.

Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, center, with NFL legend Edgerrin James Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, 9, of Okeechobee, right, participates in a
and his younger cousin, Indianapolis Colts running back Javarris football agility drill at the third annual Edgerrin and Javarris James Football
Camp in Immokalee on July 25.
James at their football camp.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

The Okeechobee High School Brahmans football team, who competed in the Edgerrin and Javarris James Football Camp’s 7-on-7 tournament with
the Immokalee Indians (this year’s 7-on-7 champion) and Orlando-Jones (7-on-7 runner-up), spend a moment with Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, 9, his
father/Brahmans 7-on-7 Coach Chaka Smith and NFL legend/Immokalee native Edgerrin James.

Tribal senior Esther Buster sets up the pool balls
for play to start the 9-Ball competition.

Big Cypress Tribal senior Louise Osceola
comes out on top in the women’s 9-Ball part
of the tournament.

See more photos on page 2C

5SJCBM-PWFE0OFT3FNFNCFSFEBU'JSTU.FNPSJBM(PMG5PVSOBNFOUJO)PMMZXPPE
³7KLVWRXUQDPHQWZDVRUJDQL]HGWRUHFRJQL]H7ULEDOPHPEHUVWKDWKDYHORVWFKLOGUHQ7KH\DUHYHU\HDVLO\IRUJRWWHQ´VDLG(OOLRW<RXQJ0HPRULDO
*ROI7RXUQDPHQWRUJDQL]HU³7KHUHDUHDORWRIIDPLOLHVWKDWKDYHORVWFKLOGUHQ7KLVLVDQRSSRUWXQLW\IRUHYHU\RQHWRDSSUHFLDWHWKHLUOLYHV´

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Elliot Young prepares for his approach to the green on the front nine
during the ﬁrst Memorial Golf Tournament held at The Club at Emerald
Hills Golf and Country Club in Hollywood on July 30.

Tribal senior Steven Bowers tries a chip shot to make par on the third hole during the tournament. The 18hole, six-team tournament featured Tribal citizens and employees with awards given in speciﬁc categories in
a blind draw scramble format. It was created to honor lost loved ones within the Tribe.

Chris C. Jenkins

Ronnie Doctor concentrates before teeing off.

$t5IF4FNJOPMF5SJCVOFt"VHVTU 

.VMUJQMF5SJCBM&MEFST1BSUJDJQBUFJOUI"OOVBM#JH$ZQSFTT4FOJPST5PVSOBNFOUPO"VH

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal elder Rudy Osceola places third overall in both the
men’s 8-Ball and 9-Ball portions of the 10th annual Big Cypress Seniors
Pool Tournament.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

A group moment with the Big Cypress Tribal seniors, the Big Cypress Senior Center’s staff and the Big Cypress
Councilman’s Ofﬁce staff with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger at the 10th annual Big Cypress Seniors
Pool Tournament on Aug. 5.

Big Cypress Tribal elder Esther Buster competes at the
10th annual Big Cypress Seniors Pool Tournament.

.PSFQIPUPTGSPNUIF+VBOJUB#JMMJFQPPMUPVSOBNFOU

10TH ANNUAL JUANITA BILLIE POOL
TOURNAMENT – RESULTS
Men’s 8-–Ball: 1. Joe Junior Billie, 2. Ronnie
Billie, 3. Thomas W. Billie; Women’s 8-Ball: 1.
Esther Buster, 2. Louise Osceola, 3. Claudia
Doctor; Men’s 9-Ball: 1. Joe Junior Billie, 2.
Thomas W. Billie; Women’s 9-Ball: 1. Louise
Osceola, 2. Esther Buster.

10TH ANNUAL BIG CYPRESS SENIORS TOURNAMENT – RESULTS
8-Ball Men: 1. Joe Junior Billie, 2. Tommy W. Billie, 3. Rudy Osceola;
8-Ball Women: 1. Ruby Osceola, 2. Esther Buster, 3. Louise Osceola;
9-Ball Men: 1. Joe Junior Billie, 2. Alan Jumper, 3. Rudy Osceola;
9-Ball Women: 1. Esther Buster, 2. Louise Osceola.

.PSFQIPUPTGSPNUIF0MMJF+POFTQBSLSFEFEJDBUJPO

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Chairman James E. Billie has the honors of being the ﬁrst up Members of the original O’Jays applaud as they see the new scoreboard for the ﬁrst
time.
to bat.

Photo above, a photo reﬂection of the late
Juanita Billie.
Left photo, Big Cypress Tribal senior Thomas W.
Billie shoots his way to a second-place overall
ﬁnish in 9-Ball play at the 10th annual Juanita
Billie Pool Tournament on July 28.

Left photo, Parker Jones,
son of the late Ollie
Jones, steps up to bat as
his team watches in the
background.
Right photo, emcee of
the dedication ceremony,
Moses Jumper Jr., switches
roles for the softball game
and becomes the pitcher
for the Seminole Legends.
Rachel Buxton

Naji Tobias

4OBQTIPUT'SPNUIF*OEJHFOPVT(BNFT

Photos by Janice Osceola

888-421-2020
4101 Davie Road Ext. - Davie, FL 33024

www.T-RexDirect.com
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Explorer Van Conversions
AVA I L A B L E

O P T I O N S :

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors,
Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More.
Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles
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H=E:JGC=HAF=K$>D
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/0.%*1)%/000
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STORE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030681'$<$030SERVICE HOURS: 021'$<)5,'$<$0306$785'$<$030
*MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA
MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. -2 AUTONATION INC.
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$IPLPMPTLFF3PBE3BHF
JO5IF-BTU'SPOUJFS
BY PETER B. GALLAGHER
Special Projects Reporter

³+DYH ZH ¿QDOO\ UXQ RXW RI SODFHV WR GHVSRLO HOVHZKHUH LQ )ORULGD
LQWKHQDPHRISURJUHVV"0XVWZHQRZVXIIHUVZDUPVRIGHYHORSHUVOLNH
PRVTXLWRHVLQDKRWZLQGOHVVVXPPHUGD\KHUHLQWKHSDUDGLVHRIWKHODVW
IURQWLHU"´ –Peter Matthiessen, author “Killing Mr. Watson”
CHOKOLOSKEE — Not many roads down here in the Last Frontier.
Fact is, the extreme bottom Southwest Florida hinterlands of the United
States, where the Everglades, Ten Thousand Islands and Big Cypress lie, is
considered the largest, most roadless area in the lower 48 states.
For that reason alone, it’s a big deal when they come and take a road
OUT.
But what happened on tiny Chokoloskee Island (population: 393)
in the early dawn hours of Thursday, April 14 is a Florida black-topped
nightmare. A crew of workers and bulldozers – organized by a group of
Highlands County developers, supervised by a foreman with a back pocket
full of county OKs and I don’t knows, monitored by a group of do-nothing
&ROOLHU &RXQW\ 6KHULII¶V 'HSXWLHV ± FUHSW LQWR WKLV TXLHW ¿VKLQJ YLOODJH
before dawn, erected a tall chain link fence, slapped it up with green tarp
and little square eye-holes, and took out Mamie Street, a main drag through
Chokoloskee for more than 100 years.
They chopped Mamie up, ruined at least three layers of the taxpayers’
asphalt and spat her out into piles of limestone rubble and ancient bits of
Calusa Indian mound, leaving her to lie in pools of mosquito water and
cragged landscape like you see on TV in Beirut. And, when the dust
cleared, access to one of Florida’s most historic structures was completely
shut down: the reddish weathered peckerwooden, 95-year-old Smallwood
Store and Trading Post. Also blocked from access was Bill and Patricia
Vaughn’s home of 50 years.
A wealthy assembly of outside investors wanted to develop the tip of
the Last Frontier and, darn it, Mamie Street was in their way. The Vaughns?
Tough luck, Bill – This is Florida. Shouldn’t live where developers want
to go. “We had no warning whatsoever,” said Bill Vaughn, who, like every
RWKHUFKDUDFWHULQWKLVVWRU\VWRUPHGRIIWR¿QGDODZ\HU
And the Smallwood Store? A sacred place to Seminole Indians and
Florida pioneers since 1906, nearly 40 years on the National Register of
Historic Places . . . Eight days after the road was removed, the trucks all
left. Not a single worker has returned to the site. More than $50,000 worth
of business rolled into Chokoloskee, saw the fence, turned around and got
the heck out of town. Area seafood restaurants are talking class action suit.
Worst off season since Hurricane Andrew.
Road rage wasteland.
“Smallwood Store is collateral damage to them. That’s all,” said Lynn
Smallwood McMillin, granddaughter of the founder and the Store’s current
manager, still in shock. “I guess this is how it happens all over Florida. It’s
how everything gets ruined. They just come in and take you down. And
WKHQJHWDZD\ZLWKLW,MXVWQHYHUWKRXJKWWKH\¶GHYHU¿QGXVZDDD\\GRZQ
here.”
In the corner, her husband, Gary, sits. He won’t say a word, just seethes.
A big Viking of a man with a sunburnt face, Gary Mac is a veteran guide
DQGH[SHUW¿VKHUPDQZKRNQRZVWKH7HQ7KRXVDQG,VODQGVOLNHWKHVNHHWHU
bites on the back of his arm; Gary McMillin’s angry. If he were a hurricane,
he’s already Category 2. You can almost tell what he’d like to do about it.
Right now, he just seethes.
Over in Naples, the County seat an hour away, Sheriff Kevin Rambosk
and County Attorney Jeffry Klatzkow aren’t seething. They are just mute.
They refuse to disclose to this newspaper why they both looked the
other way while the road came down. Or how they feel now, since the
&RXQW\&RPPLVVLRQKDV¿OHGDODZVXLWGHPDQGLQJWKHGHYHORSHUVUHYHUVH
everything that happened on April 14. . . under their watch.
ļ
The modern settlement of Chokoloskee Island began in 1874. Early
UHVLGHQWVIDUPHG¿VKHGDQGFDXJKWWXUWOHVVHOOLQJVXUSOXVHVLQ.H\:HVW
Ten years later, up in South Georgia, 11-year-old Charles Sherod “Ted”
Smallwood ran away from a mean stepmother and his boyhood home.
He somehow grew to manhood wandering Ybor City, Cuba, the Bahamas
DQG &KRNRORVNHH DOZD\V ZRUNLQJ ZLWK ERDWV +H ¿QDOO\ VHWWOHG GRZQ
and married Mamie Ulala House of Chokoloskee in 1897. In 1906, Ted
opened his famous Smallwood Store and Indian Trading Post right on the
waterfront, at the end of the dirt road he named for his wife.
7KH6WRUHVHUYHGDVWKHWRZQ¶VSRVWRI¿FHIRUWKHQH[W\HDUV0DLO
came by boat from Key West, Punta Gorda, Fort Myers and Everglades
City – until the causeway to Chokoloskee Island was completed in 1956.
Ted would blow a conch shell to alert Islanders when the mail arrived.
The original store fell to a hurricane in 1916 and was immediately
rebuilt on the same point, at 360 Mamie St., looking out at the Ten Thousand
Islands. Though this was the edge of the middle of nowhere, Smallwood
Store operated as a main center of commerce for the Everglades, where an
eclectic clientele of Seminole Indians (emerging from their swamp hideouts
unsure if the Wars were over), outlaws, hermits, traveling preachers,
SDVVLQJVKLSFUHZVDQGVFRUHVRI¿VKHUPHQWXUWOHPHQSOXPHKXQWHUVDQG
crabbers were surviving in the watery paradise that was then, as now, the
bottom of Florida.
History tells us Ted Smallwood gave credit to the Seminoles, traded
with them fairly, gave medicine when they were ill. Like the Stranahans
of pioneer Fort Lauderdale, the Smallwoods of Chokoloskee provided a
critical transition for the scattered Seminoles, from despair in the outback
to hope in the new frontier.
In 1910, outlaw turned farmer Edgar Watson was gunned down at
the Store by a posse of town residents in one of American history’s most
blatant examples of frontier vigilante justice. Watson, pursued by bounty

Peter B. Gallagher

Photo courtesy of Google Earth

Every few days, Smallwood Store Manager Lynn McMillin checks on the Store,
closed since April 14.

Aerial view of the property. Red: FGG fence line; Yellow: Mamie Street removed;
Green: Smallwood Store.

hunters for numerous murderous misdeeds out West, had taken to “paying”
his local farmworkers with bullets through their hearts on payday; a large
FURZGRSHQHG¿UHZKHQKHDUULYHGLQKLVGLQJK\DWWKH6PDOOZRRG6WRUHRQ
Oct. 24. The incident has been memorialized in song and in legend, most
prominently in Peter Matthiessen’s award-winning 1990 novel “Killing Mr
Watson.”
Ted Smallwood died in 1951 but his Store remained open to serve
as the area’s main grocery store, bank, pharmacy and boat stop until it
closed in 1982. Granddaughter Lynn Smallwood reopened the building
in 1989 as a Museum, which, today is credited with attracting more than
30,000 annual visitors to the rugged old building on Mamie Street, which
McMillin swears has been paved by the County “at least three times since
Hurricane Andrew (1992).”
An odd memorandum written by Assistant County Attorney Stephen
Williams, obtained by 7KH 7ULEXQH, displays his opinion that there are
actually only two public roads on the entire three-tenths square mile island
– Chokoloskee Drive East and Chokoloskee Drive West. All other roads
are present, states the memo “via private access agreements.” The County
Attorney refused to talk with 7KH6HPLQROH7ULEXQH about the memo or the
Smallwood issue.
On Dec. 28, 1999, urged by Chairman James E. Billie, the Seminole
Tribe of Florida purchased 4.13 acres of Chokoloskee land from the
Smallwood family for $984,000. It connected with a small mangrove parcel
Billie and the Tribe had purchased in 1994, just north and east of the Store.
The land was contiguous to the Smallwood Store property and included
the old Blue Heron motel, a decrepit waterfront boat slip area, and Mamie
Street, which came through the center of the property, then, as now, the
only legal access to the Store. It was Chairman Billie’s vision to save the
property from development by creating a marina and park to complement
the Smallwood Store. The purchase would also support Billie’s other dream
RI FUHDWLQJ DQ DXWKHQWLF ,QGLDQ¿VKLQJ YLOODJH DUHD QHDUE\ WKDW FRXOG UH
imagine the past for visiting students.
These properties had always been in the Smallwood family, said Lynn
McMillin: “My mother was getting too old to run the motel and care for the
property so she decided to sell it to the Seminoles because she knew that
James Billie would never let anything bad happen to it, that he would make
sure the land always supported and protected the Store.”
,Q 'HFHPEHU  KRZHYHU -DPHV ( %LOOLH ZDV RXW RI RI¿FH7KH
Seminole Tribe abruptly sold the property to Florida Georgia Grove, LLC
(FGG), much to the chagrin of both Billie, who says the sale was hidden
from Tribal members and Lynn McMillin, who knew nothing of her new
neighbors. “The Tribe should have never sold it,” she said. “They knew
that property was special to James Billie. I think some of those leaders just
wanted to rub salt in his wounds.”
Leonard C. Smith III, a Highlands County citrus grower, founded the
FGG partnership in 2002 with Sebring Attorney W. James Kelly. The entire
property, including the mangrove lot, was purchased from the Tribe for
$1.5 million. The Collier County Appraiser assesses that property today at
$990,000, about 66 precent of its purchased value – about what Billie and
the Tribe paid in 1999.
“I’ll be honest with you, we never had any plans to develop this
property. We had just sold a grove in Hendry County, and this came up and
it looked like a good deal. We were going to hold on to it and sell it later.

So, please don’t call us developers. We are investors,” said Kelly, whose
father, the Hon. Clifton Kelly, was the judge who set Arcadia farmworker
James Richardson free after a 1988 6HPLQROH 7ULEXQH series proved his
innocence in the murder of his seven children. “The last thing we wanted to
do was upset the community.”
“Well, if that’s the case, they should have stayed the hell away from
the Smallwood Store,” said Lee “Leebo” Noble, owner of Leebo’s Rock
Bottom Bar, Everglades City’s main drinking establishment. “You mess
with Smallwood, you messin’ with all of us natives. That store been mindin’
its own bidness out there for a hundred years. Leave it alone!”
ļ
Here’s how it all went down.
It started with a boat ramp.
In late 2004, around the same time FGG was purchasing the Seminole
Tribe’s Chokoloskee parcels, Collier County Commissioner Jim Coletta
inspired his colleagues to declare a “major need” for a public (free) boat
ramp in the Everglades City/Chokoloskee/Western Everglades area – one
RI)ORULGD¶VWRSVDOWZDWHU¿VKLQJDQGERDWLQJVSRWV7KHQRQSUR¿W7UXVW)RU
Public Land agreed to pursue, negotiate and buy boat ramp property, with
the county’s guidance.
$W¿UVWWKHQHZ)ORULGD*HRUJLD*URYH//& )** SXUFKDVHVHHPHGWR
¿WWKH7UXVWSUR¿OHSHUIHFWO\7KHVHZHUHZHDOWK\PHQ6HYHUDOZHUHIRUPHU
public servants. And they all claimed to be investors and not developers.
They began talking with the Trust. “We wanted to build the marina and boat
ramp, make a real nice park and then sell it to the County,” remembered
FGG Attorney Jim Kelly. “Right away they all seemed interested. Then the
County just pulled out of the deal.”
Commissioner Coletta remembered that when FGG came forward
with plans to remove and replace the seawall and docks, dredge and install
D ERDW UDPS WKHQ VHOO LW WR WKH &RXQW\ &ROOLHU RI¿FLDOV VDLG QR ³7KDW
location would have required extensive permitting,” Coletta said. “Sure we
talked with them. They wanted to sell us the whole tract for a park. It was
too expensive.”
-RKQ*DUULVRQGLUHFWRURIWKH7UXVW¶V6RXWKZHVW)ORULGDRI¿FHUHFDOOHG
the County was never “real hot” on the idea: “That was, of course, key to
us. We talked awhile to the developers but it all broke off when the County
RI¿FLDOO\ SXOOHG RXW´ 7KH 7UXVW SUHIHUV ORQJWLPH ODQGRZQHUV FRQFHUQHG
OHVV ZLWK WXUQLQJ D SUR¿W WKDQ HQVXULQJ WKHLU SURSHUW\ LV SUHVHUYHG IRU
IXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQVRUDYDLODEOHWRWKHSXEOLF±QRWTXLWHWKHSUR¿OHRI)**
“Back then, the real estate market was booming around Naples. Property
was going up 5 percent a month,” Garrison recalled. “We were not really
interested in buying the big parcel just to put in a boat ramp.”
The County actually reconsidered the issue a year later and hired
DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO HQJLQHHULQJ ¿UP IRU D SURSHUW\ DQDO\VLV 7KH ¿UP¶V
¿QGLQJVOHG&ROOLHURI¿FLDOVWRDJDLQUHMHFWWKHSURSHUW\FLWLQJWKHH[WHQW
of dredging and permitting needed. A marina also didn’t mesh with the
county’s Manatee Protection Plan.
The County eventually purchased the Port of the Islands Marina in
2008, established a boat ramp there and, in 2010, with the help of the
National Trust, added another public ramp in Goodland. Coletta said the
County has no need or the money to pursue anymore marina sites.

Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki

Peter B. Gallagher

Famed Everglades author Marjory Stoneman Douglas, wearing a Seminole-style dress, was escorted to the Smallwood
Store by Chairman Billie in 1996.

A common scene in pre-1950 Seminole history: a family visit to the Smallwood Store.
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Undaunted, Florida-Georgia then pursued construction on its own. As
expected, permitting to re-dig the boat basin and replace the seawall was
lengthy and expensive. And the recession was sending land values south. It
was absolutely necessary, FGG point man Gary Blackman said, explaining
that “all of the value in the land is the ability to have a boat basin.” Workers
partially dredged out the basin and readied the banks for a concrete and
steel seawall. Then work stopped.
Blackman, a former used car salesman and Sebring race car driver,
had taken over the lead after Smith died, unexpectedly. And Blackman had
a plan.
ļ
“No we don’t really have any plan for a development. We aren’t even
developers. But we HAD to take that road out. I mean, you don’t want
to have people going back and forth all day through the middle of your
private property, do you?” – W. James Kelly, Sebring attorney for FGG
,QHDUO\1RYHPEHU)**RI¿FLDOV%ODFNPDQ.HOO\DQG*UHJ*ULI¿Q
met with Lynn McMillin beneath a giant round chickee built by Chairman
Billie several years ago behind the McMillin’s home. They presented her
with an unsubmitted (unsigned) Joint Environmental Resource Permit
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) and Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) that FGG had taken out
2FW 7KH\ PHQWLRQHG UHPRYLQJ 0DPLH 6WUHHW IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH7KH\
had a plan, though. “They told me, ‘We know we have to give you access,
but we are going to pursue permits to get you access through your own
property. We will pay for it, pave it, give you a brand new road,’” Lynn
McMillin said. “All I had to do was sign and submit the application in my
name.”
The proposed access road, marked on the deed, would come off
Calusa Drive (another private neighborhood road in use for decades),
travel through 6,000 square feet of mangrove tidal wetlands (owned by the
Smallwoods) west to the Store. FGG proposed to build a 30x200 asphalt
road, with drainage. They would pay for all application and permit fees.
“We said we would repave and improve Calusa all the way up if we had
WR´.HOO\VDLG³)LUVWFODVVÀRZHUVDQ\WKLQJKRZHYHU/\QQZDQWHGLW´
Lynn McMillan says she never wanted to pave the easement but went
ahead with the partnership’s plans as a way to avoid costly litigation: “My
lawyer said, ‘Let’s try to work with ‘em.’ He also said, ‘That’s a mangrove
area; they will never get the permits.’”
Out on Calusa Road neighbors caught wind of the plan. One-hundred¿IW\FDUVDGD\FRPLQJWKURXJKWKHLUTXLHWDUHDZKHUHDGR]HQFKLOGUHQDUH
used to playing all over the street, did not sit well with anyone. They were
FOHDU³:HGRQ¶WZDQW6PDOOZRRGWUDI¿F´7KH\WKUHDWHQHGWRJHWDODZ\HU
ļ
0F0LOOLQ VLJQHG WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RQ 1RY  6KH FHUWL¿HG VKH ZDV
the property owner and agreed to provide federal inspectors access to
WKHVLWH)**DOVRWDONHGKHULQWRDOORZLQJFRQWUDFWRU*ULI¿QRI%D\KHDG
Consulting, Inc., a FGG subsidiary, to act on her behalf. The application
was received by USACOE on Nov. 24, 2010.
Titled “Smallwood Store Driveway,” the project advocated the
“construction or operation of a new system, other than a solid waste facility,
including dredging in, on, or over wetlands and other surface waters.”
They noted that only in “times of extremely high tides or severe storm
events does this area collect and hold water.” FGG offered to purchase
.065 credits in the Little Pine Island Mitigation Bank to offset the impact
of the project.
Perfect solution? Take out Mamie Street and put in another access
road off Calusa. Everybody happy.
“I really didn’t want to do it, but I didn’t know what else to do. These
were big talkers. They seemed sure of what they could do,” McMillin said.
“So I signed.”
It didn’t work out quite that way.
The objections to the application came in swiftly, all negative.
7KH SURSHUW\ ZDV VXEMHFW WR WLGDO ÀRRGLQJ 7KH ³SURSRVHG ¿OOLQJ RI WKH
mangroves for roadway construction” would violate the Clean Water
Act,” create an “adverse impact to Chokoloskee Bay,” and mess with the
“estuarine food chain.” National Marine Fisheries wanted to know why
this Project was necessary, since “access to the site is already provided
by Mamie Street.” USACOE engineers echoed that sentiment in its own
remarks. The great majority of public commentors either felt the project
was pointless “because Mamie Street is already there” or felt the Project
ZRXOGFUHDWHD³VDIHW\KD]DUG´IRUFKLOGUHQSOD\LQJRQ&DOXVD'ULYH
2Q0DUFKWKH86$&2(VHQWDQHPDLOWR*ULI¿QDVNLQJDERXW
)**¶VSODQVWRIHQFHWKHLUSURSHUW\DQGWDNHDZD\0DPLH6WUHHW*ULI¿Q
UHSOLHGIRXUGD\VODWHUEDULQJWKHVRXORI)**¶VVFKHPH*ULI¿QZDVFOHDU
DQGWRWKHSRLQW:LWKDZLQNWRZDUGWKH3URMHFWKHVHOIDI¿UPHG³ 0DPLH
Street) was an encroachment and not an easement . . . (The Smallwoods)
clearly have no suitable upland alternative . . . physically there appears to
be an alternative access, legally there is not.”
$V IRU WKH IHQFH *ULI¿Q SURPLVHG WR VKRZ UHFRUGV RI LQWHUIHUHQFH
from local residents in past projects he had worked at Chokoloskee. “FGG
exercises its legal right to fence its property for the purposes of construction
safety and risk management . . . at which time all physical remnants of the
suitable upland alternative are no longer observable. This will likely lead
to an injunction and a hearing . . .”
“It will be noted that all possible alternatives to provide Ted Smallwood’s
Store like-kind access (the asphalt road as proposed) at the expense of
FGG have been explored, and that the only viable option necessitated the
removal of Mamie Street to meet the 404(b)91) requirement regarding
suitable upland alternatives in order to obtain the USACOE permit.”
In other words, if it came down to it, they would take out Mamie Street
and then there would be no other alternative access unless they cut through
the mangroves as proposed. The law says a landowner must have upland
access to his or her property.
ļ
,QDQ$SULOPHHWLQJDWWHQGHGE\)**UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV*ULI¿Q.HOO\
and Blackman, the USACOE staff had bad news. Lynn Smallwood’s
DSSOLFDWLRQIRUWKHQHZDFFHVVURDGZRXOGEHGHQLHG2I¿FLDOQRWLFHZRXOG
FRPH ODWHU /\QQ 0F0LOOLQ ZDV QRW WKHUH VKH ZDV QRW QRWL¿HG RI WKH
meeting.
“They knew that if I had been there and heard the bad news that I
would have gone and sought an injunction to prevent them from closing
down the Store with their fence and tearing up the road,” McMillin said.
“I’m not saying she’s not right,” said Kelly, who had a different take

on the meeting than anyone else.
“But the Army Corps was very
cordial. They said it had to go to
legal. They did not say they would
deny it.”
The County was also not
QRWL¿HG³2KZHNQHZWKH\ZHUH
going to start tearing things up,
just not when. We tried everything
we could, but . . .” Commissioner
Coletta’s voice trails off. “We
tried the EPA, we talked to the
Seminole Tribe, we sent out
Code Enforcement and they
found everything in order. We
contacted all the state agencies,
and, environmentally, they had
everything in order. These guys
really did their homework.”
On Wednesday, April 13,
Lynn McMillin received a strange
fax late in the afternoon. It was
a letter of resignation from (her
“representative” on the USACOE
DSSOLFDWLRQ  *UHJ *ULI¿Q ZKR
FLWHG DQ XQQDPHG ³FRQÀLFW RI
interest,” as the reason he had
to suddenly step down, in midapplication, as her representative
for the USACOE permit. “I
Peter B. Gallagher
thought, ‘How odd,’ why would he
do that?’” remembered McMillin. Resplendent in long shirts, Tommy Osceola, Little Tiger Tail, Cypress Billie and Dixie hang out at the Smallwood Store,
“We found out the next Chokoloskee’s U.S. Post Ofﬁce for 68 years.
morning.”
7KH ¿UVW FDOO FDPH WR WKH
Collier County Sheriff’s dispatch
center at 7:51 a.m. Thursday, April
14 by a Chokoloskee resident who
said a “contractor was attempting to
fence off his property.” Witnesses
report seeing several Sheriff’s
cruisers and multiple deputies
on the scene, but Collier County
Sheriff’s records report only one
deputy was sent to the scene, who
deemed the contractor – none
RWKHU WKDQ *UHJ *ULI¿Q /\QQ
Smallwood’s former representative
– “properly permitted” in an 8:19
a.m. radio to dispatcher Patricia
Clemons.
³7KHUH ZDV D WUDI¿F MDP RXW
here. There were four cop cars.
Neighbors all over the streets. The
developers claimed later they had
been getting death threats,” said
McMillin, who adds, “anytime
those guys came to the property,
there were deputies escorting them.
The deputies would wait outside
the fence until they left. Talk about
a misuse of taxpayers dollars –
protecting these guys while they
take out a road that the County is
now suing to have put back!”
Citing the pending lawsuit,
Sheriff Rambosk refuses to
comment. His staff, however,
QRWL¿HGThe Tribune that they have
no record of any deputies escorting
persons to and from the Mamie
Peter B. Gallagher
Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki
Street site.
Coletta viewed the rubble at The oldest Seminoles, Susie Billie and Buffalo Jim, in a 1999 photo The Store has many rare Seminole photos on view like
this 1920s unidentiﬁed girl in elaborate bead necklaces.
a press conference the next day, next to the Smallwood Store.
promising to help the Smallwood
“It seems we just keep beating our heads against the wall. We don’t
6WRUHRZQHUV¿QGDQDWWRUQH\XVLQJFRXQW\OHJDODLG 7KHVWRUHLVRI¿FLDOO\ want to make everyone mad, but we don’t think our request is unreasonable.
RZQHGE\DQRQSUR¿W7HG6PDOOZRRGWUXVW +HWROGUHSRUWHUVWKDWLQKLV We decided to use the shock all approach, even though we know it wasn’t
opinion, the law is clear that any road maintained by the County for four or politically correct.”
PRUH\HDUVLVGHHPHGGHGLFDWHGWRWKHSXEOLFZKHWKHURUQRWORFDORI¿FLDOV
“He wants to force the County to buy it,” McMillin said. “He came
have formally dedicated the roadway as a highway. In real estate language, right out and admitted it. He’s what you call an honest thief!”
it is called a “prescriptive easement.”
)** DWWRUQH\ .HOO\ VDLG *ULI¿Q VSRNH RXW RI WXUQ ³+H VSRNH
“The County has been taking care of Mamie Street for decades,” unbeknownst to me. I would have rather that he didn’t come right out and
said Coletta, who pointed to a 1972 “County streets” document, which say that. He was out of bounds to say those things. Blackman was supposed
UHFRJQL]HV0DPLH6WUHHWDVD&RXQW\URDG³:KDWUHDOO\ERWKHUVPHLVWKH to be the lead dog down there.
way they did it. No one came and asked us to vacate the road, so they could
“To say that we took out that road just to force the Army Corps to give
tear it up,” said Coletta, who plays the part of Ed Watson in an annual play us a permit is total bull----.”
production of “Killing Mr. Watson.” “If we knew ahead of time, we would
McMillin was further surprised later that afternoon when she received
not have let them do it.”
DQDQJU\FDOOIURP%ULDQQH0F*XI¿HRIWKH86$&2(,WZDVWKH¿UVWFDOO
³,JRWIUHDNHGRXWRQZKDW*DU\ %ODFNPDQ DQG*UHJ *ULI¿Q GLG´ she had ever received from the Army Corps. “She was mad. She told me
Kelly said. “They got excited and just took action. It’s all about moving the that she wanted to make it clear that my taking that road out was not going
project forward.”
to affect the decision of the Army Corps of Engineers on my permit. I was
)**¶V *ULI¿Q VDLG WKH FRPSDQ\¶V KDQG ZDV IRUFHG ZKHQ LW OHDUQHG speechless! Then she told me about the April 4 meeting where they told us
at the April 4 meeting that USACOE was going to recommend denial the application would be denied.”
of McMillin’s application for the alternate access road: “There is an
“I told her, ‘Excuse me. I wasn’t at that meeting, I didn’t take out that
appropriate access site along lot 12 to the Smallwood Store to Calusa Drive road. I wasn’t there!’”
that we are willing to pay for the entire project to solve the problem so
2Q6DWXUGD\$SULOVSRUWELF\FOLVWVDQGDWRXUEXV¿OOHGZLWK
that we can develop our property. Mamie Street winds right through our tourists were seen lurking around Chokoloskee, said McMillin. “They
property to the Smallwood Store. Since the Army Corps plans to deny that wandered around and left. It’s been that way ever since. Here we have big
permit, we had no other choice but to take out Mamie Street so that it could DOT signs on I-75, SR 29, the Tamiami Trail. We’re even on the state’s
not be considered an access source.”
Florida Heritage Trail, but the developers took down our signs near the
“We told them that their building encroached on our property, but that Store. We put one up that said ‘Closed No Access,’ and they took that
ZHZRXOGZRUNLWRXWLIWKH&RUSVDSSURYHGWKHSHUPLWUHTXHVW´*ULI¿Q down, too.”
said. “We will deed the portion of the land that encroaches to them. We
$ZHHNODWHURQ$SULOWKH9DXJKQV¿OHGDVXLWLQ&ROOLHU&RXQW\
also would pay to develop a (roadway) to the (Smallwood property) from Circuit Court demanding FGG give them access to their home. The same
Calusa Drive. We still will do that if the Corps approves the permit request. day, a Naples Daily News editorial declared, “We haven’t seen an example
“We don’t want to interfere with the Smallwood property, or the of developer hardball like this in some time.”
museum. We also have offered to pay any down time at the store they
The April 29 edition of the area’s bi-weekly Mullet Rapper newspaper
experience from the new access construction. We have been working on carried a front page letter from 11-year-old Chokoloskee native Tori
this project with the Department of Environmental Protection and the Wells: “Dear Buyer & Destroyer of Mamie Street,” it began, “You have
Army Corps for two and a half years.
demolished the land where I and all my family and friends have been

Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki

Mamie Street began as a dirt path and, over time, became an asphalt two lane maintained by Collier County.

Peter B. Gallagher

Mamie Street today: a pile of rubble and debris leading up to the Smallwood Store.
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UDLVHG7RGD\ZDVWKH¿UVWWLPH,VDZWKHIHQFH\RXSXWXSDQG,FULHG
That road is our heritage and because of you, it is no longer there.”
In early May, state DEP spokeswoman Dee Ann Miller announced
a site inspection of the Mamie Street incident, declaring her agency
never permitted work on the property’s interior. With the OK of his
peers on the Commission, Coletta met in person with FGG. He came
away disappointed: “I gave them every opportunity to build that road
back, without going to court. They are in a negative situation. It’s
unbelieveable but they chose to destroy the goodwill of the people of
Chokoloskee.
“It is unbelievable that people of such high caliber – former public
servants, a clerk of courts, respected attorneys – would do this.”
FGG’s Blackman told Coletta he would sell the property for $3
million – twice what they paid for it – and walk away: “Here’s a perfect
opportunity to make Ms. McMillan happy, make everyone happy,” he
told Naples Daily News.
Coletta was insulted: “They made a land purchase and got hit by
the recession. Period. They are between a rock and a hard place. They
FDQ QHYHU GHYHORS LW )RXU RXW RI ¿YH &RXQW\ &RPPLVVLRQHUV PXVW
DJUHH RQ D ]RQLQJ FKDQJH , FDQ DVVXUH \RX WKDW DLQ¶W JRQQD KDSSHQ
They made a bad deal. I don’t see us as the entity that’s going to have
to bail them out.”
“Besides, the County does not have $3 million. No one is going to
buy it at that price. I met with them. We had a hell of a talk. Here were
all the cards on the table. I told them, open the access to the Smallwood
Store, and then we’ll talk about everything else. They said, essentially,
‘See you in court.’”
FGG’s Kelly calls Coletta “Foghorn Leghorn,” after the old
pompous Warner Brothers rooster: “I can assure you we do not want
to be where we are right now. But ol’ Commissioner Foghorn’s got us
pegged as three headed monsters. The County Attorney told him we
were legal, but he jumped in screaming and hollering, anyway. Wait
till we get him under oath in a deposition. I’m sick and tired of him
trashing us in the newspapers, trying to get re-elected. People will soon
¿QGRXW7KLVJX\LVDUHDOSLHFHRIZRUN´
On Tuesday, May 10, angry Commissioners directed the County
Attorney to join the Smallwood Store in a suit against FGG for cutting
access to the Store. They want Mamie Street restored. Commissioner
Fred Coyne said he wanted to “smack (Blackman) upside the head with
a two-by-four.”
7KH&RXQW\6PDOOZRRGVXLWZDVRI¿FLDOO\¿OHG0D\FRQWHQGLQJ
that for more than 70 years access to the store was provided using the
portion of Mamie Street on FGG property. The suit goes on to say the
street was constructed by a government entity and has been maintained

by the County staff for more than seven years. Coletta produced
GRFXPHQWVDQGDVWDWHPHQWIURPIRUPHU&RXQW\WUDI¿FHQJLQHHU*HRUJH
Archibald, who claimed that Mamie Street was a County road and is
public.
7KHVXLWEHIRUH-XGJH+XJK+D\HVLVVFKHGXOHGIRUD¿UVWKHDULQJ
Sept. 8 at the Collier County Courthouse. In a letter to Collier County
RI¿FLDOV DXWKRU 3HWHU 0DWWKLHVHQ HORTXHQWO\ VWDWHV &KRNRORVNHH¶V
public sentiment: “On whose watch does this insanity occur? Who will
be the Judge and Sheriff and the County Commissioners whose names
ZLOOEHEURQ]HGRQWKHDQQDOVRILQIDP\IRUHYHUGHVSLVHGDVWKHIRROLVK
ones who opened the door?”
A month later, a Collier County judge ordered FGG to open access
to William and Patricia Vaughn’s home. FGG obliged and moved their
IHQFHDIHZIHHWMXVWHQRXJKWRVTXHH]HDYHKLFOHIURP&KRNRORVNHH
Drive and the 200 feet to the Vaughn’s front step. Inside the boarded
Smallwood Store, dust is accumulating on the artifacts, the wood is
creaking with the wind. Money saved over the years to do structural
repairs on the Store has now gone to the McMillin attorneys. A
committee is meeting Sept. 14 to discuss a fundraising event.
On July 29, a large package arrived at Lynn McMillin’s door. It
was the USACOE application decision. Denied. The document invited
McMillin to resubmit if the situation changed.
Ironically, on Aug. 2, the area celebrated the unveiling of four
new Neighborhood Watch signs in the communities of Everglades
City, Chokoloskee, Plantation Island and Copeland. “Neighborhood
Watch? It’s a little late for that. Someone should have been watching
the neighborhood when those bone-heads came down and took out that
road,” said bar owner Leebo. “Everybody’s talking about this.”
“Well how DO these guys continue to get away with this,” a
customer asked: “I mean, if the Sheriff won’t help, if the County don’t
care, isn’t it time for frontier justice? How come a group of good ole
boys don’t just go out and do a ‘Mr. Watson’ on those guys?
Leebo looked up with a sad look on his face, voice real low. “Now,
if I accidently touch you, I might go to jail. That’s the times we live in.
You can sneak in town and take up a road. But you can’t look a man in
the eye.”
“The reason they don’t do a ‘Mr. Waston’ on those boys is it’s not
the 1880s anymore, son. Hell, the 1880s are long gone. They’ve been
gone since around 1994.”
“You kill Mr. Watson today, they’ll put you in jail.”
Next issue – Part II: “Showdown at the Collier County Courthouse.”

Peter B. Gallagher

Bar owner “Leebo” says times have changed in the Last Frontier: “You kill Mr. Watson
today, they’ll put you in jail.”

Atilano Nunez

Atilano Nunez

There are Seminole jackets, dolls, Florida books and more on display, and available for purchase, at the Smallwood Store
Museum . . . when it is open.

Today, the Store looks very much like it did before it closed in 1982. It reopened in 1989 as a Museum. It is ﬁlled with Florida
Indian artifacts, from the Calusa to the Seminole.
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