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Remembering Candy Oneva Smith
By Libby Blake

HOLLYWOOD - Juanita Osceola and family,
with support from Council Representative David Cypress,
held the 5t Annual Candy Osceola Memorial Pool
Tournament last weekend at the Hollywood Recreation
Gym.

Baxley Retires

The two-day event, held Friday and Saturday,
included divisions for both men and women, boys and
girls, and seniors. Pool sharks (and some guppies) from all
over Seminole Country turned out to honor Candy and her
family and to try for the $600 first place prize.

Friday night the festivities got underway with the
youth and seniors. Competition was fierce but friendly as
the players grabbed their sticks to shoot in the one game,
double elimination tournaments.

Previous tournament winners felt the heat as they
tried to rise to the top of the brackets. Some made it; some
fell by the wayside as play continued into the early morn-
ing hours. This made it kind of tough on the parents who
had to return on Saturday at 10 a.m. for their own divi-
sions. (Veterans of the game and these events know that
lack of sleep is a given.)

Play continued on Saturday until early evening
for the top five positions in each division. Food and bever-
ages to help sustain the players and the audience were pro-
vided throughout the tournament by Sonny’s Hogies.
Commemorative T-shirts were available for those wanting

See CANDY, page 13

Guard, Indians Try
To Forge New Ties

By Michael Reed
Reprint from St. Augustine Record

In an effort of reconciliation between the United
States government and American Indians, laws were
passed years ago requiring every government agency to
consult with federally-recognized tribes.

Now various tribes and the Florida National
Guard are coming together to preserve American Indian
historic and cultural sites.

Last weak, the Florida National Guard held con-
sultations with six tribes, Col. Jeff Hetherington said it was
the right thing to do.

“I should say we’re off to an excellent start, and
the consultations went very well.”

The guard, aided by American Indians, will try to
protect important sites on the land it manages, which
includes the 73,000-acre Camp Blanding training grounds
near Starke

Tribal representatives at the meeting were given a
tour of Camp Blanding.

Brig. Gen. Jimmy Watson said the tribes have not
identified any important sites on the guard’s property, but
important sites may be found in the future.

Patricia Wickman, historic preservation chair for

See GUARD, page 3

Children Of Children
b [

Oneva Baxley on her way to take it easy.

By Janice Billie

BRIGHTON — As of May 4,
Brighton Cattle and Range and Seminole
Tribe Board lost one of its most depend-
able and dedicated employees to retire-
ment. After 23 years starting as a recep-
tionist and retiring as the departments’
accounts payable/bookkeeper, Oneva
Smith Baxley put in her last day as a
Tribal employee on Friday.

At a luncheon in her honor held
at the Lakeport Lodge, Oneva was com-
mended by her supervisor, Cattle and
Range Program Director Don Robertson,
as an outstanding employee who could be
relied upon to work hard and conscien-
tiously on any task asked of her. “After
23 years, Oneva is like part of the foun-
dation here at Cattle and Range and we
are all sad to see her go, but we wish her
only the best,” said Robertson. Seminole
Board Operations Manager, Carolyn
Billie presented Oneva with a gold watch
and bracelet set from President Mitchell
Cypress’ Office and the Board of

See ONEVA, page 3

Keep Hoof And
Mouth Disease
Out Of Florida

° °
Fifteen Months And A New Life Later ™
TALLAHASSEE — The United
States has regulations to prevent the intro-
By Michael James ty and knowledge into power. Her mission remains duction of Hoof and Mouth Disease into
BRIGHTON — Fifteen months.... that’s how steadfast. her boundaries but so did many currently
long it’s been since Josephine Villa sat down with the In January 2000, Josephine began the monu- affected countries. HMD has been diag-
Seminole Tribune to tell the grievous story of how her mental task of getting a new kidney by beginning a bat- nosed in 34 countries in the past 18
struggle with diabetes nearly ended her life when she tery of medical tests that would last nearly six months. months. The latest outbreaks were report-
was robbed of the function of her ed in Great Britain, Northern Ireland,
kidneys and forced to begin life Argentina and France. The only conti-

sustaining dialysis in 1999. For
five days in December 1999 she
underwent lifesaving emergency
dialysis. Her salvation Josephine
told the Tribune was, “God’s way
of telling me that I had a mission
to accomplish.”
It was an unforgettable
interview whose tone and mood
Missy Huff and Candice Fimmer was set by remarkable ambiva-
. lence. Fear and courage, despair
By Michael James

and hope, these were the feelings
. OKEECHOBEE — On Thursday, May 10th the )¢ presided as Josephine bravely
Brighton students, grades 6th through 9th, were introduced  {,1d her story in the hope that shé
to a photograph exhibit and riveting testimonies discussing  .qu1d impact others before it was
an increasing problem facing our youth in this country too late. Back then she was scared
today - children having children. This lesson in life began |4t for herself but for others ’
at a luncheon where guest speakers from the Brighton whom she feared might be harbor-

community shared with the group their own testimonies of  jng the misconception that dialysis

nents free of the disease are North
America, Australia and the Antarctica.

All cloven-hoofed animals are
susceptible. In Florida those include
domesticated cattle, sheep, goats, pigs,
and buffalo. Wildlife, both exotic and
native Florida species, are suspect.

If you suspect a disease problem,
report it immediately to a veterinarian or
an animal health officer. Early detection
of HMD is critical; the virus is fast
spreading. More than likely 100 percent
of animals in an exposed herd will
become ill; younger animals are more
susceptible to death than older animals.

Inspect your animals daily for
tell-tale signs of HMD blisters around the
mouth and muzzle, which cause slobber-
ing and drooling. Raw patches or ulcers

being teen parents. A Seminole Tribune reporter, who was some sort of alternative that = i i o and sores may develop around the ani-
became a parent at 19, discussed the inability to establish  ;y1d be consciously opted for as — mal’s utter causing mastitis; blisters on
an identity for himself and how he literally lost his child- 5 alternative to good diabetes Josephine Villa with daughter Micki. the feet will cause lameness. Infected ani-
hood. Instead of going to college, he became a father and management. Then and now dialy- mals will not drink, eat or walk and will
husband working two jobs. He did not return to college sis remains in her own words. “painful, just awful, a last ~ The tests would determine if she could be an organ lose weight rapidly. Cattle and swine will
until he was 36 years old. He also spoke about the reper- resort that should be avoided at all costs.” recipient. There were tests on her heart, her lungs, and show signs of HMD within two to seven
cussions of parents who marry at a young age and divorce, Today, the pain is gone for Josephine thanks to  indeed all organ systems of her body. She even had a days. Sheep and goats may only show

See CHILDREN, page 2 2 1N€W kidney and her uncommon ability to turn adversi- See VILLA, page 4 See HOOF, page 13
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“Please God, I’m only 17”

sticking out all over. Strange, that I couldn’t feel anything.

*Barbara Secody

It’s prom time again, and young students are out there
‘having fun’ — doing the things that young people do these days.
Even kids that do not use drugs or drink are still at risk, because
there are a greater number of those out there who do. Those are
the people who are going to be at the wheel, and who will be
sharing the roads with your kids. Each year throughout the
United States, young people are killed on their prom night
through either reckless behavior on their part or on the part of
others — as well as at the hands of a drunk driver.

Through the years, young people have become more
aware of the dangers of prom night and have taken measures to
ensure their safety. Some prom goers even pool their resources
and hire a limo. At approximately $40 per hour, it is a small
price to pay for peace of mind. Others select a “designated driv-
er” — someone who they can depend on to stay sober throughout
the evening. Even with these precautionary measures, tragedy
still occurs on prom night, but all attempts by everyone to do
their part have greatly reduced the number of deaths in recent

years.

Many years ago, Abigail Van Buren (“Dear Abby”)
printed a piece in her column about a young person who had
tragically died in a senseless car accident. It has been reprinted -
with her permission through the years, and has had a tremendous
impact on readers everywhere. It goes as follows:

Please, God, I’'m on 17

The day I died was an ordinary school day. How I wish
I had taken the bus! But I was too cool for the bus. I remember
how I wheedled the car out of Mom. “Special favor,” I pleaded. -

“All the kids drive!’

When the 2:50 bell rang, I threw all my books in the
locker. I was free until 8:40 tomorrow morning. I ran to the park-
ing lot, excited at the thought of driving a car and being my own

boss. Free!

It doesn’t matter how the accident happened. I was
goofing off — going too fast — taking crazy chances. But I was
enjoying my freedom and having fun. The last thing I remem-
bered was passing an old lady who seemed to be going too slow.
I heard a deafening crash and felt a terrible jolt. Glass and steel
flew everywhere. My whole body seemed to be turning inside

out. I heard myself scream.

can’t be dead!

Please!

Hey! Don’t pull that sheet over my head! I can’t be
dead. I’'m only 17. I have a date tonight. I’m supposed to grow
up and have a wonderful life — and I haven’t even lived yet: |

Later, I was placed in a drawer at the morgue. My folks
have to identify me. Why did they have to see me like this? Why
did I have to look at Mom’s eyes when she had to face the most
terrible ordeal of her life? Dad suddenly looked like an old man.
He told the man in charge, “Yes, he is my son.”

The funeral was a weird experience. I saw all my rela-
tives and friends walk toward the casket. They passed by, one by
one, and looked at me with the saddest eyes I've ever seen.
Some of my buddies were crying. A few of the girls touched my
hand and sobbed as they walked away.

— Somebody!
here! I can’t bear to see my mom and dad so broken up. My
grandparents are so racked with grief they can hardly walk. My
brother and sisters are like zombies — they move like robots. In a

— Wake me up! Get me out of

daze, everybody! No one can believe it, either.

Please don’t bury me — I’'m not dead! I have a lot of liv-
ing to do! I want to laugh and run again. I want to sing and
dance. Please don’t put me in the cold, dark ground! I promise if
you give me just one more chance, God, I’ll be the most careful
driver in the whole world. All I want is one more chance.

Please, God, I’'m only 17!

Although this story will touch the hearts of those who
read it — as it always does, unfortunately, some of those will not
heed the warnings and will meet a similar demise. The article is

old — written long before crack cocaine, ecstasy, acid and the

myriad of other “designer drugs” became the main attraction at
teen functions. Today, parents have to worry - not only about
drinking and driving — but about all the other stuff kids are into.

There is no sure fire way to protect your children, but

a long, long time.

Seminole Tribune

Suddenly I awakened; it was very quiet, and a police
officer was standing over me. Then I saw a doctor. My body was
mangled and saturated with blood. Pieces of jagged glass were

let them know over and over again — until you are both blue in
the face - how important it is for them to exercise caution. Let
them know you care — and remind them of the good life that lies
ahead for them to enjoy — a life you want to share with them for

— Barbara Secody is a freelance writer for the

VAT, letters/e-mail AV

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024

Dear Mr. Billie,

We were glad we could help in a
small way with your canoe presentation at
Eastside High School in Gainesville on
March 29, and we were honored by your
visit to the Florida Museum of Natural
History to see the Hall of South Florida
People and Environments, which will
open to the public in 2002.

During your visit, you mentioned
that the thatching job on a structure in one
of our exhibits “would not hold water”
(reported in Seminole Tribune, April 13).
Museum exhibit coordinator Darcie
MacMahon and I spoke to our thatchers
about the style they had chosen to make
sure they had good reasons.

They learned the “weaving” style
(weaving the palm leaves around the
purlins) from the Maya people in the
Yucatan, who use the style whenever nails
are not available. It result in a tighter,
thicker thatch (50 % more palm leaves are
used) and water does not permeate the
thickness of the thatch. The “S-curve” of
the woven stems is very strong and resists
wind better than the straight-stem style.
They say even resort hotels use this
woven style on large structures that are
placed on windy beaches.

Because the structure in our
exhibit is supposed to represent a Calusa
Indian house of the 1500s, the thatchers
knew it would have been built without
nails, so that’s why they used the “no
nail” style favored by Mayan people
instead of the modern Seminole style.

We appreciated your visit and
your comments, and we hope you will
come back to see the exhibit when it is
completed next year.

Sincerely,

William H. Marquardt

Curator in Archaeology

Dear Editor:

The story of the Seminoles found
on Andros is Hollywood (industry) mate-
rial.

There is a dramatic story, plots,
and much more that creates a great motion
picture, if handled properly. Such a
motion picture would definitely draw
great attention to the Seminole Tribe, its
history, and attractions.

I was very much drawn by the
story, although I have read much about
the Seminoles, in English and Russian.
Imagine the effect on those Americans,
Asians, and Europeans who do not know
much about the Seminoles (or know noth-
ing), and then see a movies that tells the
story of Native Americans escaping tyran-
ny; pirates, seafaring, storms, adventures,
new land, struggles, tragedies, triumphs.
The movies should also tell about the
Seminole history in Florida; this is the
story of those who had remained, their
wars against the invaders, their victories.

I 'am glad to read the Tribune
after an absence due to some projects that
kept me very busy. As one of many
Russian-Americans, who read the story of
the Seminoles in Cpt. Mein Reid’s won-
derful book, I wish the Tribe well, and
hope to visit again and again.

Paul Stonehill

California

Dear Seminole Tribe;
I was just wondering what did
you all eat in the swamp?
Jody Kay
Anbabyface@aol.com

Dear Jodi-Kay;
We ate plenty of garfish, mud-

fish, bass, bream and turtles from the
canals. Vegetables we grew in our gar-
dens such as pumpkin, corn, beans,
sweet potatoes, etc. We also survived off
the deer, bear, panther, wild hogs, rabbit
or squirrel. As well as many swamp
birds; wood ibis, curlew, anhingas.
Paul Buster (Cowbone)

Editor,

My name is Larry Rempala. [ am
a Boy Scout leader that is involoved in the
Order of the Arrow(Elgixin Chapter). We
are a sub-organization of honored campers
that tries to follow the ways of American
Indians. Being from Florida we are mostly
interested in the Seminole Tribe. Many of
our boys make their own Seminole patch
work type long shirts and dance in compe-
tition. They have won many regional
competitions. I was wondering if there are
videos available of Seminole Stomp
Dance or other dances available for view-
ing by non-Indians so our scouts can pol-
ish their skills and stay fresh in thier
dance. Thank you.

Larry Rempala

Irempala@worldnet.att.net

You can contact Seminole
Braodcasting at 954-967-3417, Library at
954-989-6840 and ask for Diane Diaz at
ext. 1225 or Peggy Davis at the Museum
at 954-792-0745.

Editor,

Hello my name is Antonio Vindel
and I would like to get your position on
the following topic; I understand there is
an ongoing debate as to the offending
nature of sports nicknames such as,
Indians, Redskins, etc. I thought I’d
research it by asking your opinion on the
matter. I would like to hear arguments on
both sides of the issue from Native
Americans and their reasons for taking
offense or feeling indifferent perhaps
because some may feel there are better
causes to address. Your opinions will be
most gratefully received. Thank you.

Antonio Vindel

pastgovi@aol.com

I personally don’t feel any
offense or any bitterness towards the use
of Native American names, as long as it
is used within reason!

“Cowbone”

Editor,

Hi this is Katie G. and I’m doing
a research project on the Tribe and I was
wondering if you have any information on
what Tribal homes look like and what
they use to build them.

Katie Grant

hockeygirl2188@hotmail.com

Most of the Tribal members live
in modern (cbs) homes today. But, thirty
years ago or earlier most all of the
Seminole lived in chickees (thatched roof
huts).

Chickees are made from Cypress
wood for the frame or structure and
topped with palmetto fronds from the
Sabal palm tree. The frame is nailed
together and the fronds are tacked onto
the wood with smaller nails. Hope this
helps you.

“Cowbone”

Editor,

My dog, Coby has an open
wound which is through the skin on his
right upper front paw. The wound is get-
ting larger and he is limping. He’s had it

tribune@semtribe.com

for 9 months. I have tried head gear (like
a lamp shade), antibiotics, hot pepper, bit-
ter herbs, electric shock with a charged
collar each time he started to chew, band-
ages, creams, etc. Nothing keeps him
from chewing on it. There are no evident
ticks, ant bites, etc. We are in Orlando,
Florida. Have you any advice? Can you
refer a Native American Animal Doctor or
Shaman? Thank you for showing compas-
sion.

Clark (Flying Eagle-Manitou)

McClelland, Honorary
Member

Lakota Sioux Nation

clark@logia.net

My dad used to use an old
Indian medicine to remedy the wound.
The medicine was first used for humans
(Seminoles) during war times in the
early 1800°s. When the men were injured
the medicine was concocted and applied.

I saw my dad perform that medi-
cine on my dog, which accidentially got
shot during a hunt.

But, other than that I really
have no advice except we used to use a
motor oil (well used) on the affected area
on the dog - maybe it might help, but
don’t hold it against me.

“Cowbone”

Editor,

Does the Seminole Tribe have
any legends of dangerous animals or
Deities? Something to scare children. I’'m
currently writing a fictional novel, and it
takes place in Florida. I would never want
to offend you by misrepresenting your
beliefs or traditions. Also, I am not plan-
ning to write something silly about a
Native American legend coming to pass
and taking out it’s vengeance, that’s been
done too many times with poor results
(my opinion).

Richard P. Buoye

rbuoye@mediaone.net

Most of our stories and legends
are told to our children. The stories are
not told to scare anyone; there may be
some stories that might get the children
to quiet down and retire for the evening.

Our stories and legends are told
in Miccosukee language, it can be trans-
lated to English, but, it doesn’t really
have any punch to it. It’s not as dramatic
or it’s not as humorous. No wonder we
can’t have any fun in English.

“Cowbone”

Editor,

Can you discribe the hunting,
fishing and farming? What did they typi-
cally eat? What did they do for recreation
activities, crafts and games in the 1700’s?

Mirnamorice@aol.com

Hunting - get a rifle and some
ammunition, go out in the woods where
you would most likely see an animal.
Fishing - If you have a boat and fishing
gear (gig) you go out to ponds or water-
ways.

Farming - farm tractors and
equipment would come in handy and a
good fertile land. Before such was avail-
able hand made tools were used in our
gardens.

Of the many wildlife that were
part of our menu were; Wood ibis, Water
turkey, Ironheads, garfish, turtles, mud-

fish.
Crafts - learning to either sew,
beadwork, basketry or woodcarving.
“Cowbone”

Virginia Mitchell

Oosha nit oogen kahum pahshim (otter playing in water)

Children

Continued from page 1

and the impact that decision has on the
children. Jo Johns, Youth Coordinator at
Brighton, spoke about the loss of freedom
and how your life becomes entirely about
your children. She emphasizes that she
has no regrets, but it is very, very difficult
at a young age. Dianne Smith, who
became a parent at 15, also described her
life at that time and how difficult it was
being a teen mother. Preston Baker, who
became a father at 20, and dearly loves
children, spoke and commented that he
never thought he would be a speaker dis-
cussing teen parenthood. From a different
perspective, Rita Gopher who became a
mother at 25 also explained the difficul-
ties of being an older mother. The mes-
sage is taking responsibility, protecting
yourself and having protected sex.

Photographer Michael Nye is an
artist whose candid portraits reveal the
intense and often poignant lives of his
subjects. His passion for photography
has taken him around the world record-
ing images of men, women and chil-
dren from troubled and impoverished
areas in Siberia, Mexico, Iraq, China
and elsewhere. He is an attorney who
received his Doctor of Jurisprudence in
1977 and practiced law for 7 years
before deciding to pursue photography
full time in 1984. His Children of
Children, Portraits and Stories of
Teenage Parents introduces individuals
ranging in age from 12 to 100 whose
lives have been effected by teenage
pregnancy. The powerful exhibit fea-
tures 50 black and white portraits
accompanied by audio stories, narrated
by the individual in the photograph.
Children of Children does not con-
demn, condone, or romanticize teenage
pregnancy; rather it explores the reali-
ties of teenage pregnancy and parent-
ing in our society.

Frozen in time, the images
capture a significant life altering
moment as the subjects appear in the
camera’s eye and ask you to under-
stand. The photographs are more than
static images. An audio narrative
recorded by the person in the photo,
drawing you into his or her life accompa-
nies each. In simple and eloquent detail,
these narratives address many of the com-
plex issues-family, culture, religion, trust,
money, poverty, guilt, abuse, responsibili-
ty, support and education-just to name a
few

Michael James

Teen pregnancy is not a simple
issue of good or bad, right or wrong, do
or don’t. It is a very complex issue that
involves many people, events and deci-
sions. The statistics in this country are
staggering. The United States has the
highest rates of teen pregnancy and births
in the Western industrialized world. Teen
pregnancy costs at least $7 billion each
year due to medical and health care costs,
incarceration expenses, public assistance,
foster care, social services, childcare costs
and education. Florida alone spent almost
$2.5 billion on expenditures to support
families begun by teens, but only $11.5
million on investments to prevent preg-
nancy. Imagine if that money were avail-
able for other things...education, housing,
job training, medical research or crime
prevention.

In Okeechobee County from
1997 to 1999, 312 young women ages 15-
19 became mothers. For the same 3 years,
6 new mothers from Okeechobee were
age 14 or under. Twenty-three of these
teen mothers gave birth for a second time
within their teen years. In 1997-1999,
13.26% of Okeechobee’s total births were
to teens under the age of 19.

The consequences of teen preg-
nancy are about more than money and
costs involved. When a child is born to an
adolescent, life is often more difficult for
the child and the parents. Teen mothers
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and fathers are often ill equipped physi-
cally or financially to bear and nurture
healthy children.

Compared to mothers who delay
childbearing until age 20 or 21 mothers
age 17 and younger spend more time as
single parents, are less likely to complete
high school and go on to college and are
more likely to rely on public assistance or
work in low paying jobs. Children born to
teen mothers are more likely to be born
prematurely and be of low birth weight,
have childhood problems, be abused or
neglected and do poorly in school.

Children of adolescent parents
receive less medical care, are less likely
to complete high school, live in homes of
poorer quality than children of older par-
ents, and daughters of teen mothers are
more likely to become teen mothers them-
selves.

Many factors contribute to teen
childbearing. Research and experience
have identified some key factors: Poverty,
most teen parents are from low-income

Rita Gopher giving her testimony.

families or live in areas of poverty;
School performance, poor academic per-
formance is often a precursor to teen
pregnancy. Many teens drop out of school
before they become pregnant. Family
background is also a key factor. Children
of teen mothers are more likely to become
teen parents. Siblings of teen parents are
more likely to become teen parents.

Family background of domestic
violence, substance abuse or divorce can
increase the risk of teen pregnancy. Also
sexual abuse or victimization links teen
pregnancy, especially in cases of sexual
pressure or sexual coercion. Teen use of
alcohol, drugs and tobacco is also associ-
ated with sexual risk taking. Youth with
behavior problems and those who are
homeless incarcerated or in foster care
have high rates of early pregnancy. A key
factor is the lack of knowledge. Teens
often do not have the information or sup-
port systems to delay sexual activity.
Finally, peer pressure. Many teen feel
pressured by their friends and peers to
become sexually active.

The choice to become a statistic
is a result of the choices people make.
Life is full of changes, disappointments,
decisions, frustrations and opportunities to
make mistakes. However, everyone can
avoid mistakes...at least a lot of mistakes,
as well as the pain that follows. Make a
conscious choice to live happy, healthy
and fulfilling lives. If you are faced with
any of these factors, there is help for you.
Seek help, get smart, and stay healthy.
Most of all discuss your situation.
Carefully examine the consequences of
the choices you make.

Remember prevention is the key.
Above all. Love and Respect Yourself!

The Seminole Tribune
is a member of the Native American
Journalists Association, the Florida
Press Club and the Associated Press.
Letters/e-mails to the Editor must be
signed and may be edited for publica-
tion. Subscription rate is $25 per year
by mail. Make checks payable to The
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling Rd.,
Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: (954)
967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. Or
subscribe on the Internet at
www.seminoletribe.com

© Seminole Tribe of Florida
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“Captain” Tom Tiger Was Second
Seminole To Meet An US President

called, was a well-known Seminole in the Kissimmee area.

The authoress Minnie Moore-Willson was a great fan of
his and provided interesting anecdotal information on his life in
The Seminoles of Florida published in 1896.Tom was a Wildcat
clan member, Grandfather to Agnes and Mary Parker, Betty Mae
and Howard Tiger (Snake clan).

Recently, due to the diligent efforts of historian Dr. Joe
Knetsch, I was forwarded a microfilmed newspaper article which
provided a piece of relatively unknown information involving
Tom Tiger, just in time to be included in Betty Mae Jumper’s
publication: A Seminole Legend: The Life of Betty Mae Tiger
Jumper by Betty Mae Jumper and Patsy West (University Press
of Florida, Fall 2001).

Southern Florida’s first efforts into draining off the shal-
low Everglades system began in the Kissimmee area. There in
April 1883, United States President Chester A. Arthur visited and
was wined and dined on the newly refurbished river boat the
“Okeechobee” by an official of the Okeechobee Land and
Improvement Company. Two years earlier, the OLIC had
received permission from the State of Florida to reclaim a tract
of submerged land totaling 12 million acres in Polk, Brevard,
Manatee, Monroe and Dade Counties (these are the old, larger
counties prior to the creation of others that exist today). The land
to be reclaimed was larger than the states of Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New Jersey, and Maryland.

The agenda was to explain Florida’s revolutionary
drainage program to the President. Was he a possible investor?
The news article enthusiastically noted of the drainage project,
“If successful, as it promises to be, it will make the men who are

interested in it rich!” The drainage would provide for the cultiva-

Tom Tiger, or “Captain” Tom Tiger as he was most often

tion of “sugar cane, rice, oranges and other fruit.” Drainage
would also create new pastures for the State’s cattle interests
which at that time, provided for a large Cuban market in beeves,
including “fighting bulls for the arenas of Havana.” Many of the
company’s stockholders were Philadelphians others were from
England. The President was told that settlers coming from lowa
were prepared to begin the cultivation of sugarcane on parts of
the newly reclaimed land.

The smaller boat the “Mary Belle” full of reporters fol-
lowed the President’s party on the “Okeechobee”. The steamer
“Gertrude” provided wood fuel for the “Okeechobee.” Through
natural channels, lakes, and drainage channels cut by the
Improvement Company’s dredges, the party made their way
southwards towards

Lake Okeechobee. Because of the newly dredged water-
way, a boat 100 feet long and 22 feet wide was being built to
make the run from Kissimmee City to Lake Okeechobee.

The President’s party made a landing at Fort Gardner
“as it was learned that some Indians were expecting the
President’s arrival.” It was Captain Tom Tiger and his two wives,
Mary and Mollie who met the boat. Tom smoked a cigar with the
President and accepted a jack knife from the Secretary of the
Navy. The President gave Tom’s baby (doubtless one of Ada
Tiger’s older brothers) 25 cents. While communication was at a
minimum, this meeting appears to have been the first between a
Florida Seminole and the President of the United States since the
1852 when Billy Bowlegs visited Washington, D. C. on his trip
to New York City as the guest of a “removal expert” prior to the
onset of the Third Seminole War in 1855.

— Reflection Number 189

lunch of fried chicken and all the

Seniors Mothers Day Celebration

By Janice Billie

BIG CYPRESS — The
beloved Seniors of the Big Cypress
community gathered at the Henry
Osceola Senior Citizens Building to
celebrate Mother’s Day on May 11.
From 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. they lis-
tened to gospel music provided by
Jonah Cypress, Noah Jim and Joe
Billie. Ruby Osceola and Sadie
Cypress joined in and sang several
hymns with the band. Along with
the music the seniors were served a

group.

viding the gifts and lunch.

fixings. Gifts that included towels,
sewing boxes, decorative jars were
distributed to the mothers in the

Site Manager, Mary Lou
Cypress organized and facilitated
the gathering. She said it was well
worth all the effort to see the sen-
iors come over and enjoy the spe-
cial occasion. She thanked
Councilman David Cypress for pro-

Janice Billie

ie Bllhe on Mothers Day

Agnes Cypress and

Oneva
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Directors. She also commended Oneva for
a job well done and for her long term ded-
ication. “She was always there and would
do anything you asked her to do, just
extremely dependable,” remarked
Carolyn. Brighton Board Representative,

Alex Johns awarded her a trip to Hawaii
for two in appreciation for serving the
Seminole Tribe for so many years.

When asked how she came to
work for Cattle and Range Oneva says, “It
was back around 1987 after my son Neil
was born. My brother Fred Smith was
President of the Board of Directors at that
time and one day he called me up and
asked if I would come over and answer
the phones because everyone was going to

Corn Dance and someone needed to be
there. I thought it was just for the day or a
couple of days at the most but it turned
out to be 23 years!”

As for her future plans Oneva
says she’s considering a part time job as
the cultural language teacher at the pre-
school but has no definite plans. She
wants to enjoy the days as they come and
“just take it easy.”

Entering Into Fourth Year Of Drought

By Tommy Benn

TALLAHASSEE — With this being the fourth season
of uncommon drought the losses to Florida cattle
ranchers and farmers are recorded in the millions of dollars. An
estimated $600 million of loss in the past four years due to the
states prolonged drought.

The biggest losses have been in field crops, corn, cot-
ton, peanuts, soybeans, and hay. These field crops are mostly
grown in Northern Florida, and the Panhandle areas of the state.
Many of the farms in this region of the state are without irriga-
tion systems. Decline in sales of nearly $300 million dollars
reached in 1996 has hit these growers hard over the past four
years. Farmers with irrigation systems are finding it too expen-

sive to plant and harvest a crop. Due to the cost of running
pumps, etc. as the price of fuel is skyrocketing out of sight too.

Crop losses and declining sales have effected other
Florida producers and their annual income. Attributable to the
prolonged drought includes Citrus some $85 million, Pasture $80
million, livestock $45 million in losses, vegetables / truck crops
$40 million and watermelon sales have dropped $36 million over
the past four years.

Locally Lake Okeechobee out major water reserve is at
its lowest level point in over 35 years at less than 10 foot. A tall
man could possibly walk across the 38-mile wide lake without
much trouble.

Big Cypress Swine Club

BIG CYPRESS — Amidst the
busy campaign speeches and dinners on
each of the Seminole Tribal
reservations, children and
parents at Big Cypress had
an appreciation dinner for
Benny and Robin Hernandez
for the toil and hard work
that they’ve shown for the
Big Cypress community on
Saturday, May 12, 2001.

Benny gave an out-
standing speech as he
received his beautiful plaque
for his untiring service to the
community.

Robin was speech-
less due to overwhelming
applause and a standing ova-
tion, yet she made her way through the

her plaque also.

COWBONE
“I Caught that Wild Hog” is another of

standing room only crowd and received

They had grilled T-bone
steaks, chicken and many,
many sides that the par-
ents brought. Everyone
had their fill and then
some. Many filled their
plates again to take home
for future reference.

Cowbone band flew in
for the occasion and per-
formed its top hits since
last millennium for the
attendees’ enjoyment.
Songs like “Gator
Country Blues,”

many songs that was performed that after-
noon.

Amongst all the excitement in
the afternoon, accolades, worthy praises
and a pat on the back went to Cecilia
Tigertail for unselfishly working hard to
promote this appreciation dinner to
deserving people in the Big Cypress com-
munity.

Fruits of these people are already
prevalent among the children of Big
Cypress and we commend you for your
untiring labor of love. Also, many thanks
to parents who are involved with this pro-
gram. Keep doing this wonderful work
that you have dedicated yourself to fulfill.

a song You are appreciated very much!

that was inspired by Sho na bay sha
Osceola from the 1800’s, Hem mung ala ka
Cowbone

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
(SBA) WORKSHOP

JUNE 19, 2001
HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION —~ AUDITORIUM
10:00 A.M. —2:00 P.M.

The Small Business Administration (SBA) in con-
junction with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is
conducting a workshop to assist American Indian and tribal-
ly owned and operated businesses in SBA certification. The
workshop will discuss Indian Incentive Programs, provide
and instruct on financing and loan programs, among other
incentive and assistance programs.

Businesses that may be interested in bidding on or
subcontracting to perspective bidders for work involved
with the future construction of the Big Cypress Water
Conservation Plan — East Conveyance Canal are encouraged
to participate/ attend. Construction practices for this project
may include but not be limited to the following:

Surveying, Canal excavation/dike formation, Pump
station design/installation, Water control structure construc-
tion/installation, Road construction. For additional informa-

tion please contact Patti Lodge, Water Resource
Management Department, 800-683-7800, ext. 1121.
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2001 Florida Indian Youth
Program
July 15th through July 29™
Tallahassee, FL
on the campus of
Florida State University

% The year 2001 marks the 21* year of the Florida Indian
Youth Program and promises to be the best program
ever. Eligible students that complete their application

T" by May 30, 2001, can earn up to 3100. Eligible students
mecting this requirecment will carn a $50.00 completion

?‘. bonus and will have another $50.00 deposited in their
Florida Indian Youth Program bank account when they

arrive in Tallahassee for the program,
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Call 1-800-322-9186 for information and an application.
Education Counselors on the various reservations also
have applications.

A program of the

1341 Cross Creek Circle
Tallahassee, FL. 32301
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Protecting Special Places,
Protecting Our Heritage

By Tommy Benn

MIAMI — Eight National
Conference of the National Tribal
Environmental Council was
hosted by the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida
at their Hotel and

Executive Director and Karen Ware hold
down the office activities of the ten-year-
old organization. Growing every year we
strive to keep our membership aware of
all the “HOT ISSUES” quoted Ms. Ware
we can be located on

Gaming Resort, in late
April

The main
objective of the
National Tribal
Environmental
Counsel is to enhance
each tribe’s ability to
protect, preserve and
promote the wise man-
agement of air land
and water for the ben-
efit of present and
future generations.

Founded in
1991 the counsel was
formed by seven
tribes. Today’s mem-
bership record is 163
tribes strong. All dedi-
cated to working and
assisting tribes in the
protection of tribal
lands. With Alaska and
California having the most tribes enrolled.

Native American have always
held the land air and water in reverence
and are striving hard to protect the envi-
ronment even more today.

Jerry Pardilla is the organizations

Tommy Benn

Karen Ware office manager and
Executive Director Jerry Pardilla.

our web site at
www.ntec.org. Or
general email:
ntec@ntec.org Ms.
Ware and Mr.
Pardilla both reside
in Albuquerque,
New Mexico

Becky Buster
and staff have done
an unbelievable job
as our host. Billy
Cypress really rolled
out the carpet.
Touring both the
Miccosukee and
Seminole Museum
airboat rides Billie
Swamp Safari it has
been a most enjoy-
able stay. The meal
that featured both
Seminole and
Miccosukee cuisine
was extremely enjoyable too. The enter-
tainment with James Billie’s “Alligator
Tales” was another high light of the con-
ference. Sincere thanks to all those who
made our stay a memorable one.

Florida Panthers
Numbers Increase

The Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) has
tasted victory in its battle to save the
Florida panther from extinction, but not
without some costs. So far, wildlife biolo-
gists have suffered serious scratches and
bite wounds to their hands and feet — not
to mention sprained ankles; heads
slammed against trees one dislocated
shoulder and torn ligaments.

“This is a pretty rough way to
earn a living sometimes,” said Darrell
Land, head of the FWC’s panther field
research efforts in south Florida. “But it
has its rewards. There is definitely more
Florida panthers today than there were
when we first started this fieldwork back
in the early "80s. It’s a good feeling to
know we have helped reverse the decline
in the cats’ population.” Land said
researchers now estimate the Florida pan-
ther population at 60-70 animals. Twenty
years ago, the estimate was closer to 30.

FWC scientists use tranquilizer
guns to immobilize adult panthers so they
can take tissue samples and fit the ani-
mals with radio collars that enable
researchers to track the animals’ move-
ments and behavior. That’s when most of
the injuries happen. In fact, the cats some-
times are injured too. Last November and
again in April, cats sustained broken legs,
possibly during capture operations, and
had to be removed from the wild tem-
porarily for treatment and rehabilitation.
The cat that was injured in April is recov-
ering at Lowry Park Zoo at Tampa, where
it will remain for two months. Also one
cat died during the early 80’s when a tran-
quilizer dart struck an artery and released
the tranquilizer drug into the animal’s
body too rapidly.

“There were two other cats that
seemed okay after the capture but turned
up dead a short time later,” Land said.
“As unfortunate as that is, it’s not a bad
record, considering we’ve performed this
capture procedure 261 times on 104 dif-
ferent cats. We know there are risks to the
cats and risks to the researchers, but the
benefits definitely outweigh the risks.”

The FWC has developed special

capture equipment and has a wildlife vet-
erinarian at all panther captures to keep
risks to a minimum for the endangered
species. Currently, Land said, researchers
are focusing their efforts on taking tissue
samples from kittens in the dens, while
the mother cats are away.

“We can take tissue samples and
gather genetic information from 2-week-
old kittens without having to tranquilize
them or risk injuries,” Land said. “We’ve
also placed computer chips under the skin
of 94 kittens. Those chips enable us to
identify the individual animals when we
encounter them again later. We know
where the animal came from, who its par-
ents were and who its offspring and sib-
lings are.” Land said that by marking the
kittens early, scientists decrease the need
to tranquilize and collar them as adult
cats.

During the past few years, scien-
tists have released eight female Texas
cougars into the wild in south Florida to
introduce new genetic material into the
seriously inbred panther population. Three
of the cougars are still alive, and one of
them recently bore a litter of two kittens.

The Texas cats and their off-
spring are more energetic during captures.
Unlike the pure Florida cats, which tend
to climb a tree and remain in it when pur-
sued, they tend to climb down one tree
and up another, and sometimes leap from
tree to tree during the pursuit.

“Both of the cats that broke their
legs were offspring of the Texas cats,”
Land said. Thirty-six panthers and three
Texas cougars are wearing functional
radio collars at the moment. Ten others
have collars that no longer transmit radio
signals. This is very exciting news for
Seminole tribal members. Jo Johns,
Brighton Youth Coordinator, finds it very
good news. “This is great news that their
trying to preserve them and their numbers
are climbing. Panthers are an important
part of Florida’s history.” At different
times you can see the panthers on the Big
Cypress Reserve, “they are doing their
best to keep them off the highways”, says
Johns.

Tribal and FLARNG representatives surveyed Camp Blanding, the Guard’s principal training
area, from the seats of a Blackhawk helicopter. Shown (L-R) are: Asst. — Adj. Gen. Jimmy
Watson, FLARNG:; Col. Jeff Heatherington, FLARNG, Operations Manager; Alan Cook, repre-
senting Alabama-Quassarte Tribe (OK); Treva Johns, FLARNG; Joyce Bear, HPO, Muscogee
(Creek) Nation (OK); Kirk Perry, Chicksaw Nation (OK); Patricia R. Wickman, HPO,
Seminole Tribe of Florida; Rena Duncan, HPO, Chicksaw Nation (OK); Owell Sapulpa, repre-
senting Alabama-Quassarte Tribe (OK); Emmon Spain, Seminole Nation (OK); Keller George,
President, USET; and Ted Underwood, HPO, Seminole Nation (OK).

Guard
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the Seminole Tribe of Florida, said Native
Americans have been in the area for the
past 12,000 years, and there is a high
probability of finding something.

In the consultations, the tribes
gave their inputs as to what types of sites
are important to American Indians and
how to protect t