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Miss Florida Seminole
Cheyenne Kippenberger
wins Miss Indian World
represent my people and all Indigenous
People honorably.”
Family members and friends were in
the audience as was Wanda Bowers, who
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — There oversees the Tribe’s princess program and
were nerves and anticipation for days. And has been alongside Kippenberger every step
LQ WKH HQG WKH ¿QDO UHVXOW UHYHUEHUDWHG of the way.
across Indian Country.
“After all these years that I’ve been
)RUWKH¿UVWWLPHLQKLVWRU\0LVV,QGLDQ bringing my Tribal princess to compete in
World is a member of the Seminole Tribe of the Miss Indian World, it was all worth the
Florida – Miss Florida Seminole Cheyenne wait,” Bowers said. “She is an awesome
Kippenberger.
Miss Florida Seminole and now she will be
Kippenberger earned the prestigious a phenomenal Miss Indian World who will
title after months and months of preparation represent her people near and far with a big
and four days of intense (and friendly) heart and tremendous pride.”
competition among 17 contestants.
Kippenberger, from the Hollywood
The 23-year-old was crowned Miss Reservation, is now the 36th Miss Indian
Indian World April 27 at the Gathering World. She is the daughter of Joe and Susan
of Nations Powwow at Tingley Coliseum Kippenberger and a graduate of Keiser
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The University in Fort Lauderdale.
announcement came in front of a sellout
The Miss Indian World pageant – held
crowd of more than 10,000 people and 3,600 since 1984 – takes place each year at the
registered dancers from hundreds of Tribal Gathering of Nations, the world’s largest
Nations.
Native American powwow.
Kippenberger had plenty of Seminole
From its beginnings, young Native
supporters in Albuquerque, too, including American women between the ages of 18
members of Tribal Council and a group of and 25 travel from around the U.S. and
seniors from the Big Cypress Reservation, Canada to represent their tribes and compete
among others.
for the coveted crown.
“I’m feeling extremely overwhelmed
The purpose of the journey to the title
with happiness and love,” Kippenberger is to give the young women a chance to
said. “I’m so proud to be Seminole and to showcase the culture and traditions of their
have my community behind me in support. tribes. The contestants serve as cultural
I promise to hold this title proudly and ambassadors of their respective tribes and
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

Hard Rock
remains in
Ohio gaming
scene with
Cincinnati
casino
partnership
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

Hard Rock International has recently
added to its gaming presence – this time in
Ohio.
HRI has purchased JACK Cincinnati
Casino with New York City-based VICI
Properties Inc., a real estate investment trust
(REIT).
Media reports said the property was sold
to HRI and VICI for $745 million – with
VICI acquiring the land and real estate for
$558 million, while HRI bought the operating
assets of the casino for $187 million. JACK
(QWHUWDLQPHQW RI¿FLDOV VDLG LQ D VWDWHPHQW
that the purchase price was $780 million.
HRI is expected to lease the casino from
VICI for $43 million a year – eventually
rebranding it as the Hard Rock Casino
&LQFLQQDWL -$&. (QWHUWDLQPHQW RI¿FLDOV
said Hard Rock also agreed to purchase
the operations and real estate of Turfway
Park, located near Cincinnati in Florence,
Kentucky.
HRI previously operated the Hard Rock
5RFNVLQR 1RUWK¿HOG 3DUN QHDU &OHYHODQG
but it has since been rebranded as an MGM
property, now making JACK Cincinnati
Casino the sole HRI presence in Ohio.
“Hard Rock has been the No. 1 operator
in Ohio since opening in the greater Cleveland
market in 2013,” Jim Allen, chairman and
CEO of HRI said in a statement. “And now,
we look forward to introducing our unique
brand of casino entertainment to Cincinnati.”
Allen said JACK Cincinnati Casino,
ZKLFK ¿UVW RSHQHG LQ  HPSOR\V DERXW
1,000. There are about 40,000 Hard Rock
employees worldwide.
The facility is located on 22 acres in

)See HARD ROCK on page 4A

INSIDE:

of Native Americans in general. They are
expected to show poise, pride and positivity,
and work to keep the diverse cultures of
Native Peoples alive and thriving.
7RTXDOLI\LQWKH¿UVWSODFHFRQWHVWDQWV
must be of Native or Indigenous American
descent, be single with no kids, and have
never been married.
The Miss Indian World pageant has a
reputation for crowning winners who have a
deep understanding of their tribe’s traditions,
history, ancestors and culture.
Kippenberger did not disappoint in any
of those expectations.
Throughout the four-day competition,
contestants accumulate points based on how
they do in the categories of public speaking,
traditional talent, personal interview, written
essay and dance. Kippenberger garnered the
most cumulative points of all the contestants.
In addition to the title, contestants
qualify for individual awards based on their
scores. Kippenberger not only won the
overall title, but also took the top award for
best personal interview and traditional talent
– a demonstration of a traditional Seminole
hairstyling.
7KH ¿UVW UXQQHUXS ZDV &RUGHOLD )DOOV
Down of the Crow and United Keetowah
Band Tribes, Crow Agency, Montana. Other
contestants hailed from across the country
and Canada.

)See MISS INDIAN WORLD on page 11A

Gathering of Nations

Miss Florida Seminole Cheyenne Kippenberger has plenty of reasons to smile after being named Miss
Indian World on April 27 at Gathering of Nations in New Mexico.

Big Cypress celebrates Mabel T. Frank
residential community groundbreaking
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal Council
and Board members joined members of the
Big Cypress community April 11 for the
long-awaited groundbreaking of the Mabel
7 )UDQN UHVLGHQWLDO SURMHFW WKH ¿UVW ODUJH
development on the reservation.
The 71-acre community will be
comprised of 33 rental homes on quarteracre lots and 17 1.5 acre home sites. Each
of the two neighborhoods will have its own
entrance off Josie Billie Highway across
from the old bingo hall.
The development is named for Mabel T.
Frank since it will be built on the site of her
former cattle pasture. Her great-grandson
Sunny Frank remembers playing in those
pastures as a young child.
“I remember riding on horses and
watching the cowboys,” Frank said. “It
brings back a lot of good memories.”
Former cattle foreman Jonah Cypress
remembers the pasture well.
“It was Mabel and her husband Sam

Beverly Bidney

Tribal officials, Tribal members and other dignitaries turn the dirt April 11 at the groundbreaking for the largest residential development in Big Cypress.

Frank’s,” he said. “I worked her cows. Even
Mondo [Tiger] was there to help us chase
those cows.”
Like other reservations, BC has a
housing shortage. This will help to alleviate
it by allowing 50 families to relocate.
“It only took 20 years, but we’re here,”
said Big Cypress Councilman Mondo Tiger.
“We have a dire need for housing on this
reservation.”
BC Board Rep. Joe Frank concurred.
“The Tribe is suffering from growing
SDLQV´ 5HS )UDQN VDLG ³,W¶V GH¿QLWHO\
Beverly Bidney needed and I commend Council for
The Mabel T. Frank neighborhood will be easy to prioritizing this. A lot of young people are
coming up and will need housing over the
find on the Josie Billie Highway.
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next 15 years or so.”
Infrastructure construction will start
¿UVWRQWKHUHQWDOKRPHVLWHV2QFHWKHSDGV
are ready, homes will be built.
“It will take about a year to get
WKH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ¿QLVKHG´ VDLG 7ULEDO
Community Development Director of
Operations Derrick Smith. “I’d like to
FRPSOHWH WKH ¿UVW KRPHV E\ WKH WLPH WKH
infrastructure is completed. We try to work
HI¿FLHQWO\´
BC set aside about 900 acres for
development that could include residential,
commercial, health and education. The
Tribe has a list of approximately 400 Tribal
members waiting for homes on reservations.

@TheSeminoleTribune

“We want them to be able to come
back home,” said Chairman Marcellus W.
Osceola Jr. “This site has room for plenty of
development over the next 30 years.”
A video of what the Mabel T. Frank
community will look like was shown on
large screens during the ceremony.
“We had a plan for the community and
it’s happening now,” said President Mitchell
Cypress. “It’s good to be able to take care of
some people on the list.”
Tribal
Community
Development
Executive Director Derek Koger oversees
this and other projects tribalwide.

)See DEVELOPMENT on page 4A
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Native students can show
their cultural pride at
graduation

Can museums heal history’s wounds?
•Chip Colwell

skulls of two Beothuk Indians. England’s
Natural History Museum recently sent home
37 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
ancestral remains to Australia. And that’s
n the early 1920s, the director of MXVWLQWKH¿UVWIHZPRQWKVRI
the Bristol Museum in Britain
As a museum curator and scholar of
traditions, and federal law and policy
received a package containing two the repatriation movement, I am stunned
KDVUHFRJQL]HGWKHUHOLJLRXVVLJQL¿FDQFH
human skulls. The donation came from by the pace of these unfolding events,
of eagle feathers to Native peoples.
)HDWKHUVDUHJLIWHGWRPDUNVLJQL¿FDQW Alfred Hutchins. He had left England which seemed unlikely not long ago. I now
igh
school
graduation personal achievement, for leadership or seeking brighter horizons and by the late understand that the repatriation battles are
ceremonies across Oklahoma academic accomplishment, as a sign of 1800s was living in Southern California. not isolated to a few museums wrestling
will soon take place. maturity and to signify an important There he became an amateur archaeologist, with their colonial legacies. These clashes
Graduation from high school is an achievement in an educational journey. excavating Native American graves on the are fueling a war over the rights of former
HVSHFLDOO\ VLJQL¿FDQW RFFDVLRQ IRU It is done to honor the graduate and Channel Islands. He offered the museum colonial subjects and the future of museums.
Cherokee students and families.
Some art dealers and curators have
his or her family, the community and this collection, apparently in honor of his
We are thankful that Oklahoma the tribe. Culturally, receiving an eagle son, who perished during the First World recently warned that this rapidly shifting
Attorney General Mike Hunter weighed feather in recognition of high school War.
landscape may, as the German broadcaster
in last year and laid out the state’s JUDGXDWLRQFDQEHMXVWDVVLJQL¿FDQWDV
Last week in a ceremony, Bristol Deutsche Welle, put it, “eventually
protection of Native American students’ earning the diploma itself.
0XVHXP RI¿FLDOV UHWXUQHG WKH UHPDLQV empty museums and galleries in Western
right to display eagle feathers in their
Cherokees graduating high school to representatives of the Ti’at Society, a countries.” But such dire predictions portray
graduation ceremonies. In a letter, he can now enjoy the spiritual freedom maritime organization of the Tongva, whose repatriation as a zero sum game. Museums
wrote: “It is my duty both to protect to show who they are at this critical forebears lived on the four southern Channel should not see repatriation only for what is
the rights of Oklahoma citizens as juncture in their life, a time appropriately Islands and across the Los Angeles basin lost. They should also see what is gained.
provided for by law and to advise that marked with pride. The eagle feather is for thousands of years. In recent years, the
In the wake of European colonial
the Oklahoma Religious Freedom Act a powerful symbol that represents trust, Tongva and their allies, including the Fowler explorations from the 1500s onward,
generally requires public schools to honor, strength, wisdom, power and Museum at U.C.L.A., have been working to PXVHXPVZHUH¿OOHGZLWKFXULRXVEHDXWLIXO
permit Cherokee students to engage in freedom. It is an object that is deeply track down the fate of looted Tongva bodies mundane and wondrous objects. Many
the spiritual practice of wearing eagle revered and a sign of the highest honor. so that they may be reburied. This effort led of these things were purchased or traded,
feathers to important events, such as
We value General Hunter’s WKH WULEH DFURVV WKH$WODQWLF DQG WR LWV ¿UVW obtained with the permission of the individual
graduations, even if this requires a partnership and support. A cooperative international repatriation.
maker or community. Yet, many were also
religious exemption to an otherwise relationship between Cherokee Nation’s
“As Native Americans, we are in procured with the threat of violence, without
generally applicable rule. Accordingly, DWWRUQH\ JHQHUDO¶V RI¿FH DQG WKH a constant state of mourning,” Desiree consent and in ways that violated cultural
I urge the board to adopt or revise 2NODKRPDRI¿FHRIWKHDWWRUQH\JHQHUDO Martinez, a Tongva member and professional traditions. Many were simply stolen. When
its policies to permit these religious ensures we are creating a better future archaeologist, said in an article in The Bristol archaeological science took off in the late
practices at graduation.”
for all Oklahomans. It is our hope News, “knowing that our ancestors’ graves 1800s, unknown thousands of graves were
It hasn’t always been this way. of that we continue to collaborate on our have been disturbed and their remains and excavated.
Indian Country, the quixotic and often common goal of improving the lives of burial goods removed to sit on museum
When the Western art world fell in love
inconsistent political drivers that operate all citizens, Cherokee and non-Cherokee shelves, all over the world.”
with “primitive” art, collectors and dealers
at the expense of Native communities alike.
The return of these two Tongva ancestors often resorted to extremes to obtain ancient
and impede economic development.
could
easily pass almost unnoticed. However, treasures. Indigenous peoples often tried
Today, through General Hunter’s
The precedent was established support, we also have established the the repatriation is emblematic of a much their best to preserve their sacred objects
last fall for a Cherokee family within state of Oklahoma’s support. No Native larger movement of historical reckoning and to protect the graves of their ancestors.
the Vian School District in northeast student should ever be barred from sweeping across the globe. Museums are But most communities were unable to stop
Oklahoma. We hope this sets the wearing eagle feathers or displaying reconsidering who is the rightful owner of the plunder.
standard for all other school districts in their cultural pride at graduation.
WKHREMHFWVWKDW¿OOGLVSOD\VDQGVWRUHURRPV
On the heels of the civil rights
Oklahoma to follow.
For example, the Netherlands’ national movement, Native Americans began to more
Tribal nations in Oklahoma and
Bill John Baker currently serves as the museums have established guidelines for publicly renounce museums for stealing
across the country have long viewed 17th elected chief of the Cherokee Nation, returning objects obtained without consent. their heritage. As a result, in 1990 Congress
eagles and eagle feathers as sacred the largest Indian tribe in the United States. In Germany, 16 states agreed in a joint passed the Native American Graves
elements to religious and cultural
resolution to repatriate items taken during Protection and Repatriation Act, which
the country’s colonial era. Scotland said provides a process for lineal descendants
it will soon deliver to Canada the stolen and tribes to reclaim ancestral remains

• Bill John Baker
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Focusing on missing and
murdered Indigenous women

•From press release

C

ongresswoman Deb Haaland
(NM-01), Miss Indian World,
and Gathering of Nations
announced (April 19) a focus on missing
and murdered indigenous women awareness
at the nation’s largest pow wow. The Miss
Indian World Competition at Gathering of
Nations brings attention to missing and
murdered indigenous women as a call to
action.
“As one of the world’s most recognized
celebrations of Indigenous culture, this
event plays an important role of making
our history and our traditions visible for the
world to see,” said Congresswoman Deb
Haaland. “As we raise awareness about
missing and murdered
indigenous women across
the country, there will be
a focus on this silent crisis
at this year’s Pow Wow.
I’m incredibly grateful
for Miss Indian World
for making this a priority
and to the Gathering
of Nations for their
leadership.”
“The Gathering of
Nations brings together
tribes and Indigenous
Nations from across North
America and around the
world to celebrate the
rich cultural heritage of
Native Americans; from
the traditional singing
and dancing, contemporary music on Stage
49, Teepee Village, Trader’s Market to the
best in Native American and World Cuisine;
the Gathering of Nations offers everyone an
opportunity to experience a very special
and entrancing cultural event, “ Derek
Mathews, Director of Gathering of Nations.
“This year the Miss Indian World
Pageant is dedicating this year to recognizing
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women.
The Miss Indian World Pageant is the largest
and most prestigious cultural pageant for
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young Native American Women. With
its popularity and attention, the program
hopes to bring a call to action regarding the
epidemic issue plaguing Native women.
Our efforts of bringing focus to this issue
will be carried on after the event back to
the communities most affected by this
issue, with hope that change and greater
community involvement will ensue,”
Melonie Mathews, Program Coordinator of
Miss Indian World Pageant.
“As the senior development director
and government liaison, I am amazed and
KRQRUHG WKDW WKLV VSHFL¿F LVVXH LV EHLQJ
led by our very own Native American
Congresswoman. The collaboration with
Gathering of Nations is going to make an
international impact and provide major
support for Congresswoman Haaland’s
work. I’m proud to stand with our
Congresswoman,”
David
Bearshield, Gathering of
Nations Senior Development
Director and Government
Liaison.
Haaland is a leader
working to address the crisis
of missing and murdered
indigenous women and hit
the ground running raising
awareness and championing
tangible solutions on day
one. After being elected in
November, she attended U.S.
Senate Hearings on the 2018
Savanna’s Act, she raised the
issue in the media and called
for solutions at the New
Mexico legislature. Under her
leadership as Vice Chair of the
U.S. House Natural Resources Committee,
the Subcommittee for Indigenous People of
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV KHOG WKH ¿UVW KHDULQJ RQ
the issue in the history of the U.S. House of
Representatives.
The Miss Indian World Competition
gives young Native American women
an opportunity to showcase their tribes
and cultures; while serving as a cultural
Ambassador of Native Americans by
demonstrating the pride and continuance of
the diverse cultures of Native people.
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and certain kinds of cultural items from
American museums and federal agencies.
This law, although imperfect, has facilitated
the return of some 1.7 million grave goods,
57,000 skeletons and 15,000 sacred and
communally owned objects.
As that law approached passage, we
heard many of the same arguments we hear
now, especially that repatriation will put
museums out of business. Instead, in the
years since, museums in the United States
have thrived. Repatriation forced museum
administrators and tribal leaders to sit down
and talk, and the two sides realized how
much they have in common. As a result,
museums and tribes have worked to build
new relationships based on mutual respect.
Thirty years ago, few museums in the United
States produced exhibitions in collaboration
with Indigenous communities; today, few
would design an exhibition without it.
Repatriation will not end museums.
Such gains are extended even further
when the return of ancestors and artifacts
becomes a form of restorative justice. Like
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
following the abolishment of South Africa’s
apartheid system, repatriation involves,
as Desmond Tutu wrote, “the healing of
breaches, the redressing of imbalances, the
restoration of broken relationships.”
Repatriation can turn museums from
places of colonialism into mediating spaces
that confront and then move beyond their
own pasts. If my grandfather took something
from your poor and powerless grandfather
— and your community continues to suffer
because of it — then I am presented with the
chance to make things right.
By my estimate, in the United States
alone, it will take more than 200 years to
consult with descendants on all of the Native
American human remains in museums.
Addressing the centuries of colonialism will
take centuries of work. The recent months
have illustrated that the repatriation wars
are not ending anytime soon. We should
welcome the fact that they are here.
Chip Colwell (@drchipcolwell) is
an anthropoligst and museum curator in
Denver.

Indian Country can help solve
rural America’s decline
•Patrice H. Kunesh

F

ueled in large part by tribal
government gaming, incomes
of American Indians on
reservations are increasing. Indeed, they
realized a 48% increase in real per capita
income from 1990 to 2018 (from $9,650
to $14,355) compared to a 9% increase for
all Americans. During this time, casino
revenue showed a marked increase from
barely a billion in 1990 to $32.5 billion
in 2018. Most of the revenue is spent
away from the casino, demonstrating the
VLJQL¿FDQW VSLOORYHU HIIHFW RI UHVHUYDWLRQ
economies in supporting the local
workforce and generating tax revenue.
Importantly,
for
households
previously in poverty, per capita payments
IURPFDVLQRUHYHQXHVKDYHKDGVLJQL¿FDQW
positive impacts. For example, there’s
some evidence that these payments have
increased high school graduation rates by
almost 40%, years of education by age 21
by over a year, decreased arrest rates, and
children are more likely to vote as adults.
In addition, people living in counties with
tribal government casinos have decreased
rates of smoking, heavy drinking and
obesity.
Indian Country as a whole is growing.
According to the U.S. Census, there are
PRUHWKDQ¿YHPLOOLRQ$PHULFDQ,QGLDQV
and Alaska Natives, making up almost
2% of the population (2.9 million identify
as solely American Indian or Alaska
1DWLYHDQGDQRWKHUPLOOLRQLGHQWL¿HG
as multiracial). The Native population
rose by 1.1 million, or 26.7%, between
the 2000 and 2010 census. That’s much
faster than the general population growth
of 9.7%. While an important part of this
population trends toward urban centers,
Native people move freely and frequently
from homelands to urban areas and back
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again; so do their ideas. Urban centers like
Minneapolis–Saint Paul serve as crosstribal hubs of innovation, creativity and
connection for all of Indian Country and
the Native population.
To be sure, Native Americans and
Alaska Natives on reservations and villages
continue to face some of the most severe
socio-economic statistics of any race or
ethnicity. About 25% of Native Americans
on reservations lived in households with
incomes below the federal poverty level,
compared with 16.4% of Americans living
in non-metropolitan areas overall.
Aside from the severe underfunding
of federal trust obligations and the gap¿OOLQJFDVLQRUHYHQXHPRVWWULEHVODFNDQ
adequate independent revenue source to
support their communities. The curtailed
uptake on economic development is due
in large part to the land, which is tied up
in bureaucratic oversight and its potential
not readily accessible. Casinos, by the way,
were an innovative solution to impediments
to using trust land productively; tribes
VHL]HGXSRQDWHUUL¿FHFRQRPLFRSSRUWXQLW\
to exercise self-governance and generate
revenue.
While economies are growing in
Indian Country, there is an obvious need
for more substantial growth to catch up
to even the rural average and to diversify
¿UPVDQGLQGXVWULHV7KHWULFNZLOOEHRQFH
again thwarting the long arm of history
of Indian Country, the quixotic and often
inconsistent political drivers that operate
at the expense of Native communities and
impede economic development.
Here is where Indian Country potential
becomes part of the rural coalition – Indian
Country can be a positive part of the
solution (or at least mitigation) for rural
America. Why? First, reservations are
inherent homelands for American Indians,
creating intergenerational ties to the land
and thus a rooted population that can help

temper the general depopulation trend.
Second, reservations have important
economic strengths to offer rural America,
including the ability to attract tourist
dollars (from casinos but also amenities
and culture), agriculture and natural
resources (minerals, forests, water), and
unique access to federal funding sources
(e.g., Indian Health Service facilities,
which could become rural health anchor
institutions, United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development
housing loans, and a slew of United States
Department of Agriculture rural utility
and community facilities programs).
Many tribes from east to west
are making a difference in their
rural communities. For example, the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
of the Flathead Reservation in northwest
Montana, governing over one million
acres, have established a community bank,
created several successful tech-related
businesses, and have assumed ownership
of Séliš Ksanka Ql’ispé Dam (formerly
known as Kerr Dam), the regional
hydroelectric power plant. The White
Mountain Apache Tribe of the Fort Apache
Reservation in Arizona, with a land area
of 2,627 square miles and a population
of 12,429 people, operates a world-class
wildlife program and professionally
manages a vast forest system.
From Traverse City, Michigan to
Kinder, Louisiana, Kyle, South Dakota
and Neah Bay, Washington, tribes
DUH D VLJQL¿FDQW SDUW RI WKH HFRQRPLF
geography of rural America, and they
have opportunities to become even more
important force going forward.
Patrice H. Kunesh is the director of the
Center for Indian Country Development at
the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
and is of Standing Rock Lakota descent.
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Adoption ceremony marks a first at Tribal Court
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD —
“I deem this
DGRSWLRQRI¿FLDO´
With those words, Chief Justice Willie
Johns closed out a historic ceremony April 18
at Seminole Tribal Court on the Hollywood
Reservation.
The ceremony was historic because it
ZDV WKH ¿UVW WLPH D 7ULEDO IDPLO\ DGRSWLRQ
ZDV ¿QDOL]HG RQ D 6HPLQROH 5HVHUYDWLRQ
– this one taking place in the Tribal
headquarters auditorium.
The adoption was made possible through
a collaborative effort involving Tribal Court
RI¿FLDOV&LUFXLW&RXUW-XGJH-RVH,]TXLHUGR
of the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit of Florida
and other state agencies.
It was also a day of celebration for
parents Andrea and Joshua Jumper, their
family and friends. The couple has now
RI¿FLDOO\DGRSWHG\HDUROG/RUDLQH0DULH
Stewart Jumper.
Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr., who is
an Associate Justice on the Tribal Court, is
also the new grandfather. He is the father of
Joshua Jumper.
Chief Justice Johns and Chief Judge
Moses B. Osceola were in attendance, and
along with Associate Justice Jumper, they
wore their judicial robes for the occasion.
“I’ve had the pleasure and privilege
of being able to work with [the judges of
Seminole Tribal Court] in this collaborative
effort,” Izquierdo said at the ceremony.
He worked with the Florida Attorney
*HQHUDO¶VRI¿FHDQGVWDWHFKLOGDGYRFDWHVDV
part of the adoption collaboration.
Izquierdo, who works out of the
Broward County Judicial Complex in Fort
Lauderdale, has previously worked with
the Tribe on other adoption cases. He was
appointed by then Gov. Rick Scott in 2016
and was automatically reelected by voters in
 ZKHQ QR RQH TXDOL¿HG WR UXQ DJDLQVW
him.
Izquierdo, of Miramar, received his
bachelor’s degree from Florida International
University and his law degree from the
University of Florida.
A special swearing in of the parents
took place in front of the Tribal Court and

Damon Scott

Participating in the Seminole Tribe’s first family adoption finalized on a Seminole reservation are, from left, Chief Justice Willie Johns, Associate Justice
Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr., Loraine Marie Stewart Jumper, Joshua Jumper, Andrea Jumper, Circuit Court Judge Jose Izquierdo and Chief Judge Moses
B. Osceola. The ceremony was held April 18 in the auditorium at Tribal headquarters in Hollywood.

Izquierdo.
An attorney asked Joshua Jumper the
following questions, all to which he replied,
“Yes.”
• Are you aware that if the judge
were to grant this petition of adoption that
Loraine would be as if she was from your
biology?
• And you would have the same legal
requirements as if she were?

would like the child’s name to be.
“Loraine Marie Stewart Jumper,” he
said.
The last question to Jumper was: “Has
anyone threatened you or promised you
anything to get you to adopt Loraine?”
Answer: “No.”
Andrea Jumper was then asked: “You do
understand that if the judge grants this order
there is no going back?” Answer: “Yes.”

• Do you wish to adopt Loraine?
• When you adopt her, do you wish
for her name to be changed?
• Are you wishing to adopt her
because you love her as if she were your
own?
• And do you have the ability to care
for her needs, love her, support her and care
for her?
The attorney then asked Jumper what he

7KH ¿QDO RUGHU RI DGRSWLRQ ZDV WKHQ
granted.
“This is a rare moment and occasion that
we’ve been working for for almost 10 years,”
Chief Justice Johns said. “That we would
come collaboratively with the state and the
Tribe to do the adoptions and to work with
families and children through the [Florida
Department of Children and Families]. This
LV RXU YHU\ ¿UVW ,W¶V D PRPHQW WKDW ZH¶UH
going to all treasure.”
Chief Justice Johns congratulated the
Jumpers on their latest addition to the family.
Chief Judge Osceola then began by
thanking Izquierdo and staff members of
the state, including the Broward Sheriff’s
2I¿FHZKRZHUHRQWKH5HVHUYDWLRQWRKHOS
with the day’s court docket.
“We thank the judge and the state courts
for coming to our location to adjudicate
these cases,” Chief Judge Osceola said. “I
think it makes it a whole lot easier for our
families to come, and I think it removes a lot
of the stress from the families from having to
go to downtown Broward County.”
Chief Judge Osceola also underscored
the historic nature of the adoption being
done on Tribal land.
“We’re very thankful that this child can
remain with an Indian family. That’s the most
important thing that has been accomplished
today,” he said. “We want to congratulate
Josh and the family and wish you the best of
luck. Those of you that pray – pray for the
family that they’ll have a great life together.”
Jumper Jr. spoke in his role as Associate
Justice and grandfather.
“I think it’s a good thing that the
Seminoles are able to keep the kids that they
have for adoption. That’s a great thing for
the Tribe to do,” he said.
Associate Justice Jumper Jr. calls his
granddaughter “Lo Lo.”
“We always have a good time with her
and it’s good that she’s part of the family
QRZ ± RI¿FLDOO\´ KH VDLG ³:H¶UH ORRNLQJ
forward to her growing up. I’m thankful and
my prayers are with the family.”
Izquierdo held 10 other dependency
hearings involving Tribal members in a room
adjacent to the auditorium stage throughout
the day.
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA
&
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC.
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In accordance with the Amended Constitution and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the
Amended Corporate Charter of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. a General Election is scheduled
on Monday, May 13, 2019 for the following offices:

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA
TRIBAL COUNCIL

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN At-LARGE

PRESIDENT At-LARGE

James E. Billie
Marcellus W. Osceola, Jr.

Mitchell Cypress
James Holt II

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION

David Cypress
Manuel Tiger
Alfonso Tigertail

Nadine Bowers
Paul Bowers, Sr.
Joe Frank

BRIGHTON RESERVATION

BRIGHTON RESERVATION

Andrew J. Bowers, Jr.
Larry L. Howard

Marvin P. Bowers
Helene Buster
Johnnie Jones, Sr.
Theresa Nunez
Reno Osceola

HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION

HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION

Sunny Frank
Virginia C. Garcia-Sanders
Christopher S. Osceola

Christine E. McCall
Larry J. Tiger
Gordon Oliver Wareham

Enrolled Tribal Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida who have reached their 18th birthday on or before April
13, 2019 and who have registered to vote by March 1, 2019 are eligible to vote for the positions above.
The Chairman at-Large and President at-Large are voted in by all Registered Voters. Representatives are voted in
by the Registered Voters of their respective Reservations.
FREE WIFI AVAILABLE

Absentee registered voters are urged to contact the Tribal Secretary’s Office for an absentee ballot request form at
954-966-6300 ext. 11461.

Book your stay today!
863-467-0474

BRIGHTONRVRESORT.COM

Voting Locations are:
Big Cypress Reservation . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Center
Brighton Reservation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Veterans Building
Hollywood Reservation . . . . . . . . ……Headquarters Auditorium Lobby

POLLS ARE OPEN 8 AM – 7:30 PM ON ELECTION DAY

RV Camping • Cabins • Dining • Spa • Bike Riding • Fishing

ALL REGISTERED TRIBAL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO VOTE
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Seminoles speak out at FIU ‘State of Affairs’ event
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

— The organizers of Florida
International University’s Global Indigenous
Group continue to collaborate with Seminole
Tribal members as part of its initiatives.
The latest example took place April
13, when the school hosted an “Indigenous
State of Affairs” panel. It took place in the
Graham Center ballrooms on FIU’s Modesto
Maidique Campus in Miami.
The event was supported by the
Seminole Tribe’s Center for Student Success
and Services. CSSS assistant director Alvaro
Perez and members of his staff were at the
event with an informational outreach table.
The panel featured four Seminoles – Miss
Florida Seminole Cheyenne Kippenberger,
Rollie Gilliam III, Eden Jumper and Samuel
Tommie. The four were joined by Bina
Sengar, Fulbright Scholar-in-residence at
FIU and Masako Kubota, an instructor in
the school’s Asian studies program and
department of modern languages.
Topics ranged from sovereignty, to the
importance of preserving Native languages.
Audience members also asked questions
about reparations and the controversial
blood quantum measurement.
“The Global Indigenous Forum and
[its student] club are initiatives to bring the
Indigenous voice here to FIU and to South
Florida and to the world,” Dennis Wiedman
said to the audience of a few dozen people.
“Where is the Indigenous voice? What are
the Indigenous issues?”
Wiedman is the founder and director
of the GIF, which has been in existence for
about six years. He is also an anthropologist
and associate professor in the department of
global and sociocultural studies at FIU.

In her role as Miss Florida Seminole,
Kippenberger serves as an ambassador
to the public for the Tribe. She is from
the Hollywood Reservation and is of the
Panther Clan. Kippenberger graduated from
Keiser University in Fort Lauderdale with a
degree in accounting. She’s in the process
of organizing a women’s empowerment
symposium to be hosted by the Tribe.
Gilliam works in the advanced career
development program at CSSS. He earned
his master’s degree 2017 in criminology
and criminal justice from Florida Atlantic
University.
Jumper, also from the Hollywood
Reservation and in the Panther Clan, is an
activist on Native issues. He has a passion
for land rights, water rights, sovereignty
issues and the environment.
Tommie is from the Big Cypress
Reservation. He is also an activist who has

)DEVELOPMENT
From page 1A

Damon Scott

Florida International University's Global Indigenous Group hosts a panel discussion April 13 at FIU in Miami. The panel consisted of, from left, Samuel Tommie, Bina Sengar, Masako Kubota, Miss Florida
Seminole Cheyenne Kippenberger, Eden Jumper and Rollie Gilliam III.

studied the interaction between tribes and
corporations. Tommie argues that much
of the interaction isn’t grounded in the
traditional core values that best serve Tribal
members.

Gilliam, whose career focus is
Indigenous college success, started by
equating his educational experience and
support from the Tribe as intrinsically tied
to sovereignty.
Kippenberger agreed with Gilliam’s
sentiments and said she credited much of her
success in education to the CSSS department.
“I wouldn’t have made it through a lot
of the things I had to go through to get my
college degree and graduate high school
and do so successfully without sovereignty,
without recognition of how successful our
Tribe has been to create all these departments
to help,” she said.
Said Jumper: “We talk about sovereignty
in terms of water, land, and of Indigenous

People. We are under attack from corporations
trying to privatize the resources. Indigenous
People live on or near the resources that
these corporations want and so it’s a direct
threat to sovereignty. Governments and
corporations seek to disenfranchise and
upheave those communities.”

The Seminole Tribe’s Pemayetv
Emahakv Charter School on the Brighton
Reservation is well-known for its innovative
language immersion program – a feature
many tribal schools do not have.
“And through the [Tribal] culture
department they are doing an excellent job at
building community and preserving culture
and language,” said Gilliam.
Added Kippenberger: “There’s a big
misconception that every tribe is the same –
speaks in the same way, has the same clothing
– and so it’s important to preserve language
to show that those differences exist.”
Kippenberger’s mother is Chilean and

her father is Seminole. She said she grew up
in a household where Spanish, English and
Mikasuki was spoken.
O
Reparations for African Americans
sometimes make news depending on the
prevailing political winds. The idea of
Native American reparations is one that has
emerged recently in the run up to the 2020
presidential election.
An audience member asked the panel
what kind of reparations they thought would
be appropriate.
“What would be appropriate? You
can’t put a dollar sign on it,” Kippenberger
said. “There are people that were living
here before the Europeans came here or the
Spanish, there were people, there were lives,
there was culture, there was language and
you can’t put a dollar sign on top of that.”
Kippenberger said, however, that
recognition would be a good start.
“When we go to Washington, when we

go to Idaho, when we go to all these places,
recognize that we’re on occupied territory.
Ask questions about the people that are from
there. Be curious. There’s no amount of
money, there’s nothing physical that you can
give us except your time, your curiosity, and
just to learn about the people and the history
– and not from a textbook that you get from
a predominately Caucasian institute,” she
said.
Added Jumper: “Reparations are a step
in the right direction, but also money can
never take away the trauma, the strife and
the violence [that occurred]. Give us true
sovereignty.”

FIU’s Global Indigenous Group will
host several events in October, including
Indigenous People’s Day (Oct. 8) and “Not
a Statistic: Indigenous Women, Global
Challenges” (Oct. 11).
To connect with the group and learn
DERXWRWKHUHYHQWVJRWRLQGLJHQRXV¿XHGX

“I commend Derek Koger; we are going to
keep him busy for a while.”

“We need homes across the board,”
said Hollywood Councilman Chris Osceola.

Beverly Bidney

A rendering of the Mabel T. Frank community’s rental homes is shown during the groundbreaking ceremony in Big Cypress on April 11.
Beverly Bidney

The stage is set for the groundbreaking ceremony for the Mabel T. Frank project just on the other
side of the Josie Billie Highway in Big Cypress.

continue to operate its JACK Cleveland
Casino and JACK Thistledown Racino, near
Cleveland.
From page 1A
Meanwhile, VICI’s portfolio includes
the Broadway Commons area in the city’s gaming, hospitality and entertainment
downtown district. It features 100,000 destinations, including Caesars Palace in Las
square feet of gaming space with about 1,800 Vegas.
“We are proud to partner with Hard
gaming machines and 100 table games.
Additionally, the property has 33,000 square Rock, further diversifying our tenant roster
feet of meeting space, six restaurants and with an international leader in gaming,
entertainment and hospitality experiences
two bars.
+5, RI¿FLDOV VDLG QHZ SURSHUW\ and a renowned global platform of 245
improvements will be announced later this hospitality venues across 75 countries,” John
3D\QHSUHVLGHQWDQGFKLHIRSHUDWLQJRI¿FHU
year.
³:H DUH FRQ¿GHQW WKDW +DUG 5RFN DQG of VICI said in a statement.
While the transaction is subject to
its world-renowned brand will be a great
addition to the Queen City and the right regulatory approvals and closing conditions,
choice to take JACK Cincinnati Casino and +5, RI¿FLDOV H[SHFW LW WR EH ¿QDOL]HG ODWHU
Turfway Park to the next level of growth,” this year.
HRI operates 185 cafes, 27 hotels and 11
Matt Cullen, CEO of JACK Entertainment
said in a statement. “We chose to sell to Hard casinos. The company’s two most successful
Rock, in large part due to its great culture hotel and casino properties are in Hollywood
and quality of its leadership. They are an (Florida) and Tampa. The Seminole Tribe of
outstanding operator that JACK Cincinnati Florida is the parent entity of HRI.
More information is available at
Beverly Bidney
Casino and Turfway Park team members
will enjoy working with as they continue to hardrock.com.
Tribal officials attend the festivities in the tent at the Mabel T. Frank groundbreaking. From left are Council Executive Assistant Thomasine Motlow,
deliver excellent service to our guests.”
Hollywood Councilman Chris Osceola, President Mitchell Cypress, Chairman Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. and Tribal Community Development Executive
Director Derek Koger.
JACK Entertainment said it will

)HARD ROCK
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Naples community
celebrates Earth Day
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

NAPLES — The Seminole Tribe s
Naples community joined about 1 billion
other people in 192 countries worldwide
April 22 to celebrate Earth Day.
To mark the day, the community planted
three cypress trees next to the Juanita
Osceola Center and celebrated Seminole
KHULWDJH ZLWK D JDU ¿VK GHPRQVWUDWLRQ
pumpkin fry bread and storytelling. Even
before the trees were planted, birds perched
on its branches indicating the trees will be a
welcome addition to the ecosystem.
“We take a lot of trees out of the woods
for chickees; it’s important to plant trees,
too,” said Billy Walker as the trees were
being set in the ground. “The birds represent
everything to us; they see what God sees and
know who did what during each season. The
breath maker gave us this Earth; we have a
connection to Mother Earth and nature so it’s
good for us to plant more trees.”
The theme of the day centered on
preserving the Earth and a few avid gardeners
shared tips about the vegetables and plants
in their gardens. Sweet potatoes will take
over the garden if the plant isn’t contained
in a barrel. After Romaine lettuce is trimmed
for salad greens, if the roots are left in the
ground another head of lettuce will grow.
“Earth Day is about saving the Earth for
our children,” said Chairman Marcellus W.
Osceola Jr. “We see all the pictures of sea life
and animals in the wilderness eating plastic;
we need to take care of the environment so
it will take care of us. Planting trees is a
symbol of that.”
President Mitchell Cypress pondered
the state of the planet, including rising seas
and melting glaciers, and the urgency to save
it.
“Our rain forests are being destroyed
DQGWKH\DUHWKH¿OWHUIRUXVWREUHDWKH´KH
said. “This is a wakeup call and I hope it isn’t
too late. Native Americans say if you take
care of the Earth, it will take care of you. If
you destroy it, it will destroy you.”
Tribal members, children and the
community gathered around Walker as he
GHPRQVWUDWHGKRZWRFOHDQDQGURDVWJDU¿VK
+HFDXJKWDERXW¿VKRYHUWZRQLJKWV+H
said the fat ones are his personal favorites.
³*DU ¿VK ZDV OLNH IDVW IRRG IRU
Seminoles,” Walker said. “They will be
cooked in only 45 minutes. We used to use
citrus from the trees brought here from China
DQGSXWLWRQWRSRIWKH¿VKDVLWFRRNHG´
Although Walker used popsicle sticks to
NHHSWKH¿VKRSHQRQWKHJULOOLQWKHROGGD\V
sticks from trees were used. Jessica Osceola

FOHDQHGDIHZ¿VKDVGLG:DONHU¶VGDXJKWHU
Shylah, 10.
As the traditional Seminole fare roasted
RQ WKH ¿UH D FKHI ZDV EXV\ FRRNLQJ DQ
elaborate lunch of rice, vegetables, chicken
and beef on a hibachi table nearby.
“We always try to do something
different in Naples,” said Naples Liaison
%ULDQ =HSHGD ³,W¶V RXU ¿UVW (DUWK 'D\ DQG
we wanted an event where the community
could come out and enjoy the day together.”
After lunch, guest speaker Krystle
Young spoke about her work to restore the
Everglades and the environment. Young
recently earned her Master of Science in
Biology from the University of Miami and
is pursuing a PhD in Biology at Florida
International University in Miami.
She has been monitoring water in Miami
Dade and Monroe County canals, looking
for levels of phosphorus, nitrogen and other
pollutants that feed algae. Young has also
studied the diversity of the water in Miami
Dade’s Biscayne Bay.
The difference between the water of
Card Sound in the upper Keys by Key Largo
Beverly Bidney
and Black Point in Biscayne National Park The Naples community celebrates Earth Day and watches as Liaison Brian Zepeda helps plant three cypress trees on the property at the Juanita Osceola
across the bay from Elliott Key is profound. Center on April 22.
The largely untouched Card Sound has
VLJQL¿FDQWO\ PRUH ELRGLYHUVLW\ EHFDXVH RI
the minimal human contact. Black Point’s
marina and park are popular with boaters
and others.
“It’s important to have high diversity, it’s
an indicator of the health of an ecosystem,”
Young said. “Everything is connected; water,
animals and plants. You can’t interact with
one without affecting something else.”
Young urged people to consider
biodiversity in their own gardens and yards.
She said grass is bad for diversity, trees
and bushes support more species. She also
outlined an important action everyone can
take to improve the environment; reduce,
reuse and recycle.
“Reduce usage of one time use items,
repurpose things and recycle,” Young said.
“Composting at home will give you soil you
can grow things in. We all love our natural
resources; do what you can to protect the
Earth.”
Founded in 1970, Earth Day is credited
with launching the environmental movement,
which led Congress to pass the Clean Air
Act, Clean Water Act, the Endangered
Species Act and other environmental laws.
“Science is important and we need to
support it,” Young said. “We need to get
Tribal members involved more. Earth Day is
all about educating people on the importance
of preserving our natural resources.”
Beverly Bidney

The Naples community poses for an Earth Day photo in front of two of the three newly planted cypress trees.

THE LAW OFFICES OF ALAN S. BERNSTEIN, PA.

Arrested?
We need
to talk!

CRIMINAL CHARGES DEMAND A SERIOUS DEFENSE
Beverly Bidney (2)

Above left, Billy Walker helps his daughter Shylah Walker learn to cut open and clean a gar fish at the Naples Earth Day celebration.
Above right, JoJo Frank Jr. tosses a beanbag as Raymond Mora waits his turn during a game of corn hole at the celebration.

Call 954-925-3111, or on evenings
& weekends call 954-347-1000

West Palm Beach office
by appointment only
Email alanbernsteinlaw@gmail.com

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
Served as lead council in numerous
criminal jury trials

Instructor at National College for DUI
Defense at Harvard Law School

Has concentrated on criminal
defense matters since 1981

Completed intensive trial advocacy
with the National Association and
Florida Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers

Serving In:
Broward County,
Palm Beach County,
Hendry County,
& Glades County

Practicing In:
DUI
Juvenile Offenses
Violations of Probation
Traffic Offenses

Domestic Violence
Drug Crimes
Theft Crimes
Felonies

THE LAW OFFICES OF ALAN S. BERNSTEIN, PA.
2131 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 303
Hollywood, Fl 33020

301 Clematis St., Suite 3000
West Palm Beach, Fl 33401

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
Beverly Bidney

Jonah Walker gives Leland Billie a close-up view of the toothy snout of a gar fish at the Earth Day celebration. Jonah's father,
Billy Walker, caught about 14 fish and demonstrated how to prepare and roast them over an open flame.

Please feel free to visit our website at: Floridacriminaldefensepro.com
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Beverly Bidney

Big Cypress cattle foreman Andre Jumper chooses to round up cattle on his horse and with his dogs while his grandfather Moses Jumper Jr. prefers his
ATV. On April 15, cattle foreman Jumper gave Moses’s calves booster shots.

Big Cypress cattle foreman Andre Jumper:
right at home on the range
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

I
P ESS — Andre Jumper
is the embodiment of his family’s legacy.
Like his grandfather Jonah Cypress before
him, Jumper was named Big Cypress cattle
foreman in January.
“I’m a cowboy so I like to do what a
cowboy does,” said Jumper, 23. “I come
from a long line of cowboys; I was born into
it.”
Jumper was raised around cattle in the
pastures of BC and always wanted to be a
cowboy. His grandfather, Moses Jumper Jr.,
his father Josh and uncle Naha Jumper have
herds in BC. His great grandfather Junior
Cypress was also a BC cattleman.
“I think it’s great,” said Moses Jumper.
“His grandfather used to do this many years
ago and Andre’s been around it all his life.
He knows it pretty good.”
The life of a cowboy isn’t always a walk
in the park; sometimes it’s a long hard ride
in the saddle.
On days when the cows need
vaccinations, pregnancy checks, booster
shots, need to be moved for shipping or
pasture maintenance, Jumper starts work
at around 5 am. First he gets his dogs and
KRUVHV UHDG\ DQG ¿OOV WKH FRROHUV ZLWK LFH
Then he meets his crew of six or seven
cowboys and gets to work.
On days when there is just the normal
workload, such as delivering feed and
molasses supplements, making sure pastures
are mowed and fertilized, Jumper gets to
sleep late. Those days, he doesn’t start until
7 a.m.
“Ever since I was little, I always wanted
to be a cowboy,” Jumper said. “The best
part of the job is that I get to work with my
grandfather [Jonah Cypress].”
Cypress served as cattle foreman for

27 years until 2000 and has served as BC
Natural Resources Manager since 2008. He
is Jumper’s boss and helps him learn the
ropes of being foreman.
“He’ll do alright,” Cypress said. “There
will be tough times, but he’ll get through it.
He’s got about 20 bosses now and I tell him
it’s good to keep on their good side.”
Jumper’s goal is to keep the 23 BC cattle
RZQHUVKDSS\7RGRWKDWKHLVD¿[WXUHLQ
the pastures as he tends to the animals and
makes sure the owners’ needs are met.
“Even though I don’t have my own,
I know their herds,” he said. “I’m very

familiar with them.”
Jumper also knows the landscape,
including its predators. He says panthers and
buzzards do the most damage to the herds.
Panthers will take a calf, eat some, bury it
and come back again to eat more. Although
known for eating dead animals, buzzards
will also kill and eat newly born calves in
the pastures. They do about as much damage
to herds as the panthers. Both are protected
species and cannot be killed.
For two weeks in April, Jumper and
his crew gave booster shots to calves in the
BC herds. On April 15 he gave the shots to

Beverly Bidney

Andre Jumper separates calves from full-grown cows to prepare them for booster shots.

his father’s 98 calves and his grandfather
Moses’ 91 calves.
Jumper’s crew of seven was comprised
RI ¿YH 7ULEDO PHPEHUV &KULV *UHHQ &DW
Tommie, Naha Jumper, Josh Jumper and
Pauletta Bowers. Longtime cowboys Randy
Rueda and Donnie Crawford completed the
crew. Jonah Cypress monitored the process
and kept a log of how many calves were
vaccinated.
The process is straight forward, but isn’t
simple. The entire herd, calves, cows and
bulls, are gathered from the pastures and
herded into holding pens. Then the work
really begins; the calves must be sorted from
the cows and the bulls separated from them
all.
*URXSVRIDQLPDOVDUHOHGGRZQDFKXWH
where they are guided individually into the
proper holding pen. A crew member, in this
case Naha Jumper, moves the gate to direct
each animal into the proper pen. It’s fast and
dirty work; the animals don’t know what is
going on so they resist and complain loudly.
It’s the job of Jumper and his crew to
get the animals where they need to be safely.
Only then do they lead the calves from the
holding pen through the chute a second time
Beverly Bidney so they can be vaccinated. On this day, the
Big Cypress Cattle Foreman Andre Jumper works with his grandfather Jonah Cypress, BC natural deed was done successfully and the crew
loaded the bulls onto a trailer and took them
resources manager, as they give 91 calves booster shots.

to the bull pasture.
%XWWKHGD\ZDVQ¶W¿QLVKHG\HW0DUWKD
Jones’ herd had to be moved and readied for
booster shots the following day. The site of
eight people on horseback heading for the
large herd at the far side of the pasture was
reminiscent of a western cowboy movie
without the mountainous desert locale.
Jumper was always destined to be a
cowboy, whether on the ranch or in the rodeo
arena. He used to do team roping- he was
a heeler- but he loved watching the pick-up
men during the rodeos. They are the ones
on horseback who help cowboys get off the
broncs if they aren’t thrown off.
Jumper admires his brother Blevyns,
who is also a cowboy.
“Nothing gets under his skin,” he said.
“He’s just a laid back cowboy who does
what you ask. I’m the same way, but I like to
laugh and have a good time.”
He said the job of cattle foreman is being
a cowboy, but with a lot more responsibility.
“I have a lot more on my plate to deal
with and I’m still learning,” Jumper said.
³0\ *UDQGSD -RQDK JXLGHV PH WHOOV PH
what to do and what not to do. My dad’s in
WKH¿HOGDORWWRR´
Jumper said he never had to clock in or
out before, but that doesn’t keep him from
being the cowboy he was born to be.

NIGC announces departure of Chairman Chaudhuri
worked hard at every turn to stress strong
partnerships and consistent communication
AS IN ON — The National with tribal gaming operations to achieve
,QGLDQ *DPLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ 1,*&  WRGD\ FRPSOLDQFH ZLWK WKH ,QGLDQ *DPLQJ
announced the resignation of Jonodev Regulatory Act. The Commission works with
Osceola Chaudhuri as the Chairman of tribes to ensure they have the tools necessary
1DWLRQDO ,QGLDQ *DPLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ to effectively regulate their operations and
effective Wednesday, May 15, 2019. Vice PHHW,*5$¶VUHTXLUHPHQWV´&KDXGKXULVDLG
Chair Isom-Clause will take over day-to-day LQDVWDWHPHQW³$V,UHÀHFWRQWKHLQLWLDWLYHV
RI1,*&GXULQJP\WLPHDW1,*&ZHKDYH
operation of the Agency.
“It has been the honor of my lifetime to been able to protect the integrity of Indian
serve Indian country and the general public gaming, expand outreach, and develop new
in my capacity as Chairman, a role I have had services that support gaming operations and
WKHSOHDVXUHRIIXO¿OOLQJVLQFH'XULQJ its staff.”
During his tenure, Chaudhuri’s laid
my time as Chairman, the Commission
FROM PRESS RELEASE

RXWKLVLQLWLDWLYHVLQWKH1,*&¶V
Strategic Plan.
One of initiative – protecting against
gamesmanship on the backs of tribes –
emphasizes uncovering non-tribal entities’
manipulation of business, professional,
and employment relationships with Indian
gaming operations to further their own
interests at the expense of the tribal gaming
operation, the tribe, and tribal members.
Another initiative focuses on developing
effective outreach for tribes with small and
UXUDOJDPLQJRSHUDWLRQV,Q1,*&KLUHG
a rural outreach coordinator to help address
WKLV FRQFHUQ 1,*& KDV DOVR LPSOHPHQWHG

YLUWXDO WUDLQLQJ VHVVLRQV DW 1,*& UHJLRQDO
WUDLQLQJ FRXUVHV DQG SURPRWHV VLWHVSHFL¿F
WUDLQLQJE\WULEDOUHTXHVW
Also under Chaudhuri’s leadership,
1,*& FUHDWHG D WHFKQRORJ\ GLYLVLRQ
which oversees the agency’s information
technology,
records
management,
technology related training and assessments,
including its regulating technology course
and IT vulnerability assessments.
Finally, an initiative to maintain a
VWURQJ ZRUNIRUFH ZLWKLQ 1,*& DQG ZLWK
its tribal regulatory partners has generated
a collaborative workforce that serves
,*5$¶VIXQGDPHQWDOSXUSRVHVRISURPRWLQJ

tribal self-determination and economic
development. As of 2019, the agency now
trains more regulators than ever before.
“I sincerely appreciate having had
WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR ZRUN DW 1,*& , ZRXOG
like to thank my fellow Commissioners,
WKH KDUG ZRUNLQJ 1,*& VWDII DQG ,QGLDQ
country for the support, guidance, and
encouragement provided to me during my
WLPH DW 1,*& (YHQ WKRXJK , ZLOO GHHSO\
miss my colleagues and time serving as the
Chairman, I am looking forward to starting
a new phase of my career,” Chaudhuri said.

SEMINOLE TRIBE
OF FLORIDA

TRIBAL MEMBER

VENDOR

WORKSHOP

The Se
Seminole
emiinolle Tribe of Flo
emino
Florida’s Purchasing Department is
T
Mem
Vend
inviting Tribal
Member
Vendors
to a workshop that will serve
as a guide for doing business with Tribal Government.
When:
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 – 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Where:
Big Cypress Public Safety Building - Fire Multipurpose Room

All Attendees Must Check in at the Front Desk
Note: Meeting Location Subject to Change Based on Fire Rescue Department Needs

YOU MUST HAVE BEEN REGISTERED BY MARCH 1, 2019
TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 2019 TRIBAL ELECTION
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Groundbreaking held for nine homes
at Brighton’s Knots Landing

Seminole Hard Rock
earns top ‘Employer
of Choice’ in gaming
industry for fourth
year in a row
FROM PRESS RELEASE

Beverly Bidney

Tribal officials and dignitaries turn the dirt as they break ground for nine new homes on the Knots Landing project in Brighton on April 23.
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

I
ON — Surrounded by an
abundance of love and love bugs, Tribal
RI¿FLDOVEURNHJURXQG$SULOIRUQLQHQHZ
homes in the Knots Landing area of Brighton.
Tribal Council and the Board joined forces
and worked together on the project.
“This is the opportunity to bring more
Tribal members back to the community,”
said Brighton Board Rep. Larry Howard.
“It’s been a long time coming. It’s always
been our goal to bring people back and as
long as we bring them back one at a time,
eventually we can get everyone.”
7KHWKUHHIRXUDQG¿YHEHGURRPUHQWDO
homes should be completed by the end of
this year. Seminole Design-Build, Tribal
member David Nunez’s business, is the
contractor on the job.
“This is another momentous occasion
for the Tribe and its members,” said
Chairman Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. “We
will be giving out keys in the next seven
months to tribal members who will be here
for many generations to come.”
Chairman Osceola said this has been
a big year for residential groundbreakings,
starting with Lakeland, then Big Cypress,
now Brighton and Hollywood will be next
by the end of summer.
“We have the capital, the knowledge
and the team to do it, so we are,” Chairman
Osceola said.
“Council decided to set aside land on
the reservations to provide housing that is
needed,” said Brighton Councilman Andrew
J. Bowers Jr. “It is a step in the right direction
to meet those needs and get people to move
back to the reservation.”
President Mitchell Cypress mentioned
how the project came together.
“Board and Council came up with the
idea and we had the funds to do it,” he said.
“With teamwork, this administration gets
things done.”
The Knots Landing project is just one of
many being developed on about 2,500 acres
of land around the reservations.
“There will be 500 acres altogether
in Brighton,” said Tribal Community
Development Senior Director of Operations
Derrick Smith. “We are laying a great
foundation for the next 20 to 30 years.
Another Tribe wrote a book after they

OLL
OO
— Results of the
ODWHVW&DVLQR*DPLQJ([HFXWLYH6DWLVIDFWLRQ
Survey have further cemented the top spot of
Seminole Hard Rock as the clear “Employer
of Choice” among the industry’s 34 casino
companies or standalone casinos.
According to the survey, which was
conducted in 2018 from August through
October and released this year, 24.83 percent
of all respondents ranked Seminole Hard
Rock as one of their top three employers of
LQWHUHVW7KHUHVXOWZDVXS¿YHSHUFHQWIURP
the corresponding number in 2017.
,Q WKH ODWHVW VXUYH\  XQLTXH
SDUWLFLSDQWV UHVSRQGHG WR RQOLQH TXHVWLRQV
up from slightly more than 1,000 respondents
in 2017. The survey is produced jointly
by Bristol Associates, Inc., and Spectrum
*DPLQJ *URXS  7KLV \HDU PDUNV WKH
WK DQQXDO &DVLQR *DPLQJ ([HFXWLYH
Satisfaction Survey.
The four-year winning streak is evidence
RIDSRVLWLYHZRUNSODFHUHSXWDWLRQDQGTXDOLW\
ZRUNHQYLURQPHQWRIERWK6HPLQROH*DPLQJ
and Hard Rock International, which was
DFTXLUHG E\ WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD
in 2007 and shares its Hollywood corporate
RI¿FHV ZLWK WKH KHDGTXDUWHUV IRU 6HPLQROH
*DPLQJ
During that time, Hard Rock
International was also named to Forbes’
lists of “America’s Best Employers” and
“America’s Best Employers for Women.”
“It means a lot to be recognized by so
many gaming industry executives as their
Employer of Choice,” said Jim Allen, CEO
RI6HPLQROH*DPLQJDQG&KDLUPDQRI+DUG
Rock International. “We are extremely
pleased to receive this recognition for
Seminole Hard Rock.”
According
to
Michael
Pollock,
0DQDJLQJ 'LUHFWRU RI 6SHFWUXP *DPLQJ
*URXS ³7R EHFRPH D OHDGHU DPRQJ VXFK
OHDGHUVUHTXLUHVDQDGGHGIRFXVRQUHWDLQLQJ
DQG PRWLYDWLQJ WDOHQW  %\ GH¿QLWLRQ WR
become such a leader, you have to listen to
your people, and respond to their needs and
aspirations.”
The annual survey is conducted
online and represents a sampling of
casino and gaming executives from across
North America. According to Spectrum
*DPLQJ *URXS DQG %ULVWRO $VVRFLDWHV
survey respondents are diverse in terms of
geography, executive responsibilities, years
of experience and other meaningful criteria.
The survey is designed to ensure that the
respondents have worked in the casino and
gaming industry and that no one is surveyed
more than once.

Logan joins Native
American Agriculture
Fund leadership

Beverly Bidney

A rendering of the nine homes was shown during
the Knots Landing groundbreaking April 23 in
Brighton.

FROM PRESS RELEASE

developed 400 acres; after we get done with
these 2,500 acres, we can write our own
book.”
Smith showed a video of the various
projects on the books for Brighton, including
WKH )ORZLQJ :HOO *URYH GHYHORSPHQW RI
single family owned and rental homes. The
Knots Landing site already has townhomes
and more are scheduled to be built in the
future. The Tucker Ridge recreation area
will include a chickee village, dock area,
bathrooms and walking trails.
“This is our future and it will help
preserve our culture and heritage,” said
Nunez. “It’s a proud moment for me. We
have a good team and I’m happy to be a part
of it.”
Big Cypress Councilman Mondo Tiger
commended the Board and the Council for
working together.
“We’re building some great homes that
will be a regular standard for the Tribe now,”
Councilman Tiger said. “We had some great
ancestors who allowed this to happen for us;
Chairman Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. and David Nunez shake hands at the groundbreaking.
we should all thank them sometime.”

RICHARD
CASTILLO

CHEHANTAMO!

!
y
u
G

954.522.3500
Helping the
Seminole Community
For Many Years

SELLING
DRUGS?

24 HOURS A DAY

BABY
MAMA DRAMA

GOGETGUY.COM

5,&+$5'&$67,//2
)/25,'$&5,0,1$/'()(16($772851(<

GUY SELIGMAN ATTORNEY AT LAW | (954) 760-7600

Beverly Bidne)

Institutional investment advisor and
corporate lawyer Vince Logan has joined
the Native American Agriculture Fund as
FKLHI ¿QDQFLDO RI¿FHU DQG FKLHI LQYHVWPHQW
RI¿FHU 1$$) DQQRXQFHG LQ $SULO
Logan, a member of the Osage Nation,
is responsible for NAAF’s $266 million
portfolio and charged with overseeing the
¿QDQFHGHSDUWPHQWLPSOHPHQWLQJ¿QDQFLDO
systems, and managing the investment
program.
“He is a mentor to many professionals
in Indian Country and beyond, and his work
LQ ¿QDQFLDO DQG LQYHVWPHQW OHDGHUVKLS ZLOO
continue to have a lasting impact through
1$$)´ VDLG (OVLH 0HHNV 2JODOD /DNRWD 
NAAF Board chairperson.
Nominated by President Obama and
FRQ¿UPHGE\WKH866HQDWHLQ/RJDQ
served as the Special Trustee for American
,QGLDQV DW WKH 86 'HSDUWPHQW RI WKH
Interior.

:::&$67,//2/$:2)),&(6&20

Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours.
0\RãFHGHIHQGV'8,VGUXJRIIHQVHVVXVSHQGHG
OLFHQVHVGRPHVWLFYLROHQFHDQGDOOIHORQLHVDQG
PLVGHPHDQRUVWKURXJKRXW)ORULGDDQGWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHV
The hiring of an attorney is an important decision
that should not be based solely upon advertisement. Castillo worked as a Public Defender in
Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice since 1996. In 1995, he was voted
the Trial Attorney of the year. He graduated from
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the
Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.
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Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

Fourth day on the job as oral history coordinator at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Justin Giles holds an alligator subdued by Billy Walker.

Community Outreach:
Hello Seminole
in the community.
Community Outreach is a term that I
take to heart because I could not imagine
Spring is in full bloom and the love being in a predominantly Native place
bugs are beginning to connect with the without getting to know folks. I like to
windshield of my Jeep. This also means that see where the good food is, who can cook
the temperatures are rising and soon summer well, and simply visit with people. While
ZLOOEHLQIXOOVZLQJ7LPHÀLHVRQWKH%LJ there are certainly some differences here
Cypress Reservation and that is a good in southern Florida from Oklahoma, the
indication that I’m enjoying my time here in similarities far outweigh any sense of being
Seminole Country. The approaching summer away from home. Seminole Country is
also means that the beginning of ceremonial Indian Country and fortunately that is a real
season is near. As the corn dance begins comforting feeling. Plus, there are beaches
here in Florida, this Muscogee (Creek) boy to visit and the Everglades to explore that
will make a trip back to Oklahoma for the have been inhabited by indigenous people
beginning of our stomp dance season. I’ll for numerous millennia. This geography is
have much to share and stories to tell of certainly an important part of the Seminole
alligators, humidity, Tribal events, food, story told at the museum. It is important
and new Seminole aunties teasing me to remember that a good number of Tribal
just like my Muscogee Aunties back in Governments across North America now
2NODKRPD%HLQJDSDUWRIDFRPPXQLW\LV have active museums, cultural centers, or
important and thankfully my position at the community centers. These institutions share
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum as the oral history a common goal of telling Native history from
coordinator allows me to spend a lot of time the perspective of the Native community,
in their own voice. The Seminole Tribe of
BY JUSTIN GILES
Oral History Coordinator, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

Justin Giles visits Paul Bowers in his Big Cypress woodshop.

Florida has always been at the forefront of
this endeavor and oversees one of the oldest
and nationally accredited Tribal museums in
Indian Country.
There is a lot of Seminole history and
culture that the museum is tasked to present
to our visitors on a daily basis. In order to
make sure the Seminole Voice is always
present at the museum, community outreach
and participation is a must. In this aspect, the
occupation of museum staff is more than just
a job as we serve the Seminole community.
Lucky for me, my job keeps me from being
homesick and I’m glad to have some new
Seminole aunties tease me. If you see me out
and about, feel free to visit and toss me some
fry bread and sausage
Please be sure to
contact me anytime if you wish to participate
in the Oral History program and become a
part of the Seminole Voice we strive to
present at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.
6KR1D%HVK6KD0YWR

James Billie honored by the state for contributions to Florida folklife
BY ZACHARY BOEHM
Special to the Tribune

ALLA ASSEE
—
Four
distinguished Floridian folk artists and
community leaders were honored April
13 with the 2019 Florida Folk Heritage
Awards for their transformative, farreaching contributions to Florida’s folklife.
The awards were conferred by Florida’s
Department of State and were presented
during a ceremony at Word of South, an
annual festival of literature and music in
Tallahassee.
Among the honorees was former
Seminole Tribe of Florida Chairman
-DPHV %LOOLH ZKR ZDV UHFRJQL]HG ZLWK D
Folklife Advocate award for his resolute
and effective championing of Tribal
sovereignty, his decades-long commitment
to preserving traditional Seminole language
and culture and his own considerable artistic
achievements as a Grammy-nominated
songwriter.
%LOOLH ZKR ZDV ERUQ RI WKH %LUG &ODQ
in Dania, Florida, was elected chairman of
the Seminole Tribe in 1979 after completing
two tours in the Army during the Vietnam
:DU +LV ¿UVW WHQXUH DV FKDLUPDQ VSDQQHG
22 years, ending in 2001. Ten years later,
%LOOLHZDVUHHOHFWHG&KDLUPDQVHUYLQJIRU
a second stint from 2011 to 2016. His years
of tribal leadership distinguish him as one of
WKHORQJHVWVHUYLQJHOHFWHGSROLWLFDORI¿FLDOV
in the world.
'XULQJ KLV WHQXUH DV FKDLUPDQ %LOOLH
advocated unrelentingly for the enrichment
of Seminole folkways. He instituted several
strategic programs designed to chronicle and
preserve the Tribe’s unique cultural history,
including the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on the
%LJ &\SUHVV 6HPLQROH ,QGLDQ 5HVHUYDWLRQ
and the Seminole Camp at the Florida
Folk Festival — where trained scholars
of Seminole culture educate community
members about tribal traditions each year.

Culture, legends, stories and language are
very important to us.”
%LOOLH ZDV RQH RI IRXU FHOHEUDWHG IRON
artists and advocates to receive Florida
Folk Heritage awards at the ceremony.
7LQD%XFXYDODVFXUDWRURIDUWV KLVWRULFDO
resources for the City of Tarpon Springs,
MRLQHG %LOOLH LQ UHFHLYLQJ WKH )RONOLIH
Advocate Award for her more than 30
years of steadfast work preserving the
contributions of traditional folk artists in
South Florida and beyond.
Folk Artist awards were presented to
Jane Wells Scott, a scholar and instructor
RIWUDGLWLRQDO,ULVK¿GGOHZKRKDVSOD\HGDQ
indispensable role in the preservation and
exchange of folk traditions in North Florida,
and Michael Usina, a St. Augustine native
of Minorcan heritage whose life’s work
maintaining and promoting the hand-made
net-crafting techniques passed down by his
ancestors has positioned him as a leader in
the Florida folk art community.
Florida Secretary of State Laurel M.
Lee, who presided over the ceremony and
presented the awards, said the honorees
represented the legions of folk artists,
scholars and advocates throughout the
state whose work is key to sustaining and
communicating Florida’s vibrant cultural
heritage.
“We’re fortunate to have so many
Stacy Prato
Floridians who have brought tremendous
2019 Florida Folk Heritage Award recipient James Billie holds his award with his son Eecho, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee and Chair of the Florida
distinction to our state through their careers
Folklife Council Annette B. Fromm during a ceremony April 13 in Tallahassee.
and their tireless devotion to their crafts,”
she said. “Their work has touched and
%LOOLHLVDOVRFUHGLWHGZLWKVSHDUKHDGLQJ IHHOLQJ %LOOLH VDLG KLV DZDUG UHDI¿UPV WKH I’m proud of my tribe for maintaining their LQVSLUHGFRXQWOHVVSHRSOHDQGLW¶V¿WWLQJWKDW
the development of a modern tribal importance of robust, community-based heritage.
ZHKRQRUWKHPIRUWKHLULQÀXHQFHDQGWKHLU
“Even the younger generation, when brilliance.”
broadcasting
department
and
with initiatives for the preservation of traditional
you see them, you might think they know
revamping The Seminole Tribune, two Seminole language and culture.
Established in 1985, the Florida Folk
efforts that continue to facilitate enduring,
“It’s interesting, I’m not accustomed nothing, but they know quite a bit about their Heritage Awards are based on public
professionalized storytelling about the daily to getting awards; I’m generally the one traditions. The Seminole Tribe maintains its nominations and recommendations from the
lives and cultural contributions of Seminole ZKR¶VKDQGLQJWKHPRXW´KHVDLG³%XWLILW culture through programs like the Ah-Tah- Florida Folklife Council. The awards honor
wasn’t for the language, the legends and the 7KL.LPXVHXPLQ%LJ&\SUHVVRUWKURXJK the state’s foremost bearers of tradition
Tribe members.
While he admitted that receiving formal customs, there wouldn’t be a Seminole Tribe. language immersion programs like you see for their advocacy of, and demonstrated
recognition for his historic career of advocacy I always encourage the younger generation LQ WKH %ULJKWRQ 5HVHUYDWLRQ ZKHUH WKH\¶UH excellence in, the traditional arts.
and leadership may be a somewhat unfamiliar to learn something about their history, and teaching their young children the language.

‘Ancestral Connections’ links past to present through work of contemporary artists
FROM PRESS RELEASE

NE
O
I
— “Ancestral
Connections” will open at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the American Indian–
George Gustav Heye Center on May 4.
Organized by the museum’s head curator
Ann McMullen, this exhibition explores how
10 contemporary artists draw on aspects of
their heritage to create new and compelling
works of art.
The exhibition covers vast territory:
the works illustrate how connections to
Native culture, tradition and history serve
as a catalyst for contemporary Native
artistic expression. “Ancestral Connections”
shows how the featured artists use heritage,
tradition, and history—sometimes combined
with personal experiences or remembered
ancestors—as reference points rather than
rules for their art. Some of the artists have

been shaped by their traditional homelands
and landscapes, while others draw on
traditional worldviews, lifeways and artistic
traditions. Grounded in tradition and a sense
of themselves as Native people, they have
explored new materials, techniques, forms,
and art genres to challenge the boundaries of
what Native art can be.
The exhibition includes works by
0DUYLQ 2OLYHU 4XLQDXOW,VOHWD 3XHEOR E
1946), whose glass sculpture depicts salmon,
from which his people are descended;
/LOOLDQ 3LWW :DUP 6SULQJV:DVFR<DNDPD
b. 1943), who uses art to honor her culture
and heritage from the Columbia River
region; Jim Schoppert (Tlingit, 1947–1992),
ZKRVHVFXOSWXUHVFKDOOHQJHWKHGH¿QLWLRQRI
Northwest Coast Indian art; Michael Massie
/DEUDGRU,QXLW0pWLVE ZKRGUDZV
inspiration from cultures beyond his own

WR H[SDQG WKH ERXQGV RI ,QXLW DUW 5RVH %
Simpson (Santa Clara Pueblo, b. 1983),
whose mixed-media work is a way for her
to ground herself and connect physically
with the earth; Anita Fields (Osage, b.
1951), whose pieces are informed by the
Osage worldview; Gedion Caseo Fernandez
Nolasco (Quechua, b. 1964), whose piece
is an homage to the Ashaninka, an Andean
forest people whose members formerly
visited his hometown in Peru; Jackie Larson
%UHDG 3LNXQL%ODFNIHHWE ZKRVHDUW
UHÀHFWVWKHSDVWDQGSUHVHQWRIKHU%ODFNIHHW
SHRSOH -HUL 5HGFRUQ &DGGR3RWDZDWRPL
b. 1939), who uses pottery to connect to her
ancestors and their history; and Isabel Rorick
(Haida, b. 1955) and Robin Rorick (Haida,
b. 1980) whose painted spruce root basketry
hats connect them to their ancestral roots.

NAMI

Caddo Head Pot, 2005
Jeri Redcorn (Caddo/Potawatomi, b. 1939),
Norman, Oklahoma
Pottery, pigments
NMAI purchase from the artist, 2005
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Dr. Tonemah provides
insight about trauma’s
impact on the brain
BY DERRICK TIGER
Staff Reporter

OLL
OO
— Dr. Darryl
Tonemah, a Native health psychologist who
has been leading health seminars on Seminole
reservations in recent months, returned to
the Hollywood health complex March 27 to
provide insight on understanding the effects
trauma has on the human brain.
According to numerous studies, trauma
impacts three areas of the brain: the prefrontal
cortex also referred to as the “Thinking
Center;” the anterior cingulate cortex also
known as the “Emotion Regulation Center;”
and the amygdala, which is called the “Fear
Center.”
All three of these parts of the brain are
altered when trauma occurs. The “Thinking
Center” and “Emotion Regulation Center”
become underactive while the “Fear Center”
becomes overactive.
Tonemah said the brain registers
memories as having a beginning, middle
and end. However, when it is introduced
to trauma the brain only accounts when it
started, when it occurred, but never processes
it as having an ending.
“The level of trauma is determined by
the level of activation,” Tonemah said. “And
all that is relative to the person. There’s not

just one thing because each of us are put
together differently, your brain is put together
differently and things that happen prenatally
and genetically all determine how big of an
event this is to that part of the brain.”
Tonemah also stated that the brain is
most susceptible to trauma in childhood.
“When you come into the world the brain
is only 17 percent done developing, so what
it does is it says How is the world? And how
do I need to adjust?’” Tonemah said. “And if
the world is alcoholic, if the world is chaotic,
if the world is abusive, if the world is cold,
if the world is non-nurturing, if the world is
distant, then the brain adjusts to how it needs
to survive in that world.”
One factor to take into account,
according to Tonemah, is that when trauma
occurs it is not stored in the “logic” center
of the brain, so a person suffering from
traumatic stress may not respond to logical
questions. Tonemah – who has a degree in
psychology – believes talk therapy to be
less effective when dealing with trauma so
he approaches it as more of a physiological
process.
“What I’m concerned about is how are
you feeling right now?” Tonemah said. “The
event is over. When somebody is talking to
me they’re not going to be able to go back and
change the event. What their most concerned

Derrick Tiger

Dr. Darryl Tonemah has been leading seminars in recent months on Seminole reservations, including Hollywood on March 27.

about is how it feels in them. If I had a picture
of someone who hit me 25 years ago but it
means nothing to me—if it has no weight in
me--that’s reconciliation. The memory will

Task force formed on protecting Native children in IHS system
FROM PRESS RELEASE

AS IN ON — President Donald
J. Trump announced March 26 the formation
of a Presidential Task Force on Protecting
Native American Children in the Indian
Health Service System. According to a
White House press release, Trump has
charged the task force with investigating the
institutional and systemic breakdown that
failed to prevent a predatory pediatrician

from sexually assaulting children while
acting in his capacity as a doctor in the
Indian Health Service. The pediatrician left
the agency in 2016 and is now in Federal
prison.
The task force will be co-chaired by
Joseph Grogan, Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy, and the Honorable
Trent Shores, United States Attorney for the
Northern District of Oklahoma and citizen
of the Choctaw Nation.

and food science, and identify new
areas of work.
Sessions
will
explore
The fourth annual Conference
on Native American Nutrition youth voices, urban and rural
will be held at the Mystic Lake nutrition issues, best practices
Center in Prior Lake, Minnesota for collaboration between Native
and
academic
from Sept. 15-18. The conference communities
ZLOO EULQJ WRJHWKHU WULEDO RI¿FLDOV researchers, and more. The event
researchers, practitioners and will also be held in conjunction with
others to discuss the current state of the Native American Journalists
,QGLJHQRXVDQGDFDGHPLFVFLHQWL¿F Association’s annual National
Media
Conference.
knowledge about Native nutrition Native

Kitcheyan, Great Plains Area, Winnebago
Tribe of Nebraska
• Vice-Chair (2019-2020): William
In February, during the National Indian
+HDOWK %RDUG¶V  TXDUWHUO\ ERDUG RI Smith, Alaska Area, Valdez Native Tribe
• Secretary (2019-2021): Lisa Elgin,
directors meeting, members of the board held
elections for the positions of chairperson, &DOLIRUQLD$UHD0DQFKHVWHU3W$UHQD%DQG
vice-chair, member-at-large, and secretary. of Pomo Indians
• Member-at-Large
(2019-2020):
7KH QHZ 1,+% ([HFXWLYH &RPPLWWHH
Andrew Joseph Jr., Portland Area,
Members are:
• Chairperson (2019-2021): Victoria Confederated Tribes of the Colville
FROM PRESS RELEASE

In addition to programming
exclusively related to Native
nutrition, the two conferences will
have joint sessions that will focus
on telling the stories of the work in
Native food and nutrition.
Early
bird
pricing
on
conference registration ends July
15. For more information visit
seedsofnativehealth.org.

Healing the Circle Symposium
to be held in Hollywood
FROM PRESS RELEASE

OLL
OO — THealing the Cirlce in Our
Tribal Communities Symposium will be held Oct 1517 at the Native Learning Center in Hollywood.
The focus of the symposium is to bring awareness
of the importance of safe and healthy environments
for Native people. Training will provide advocates
and survivors cutting edge content and in-depth

information on women’s empowerment along with
positive healthy relationships.
Topics for the symposium (including but not
limited to): domestic violence, positive healthy
UHODWLRQVKLSVVHOIFDUHORYHZRPHQ¶VHPSRZHUPHQW
elder abuse awareness and missing and murdered
Indigenous women.
5HJLVWHU DW 1DWLYH/HDUQLQJ&HQWHUFRP+HDOLQJ
For more information call the NLC at 954-985-2315.

Judith A. Homko
Marital & Family Law

Divorce
Modifications
Appeals
Child Support

Alimony
Prenuptial Agreements
Paternity Issues
Domestic Violence

 _  )D[
320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

basic controlled breathing which affects the
stress center of the brain, reducing anxiety
and increasing alertness.

NIHB elects new executive board

Native American nutrition conference to be held in September
FROM PRESS RELEASE

still be there so the question is, how much
weight does it have?’”
A physical action he suggests for
managing overwhelming traumatic stress is

Reservation
• The position of Treasurer is
continuing its current term and is held by
6DPXHO 0RRVH %HPLGML $UHD 0LOOH /DFV
%DQGRI2MLEZH
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SEMINOLE SCENES

Beverly Bidney

BINGO-N-BBQ: We Do Recover hosted a BBQ April 4 for the Immokalee seniors and community. Although the weather was cloudy and windy,
it didn’t put out the flames in the massive grills or disturb the rousing bingo game under the chickee. Josh Garza, left, cuts the ribs as Lee
Jumper and Billie Tiger, above, grill the burgers.

onePulseFoundation/Facebook

HARD ROCK HEALS: At right, in March, the Hard Rock Heals Foundation makes
a $10,000 donation to the onePulse Foundation, a 501(c) 3 incorporated by the
owners of Pulse Nightclub and created following the 2016 mass shooting at
the club in Orlando. Donations to the foundation are used for the construction
and operation of an official memorial and museum, community grants and
educational programs and scholarships. “We would like to sincerely thank
Hard Rock Hotel at Universal Orlando and the Hard Rock Heals Foundation for
their charitable donation of $10,000. Your incredible generosity and continued
support are invaluable in making our vision a reality,” onePulse said on its
Facebook page.

Beverly Bidney

GRANDPA LOVE: In the shade of the chickee, Douglas Osceola
enjoys the company of his granddaughter Jaden OsceolaHaltof at the Naples Earth Day celebration April 22.

Kevin Johnson (2)

NAYO SCENES: At left, Salina Dorgan, from the Tribe’s recreation department, holds up a 2019 NAYO basketball shirt which she designed the back of for the tournament which was held April 25-26 at the Howard Tiger Recreation Center in Hollywood. The shirts
turned out to be a popular item; they were just about soldout by late afternoon on the second day. At right, spectators Jeremy Smith, Jack Smith, Leona Johnson and Javaris Johnson show their support while watching a game. The annual youth tournament
featured hundreds of Native American players from the Seminole, Choctaw, Cherokee, Seneca, Poarch Creek and Miccosukee tribes and other tribes.

Beverly Bidney

MORNING AT CAMP- As the early morning sun shines through the live oaks and chickees, Pemayetv
Emahakv Charter School teachers and students work in the Brighton culture camp April 17 as they
participate in the school’s annual culture days.

Beverly Bidney (2)

GONE FISHIN’: Above, Big Cypress recreation employee Marcus Thompson helps kids do some fishing March 27 off the Eight Clans Bridge during the
department’s spring break camp. At right, Jayde Billie and Jaden Henderson spend an afternoon at the fishing hole, or canal, during the camp.
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NATIONAL
NATIVE NEWS
1HZODZDQGSROLF\¿UPERDVWV
PDMRULW\RZQHUVKLSE\1DWLYHZRPHQ
+DUROG%LJ)LUHZDVD¿JKWHUDER[HU
%XW ZKHQ D FDU DFFLGHQW VWROH KLV OHIW
DUP WKH :LQQHEDJR IDWKHU KDG WR ¿QG
DQRWKHUZD\WRVXSSRUWKLVIDPLO\
6R KH EHFDPH D KHDY\ HTXLSPHQW
RSHUDWRU
³, PHDQ ZKR GULYHV KHDY\ HTXLSPHQW
ZLWKRQHDUP"+HGLG´VDLG/DQFH0RUJDQ
SUHVLGHQW DQG &(2 RI +R&KXQN ,QF WKH
:LQQHEDJR 7ULEH¶V HFRQRPLF GHYHORSPHQW
FRUSRUDWLRQ
5HFHQWO\ 0RUJDQ EHJDQ VHDUFKLQJ IRU
QDPHV IRU D QHZ ODZ ¿UP KH SODQQHG WR
ODXQFK DQG KH VDLG KH FRXOGQ¶W WKLQN RI D
EHWWHURQHWKDQKLVJUDQGIDWKHU¶V
³+HSUHWW\PXFKZDVWKHWRXJKHVWJX\,
NQHZLQP\OLIHDQG,OLNHWKHLGHDRIKRQRULQJ
KLV QDPH DQG KLV LPDJH DQG HVSHFLDOO\ RQ
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW KRSHIXOO\ FUHDWHV VRPH
SHUPDQHQFHLQ,QGLDQ&RXQWU\´
>5HFHQWO\@ 0RUJDQ DQG VHYHQ RWKHU
DWWRUQH\V ODXQFKHG WKH %LJ )LUH /DZ DQG
3ROLF\ *URXS D QHZ ODZ ¿UP ERUQH RXW
RI 0RUJDQ¶V IRUPHU OHJDO SDUWQHUVKLS ±
)UHGHULFNV 3HHEOHV DQG 0RUJDQ ± ZKLFK
0RUJDQ DQG VHYHUDO RI %LJ )LUH¶V DWWRUQH\V
UHFHQWO\OHIW
%LJ )LUH¶V VL[ SDUWQHUV DUH 0RUJDQ
/HRQLND &KDUJLQJ 6KHLOD &RUELQH 1LFROH
'XFKHQHDX[ %XUWRQ :DUULQJWRQ DQG
'DQHOOH6PLWK7ZRRWKHUDWWRUQH\V-RVHSK
9 0HVVLQHR DQG 0LFKDHO 1RYRWQ\ MRLQ
WKH ¿UP DV VHQLRU DVVRFLDWH DQG DVVRFLDWH
UHVSHFWLYHO\
:LWK IRXU RI LWV VL[ SDUWQHUV EHLQJ
ZRPHQ%LJ)LUHLVRQHRIWKH¿UVWODZ¿UPV
LQWKHFRXQWU\RZQHGE\DPDMRULW\RI1DWLYH
ZRPHQ
³7KDW PDNHV XV XQLTXH LQ ,QGLDQ
&RXQWU\´0RUJDQVDLG
&KDUJLQJ D FLWL]HQ RI WKH 0DQGDQ
+LGDWVD DQG $ULNDUD 1DWLRQ VDLG VKH¶V
KRSHIXO %LJ )LUH ZLOO VHUYH DV D VKLHOG IRU
,QGLDQ &RXQWU\ UHSUHVHQWLQJ WULEHV WULEDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV $ODVND 1DWLYH FRUSRUDWLRQV
DQGWULEDOJDPLQJHQWHUSULVHVDPRQJRWKHUV
6KH VDLG VKH GHFLGHG WR EHFRPH D
ODZ\HU DIWHU VHHLQJ WKH LPSDFW RI WKH 3LFN
6ORDQ 0LVVRXUL %DVLQ 3URJUDP RQ KHU WULEH
LQ1RUWK'DNRWD
7KHIHGHUDOÀRRGFRQWUROSURMHFWÀRRGHG
PXFK RI WKH SURGXFWLYH ODQG RQ WKH )RUW
%HUWKROG 5HVHUYDWLRQ DV ZHOO DV WKH KRPHV
DQG ODQGV RI KXQGUHGV RI WULEDO IDPLOLHV
&KDUJLQJ VDLG VKH XQGHUVWRRG WKHQ WKDW
KHU SHRSOH DQG DOO 1DWLYH SHRSOH QHHGHG
FRPSHWHQWDWWRUQH\VWRSURWHFWWKHLULQWHUHVWV
IURPSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHHQFURDFKPHQW
6KHVDLGD1DWLYHRZQHGODZ¿UPEULQJV
H[SHUWLVH WR 1DWLYH ODZ LVVXHV WKDW QRQ
1DWLYHRZQHGODZ¿UPVFDQ¶WE\EHLQJDEOH
WRXQGHUVWDQGWKHFKDOOHQJHVIDFLQJWULEHV
$QG &KDUJLQJ VDLG VKH¶V SDUWLFXODUO\
JUDWL¿HG WR EH DEOH WR ZRUN IRU D ODZ ¿UP
WKDWDSSUHFLDWHVWKHYDOXHRIGLYHUVLW\ZLWKLQ
LWV UDQNV 6KH VDLG PDQ\ ODZ ¿UPV VLPSO\
DUHQ¶WFRQFHUQHGZLWKXQGHUVWDQGLQJZK\VR
IHZZRPHQVHUYHDVSDUWQHUVRUVXSHUYLVRUV
ZLWKLQWKHLURUJDQL]DWLRQV
³:H¶UH EH\RQG WKDW´ VKH VDLG RI
%LJ )LUH ³:H¶UH EXLOW RQ D IRXQGDWLRQ RI
GLYHUVLW\ :H¶UH EXLOW RQ D IRXQGDWLRQ RI
JHQGHU HTXLW\ SD\ HTXLW\ DQG SURYLGLQJ
RSSRUWXQLW\IRUDWWRUQH\VRIFRORU´
0RUJDQVDLG%LJ)LUHSODQVWRDGGWKUHH
PRUH DWWRUQH\V PDNLQJ LW RQH RI WKH ODUJHU
ODZ ¿UPV LQ WKH FRXQWU\ SUDFWLFLQJ ,QGLDQ
ODZ $QG XQOLNH PDQ\ RI WKRVH ODUJH ODZ
¿UPV ZKLFK GRQ¶W XVXDOO\ IRFXV RQ 1DWLYH
ODZ %LJ )LUH¶V SULPDU\ PLVVLRQ ZLOO EH WR
VHUYHLWV1DWLYHFOLHQWV
+H VDLG DQ H[SORVLRQ RI HFRQRPLF
GHYHORSPHQWLQ,QGLDQ&RXQWU\KDVSURYLGHG
JUHDWHU RSSRUWXQLW\ DQG QHHG IRU 1DWLYH
DWWRUQH\V WR SURWHFW WULEDO LQWHUHVWV +H VDLG
KLVJRDOLVWRFUHDWHWKHODUJHVW1DWLYHRZQHG
ODZ¿UPLQWKHFRXQWU\ZLWKLQWKHQH[W¿YH
WR\HDUV
³:H ZDQW WR FUHDWH WKH SRXQG
JRULOOD LQ RXU ZRUOG DQG ZH ZDQW LW WR EH
1DWLYHFRQWUROOHG´0RUJDQVDLG
+H VDLG WKH ¿UP¶V DWWRUQH\V EULQJ ZLWK
WKHP YDOXDEOH OLIH H[SHULHQFHV KDYLQJ
VHUYHG DV WULEDO MXGJHV WULEDO HFRQRPLF
GHYHORSPHQW H[HFXWLYHV DQG HOHFWHG WULEDO
OHDGHUV
$PRQJWKHPLV:DUULQJWRQDFLWL]HQRI
WKH 3UDLULH %DQG 3RWDZDWRPL 1DWLRQ ZKR
VHUYHGIRU¿YH\HDUVDVWKH&(2RIKLVWULEH¶V
HFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWFRUSRUDWLRQ
:DUULQJWRQVDLGKLVH[SHULHQFHVLQIRUP
KLV DSSURDFK WR 1DWLYH OHJDO LVVXHV DQG
LQVSLUH KLP WR FRQWLQXH VHHNLQJ WR SURWHFW
WULEDOLQWHUHVWV
³%HFDXVH RI RXU DQFHVWRUV ZH¶UH KHUH
QRZ DQG LW¶V RQ RXU VKRXOGHUV WR NHHS WKLV
¿JKWXSLQDOLWWOHGLIIHUHQWZD\´KHVDLG
³)RU XV LW¶V EHLQJ DWWRUQH\V DQG
FRQWULEXWLQJ WR WKH SUHVHUYDWLRQ DQG
DGYDQFHPHQWRIRXUWULEDOULJKWV´
- Indianz.com

)ORRGLQJKLWV3LQH5LGJH5HVHUYDWLRQ
)ORRGLQJWKDWKDVKLWSDUWVRIWKH0LGZHVW
KDUG KDV QHDUO\ SDUDO\]HG DQ $PHULFDQ
,QGLDQUHVHUYDWLRQLQVRXWKHUQ6RXWK'DNRWD
VZDPSLQJ URDGV WUDSSLQJ SHRSOH LQ KRPHV
DQGFXWWLQJRIIZDWHUVXSSOLHVWRWKRXVDQGV
7KH VLWXDWLRQ RQ WKH VSUDZOLQJ 3LQH
5LGJH 5HVHUYDWLRQ ZDV LPSURYLQJ7XHVGD\
EXWWZRZHHNVRIVHYHUHÀRRGLQJFRXOGSXW
WKH2JODOD6LRX[WULEHLQUHFRYHU\PRGHIRU
PRQWKVLIQRWORQJHUDQGGHDODVHULRXVEORZ
WRLWVHFRQRP\3UHVLGHQW-XOLDQ%HDU5XQQHU
VDLG
³7KLV LV JRLQJ WR KDYH D GHYDVWDWLQJ

Cheyenne Kippenberger:
Miss Indian World

HIIHFW RQ XV , IHHO´ KH VDLG ³7KH WULEH LV
XWLOL]LQJ DQ\ DQG DOO RI LWV UHVRXUFHV WR WU\
WR KHOS WKH FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW KDYH EHHQ
LPSDFWHG´
7KHSUDLULHUHVHUYDWLRQLVURXJKO\WKHVL]H
RI'HODZDUHDQG5KRGH,VODQGFRPELQHGDQG
LVKRPHWRQHDUO\SHRSOHDERXWKDOI
OLYLQJ LQ SRYHUW\ DFFRUGLQJ WR 86 &HQVXV
%XUHDXVWDWLVWLFV+HDY\VQRZIDOODQGDUDSLG
PHOW WKLV PRQWK OHG WR RYHUODQG ÀRRGLQJ
VZROOHQ FUHHNV DQG ULYHUV VZDPSHG URDGV
DQGEURNHQZDWHUOLQHV
- Argusleader.com

1HZ0H[LFRUHSODFHV&ROXPEXV
'D\ZLWK,QGLJHQRXV3HRSOH¶V'D\
1HZ 0H[LFR ZLOO QR ORQJHU FHOHEUDWH
&ROXPEXV 'D\ RQ WKH VHFRQG 0RQGD\
RI 2FWREHU LQVWHDG RSWLQJ IRU D KROLGD\
KRQRULQJ1DWLYH$PHULFDQV
'HPRFUDWLF *RY 0LFKHOOH /XMDQ
*ULVKDP RQ7XHVGD\ VLJQHG D PHDVXUH WKDW
FUHDWHV ,QGLJHQRXV 3HRSOHV¶ 'D\ DQG QL[HV
&ROXPEXV'D\IURPWKHOLVWRIRI¿FLDOVWDWH
KROLGD\V DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH $OEXTXHUTXH
-RXUQDO7KHELOOVDLOHGWKURXJKWKHOHJLVODWXUH
HDUOLHUWKLV\HDU
1HZ0H[LFRMRLQVDJURZLQJQXPEHURI
VWDWHV DQG PXQLFLSDOLWLHV WKDW DUH UHSODFLQJ
Damon Scott
WKH KROLGD\ FHOHEUDWLQJ &ROXPEXV ZLWK D
GD\KRQRULQJLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHVWKRXJKWKH Above, Miss Florida Seminole Cheyenne Kippenberger does a traditional Seminole hair demonstration during the talent competition April 27 at the Miss
IHGHUDOKROLGD\UHPDLQVLQSODFH7KHFKDQJHV Indian World Pageant in New Mexico. Below, Cheyenne enters the arena on the final night of the competition. More than 10,000 people filled the arena.
DUH LQ UHVSRQVH WR D JURZLQJ FRQWURYHUV\
RYHUWKHYDOLGLW\RIKRQRULQJ&ROXPEXVDVD
KHUREHFDXVHRIKLVWUHDWPHQWRILQGLJHQRXV
SHRSOH
7KH 1HZ 0H[LFR PHDVXUH ZDV
LQWURGXFHG E\ VWDWH 5HS 'HUULFN /HQWH
D 'HPRFUDW DQG D PHPEHU RI WKH 6DQGLD
3XHEOR WULEH LQ FHQWUDO 1HZ 0H[LFR WKH
$OEXTXHUTXH -RXUQDO UHSRUWV 1HZ 0H[LFR
KDV$PHULFDQ,QGLDQQDWLRQVDQGWULEHV
- usnews.com

86ODZPDNHUVLQWURGXFHELOOWR
SURWHFW1DWLYH$PHULFDQVLWHIURP
GULOOLQJ
1HZ 0H[LFR ODZPDNHUV LQWURGXFHG D
ELOOWRSURWHFWIHGHUDOODQGVDURXQGWKH&KDFR
&DQ\RQIURPGULOOLQJDQGPLQLQJDWWHPSWLQJ
WR SHUPDQHQWO\ VKLHOG WKH 1DWLYH$PHULFDQ
FXOWXUDO VLWH IURP UHFXUULQJ DWWHPSWV DW RLO
DQGJDVOHDVLQJ
86 6HQDWRUV 7RP 8GDOO DQG 0DUWLQ
+HLQULFKDQG865HSUHVHQWDWLYHV%HQ5D\
/XMiQDQG'HE+DDODQGLQWURGXFHGWKH&KDFR
&XOWXUDO+HULWDJH$UHD3URWHFWLRQ$FWZKLFK
ZRXOGEDUDQ\IXWXUHOHDVLQJRUGHYHORSPHQW
RI PLQHUDOV RZQHG E\ WKH 86 JRYHUQPHQW
ORFDWHGZLWKLQDPLOHSURWHFWHGUDGLXVRI
WKHDUHD
7KH)HGHUDO%XUHDXRI/DQG0DQDJHPHQW
KDGGHIHUUHGDSODQQHGOHDVHVDOHRIDURXQG
 DFUHV ZLWKLQ  PLOHV RI WKH SDUN LQ
)HEUXDU\ DIWHU VWURQJ SXEOLF RSSRVLWLRQ ,W
ZDV WKH WKLUG DWWHPSW E\ WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
WRRIIHUWKRVHODQGVIRUOHDVLQJ
³(YHQ DV DUFKDHRORJLVWV DUH PDNLQJ
H[FLWLQJ QHZ GLVFRYHULHV DERXW WKLV UHJLRQ
± DQG HYHQ DV 7ULEHV DQG WKH $PHULFDQ
SXEOLFVSHDNRXWLQRYHUZKHOPLQJVXSSRUWRI
SURWHFWLQJ WKLV SUHFLRXV ODQGVFDSH ± &KDFR
LV EHLQJ WKUHDWHQHG E\ H[SDQGLQJ HQHUJ\
GHYHORSPHQW LQFOXGLQJ UHFHQWO\ SURSRVHG
OHDVLQJ LQVLGH WKLV ORQJVWDQGLQJ EXIIHU
]RQH´8GDOOVDLGLQDVWDWHPHQW
7KH 1DYDMR 1DWLRQ DV ZHOO DV WKH
$OO 3XHEOR &RXQFLO RI *RYHUQRUV $3&* 
EDFNHG WKH OHJLVODWLRQ ZKLFK WKH\ VDLG
ZRXOGSURWHFWVDFUHGVLWHVIURPGHYHORSPHQW
DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOGHVWUXFWLRQ
³7KLV ODQG LV D SDUW RI RXU KLVWRULHV
DV WULEDO QDWLRQV DQG KROGV OLIHDI¿UPLQJ
UHVRXUFHV WKDW PDQ\ RI RXU 3XHEORV VWLOO
UHPHPEHUDQGXVH´VDLG$OO3XHEOR&RXQFLO
RI *RYHUQRUV &KDLUPDQ ( 3DXO 7RUUHV
³2QFH WKHVH DUHDV DUH GHYHORSHG WKH\ DUH
JRQHIRUHYHU´
- Yahoo! News

/RXLVLDQDWULEHSURWHFWVKLVWRULF
VLWHVZLWKR\VWHUVKHOOV
$ZDOORIR\VWHUVKHOOVKDVEHHQHUHFWHG
QHDU 0RQWHJXW WR SURWHFW KLVWRULFDO 1DWLYH
$PHULFDQPRXQGVWKUHDWHQHGE\HURVLRQDQG
VHDOHYHOULVH
7KH SDUWLDOO\VXEPHUJHG ZDOO ZDV
FRPSOHWHG WKLV PRQWK E\ WKH &RDOLWLRQ WR
5HVWRUH &RDVWDO /RXLVLDQD &5&/  3RLQWH
DX&KLHQ ,QGLDQ 7ULEH DQG PRUH WKDQ 
YROXQWHHUV 7KH\ VSHQW ZHHNV KDXOLQJ DQG
SODFLQJ DERXW  WRQV RI VKHOOV JDWKHUHG
IURP1HZ2UOHDQVDUHDUHVWDXUDQWV
7KH ZDOO ZLOO DFW DV DQ DUWL¿FLDO UHHI
IRVWHULQJ WKH JURZWK RI R\VWHUV DQG RWKHU
PDULQH OLIH ZKLOH SURWHFWLQJ D FROOHFWLRQ RI
PRXQGVYDOXHGE\PHPEHUVRIWKHWULEH
³2XU DQFHVWRUV PDGH WKHVH PRXQGV VR
ZHZRQ¶WMXVWVWDQGE\ZKLOHWKH\DUHZDVKHG
DZD\´ 3RLQWHDX&KLHQ PHPEHU 'RQDOG
'DUGDUVDLG
³:H OLNH WKDW WKH R\VWHU EHG ZLOO EH
JRRGIRURWKHU¿VKWRRVLQFHZH¶UHPRVWO\
FRPPHUFLDO¿VKHUPHQKHUH´DGGHG7KHUHVD
'DUGDU'RQDOG¶VZLIH
7KH R\VWHU UHHI LV WKH VHFRQG EXLOW E\
&5&/LQ/RXLVLDQD,QWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ
¿QLVKHGDKDOIPLOHORQJUHHILQ6W%HUQDUG
3DULVKXVLQJPRUHWKDQWRQVRIUHF\FOHG
VKHOOV

Damon Scott (3)

At right, Wanda Bowers gives
two thumbs up after Miss Florida
Seminole Cheyenne Kippenberger
became the first Seminole Tribal
member to win Miss Indian World.
Standing with her are Cheyenne’s
father Joe Kippenberger and to
his right Cheyenne’s grandmother
Lawanna Osceola-Niles, who was
Miss Florida Seminole in 1960. At
far right is current Miss Jr. Florida
Seminole Clarice DeMayo. Below,
Cheyenne sports a smile with other
contestants during the competition.
See complete coverage of the new
Miss Indian World in the May 31 issue
of the Tribune.
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South Florida’s
Only place to

ROCK!

HARD ROCK EVENT CENTER
may 3

JUDAS PRIEST

WITH SPECIAL GUEST URIAH HEEP

may 5

EVANESCENCE

may 9

may 10

LIVE ON STAGE

NIGHT OF THE UNDEFEATED

WANDA SYKES

may 11

TOM JONES

may 31

TYLER HENRY
HOLLYWOOD MEDIUM

TICKETMASTER.COM
M Y H R L . C O M • H A R D R O C K H O L L Y. C O M

RUMBLE AT THE ROCK V

may 25

AN INTIMATE EVENING WITH

KRISTIN CHENOWETH

June 7

THE CLAIRVOYANTS
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Aubee Billie stars in ‘Miss Saigon’
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

ES PALM EA
— If you
think “Miss Saigon” is simply a girl meets
boy love story, or in this case, a Vietnam teen
meets American GI love story, think again.
And if you think Aubee Billie is just
a typical 15-old-year high school student,
think again.
For three captivating hours on a
7KXUVGD\ HYHQLQJ LQ $SULO %LOOLH D
VRSKRPRUHDW7KH.LQJ¶V$FDGHP\ZKLVNHG
the audience on an emotional rollercoaster ride with a riveting performance
that culminated with a thundering standing
ovation and an abundance of well-deserved
praise at the school’s Page Family Center for
Performing Arts in West Palm Beach.
Acing the play’s lead role of Vietnamese
WHHQDJHU.LPGXULQJDQGDIWHUWKH9LHWQDP
:DU %LOOLH ÀDZOHVVO\ YHQWXUHG WKURXJK WKH
peaks and valleys of a turbulent teenage
and young adult life precariously occupied
by abandonment, romance, marriage,
motherhood, love triangle, murder, suicide
and war in besieged Saigon in the mid1970s.
%XW WKLV OHDG UROH LQ 7KH .LQJ¶V
$FDGHP\7KHDWUH&RPSDQ\SURGXFWLRQGLG
more than shine a bright spotlight on the
daughter of James and Maria Billie; it also
brought her closer to her dad’s military past,
which she grasped to further her role and
understanding of the war.
³7KH ZD\ , UHODWH WR LW LV IURP P\
dad because he served in the Vietnam War
for two years,” Billie said, “so hearing his
stories and most of the scenes in there are
actually what guys did, like them going to
bars and them getting girls and paying for
girls and stuff like that. I relate to the story
through my dad and through research and
seeing the pictures and how [the women]
climbed up the gates just to get freedom and
just to survive.”
James Billie, a former chairman of the
6HPLQROH 7ULEH RI )ORULGD DWWHQGHG QHDUO\
every performance of “Miss Saigon” during
its two-week run that ended April 13.
³7KLV LV QRW ZKDW \RX FDOO KLJK VFKRRO

1HDUO\ DOO WKH FUHGLWHG UROHV LQ ³0LVV
Saigon” belonged to juniors and seniors, but
Aubee Billie, as a sophomore, managed to
capture the lead.
“She’s 15 and she’s remarkable,” is how
7KH.LQJ¶V$FDGHP\DUWLVWLFGLUHFWRU'DYLG
Snyder described Aubee to the audience
prior to the start of the April 11 performance.
Before the end of the night, audience
members, who included some Seminoles,
concurred with Snyder’s critique.
“I think she’s spectacular and one of
WKH JUHDW XSDQGFRPLQJ 1DWLYH $PHULFDQ
stars,” said Spencer Battiest, who is already
an accomplished singer and actor. “For me
and my career, it makes me so happy because
that’s what I want to see, I want to see that
generation take it further than I ever could.”
Aubee Billie saw Battiest perform in the
1DWLYH$PHULFDQSOD\³'LVWDQW7KXQGHU´
³7KDWZDVKHU¿UVWWLPHLQ1HZ<RUN´
Battiest said. “It was a cool experience to
have here there. And now, two years later, to
see her on stage in a role like this, I feel like
a proud brother. She has a beautiful voice
and she’s going to be a star.”
Joni Josh, who worked in the chairman’s
RI¿FH ZKHQ -DPHV %LOOLH ZDV FKDLUPDQ
remembered Aubee’s visits and her voice.
³6KH¶VJUHDW6KH¶GFRPHLQWRWKHRI¿FH
and sing. She’d sing everything. She’s really
taken off. I’m so proud of her,” Josh said.
Praise for Billie’s performance extended
EH\RQG WKH 7ULEH WRR  7KHDWUHJRHU -HUU\
Waldman didn’t have to wait until the end of
the play to give a thumbs up.
Amber Loveland/The King’s Academy
³6KH¶V WHUUL¿F 6KH¶V \HDUVROG
Aubee Billie, center, performs in The King’s Academy Theatre Company’s production of “Miss Saigon” in April. Billie, a sophomore at The King’s Academy She’s wonderful,” Waldman said during
in West Palm Beach, played the leading role of Kim, a Vietnamese teen who falls in love with an American GI during the Vietnam War.
intermission.
7KH DXGLHQFH ZLWQHVVHG ZKDW 6Q\GHU
the
director,
has appreciated ever since Billie
drama; this is Broadway-show quality,” he they needed replacements, so I was one of VKHZDVGHDG´-DPHV%LOOLHVDLG³7KDWZDV
earned
the
role.
said.
the replacements.”
touching.”
“Every night I sit back and I wonder
James Billie was an airborne trooper in
It wasn’t the play’s war scenes,
James Billie said his daughter caught
where
is she getting all this from as a
the U.S. Army who served in Vietnam in the however, that tugged at his heart the most; the acting and singing bug at about age 11
15-year-old.
She comes out on stage and
mid-to-late 1960s.
UDWKHULWZDVZKHQ.LPVHQGVKHU\RXQJVRQ or 12 when she told her parents she wanted
immediately
the audience is engaged with
“I went over there with the 101st to America and waves goodbye, a somber WR JR WR D VXPPHU ¿QH DUWV FDPS LQ 1HZ
Airborne, but then once you get there it moment reminiscent of one that happened in York. She’s returned to the camp in ensuing her. Immediately, the moment she walks on
stage there’s something about her presence,”
don’t matter who you’re with, when the James Billie’s life when he was a kid.
summers.
RXW¿W QHHGV VRPH SHRSOH WKH\ MXVW SXW
³7KH WRXFK\ SDUW ZDV QRW EHFDXVH RI
³7KLV\HDU,DVNHGKHULIVKHLVJRLQJWR Snyder said.
\RX LQ WKHUH´ -DPHV %LOOLH VDLG ³7KH WK 9LHWQDP7KHODVWWLPH,VDZP\PRWKHUVKH JREDFN´-DPHV%LOOLHVDLG³6KHVDLGµ1R
infantry from Hawaii was really get their was at Broward General Hospital, second :KHQ , FDPH WR >7KH .LQJ¶V $FDGHP\@
)See AUBEE BILLIE on page 6B
UHDUHQGVNLFNHG7KH\KDGDEDGEDWWOHDQG ÀRRUZDYLQJWRXVJRRGE\H7ZRGD\VODWHU everything I wanted is right here’.”

Seminole Tribe honors defending national champion Seminoles
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

Any time Florida State University and
the University of Florida meet in athletics the
FRPSHWLWLRQV FDUU\ DGGLWLRQDO VLJQL¿FDQFH
thanks to the matchup being one of the best
rivalries in the nation, no matter the sport.
When the defending national champion
Seminoles softball team hosted the Gators
on April 17 there was even more magnitude
than usual.
Both teams were ranked in the top six in
the country. More than 1,800 fans – the third
ODUJHVW KRPH FURZG LQ )68 KLVWRU\ ± ¿OOHG
JoAnne Graf Field for the Wednesday night
showdown. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis threw
RXW WKH ¿UVW SLWFK$QG WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH
was represented in a pregame ceremony
by Richard Osceola, who presented FSU
coach Lonnie Alameda with a framed
portrait of a woman that he referred to as
“Mother Morningstar” and a medallion of
WKH0RWKHURQDQHFNODFH7KHSUHVHQWDWLRQV
were made in recognition of FSU’s national
championship squad from a year ago.
“We’re honoring [coach Alameda] with
the success she’s had here,” Osceola said,
“and being a woman’s team, we thought it
would be nice to give her a portrait of a lady.”
Osceola explained that the portrait and
medallion represent wisdom among other
things and that each clan has a “Mother
Morningstar” or someone of similar ilk.
“She’s a wisdom woman. She has a lot

of Indian wisdom and culture and life itself,”
Osceola said.
7KHSRUWUDLWZDVPDGHE\/HUR\2VFHROD
and was presented on behalf of Chairman
0DUFHOOXV : 2VFHROD -U¶V RI¿FH 7KH
PHGDOOLRQZDVPDGHE\7LQD0DULH2VFHROD
and was presented on behalf of President
0LWFKHOO&\SUHVV¶VRI¿FH
Alameda treasures the relationship
EHWZHHQ)68DQGWKH7ULEH
“It was a great honor to host the
6HPLQROH 7ULEH IRU WKH JDPH DQG LW LV
a continual privilege to represent the
Seminoles every day as the head coach of
the FSU softball team,” Alameda wrote in
DQ HPDLO WR WKH 7ULEXQH ³,W LV RXWVWDQGLQJ
to have the relationship that we do with
WKH 7ULEH DQG KRZ RIWHQ WKH\ DUH ZLOOLQJ
to come up and share the stories of their
history, or be gracious and hospitable to us
when we are down in South Florida. I aspire
to be everything that Mother Morningstar
represents in being a strong leader and will
treasure the portrait and the necklace forever.
As head coach of the FSU softball program,
I not only want to develop the young women
into the best players and students that they
can be, but also to educate them on what the
6HPLQROH 7ULEH UHSUHVHQWV DQG WKHLU ORQJ
history. We appreciate our relationship with
WKH7ULEHDQGKRZZHDUHSDUWRIDFRPPXQDO
family.”
As for the game, FSU fell to UF, 4-0,
but the Seminoles rebounded right away,
winning their next six games as of April 27
and upping their record to 44-8.

Ryals Lee

Florida State shortstop Cali Harrod shakes hands with Richard Osceola, who made a pregame
presenation on behalf of the Seminole Tribe’s Tribal Council and Board of Directors.

Ryals Lee (2)

Above, Richard Osceola presents Florida State softball coach Lonni Alameda with gifts on behalf of the Seminole Tribe’s Tribal Council and Board of
Directors during a pregame ceremony April 17 before FSU’s home game against Florida. Below, generations of the Osceola family attend FSU’s game
against Florida.
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Living, learning history at PECS culture camp
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

I
ON — Pemayetv Emahakv
Charter School students brought history to
life in April as they learned to live as their
ancestors did at culture camp.
The annual culture camp days featured
age-appropriate hands-on tasks and activities
on April 17 for grades 7-8 and April 18 for
JUDGHV2QWKH¿UVWGD\WKHROGHUVWXGHQWV
OHDUQHGWRVFDOHDQGFOHDQ¿VKEUHDNGRZQ
FDEEDJHSDOPVWRPDNHVZDPSFDEEDJHDQG
played traditional games such as horseshoes
and corn hole.
0RVWRIWKHGD\¶VDFWLYLWLHVZHUHJHQGHU
VSHFL¿F ER\V VODXJKWHUHG DQG EXWFKHUHG D
SRXQGKRJFDUYHGVSHDUVIURPF\SUHVV
ZRRGVKRWDUURZVDWDQLPDOVKDSHGWDUJHWV
DQG WKUHZ WRPDKDZNV *LUOV SUHSDUHG WKH
WUDGLWLRQDO PHDO ZKLFK LQFOXGHG SRUN ¿VK
IU\EUHDG VZDPS FDEEDJH VZHHW SRWDWRHV
JUHHQ EHDQV ULFH DQG VWHZ ZLWK JUDY\
7KH\ DOVR FOHDQHG DQG URDVWHG WKUHH ZDWHU
WXUWOHV JURXQG FRUQ DQG PDGH URDVWHG FRUQ
VRINHHWRVVHGVNLOOHWVDQGOHDUQHGWRFUHDWH
traditional Seminole hairstyles.
³/HDUQLQJ WKLV ZLOO KHOS PH VXUYLYH LQ
WKH ZLOGHUQHVV LI DQ\WKLQJ KDSSHQV´ VDLG
HLJKWKJUDGHU 7DWLDQD 7RUUHV  ³,W¶V FRRO
DQGIXQOHDUQLQJZKDWRXUDQFHVWRUVXVHGWR
GRWKH\ZHUHVPDUW´
*LUOV OLVWHQHG DQG ZDWFKHG DURXQG D
WDEOH DV +HOHQH %XVWHU GHPRQVWUDWHG KRZ
WRPDNHIU\EUHDGOLJKWDQGÀXII\6KHWROG
WKHP WKH NH\ LV QRW WR ZRUN WKH GRXJK WRR
PXFKRULWZLOOJHWKDUGZKHQLWLVFRRNHG
Most of the students have been learning
culture throughout their time at PECS and
have attended culture camp before. For
HLJKWKJUDGHUV WKLV ZDV WKHLU ODVW WLPH
spending the day under the oaks and chickees
at the Brighton camp.
³,WU\QRWWRWKLQNDERXWWKLVDVP\ODVW
\HDU WKLV VFKRRO KDV EHHQ D KRPH WR PH´
VDLGHLJKWKJUDGHU:LQQLH*RSKHU³,¶YH
OHDUQHGUHVSHFWIRUWKHHOGHUVZKRFRPHRXW
DQG GR WKLV ZLWK XV WKH\ GRQ¶W KDYH WR ,W
KXPEOHV PH (YHU\ WLPH , FRPH RXW KHUH
WKH\WHDFKPHPRUHDQGPRUH´
Brighton elders come to help every year
ZLWKDPLVVLRQWRSDVVWKHFXOWXUHRQWRWKH
next generations.
³:HGRLWVRWKHFXOWXUHFDQFRQWLQXH´
$OLFH 6ZHDW VDLG ³6RPHRQH KDV WR WHDFK
WKHVH WKLQJV ZH DUHQ¶W JRLQJ WR EH DURXQG
forever. The girls are eager to learn.
Hopefully they can add this to their modern
KRPHV´
Culture used to be taught in clans by
IDPLO\ PHPEHUV EXW DFFRPPRGDWLRQV DUH
made for today’s modern lifestyles.

³<RX FDQ¶W KHOS ZKR \RX IDOO LQ
ORYH ZLWK EXW \RX ZDQW WR WU\ WR NHHS WKH
6HPLQROHEORRG´%XVWHUVDLG³<RXQHHGWR
OHDUQWKHVWXIIZHDUHGRLQJKHUHVR\RXFDQ
SDVVLWRQWR\RXUFKLOGUHQ´
0RUH SHDUOV RI ZLVGRP ZHUH VKDUHG
ZLWKWKHJLUOV
³/HDUQ WR VHZ GR EHDGZRUN DQG PDNH
FUDIWV´ 6KRUH VDLG ³/HDUQ \RXU ODQJXDJH
/DQJXDJH LV ZKR \RX DUH LI \RX ORVW WKDW
\RXORVHHYHU\WKLQJ´
³8VH WKH ZRUGV \RX OHDUQ LQ FODVV´
DGGHG %XVWHU ³,I \RX XVH WKHP \RX ZLOO
JHWXVHGWRVSHDNLQJ<RXDOONQRZDORWRI
ZRUGV MXVW XVH WKHP LQ FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK
HDFKRWKHU´
$IWHUWKHJLUOVVHUYHGOXQFKWKHVWXGHQWV
ZHQWWRWKHRWKHUDFWLYLWLHV*LUOVOHDUQHGWR
make the hairstyle often seen in black and
ZKLWHSKRWRVRIDQFHVWRUVLQWKH(YHUJODGHV
7KH KDLU LV ZUDSSHG DURXQG D SLHFH RI
FDUGERDUGDQGNHSWLQSODFHZLWKDQHW
³7KH\ ZRUH LW WKDW ZD\ WR EORFN WKH
VXQ´ VDLG FXOWXUH LQVWUXFWRU -DGH 2VFHROD
³:H ZRUH LW LQVWHDG RI D KDW ZH SUREDEO\
FRXOGQ¶WKDYHDIIRUGHGDKDW´
%\ WKH HQG RI WKH GD\ NLGV KDG
experienced a time gone by.
³7KLVKDVWDXJKWPHWRUHVSHFWP\HOGHUV
FKHULVK P\ FXOWXUH DQG OHDUQ HYHU\WKLQJ ,
FDQZKLOH,FDQ´VDLGHLJKWKJUDGHU3KHULDQ
%DNHU³,W¶VLPSRUWDQWWRPHDQG,ZDQWLW
to be around for my grandchildren and greatJUDQGFKLOGUHQ´
Beverly Bidney
The message to learn the culture and use
PECS eighth-grade girls show off their traditional hairstyles in a formal portrait at the Brighton culture camp April 17.
LWRUORVHLWZDVDVWURQJRQH
³:H ZHQW IURP GRLQJ HYHU\WKLQJ IRU
KRPH WR WKH IDPLO\´ %XVWHU H[SODLQHG ³,I ourselves to being able to pay someone to do
\HDU(LJKWKJUDGHU6K\O\QQ7HVWHUPDQ RQH&UHDWRU´
Buster gave advice for living an \RX ZHUH D JRRG FRRN \RX PDGH VXUH WR WKLQJVIRUXV´+HOHQH%XVWHUVDLG³$OLWWOH
ZLOOPLVVKDYLQJLWLQWKHIXWXUHEXWVKHSODQV
ELW RI NQRZOHGJH LV EHWWHU WKDQ QRQH 7ZR
to keep learning from her great-grandmother honorable life and told the boys to stay PDNHHQRXJKVR\RXFRXOGHDWWRR´
The discussion then turned to marriage GD\VRIFXOWXUHFDPSSUREDEO\LVQ¶WHQRXJK
IRFXVHGRQZKDWWKH\DUHGRLQJZKHUHWKH\
Emma Fish.
Seventh-graders noticed a marked DUHDQGZK\)ROORZUXOHV%HDZDUHRIHYHU\ and the importance of marrying into the EXWLWJLYHVWKHPDWDVWHRIWKHFXOWXUH´
GLIIHUHQFH LQ FDPS QRZ WKDW WKH\ DUH WKH ZRUGWKH\VSHDNEHSUHFLVH2EVHUYHVRWKH\ Tribe to maintain it.
older students. Tasks and responsibilities are FDQOHDUQZKDWLVJRLQJRQ
³<RXQHHGWREHNQRZOHGJHDEOHHQRXJK
quite different as a younger student.
“We stand out here longer and help out WR SURYLGH IRU WKH IDPLO\´ KH VDLG ³<RX
PRUH´ VDLG VHYHQWKJUDGHU &H&H 7KRPDV FDQ GR DQ\WKLQJ \RX ZDQW LI \RX SXW \RXU
³:KHQZH¶UH\RXQJHUWKH\GRQ¶WWUXVWXV minds to it and try hard. Take care of your
DVPXFK1RZWKH\OHWXVFRRNE\WKH¿UH, ERG\VRLWZLOOODVWDORQJWLPH6WD\VWURQJ
VHHKRZKDUGRXUDQFHVWRUVKDGWRZRUNMXVW ,QHYHUXVHWKHZRUGSRZHU,XVHHQHUJ\DQG
WR FRRN D PHDO ,¶P WKDQNIXO IRU ZKDW ZH NQRZOHGJH7KH&UHDWRUKDVDOOWKHSRZHU´
2YHUDWWKHJLUOV¶GLVFXVVLRQWKHZRPHQ
KDYHQRZEXW,GRQ¶WWDNHLWIRUJUDQWHG´
,QVWHDGRIWKHXVXDOOHJHQGVVWRU\WHOOLQJ talked about practical matters that pertain to
VHVVLRQV GXULQJ WKH GD\ WKLV \HDU WKH ER\V females.
“Every month you have to take care of
DQG JLUOV ZHUH GLYLGHG XS IRU GLVFXVVLRQ
DERXW 6HPLQROH OLIH$QG\ %XVWHU PHW ZLWK \RXUVHOI´ 6KRUH VDLG ³8VH D VSHFLDO SODWH
WKH ER\V ZKLOH 6ZHDW -HQQ\ 6KRUH DQG DQG VLOYHUZDUH GXULQJ WKDW WLPH DQG GRQ¶W
Helene Buster talked to the girls. Their VKDUHIRRGZLWKRWKHUJLUOVRUER\V´
³, XVHG WR KDYH WR JR HDW E\ P\VHOI´
DSSURDFKHVZHUHTXLWHGLIIHUHQWEXWHTXDOO\
DGGHG +HOHQH %XVWHU ³:H ZHUHQ¶W DOORZHG
interesting.
Andy Buster aimed to tell the boys WRVZLPULGHKRUVHVRUVLWDWWKHWDEOHZLWK
DERXWZKDWLWPHDQVWREHD6HPLQROHPDQ RWKHUSHRSOH:HZHUHWROGZHZRXOGPDNH
He spoke as the boys sat in a semi-circle WKHER\VVLFN´
³<RX DUH EOHVVHG´ 6ZHDW VDLG ³:H DW
672)DUHDOOEOHVVHG,HQFRXUDJH\RXWRXVH
\RXUPRQH\ZLVHO\WDNHFDUHRI\RXUVHOIDQG
\RXUFKLOGUHQZLWKLW´
7UDGLWLRQDOO\ 6HPLQROH PHQ KDYH
DOZD\VEHHQSURYLGHUVRIIRRGIRUWKHIDPLO\
ZKLOH WKH ZRPHQ KDYH DOZD\V FRRNHG WKH
Beverly Bidney
meals.
Seventhand
eighth-grade
girls
line
up
to
place
fry
bread
in
the
hot
oil
over
the
open
fire
during
PECS
³:RPHQDWHODVWEHFDXVH\RXZDQWWKH
men to stay healthy so they could bring food culture camp day.

Beverly Bidney

Teachers and students worked together to make sure these water turtles were on the lunch menu. The
turtles needed to be cleaned out, which as it turns out, wasn’t an easy task.

³(YHQWKRXJKZHDUHQ¶WWKHLUIDPLO\WKH
elders in the community come together to
WHDFKLWDQGSDVVLWRQ´%XVWHUVDLG³(YHU\
FODQKDVWKHLURZQZD\VDQGWKHNLGVKDYHWR
learn those from them. We teach the general
WKLQJV , DOZD\V WHOO WKHP WKLV LV WKH ZD\ ,
ZDVWDXJKW´
Students appreciate the opportunity to
OHDUQDQGORRNIRUZDUGWRFXOWXUHFDPSHYHU\

around him.
³$W WKH YHU\ EHJLQQLQJ WKHUH ZDV
QRWKLQJ´%XVWHUVDLG³%XWWKH&UHDWRUKDGD
SODQ+HZDQWHGVRPHERG\WRORRNDIWHUWKH
ODQGVRKHWRRNFOD\PDGHLWLQWRWKHLPDJH
RIKLPVHOIDQGEOHZRQLW7KDWZDVWKH¿UVW
man. We came from his breath and his spirit.
1RPDWWHUZKDWSHRSOHFDOOLWWKHUHLVRQO\

Beverly Bidney

Ohnie Osceola observes as students take turns grinding roasted corn fine enough to make sofkee.

Beverly Bidney

Davey Snow shows Pherian Baker and Jarrett Beecham how to butcher a hog. All the boys at the PECS culture camp participated in preparing the hog for
the girls to cook.

Beverly Bidney

Jenny Shore shows Jaime Smith how to create the iconic Seminole hairstyle.
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Tribal preschools
celebrate Week of the
Young Child together
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

I
P ESS — 2R]LQJ ZLWK
FXWHQHVV KXQGUHGV RI SUHVFKRROHUV IURP
%LJ &\SUHVV %ULJKWRQ ,PPRNDOHH DQG
+ROO\ZRRG JDWKHUHG WRJHWKHU WR FHOHEUDWH
the Week of the Young Child at a carnival
MXVWIRUWKHP$SULOLQ%LJ&\SUHVV
7KH \RXQJVWHUV ZHUH NHSW EXV\ DQG
KDSS\LQERXQFHKRXVHVEDOOSLWVDSHWWLQJ
]RR SOD\LQJ FDUQLYDO JDPHV DQG EHLQJ
GD]]OHG E\ D FORZQ DV WKHLU WHDFKHUV DQG
SDUHQWVWULHGWRNHHSXSZLWKWKHP
The Week of the Young Child
emphasizes the importance early childhood
programs have on children’s lives. Founded
LQWKHDQQXDOHYHQWLVVSRQVRUHGE\WKH
National Association for the Education of
Young Children.
“The focus of the Week of the Young
&KLOG LV WR UHPLQG HYHU\RQH WKDW WKH ¿UVW
GD\VRIOLIHDUHVRLPSRUWDQW´VDLG%&
3UHVFKRRO &HQWHU 0DQDJHU$QGUHD -XPSHU
“Preschool creates sensory rich activities
WKDWGHYHORSVRFLDOHPRWLRQDOFRJQLWLYHDQG
ODQJXDJH VNLOOV ,W ORRNV OLNH IXQ EXW LW DOO
KDVDSXUSRVH´
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH FDUQLYDO JDPHV DQG
ERXQFH KRXVHV 7ULEDO GHSDUWPHQWV VHW XS

activities and shared information under
WKH FKLFNHHV RQ WKH -XQLRU &\SUHVV 5RGHR
grounds.
³, ZDQW IDPLOLHV WR NQRZ WKH\ DUHQ¶W
DORQH LQ UDLVLQJ WKHLU FKLOGUHQ´ -XPSHU
said. “These departments are their support
V\VWHP´
7KLVZDVWKH¿UVWWLPHSUHVFKRROVWULEDO
ZLGH MRLQHG WRJHWKHU IRU DQ DFWLYLW\ EXW LW
OLNHO\ZRQ¶WEHWKHODVW
³7KH7ULEHDOZD\VOLNHVWRGRDFWLYLWLHV
IRUDOODJHJURXSV´VDLG([HFXWLYH'LUHFWRU
of Administration Lee
epeda. “The
GHSDUWPHQWVDOOZDQWHGWREHDSDUWRILWDQG
HYHU\RQH VWHSSHG XS :H ZDQW WR FRQWLQXH
WKLVJRLQJIRUZDUG´

Beverly Bidney (4)

Scenes from the preschool carnival April 12 in Big
Cypress: far left, Paisley Doctor sits patiently as
she gets her face painted with swirls of color.;
top center, Mama Clown entertains the kids with
magic; bottom center, Khiyan Hodge brushes a
baby pig in the petting zoo; above, Indigo Jumper
and Bibi Osceola enjoy some cold, sweet shaved
ice from the Snow Kone Factory booth.

PECS Students of the Month
March 2019
Elementary S hool
,VDEHOOD9LUWR
Madeline Solis
Claire Randolph
-HUHP\-RQHV
Alakai Bert
Bentley Osceola
Kylo Cochran
Marley Cypress
-RVKXD7RUUHV

8ULMDK%RZHUV
-RVLDK*RSKHU
Ana Banda
-D\VKDZQ+HQGHUVRQ
Bobbi Osceola
Daliyah Nunez
-ROH\QH1XQH]
Kiera Snell
Devon Mitchell
Alyssa Madrigal
Lason Baker

Are you

Hepatitis C
aware?
Did you know
American Indians and Alaska
Natives are at greater risk of
having hepatitis C?

Get tested. Get treated.

Learn more at Medic are.gov or t alk to your
I n d i a n h e a l t h p r o v i d e r.

%UDQGRQ*DEEDUG
Etanis Torres
Kaison Bush

Mi

le S hool

.HHQDQ-RQHV
Marcos Reyna
.DUO\QH8UELQD
Caitlin Olivarez

Ahfachkee wins SECME teamwork award
WKH WHDP ZRUNV WRJHWKHU -XGJHV SDUWLFLSDWHG´ 3ULQFLSDO 'RURWK\
volunteers and community partners &DLQZURWHLQDQHPDLO
VSHQW WKH GD\ MXGJLQJ WKH FULWHULD
Members of the Ahfachkee
I
P ESS — Ahfachkee IRUWKHDZDUGZKLFKLQFOXGHGWHDP WHDPV ZHUH IRXUWKJUDGHUV -DOHHVD
middle school students brought VSLULWVSRUWVPDQVKLSFKDUDFWHUDQG +LOO DQG 7KHOPD 7LJHUWDLO ¿IWK
KRPHWKH--7HDPZRUN$ZDUGIURP SECME citizenship.
JUDGHUV &XUWLV 6PLWK /D\OD %LOOLH
the SECME Competition on March
“Our students are setting 7RPPL 6WRFNWRQ /HQD &\SUHVV
LQ%URZDUG&RXQW\
an amazing example out in the Sautva Billie and Tahnia Billie;
The Southeastern Consortium community. We are very proud of seventh-grader Thomas Tigertail
IRU 0LQRULWLHV LQ (QJLQHHULQJ RXU PLGGOH VFKRRO VWXGHQWV ZKR DQGHLJKWKJUDGHU5DPRQD-LPPLH
IRXQGHG LQ  LV
an alliance of K-12
HGXFDWRUV XQLYHUVLWLHV
industry and government
partners committed to
engaging and preparing
more minorities and
girls for college and
FDUHHUV LQ VFLHQFH
WHFKQRORJ\ HQJLQHHULQJ
and math (STEM).
2YHUDOO

%URZDUG
&RXQW\
schools participated in
the competition in some
capacity. On the day
RI WKH HYHQW  WHDPV
competed at Cooper
City High School. The
WKHPH ZDV 6WDU :DUV
The Ahfachkee teams
SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ %DQQHU
0RXVHWUDS
3RZHUHG
Cars and Water Rockets
Courtesy Ahfachkee School
competitions.
Mrs.
Oliva,
Jalessa
Hill,
Laylah
Billie,
Thomas
Tigertail,
Tommi
Stockton,
Tahnia Billie, Ramona
7KH³--´7HDPZRUN
$ZDUGJDXJHVKRZZHOO Jimmie, Lena Cypress, Ms. Lampon and Curtis Smith.
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter
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Easter in Immokalee

Jetta Osceola wins Jackie Robinson
Breaking Barriers essay contest
BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

I
ON — In February, Pemayetv
Emahakv Charter School students learned
that life is about breaking barriers, just as
baseball legend Jackie Robinson did when
he started for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.
%\EHLQJWKH¿UVWEODFNEDVHEDOOSOD\HU
WR SOD\ RQ D PDMRU OHDJXH WHDP 5RELQVRQ
ZDV WKH HSLWRPH RI ZKDW LW PHDQV WR EUHDN
barriers and change the world. PECS
VWXGHQWV WRRN LQVSLUDWLRQ IURP 5RELQVRQ¶V
FRUH YDOXHV VXFK DV WHDPZRUN SDWLHQFH
DQG SHUVHYHUDQFH DQG FUDIWHG HVVD\V DERXW
obstacles they have faced for the Scholastic
Breaking Barriers Essay Contest.
Beverly Bidney (3)
The national contest for grades 4-9 had
WZR JUDQG SUL]H DQG HLJKW 093 ZLQQHUV
The Immokalee community
3(&6 ¿IWKJUDGHU -HWWD 2VFHROD ZRQ DQ
enjoys its Easter celebration
093 DZDUG ZKLFK FDPH ZLWK ODSWRSV IRU
April 16 with Easter egg
KHU DQG WHDFKHU 0LFKHOOH 3ULWFKDUG DV ZHOO
hunts, egg tosses and plenty
DV D VHW RI ERRNV ZULWWHQ E\ 5RELQVRQ¶V
of food and friendship. Above,
daughter Sharon Robinson.
some adults try to keep raw
³,DPVRYHU\SURXGRI-HWWD´3ULWFKDUG
eggs intact as they toss and
ZURWH LQ DQ HPDLO ³-HWWD¶V HVVD\ >LV@ YHU\
catch them.
At right, Moleana Hall enjoys
SHUVRQDOEXWDV\RXUHDGLW\RXFDQKHDUKHU
the sunny day with her
SOD\IXOVSLULWUHPLQG\RXWKDWVKHLVKHDOLQJ
grandson Mordaci Yzaguirre
What an honor and what a sweet blessing
at the celebration.
LW ZDV IRU DOO RI P\ VWXGHQWV , SUD\ WKH\
Courtesy photo
Below, Mark Jock keeps his
will want to enter this contest in the future
eye on the ball, or egg, as he
-- as many of our students are overcoming Jetta Osceola, center, and some of her PECS classmates hold copies of one of Sharon Robinson’s
books as they celebrate her win in the Jackie Robinson Breaking Barriers Essay Contest.
successfully catches it.
EDUULHUVHDFKGD\´
+HUHLV-HWWD¶VHVVD\
³$.LG:KR/RVW+HU'DG´
I have the biggest barrier that most kids
P\DJHGRQ¶WKDYH7KHEDUULHU,KDYHLVWKDW
P\ GDG SDVVHG DZD\ ZKHQ , ZDV LQ WKLUG
grade. I am now in 5th grade but even as I
grow older -- this barrier can level me and
I become one sad little girl -- back in 3rd
JUDGH-DFNLH¶VYDOXHVWKDW,UHODWHWRDQGXVH
WRRYHUFRPHP\EDUULHUVDUHSHUVLVWHQFHDQG
FRXUDJH +H ZDV SHUVLVWHQW DQG FRXUDJHRXV
DV KH SOD\HG PDMRU OHDJXH EDVHEDOO LQ D
time where it seems everyone hated him. I
WRRKDYHWREHSHUVLVWHQWDQGFRXUDJHRXVWR
remember my dad and move forward.
First of all, let me tell you about my
GDG0\GDGZDVIXQQ\DQGVRPHWLPHVKH
ZDVYHU\JRRGWRXV+HZRXOGVSRLOXVE\
buying us some dinner at fancy restaurants.
Also, he would cook us some breakfast and
dinner. He cooked really well. He took us
WRIXQSODFHVOLNH'LVQH\:RUOGRUDZDWHU
SDUN+HZDVDJRRGGDG+RZHYHUWKHUH
was some bad about my dad. The bad thing
about my dad was that sometimes he was
not around family. He was out doing bad

things like drugs. When I really began to
UHDOL]HWKDWZDVKDSSHQLQJDQGZKDWKHZDV
doing, I was sad and mad. That would really
hurt my mom, my two brothers, and me too.
Sometimes he would come home late and we
would not like that In a nutshell, his drug
SUREOHPVRUWRIOHGWRKLVGHDWK+HKDGXVHG
drugs too long and that made his body break
down.
:KHQP\GDGSDVVHGDZD\KHZDVYHU\
VLFN+HZDVLQWKHKRVSLWDOZLWKEORRGFORWV
:KHQKHJRWRXWRIWKHKRVSLWDOKHZDV¿QH
IRU D FRXSOH RI ZHHNV RU ZKDWHYHU , GRQ¶W
NQRZ H[DFWO\ KRZ ORQJ %XW WKHQ WKH ¿UVW
GD\ RI VFKRRO LW KDSSHQHG :KHQ , ZDV DW
school, he went to his doctor to see if he was
doing better. Actually that day he was not
feeling good and the blood clots came back.
+H ZDV GULYLQJ P\ PRP¶V FDU DQG KH KDG
SDUNHG VRPHZKHUH FORVH DQG ZHQW WR VOHHS
DQG SDVVHG DZD\ LQ KLV VOHHS $JDLQ WKDW
ZDV P\ ¿UVW GD\ RI UG JUDGH ,W NLQG KLWV
me hard each new school year. I am told he
GLGQ¶W VXIIHU  EXW , GLG 0\ PRP GLG 0\
brothers did.
-DFNLH ZDV SHUVLVWHQW RQ WKH ¿HOG +H
never quit. I wanted to quit school and
MXVW PRYH DZD\ (YHU\RQH NHSW DVNLQJ PH

questions about my dad and how he died.
0DQ\ SHRSOH NQHZ KH KDG EHHQ VWUXJJOLQJ
with drugs and they assumed the drugs killed
him when it was his blood clots. I really just
ZDQWHGHYHU\RQHWRVWRSTXHVWLRQLQJEHFDXVH
,ZDVVWLOOWU\LQJWRKHDOWKURXJKWKHSDLQ0\
brothers were sad and my little brother really
GLGQRWXQGHUVWDQGZKDWZDVJRLQJRQ0\
0RPZDVDEDVNHWFDVHDQGRXUIDPLO\MXVW
UHDOO\ KDG D YHU\ KDUG WLPH FRSLQJ ,W ZDV
DYHU\KDUGWLPHEXWZHKDGWRSHUVLVWDQG
NHHS JRLQJ$V , VDLG WKDW ZDV DOPRVW WZR
full years ago, but it seems like it was just
yesterday.
,DPOLNH-DFNLHLQWKDW,DPSHUVLVWHQW
Like Jackie, even though I did not want to
JR WR VFKRRO , GLG , VWLOO NHSW XS ZLWK P\
work so I could get good grades and meet
P\JRDOV,DPLQWKH¿IWKJUDGHQRZ:KHQ
I am done with school, I am going to college.
I want to go college for hair styling and
PDNHXS 7KHQ P\ GDG ZLOO EH VXSHU SURXG
of me I also know the dangers of drugs and
,ZLOOGRP\EHVWWRKHOSP\PRPPDNHVXUH
WKDWP\EURWKHUVDQG,GRQ¶WIDOOLQWRWKHWUDS
of addiction like my Dad did.
I will overcome the barrier of being just
a kid who lost her dad.

Easter celebration in Big Cypress

124TH
Featuring...

GARY ALLAN
with Special Guests

JIMMIE ALLEN

Kevin Johnson (5)

Scenes from Big Cypress’s Easter celebration April 18 at the Junior Cypress
Rodeo Arena grounds: clockwise from top photo, youngsters dash to fill their
baskets with Easter eggs; Kyryn Billie does a good job picking up Easter eggs
with support from Kristen Billie and Zaylee Billie; a rare bumper-to-bumper
traffic jam on the reservation; Aaneah Delgado soars on a zip line ride; Maddy
Garza is all smiles at the face-painting table.

HIGH VALLEY

COREY SMITH

SUPAMAN

MAY 11TH | GATES OPEN @ NOON
JUNIOR CYPRESS RODEO GROUNDS
BIG CYPRESS SEMINOLE RESERVATION

TICKETS
$40

WWW.BCCELEBRATION.COM
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Remembering T. K. Wetherell: FSU President 2003–2010
BY BROWNING BROOKS

From college freshmen to the most
SRZHUIXO SROLWLFLDQV LQ )ORULGD DOO FDOOHG
KLPVLPSO\³7.´
Florida State University President
Emeritus Thomas Kent Wetherell, who
SDVVHGDZD\'HFDWWKHDJHRI
OHDYHVDOHJDF\DVRQHRIKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQ¶V
PRVWG\QDPLFDQGOLIHORQJFKDPSLRQV
$WWKHKHOPRIKLVDOPDPDWHUIURP
WR  :HWKHUHOO ZDV WKH ¿UVW DOXPQXV
RI )ORULGD 6WDWH WR EHFRPH LWV SUHVLGHQW
DQG EURXJKW D ZHDOWK RI H[SHULHQFH DQG
dedication to the institution that raised its
stature on many levels.
$IWHU UHWLULQJ IURP WKH SUHVLGHQF\
:HWKHUHOO FRQWLQXHG ZRUNLQJ WR LPSURYH
KLJKHUHGXFDWLRQDVDSURIHVVRULQWKH&ROOHJH
of Education and director of the Center for
Higher Education Research, Teaching
Innovation.
“As a veteran lawmaker, tireless
VXSSRUWHU RI KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ DQG WKHQ DV
SUHVLGHQW7.XVHGKLVHQHUJ\DQGLQWHOOHFW
to not only lead FSU through a severe budget
FULVLV EXW WR PDNH VXUH LW ÀRXULVKHG LQ VR
PDQ\ ZD\V´ VDLG 3UHVLGHQW -RKQ 7KUDVKHU
³+H ZDV D UHPDUNDEOH SHUVRQ DQG D JUHDW
IULHQG´
8QGHU :HWKHUHOO¶V OHDGHUVKLS )ORULGD
State increased the academic quality of its
students, the number of doctoral degrees
awarded and the amount of research dollars
LW UHFHLYHG ZKLOH H[SHULHQFLQJ D ERRP LQ
FDPSXV EXLOGLQJ /RQJWLPH IRUPHU SURYRVW
Larry Abele remembered Wetherell as

courageous and determined to see things
through, no matter how formidable the task.
³7. ZDV DQ DPD]LQJ PDQ ZKR ZDV
DEOH WR DFFRPSOLVK VR PXFK EHFDXVH RI KLV
boundless energy and his ability to focus and
FRQWLQXH ZRUNLQJ WKURXJK DQ\ FKDOOHQJH´
$EHOHVDLG³+HZDVDOZD\VRSWLPLVWLFWKDW
ZKDWHYHUSURMHFWKHZDVZRUNLQJRQZRXOG
EHVXFFHVVIXO´
6RRQ DIWHU DVVXPLQJ RI¿FH :HWKHUHOO
launched the ambitious Pathways of
Excellence
initiative
that
included
hiring additional faculty members in
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\ FOXVWHUV EXLOW DURXQG
DFDGHPLFWKHPHVVLJQL¿FDQWLQYHVWPHQWVLQ
JUDGXDWHOHYHO SURJUDPV DQG  PLOOLRQ
worth of new construction and renovations,
including
state-of-the-art
chemistry,
ELRORJLFDOVFLHQFHSV\FKRORJ\DQGPHGLFLQH
buildings that transformed the northwest
FRUQHURIFDPSXVLQWRDUHVHDUFKTXDGUDQJOH
:HWKHUHOO DFKLHYHG D PDMRU FRXS
LQ  ZKHQ )ORULGD 6WDWH OXUHG WKH
$SSOLHG 6XSHUFRQGXFWLYLW\ &HQWHU IURP
WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI :LVFRQVLQ LQ 0DGLVRQ
where it had been housed for two decades.
The center became the materials research
GLYLVLRQRIWKH1DWLRQDO+LJK0DJQHWLF)LHOG
Laboratory.
A new Alumni Center, new general
FODVVURRP EXLOGLQJ SDUNLQJ JDUDJHV
residence halls, dining halls and other
SURMHFWV IROORZHG :HWKHUHOO WRRN VSHFLDO
LQWHUHVW LQ WKH PLOOLRQ UHSXUSRVLQJ DQG
renovation of Ruby Diamond Auditorium
LQWR RQH RI WKH ¿QHVW FRQFHUW KDOOV LQ WKH
country.

Under Wetherell, the university saw
LWV VWXGHQWV UHDFK XQSUHFHGHQWHG QDWLRQDO
academic recognition. He established the
2I¿FH RI 1DWLRQDO )HOORZVKLSV LQ 
which guided students to win three Rhodes
VFKRODUVKLSVDQGGR]HQVRIRWKHUFRPSHWLWLYH
national awards.
+H HVWDEOLVKHG WKH 2I¿FH RI
Undergraduate Research and Creative
Endeavors, now called the Center for
Undergraduate Research and Academic
Engagement, which allowed undergraduate
VWXGHQWV WR ZRUN GLUHFWO\ ZLWK SURIHVVRUV
beyond the classroom, and innovative
SURJUDPV GUDPDWLFDOO\ LQFUHDVHG UHWHQWLRQ
and graduation rates.
³,Q DGGLWLRQ EH\RQG H[SDQGLQJ
DFDGHPLFSURJUDPVDQGIDFLOLWLHV7.PDGH
VXUH WKDW VSDFH IRU VWXGHQW OLIH NHSW SDFH´
VDLGIRUPHU9LFH3UHVLGHQWIRU6WXGHQW$IIDLUV
0DU\ &REXUQ FLWLQJ WKH DGGLWLRQ RI WKH
'XQODS 6WXGHQW 6XFFHVV &HQWHU WKH &HQWHU
IRU *OREDO DQG 0XOWLFXOWXUDO (QJDJHPHQW
and the Health and Wellness Center. “He was
a tireless advocate for students and valued
WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI JURZWK DQG OHDUQLQJ
EH\RQGWKHFODVVURRP´
Under Wetherell, the College of
0HGLFLQH JUDGXDWHG LWV ¿UVW FODVV LQ
 RSHQHG VL[ UHJLRQDO FDPSXVHV DQG
established research collaborations with the
0D\R&OLQLFLQ-DFNVRQYLOOHDQG7DOODKDVVHH
0HPRULDO+HDOWK&DUH
$QG LW ZDV :HWKHUHOO ZKR SXVKHG
VXFFHVVIXOO\IRU)ORULGD¶VSXEOLFXQLYHUVLWLHV
to assess a tuition differential in an effort to
PDNH XS IRU EXGJHW VKRUWIDOOV DQG FRQWLQXH

to offer high-quality education to students.
7KLV ODLG WKH JURXQGZRUN IRU SUHHPLQHQFH
funding later.
A career educator who served in the
)ORULGD +RXVH RI 5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV 
LQFOXGLQJWZR\HDUVDV+RXVH6SHDNHU
:HWKHUHOOHDUQHGKLVEDFKHORU¶VDQGPDVWHU¶V
degrees, as well as a doctorate in education
administration, from Florida State.
+H VHUYHG DV SUHVLGHQW RI 7DOODKDVVHH
&RPPXQLW\&ROOHJH3UHYLRXVO\
KH ZDV SUHVLGHQW RI ,QGHSHQGHQW &ROOHJHV
and Universities of Florida and was
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUFRRUGLQDWLQJDQGSURPRWLQJ
SRVWVHFRQGDU\
KLJKHU
HGXFDWLRQDO
RSSRUWXQLWLHV DQG SURJUDPV LQ WKH VWDWH¶V
SULYDWHFROOHJHV
Wetherell had served in a number of
SRVLWLRQVDW'D\WRQD6WDWH&ROOHJHLQFOXGLQJ
SURYRVWDQGGHDQRILQVWUXFWLRQ%HIRUHWKDW
KH ZDV DVVRFLDWH SURIHVVRU RI HGXFDWLRQ DW
Bethune-Cookman College.
A native of Daytona Beach, Wetherell
attended Florida State on a football
VFKRODUVKLS DQG SOD\HG RQ WKH 
football teams.
'HFDGHVODWHUDVSUHVLGHQWKHDGYRFDWHG
DFORVHUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKH6HPLQROH7ULEH
of Florida. The university created a Seminole
history course, began a new tradition
RI WULEH PHPEHUV SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ HYHU\
commencement ceremony and unveiled
D EURQ]H VWDWXH DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ &HQWHU
GHSLFWLQJD6HPLQROHIDPLO\GXULQJWKHZDUV
RI WKH V ,Q  WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH
RI )ORULGD DSSURYHG D KLVWRULF UHVROXWLRQ
VXSSRUWLQJ WKH XQLYHUVLW\¶V XVH RI WKH

Seminole name and honored Wetherell with
DQLQYLWDWLRQWRWKH%LJ&\SUHVV5HVHUYDWLRQ
:HWKHUHOO DOVR GHYRWHG VLJQL¿FDQW
DWWHQWLRQ WR D PDWWHU FORVH WR KLV KHDUW
SUHVHUYLQJ DQG KRQRULQJ WKH KLVWRU\ RI KLV
alma mater through the Heritage Protocol
Committee, construction of a Legacy
:DON UHVWRULQJ FDPSXV WUDGLWLRQV VXFK DV
&RQYRFDWLRQDQGFDPSXVEHDXWL¿FDWLRQ
+H DQG KLV ZLIH 9LUJLQLD OHIW D
SHUPDQHQW OHJDF\ ZLWK WKH FUHDWLRQ RI WKH
VWDWHO\3UHVLGHQW¶V+RXVHRQ:HVW7HQQHVVHH
Street. The house includes large areas for
SXEOLF HYHQWV DQG ZDV EXLOW DQG IXUQLVKHG
FRPSOHWHO\ZLWKGRQDWHGIXQGVDQGPDWHULDOV
$VDUHVXOWRI:HWKHUHOO¶VDGYRFDF\DQG
service, Florida State is a better university
today, said Jim Smith, who served as
chairman of the FSU Board of Trustees
GXULQJ:HWKHUHOO¶VWHQXUH
“Carole and I have had a wonderful
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK7.DQG*LQJHUIRUPDQ\
\HDUV´ 6PLWK VDLG ³7KH\ DUH DPRQJ RXU
FORVHVWIULHQGVDQGLWZDVDVSHFLDOSULYLOHJH
WRPDUU\WKHPLQ$KLJKOLJKWIRUPHZDV
to serve as chairman of the Board of Trustees
GXULQJSDUWRIKLVSUHVLGHQF\RI)68ZKHUH
he did many wonderful things for Florida
State and the Tallahassee community. His
SDVVLQJOHDYHVDELJKROHLQRXUOLYHV´
This article is from December 2018 and
is reprinted with permission from Florida
State University News.

Remembering T. K. Wetherell: ‘A great friend to the Tribe’
BY STEPHEN D. BOWERS

Flori a State niversity FS
Presi ent
etherell e uests
Seminole ri e olor uar
Soon after the United States invaded
,UDT LQ 0DUFK RI  )68 3UHVLGHQW
T.K. Wetherell sent a letter to the then
6HPLQROH7ULEH&KDLUPDQ0LWFKHOO&\SUHVV
requesting the Seminole Tribe Color
*XDUG DW WKH VFKRRO¶V 6SULQJ *UDGXDWLRQ
FHUHPRQLHV LQ $SULO 7KH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH
&RORU*XDUGZDVDVNHGWRSUHVHQWWKHÀDJV
of the United States, Seminole Tribe of
)ORULGD 6WDWH RI )ORULGD DQG WKH 32:
0,$ÀDJ7.ZDVDOVRUHTXHVWLQJWKDWWKH
6HPLQROH &RORU *XDUG SUHVHQW WKH ÀDJV DW
all future commencement activities as well.
0DQ\)68VWXGHQWVWKDWZHUHLQWKH1DWLRQDO
*XDUGKDGEHHQGHSOR\HGWR,UDTDVSDUWRI
the invasion, and T.K. thought it would be
JRRG WR UHFRJQL]H WKHLU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ E\
KDYLQJ WKH 6HPLQROH &RORU *XDUG SUHVHQW

$VVRFLDWLRQ  EHJDQ WR HQFRXUDJH FROOHJHV
universities to discontinue use of American
,QGLDQ1DWLYH $PHULFDQ PDVFRWV 7KH
RUJDQL]DWLRQGHFODUHGWKDWWKHXVHRI,QGLDQ
mascots could only continue if schools
REWDLQHG DQ RI¿FLDO UHVROXWLRQ IURP D WULEH
ZKRVH QDPH ZDV XVHG WKDW DXWKRUL]HG WKH
school to use the mascot name. President
Wetherell knew of the long-standing good
UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH
and FSU, and he was very adamant about
NHHSLQJ WKLV UHODWLRQVKLS  7. DQG )68
ZHUHWUXO\LQVSLUDWLRQDOLQZRUNLQJZLWKWKH
6HPLQROH7ULEHWRNHHSWKHQDPH³6HPLQROH´
associated with the school.
Prior to the Seminole Tribal Council
DSSURYLQJ)68WRXVHWKH³6HPLQROH´QDPH
, UHDOL]HG WKDW WKH 1&$$ ZDV WU\LQJ WR
GLVFRXUDJH WULEHV IURP DOORZLQJ FROOHJHV
universities to use their Indian name as
mascots. It reminded me of a story that
N AA E amines FS s se o
our former Seminole Tribal Councilman,
Seminole Name
0D[2VFHRODWROGPH0D[DQGDJURXSRI
Seminole motorcycle riders were on their
,Q HDUO\ VXPPHU RI  D ODUJH way to Sturges in South Dakota when an
HIIRUWE\1&$$ 1DWLRQDO&ROOHJH$WKOHWLF RI¿FLDORIWKH1&$$FDOOHG0D[RQKLVFHOO

WKHÀDJV
This request of President Wetherell
ZDV WKH ¿UVW RI PDQ\ LQWHUDFWLRQV EHWZHHQ
FSU and the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
7KH 6HPLQROH 7ULEH &RORU *XDUG ¿UVW
PHW 3UHVLGHQW :HWKHUHOO DW WKH 3UHVLGHQW¶V
Commencement dinner held in the FSU
6FKRRORI/DZSULRUWRWKHLQLWLDOJUDGXDWLRQ
ceremony on Friday night. It is tradition
DW )68 DQG DW PRVW FROOHJHVXQLYHUVLWLHV
WR KDYH GLQQHU ZLWK XQLYHUVLW\ GHSDUWPHQW
KHDGVXQLYHUVLW\RI¿FLDOVDQGWKHJUDGXDWLRQ
GLJQLWDULHV 7KH GLQQHU SURYLGHV DQ
RSSRUWXQLW\WRLQWURGXFHWKHFRPPHQFHPHQW
VSHDNHU IRU WKDW JUDGXDWLRQ FODVV WR WKH
Board of Trustees, and students who gained
VSHFLDOUHFRJQLWLRQ'XULQJWKH¿UVWGLQQHU
that the Seminole Color Guard attended,
7.LQWURGXFHGWKHJURXSZKLFKUHSUHVHQWHG
D¿UVWLQ)68KLVWRU\

SKRQH7KH1&$$RI¿FLDOTXHVWLRQHG0D[
DERXWWKHPDVFRWLVVXH,QD¿UPYRLFH0D[
WROG WKH RI¿FLDO WKDW ³WKH 6HPLQROH SHRSOH
fought the U.S. government to a standstill.
:H DUH QRW ERZLQJ GRZQ WR WKH 1&$$´
7R0D[LWZDVKLVWRU\UHSHDWLQJLWVHOIDJDLQ
with non-Indians trying to tell Indians what
to do.
2Q -XQH   WKH 6HPLQROH 7ULEDO
&RXQFLO JDYH DSSURYDO WR )68 WR XVH WKH
QDPH ³6HPLQROH´ ,Q H[FKDQJH 6HPLQROH
Tribe of Florida members could attend
)68 WXLWLRQIUHH LI WKH\ PHW WKH VFKRRO¶V
admission requirements. In the historical
ZRUGV RI WKH 7ULEH¶V FKDLUPDQ DW WKH WLPH
0LWFKHOO &\SUHVV ³:H FRXOG JLYH 7ULEDO
PHPEHUVWDQJLEOHLWHPVWKDWFRXOGSRVVLEO\
one day be taken away from them, but FSU
FDQJLYHHGXFDWLRQWRRXUSHRSOHDQGWKDWLV
VRPHWKLQJWKDWQRRQHFDQWDNHDZD\´
etherell Leaves Flori a State
niversity
T.K. announced his retirement as FSU
3UHVLGHQW LQ $W KLV ODVW PHHWLQJ ZLWK

FSU Trustees, T.K. stated “I want to do
some teaching. I want some time to relax and
WUDYHO«MXVW EH D UHDO SHUVRQ´ 7R PH7.
ZDVDOZD\VDUHDOSHUVRQDQGDJUHDWIULHQG
to the Tribe.
Seminole ri e olor uar
ontinues o ay
The Seminole Tribe of Florida still has a
SUHVHQFHDW)68FRPPHQFHPHQWWKURXJKWKH
6HPLQROH 3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW 0DQ\ RI RXU
ODZHQIRUFHPHQWSHUVRQQHOVHUYHGLQ,UDT
I would like to think that we continue
RXU &RORU *XDUG SUHVHQFH LQ KRQRU RI WKH
late FSU President T.K. Wetherell.
Stephen D. Bowers served as a member
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Color
Guard since it was formed many years ago.
He had to stop performing with the group
last year when he fell and shattered his knee
cap.
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Author’s Seminole War book tries to cure historical ‘amnesia’
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

Author C.S. Monaco calls it the most
dramatic event to take place in 19th century
Florida. But it’s one that is largely unknown
– not just by those in the U.S. and abroad –
but even to many who live in the state where
it happened.
The event is the Second Seminole War,
which took place largely in areas of central
Florida from 1835 to 1842. Even though 177
years might seem long ago, Monaco argues
that it’s really only a handful of generations
past.
0RQDFR VDLG WKLV ODVW PDMRU FRQÀLFW
fought on American soil before the Civil War
LVVLJQL¿FDQWIRUDQXPEHURIUHDVRQV
)RU RQH KH VDLG WKH HDUO\ EDWWOH¿HOG
success of the Seminoles would greatly
unnerve U.S. generals. They worried the
Seminoles would ignite a rebellion among
Indians who had been displaced by President
Andrew Jackson’s removal policies.
There was also the presence of black
warriors among the Seminoles who would
agitate southerners who were wary of real
and potential slave revolt.
Monaco said the war would tarnish
the U.S. Army’s reputation at home and
abroad. This was sped up after the capture of
Seminole chief Osceola under the pretense
of a truce.
Further, there were few decisive victories
for the U.S. Army, and bad decisions were
made along the way, Monaco said. Fifteen
percent of soldiers died in Florida, out of a
standing army of just 10,000 men.
Even though there was desertion and
troops dealt with the harsh conditions in
the Florida wilderness, the losses for the
Seminoles were disastrous. By the war’s
end, only a few hundred would remain in the
state.
Monaco’s recently published book, his
second, is “The Second Seminole War and

the Limits of American Aggression,” which
analyzes the impact of the war in society and
the impact it made in Jacksonian America.
He writes about the war through the lenses
of race, media, public opinion, American
expansion and military strategy.
Monaco is a courtesy professor of
history in the Department of History at the
University of Florida in Gainesville. He and
his wife live in nearby Micanopy.
He spent 15 years in New York as a
television executive before returning to
Florida in 1995.
oo s origins

a ar that loome

signed with a professional company or with
an agency. I wouldn’t be surprised if that
From page 1B
happens before she graduated,” he said.
Billie said she’s interested in continuing
her academics, including performing arts, in
6Q\GHUVDLG%LOOLHLVDQLGHDO¿WIRUWKH college. Carnegie Mellon University, New
role of Kim which features plenty of singing. York University and Hofstra University
“Aubee’s voice is just so sweet and silky are among the schools that have drawn
and beautiful,” he said. “She opens up her her interest, but for now she’s focused on
mouth and that’s exactly what I think the exceling in theatre as well as the rest of her
composers had intended when they wrote academics and appreciating the opportunity
that role.”
DIIRUGHGWRKHUE\KHU¿UVWHYHUOHDG
Snyder provided sort of a carpe diem pep
“I wasn’t nervous; I say I was scared.
WDONWR%LOOLHEHIRUHWKH¿UVWSHUIRUPDQFH
Everything went well. It’s a different feeling
“Right before we opened [April 4], I when everyone has their eyes on you,” she
told her your life is about to change and you said about opening night. “I’m a very social
don’t really realize this yet,” said Snyder, person so it’s not that hard for me to do.”
who predicts that when a tape of the play
Billie, whose love interest Christopher
becomes available more than a few heads Scott is played by Clayton Hider, praised the
will turn.
performances of all of her castmates.
“Usually we have students that get

)AUBEE BILLIE

0RQDFR¶V ¿UVW ERRN LV ³0RVHV /HY\
of Florida: Jewish Utopian and Antebellum
Reformer.” He wrote it after a neighbor who
was a professor at UF sparked his interest in
the character. Levy, who lived from 1782 to
1854, was the father of David Levy Yulee,
DELJQDPHLQ)ORULGDDVWKH¿UVWSHUVRQRI
Jewish ancestry to be elected to serve as a
U.S. senator.
“[Moses] Levy was totally ignored
in history. He was a true individual of the
Atlantic world. The British were fairly
impressed with Levy, where the Abolitionist
Movement is a big deal,” Monaco said. “He
ZDVWKH¿UVWWRGLVDOORZVODYHU\DQGD-HZ
from Florida showing up in London and
making such an impact was unheard of.”
Monaco said during his research, the
Second Seminole War always loomed in the
background.
“Levy’s plantation was burned by the
Seminoles. I was tempted to start a history
of the Seminole War, but I knew I needed
a breadth and scope of the study,” Monaco
said.
His interest peaked; Monaco would go
on to earn his doctorate degree in England at
Oxford Brookes University. He’d continue
to research the Seminole War and its
importance during the Territorial Period.
“I went back to the study of the war
itself, to place it in perspective with the other
wars,” he said.
hy it s important
Monaco said a lot of history books
are written through a strictly military lens.
He set out to write his book with a broader
perspective and to present both sides as
equally as possible.
“Not to know [about the Seminole Wars]
would be to sever oneself from the past,
and that’s to live a life that’s diminished,”
Monaco said. “Culture heritage and history
has become more important over the years,

“Literally, every person I see in this cast,
they are so talented they are so good,” she
said.
But nobody was as good with a weapon
as Billie, whose role required her to twice
¿UH D JXQ 6KH EHFDPH WKH ¿UVW IHPDOH WR
HYHU¿UHDZHDSRQRQ7KH.LQJ¶V$FDGHP\
stage.
Having grown up in the rural
environment of the Brighton Reservation,
Billie is accustomed to handling weapons,
whether its guns or bows or arrows. In fact,
she won a bronze medal in archery two
years ago at the North American Indigenous
Games in Canada.
“She’s an expert at bow and arrow. She’s
been around bows and guns all her life,” her
father James said. “She got the bronze. Next
time she’ll get gold.”
So Aubee Billie can handle guns, and

Amber Loveland/The King’s Academy

Lead actress Aubee Billie sings during a performance of ‘Miss Saigon’ at The King’s Academy in West Palm Beach.

Courtesy photo

C.S. Monaco is the author of ‘The Second Seminole
War and the Limits of American Aggression.’

of the public.
“It’s a big thing to me and it should be
to everyone who lives in Florida,” he said.
“We owe the Seminoles something. We took
part in this ethnic cleansing, a removal of a
Native population from the land in the most
Seminole onne tion
brutal way possible.”
Monaco said the Seminoles had a
Monaco gives a lot of credit to Paul
heroic
vision that was almost completely
Backhouse as a key contact in the process of
obliterated,
and yet today the Tribe thrives
writing the book. Backhouse is the director
like
few
other.
RI WKH $K7DK7KL.L 0XVHXP DQG RI¿FHU
“It’s worthy of respect and has to be
DWWKH7ULEDO+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ2I¿FHLQ
Big Cypress, a clearinghouse for Seminole known in our modern day culture in Florida,”
he said.
history.
Monaco said he has formed a steering
During the course of his research,
committee
to explore the possibility of a
Monaco also organized a Second Seminole
War day of commemoration in Micanopy in Seminole Wars Museum.
“Should educators and historians simply
2015 and invited Seminole Tribal members
put our hands up in dismay and accept the
and members of the U.S. Army to attend.
He said it was a day he’ll not soon general decline in historical knowledge and
forget, as about 700 people came – including leave it at that?” Monaco said in his op-ed.
The book is available through Johns
Seminoles, U.S. Army veterans and members
Hopkins University Press or Amazon.
thanks to her performance in “Miss Saigon,”
at age 15 she’s proven she can handle a lead
role.
“When you get to spend time with her in
real life, she’s a normal 15-year-old,” Snyder

said. “She likes to dance and have fun with
her friends, but when she puts that costume
on and she comes out on stage, she’s a true
professional.”

Amber Loveland/The King’s Academy

In her role as Kim, Aubee Billie performs a duet with her love interest Chris, played by Clayton Hider.

Kevin Johnson

‘Miss Saigon’ star Aubee Billie is congratulated by Joni Josh and Spencer Battiest after her performance April 11.

the sense of continuity, what came before,
your place in it, a psychological place of
wellbeing.”
Monaco said this yearning for historical
context, intuitive but often subtle, is why
people want to visit old places.
“It’s important to one’s psychology;
and more and more in today’s society,
with technology, [it’s] vital to our spiritual
wellbeing – to get the story straight, the
truth, not some kind of hype,” he said.
The sentiment was reinforced in a recent
op-ed Monaco wrote for the Gainesville Sun
– “Shed the amnesia, embrace the past.”
“If you ask any stranger in Gainesville,
as I did recently, if they are familiar with
the Second Seminole War, chances are that
the reply will be a rather brisk, if somewhat
P\VWL¿HG
No,’” Monaco wrote.
“If one persists and mentions that this
VHYHQ\HDU  PLOOLRQ PLOLWDU\ FRQÀLFW
actually started in Alachua County, then, an
embarrassed laugh might ensue, as if such
D WKLQJ GH¿HG DOO FRPSUHKHQVLRQ ,I SHRSOH
remember anything about the war, it is
usually vaguely connected to the Everglades;
certainly not in this area.”

Amber Loveland/The King’s Academy

Aubee Billie in The King’s Academy performance of ‘Miss Saigon.’
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C
Sisters star for
Immokalee High softball
illian odrigue signs with Tennessee State
va Nune earns layer of the ear honor
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

IMMO ALEE — Immokalee High
School softball coach Ruben Lucio wishes
he could have the sensational sister duo of
-LOOLDQ 5RGULJXH] DQG $YD 1XQH] IRU IRXU
years, but he’ll settle for one.
-LOOLDQ D VHQLRU DQG $YD D IUHVKPDQ
have made the most of their only season as
high school teammates this spring on the
Immokalee team.
Both players, who also play for
6HPLQROHWHDPVDW1DWLYHWRXUQDPHQWVKDYH
attained lofty recognition this season in one
way or another.
)RU -LOOLDQ LW ZDV KHU VLJQLQJ ZLWK
7HQQHVVHH 6WDWH 8QLYHUVLW\ D 'LYLVLRQ ,
SURJUDPLQGRZQWRZQ1DVKYLOOH
For Ava, it was being named the Florida
Athletic Coaches Association’s Player of the
Year in Class 6A-District 12. She’s also a
QRPLQHHIRUWKH1DSOHV'DLO\1HZV3OD\HU
of the Year.
Lucio said both girls deserve everything
they’ve earned.
“They’re students of the game. They
do their jobs. They show up and they know
there’s a job to do. They’ve both got great
work ethic and it shows,” Lucio said.
The spotlight shined on both sisters
during and after Immokalee’s 1-0 loss to
Estero on April 24. Immokalee’s three
VHQLRUV LQFOXGLQJ -LOOLDQ ZHUH KRQRUHG
after the game, but during the game the

Kevin Johnson

Immokalee High freshman pitcher Ava Nunez,
who was named a district Player of the Year by
the Florida Athletic Coaches Association, winds
up in a game against Estero on April 24.

Kevin Johnson

Immokalee High senior Jillian Rodriguez is accompanied on her senior night April 24 by, from left,
stepmom Sandra Rodriguez, father Ray Rodriguez, mother Rhonda Nunez and stepfather Armando
Nunez.

freshman pitcher was the focus of attention.
Ava battled toe-to-toe against pitcher Lauren
Hobbs and Estero’s powerful lineup. The
Wildcats entered the game with a 22-2
record, but mustered just two hits off Ava in
seven innings.
“You’re talking about a freshman
going up against a nationally-ranked team
in Estero. The sky is the limit for her,”
Lucio said. “She has all the tools and all the
ability and her work ethic is off the charts.
She wants it more than any player I’ve ever
seen.”
At the plate, Ava reached base in the
fourth on an error. In the sixth, she drilled
the team’s hardest hit ball all night, but it
ODQGHGLQIRXOWHUULWRU\FORVHWRWKHOHIW¿HOG
line. The foul ball was one of the few times
Immokalee players were able to pull a pitch
against the hard-throwing Hobbs.
Lucio said Ava leads the team in batting
with an average of about .400 and is second
in RBIs with 27.
Ava, a right-hander who has an arsenal
RI IRXU RU ¿YH GLIIHUHQW SLWFKHV VDLG RQH
of her goals is to play Division I college
VRIWEDOO )ORULGD 6WDWH 8QLYHUVLW\ LV KHU
favorite team.
$YD DQG -LOOLDQ VKDUHG SLWFKLQJ GXWLHV
earlier in the season, but now Ava is the main
SLWFKHUDQG-LOOLDQKDQGOHVFHQWHU¿HOGGXWLHV
-LOOLDQ VKRZHG KHU UHVLOLHQF\ DW WKH
plate in the sixth inning when she fouled off
four 2-2 pitches before fanning, one of 13
strikeouts notched by Hobbs.
“She’s an athletic player, left-handed
hitter that can do just about anything on the

¿HOG´/XFLRVDLG
She’ll be headed to college as an
RXW¿HOGHUEXWVKH¶VEHHQDVWDQGRXWSLWFKHU
for Immokalee throughout her career. In a
JDPHDJDLQVWWLPHVWDWHFKDPSLRQ1DSOHV
-LOOLDQ SLWFKHG IRXU KLWOHVV DQG VFRUHOHVV
innings before the game was suspended due
to an umpire’s illness.
,WZDVLQWKHLQ¿HOGWKDW5RGULJXH]DQG
her two fellow seniors – Sommer Erebia
and Mia Gallegoes – were honored in a
SRVWJDPHFHUHPRQ\RQVHQLRUQLJKW-LOOLDQ
walked between a bridge’ of teammates
who raised their bats as if she was about to
EHNQLJKWHG-LOOLDQZDVDFFRPSDQLHGE\KHU
PRP 5KRQGD 1XQH] DQG VWHSGDG$UPDQGR
1XQH] RQ KHU OHIW VLGH DQG KHU GDG 5D\
5RGULJXH] DQG VWHSPRP 6DQGUD 5RGULJXH]
on her right side.
Afterwards, the seniors posed for
photos with teammates and family. Ava and
-LOOLDQZHUHLQDJURXSSKRWRZLWKWKH(VWHUR
players who they played with as youngsters
IRUWKHWUDYHOEDOOWHDP7URSLF:DYH-LOOLDQ¶V
¿UVWFRDFKHVLQ\RXWKVRIWEDOO±/RUL*UHFR
and Andrea Peterson – were also on hand to
watch the game. The sisters now play for the
Gold Coast Hurricanes based in Miami.
-LOOLDQ VLJQHG ZLWK 7HQQHVVHH 6WDWH RQ
April 17. She said it was during a softball
showcase event last summer in Tennessee
that she gave a verbal commitment to the
school, which is about a 12-hour drive from
Immokalee.
“We’re proud of it, but kind of scared
of it because it’s so far. I guess it’s scary for
every parent to see their kid leave home,”

Kevin Johnson (2)

Above, Ava Nunez gives her older sister Jillian Rodriguez a big hug during the senior night ceremony
for the Immokalee High School softball team April 24. Nunez is a freshman; Rodriguez is a senior.
Below, Rodriguez eyes a pitch during an at-bat against Estero.

said her stepdad Armando, who is also an
assistant coach for Immokalee.
“I’m very proud of her,” Ava said.
“We’ve played ever since we were really
young because my dad played and so did my
mom. This season was a lot of fun. I’m glad
I got to play with her this year.”
/LNHZLVH-LOOLDQVDLGVKH¶OOFKHULVKWKLV

one high season playing with Ava.
“She’s a lifesaver. I love her so much.
6KH¶V DZHVRPH´ -LOOLDQ VDLG ³, HQMR\HG
playing my last season here with her. Those
are a lot of memories I’ll hold close to heart
with my little sister.”

Successful season for PECS softball
of the season in late April, the Lady Seminoles had generated an impressive season.
At the start of the year, coach Melissa
Even before the season wrapped up and Hines wasn’t sure what the results would
even before the team said goodbye’ to its look like.
four eighth-graders, the Pemayetv Emahakv
“I was nervous. I knew we had a solid
Charter School softball team had already team, a young team, but I’ve been pleased
exceeded the expectations of its coach.
with the outcome,” she said.
:LWKDUHFRUGHQWHULQJLWV¿QDOGD\
As was often the case this season, PECS
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

WRRNFDUHRIEXVLQHVVRQWKH¿HOGZLWKDZLQ
April 11 against Osceola Middle School on
eighth-grade parent day in Brighton. Before the game, the team’s graduating playHUV ± RXW¿HOGHUV -DYHOOH$QGHUVRQ DQG -DQaya French, pitcher/second baseman Giselle
0LFFR DQG ¿UVW EDVHPDQ &DUROLQD 8UELQD
– were honored with their families in a pregame ceremony. Hines said all four players

had strong seasons.
“I’m very pleased with them,” Hines
said. “It’s sad to see them go.”
Despite the departures, the future looks
bright for next season with a solid returning
core. The team’s main pitcher Lexi Thomas
along with Preslynn Baker will be back to
lead the pitching staff while home run leader
Carlee Osceola will be another key returner.

Before looking ahead, there was still
plenty to like about this season.
“We only lost one game,” Hines said
EHIRUHWKH¿QDOGRXEOHKHDGHURIWKHVHDVRQ
“We have an awesome team this year.”

)See PECS on page 6C

Beverly Bidney

The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School softball team, including its four eighth-graders and their families, gather for a photo before the team’s final home game April 11.
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Tribesmen shine again at NAYO
6HPLQROHWHDPIURP%ULJKWRQ¿QLVKHVUXQQHUXSLQ8ER\V
The Tribesmen emerged from the losers
EUDFNHW WR IDFH XQGHIHDWHG .LZDVKRZD
Needing two victories to win the title, the
7ULEHVPHQ QHDUO\ IRUFHG D ZLQQHUWDNHDOO
JDPHEXWIHOO.LZDVKRZDZDVOHGE\
-RKQQ\9DXJKQ,,ZLWKSRLQWVDQG-DULHO
&RWWRQ ZLWK  SRLQWV 7KH 7ULEHVPHQ¶V
EDODQFHG VFRULQJ FDPH IURP :DOWHUV 
SRLQWV $OH[ SRLQWV )U\H SRLQWV DQG
5DPRQH%DNHU SRLQWV 
NAYO marked a busy two days for
coach Baker, who coached three teams.
7KH81:$JLUOVWHDPZKLFKGLGQ¶W
KDYH PXFK H[SHULHQFH RQ WKH URVWHU ZHQW

³,WZDVDVWUXJJOHIRUWKHP´%DNHUVDLG
³7KH\KDGDKDUGWLPHDGDSWLQJDQGFRPLQJ
WRJHWKHUWU\LQJWR¿QGWKDWFKHPLVWU\,WZDV
WRXJK IRU WKHP , WROG WKHP QRW WR JLYH XS
DQG QHYHU VWRS ¿JKWLQJ DQG NHHS PRYLQJ
IRUZDUG,W¶VJRLQJWREHOLNHWKDWVRPHGD\V´

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

OLL
OO — In recent NAYO
basketball tournaments, the Tribesmen 14U
boys team has shown it belongs among the
elite teams in its age division.
This year was no different as the
7ULEHVPHQ¿OOHGZLWKVSHHGRQWKHRXWVLGH
and toughness on the inside, went the
furthest of any Seminole team at the annual
NAYO tournament, whose rotation brought
it to the Hollywood Reservation and other
ORFDOYHQXHV$SULO
7KHWRXUQDPHQWIHDWXUHVVRPHRIWKHWRS
1DWLYH$PHULFDQSOD\HUVDPRQJ¿YHWULEHV
6HPLQROH )ORULGD  &KRFWDZ 0LVVLVVLSSL 
Cherokee (North Carolina), Seneca (New
York) and Poarch Creek (Alabama).
After all of the other Seminole teams
had been eliminated, the Tribesmen fought
their way through the losers bracket to reach
WKH FKDPSLRQVKLS ZKHUH WKH\ ¿QLVKHG
UXQQHUXSWRWKH&KRFWDZ¶V.LZDVKRZD
“All of them contributed to the wins
we got and every last one fought to the end.
1RQH RI WKHP JDYH XS´ VDLG 7ULEHVPHQ
coach Preston Baker.
The Tribesmen love to run. They get the
ball and go. They love the transition game
DQGRIWHQGLFWDWHWKHSDFHRIWKHLUJDPHV
³:HOLNHWRSXVKWKHEDOO6ORZSDFHLV
QRWXV´%DNHUVDLG
%XW EHIRUH D IDVW EUHDN FDQ GHYHORS
defense needs to do its job, and the
7ULEHVPHQ H[FHOOHG LQ WKDW GHSDUWPHQW
&KDQQRQ )U\H -D\WURQ %DNHU &- -XPSHU
and Ramone Baker won a lot of battles on
WKHERDUGV0HDQZKLOHSUHVVXUHIURPTXLFN

Kevin Johnson

Tribesmen guard and leading scorer Roger ‘Fresh’
Walters gets ready to shoot a short jump shot in a
14U boys game at NAYO.

guards such as Dakoya Nunez, Nakai Alex
and Dathen Garcia forced turnovers.
Offensively, the team was led by Roger
³)UHVK´ :DOWHUV D VPRRWKVKRRWLQJ JXDUG
who was a scoring machine throughout the
WZRGD\V+HVFRUHGQHDUO\KDOIRIKLVWHDP¶V
SRLQWV ZKHQ KH GURSSHG  LQ D  ZLQ
against Skinz. Consistent secondary scoring
came from Frye and Alex.

3UHVWRQ%DNHUZDVQ¶WWKHRQO\RQHZKR
FRDFKHG PXOWLSOH WHDPV DW 1$<2 +XQWHU
Osceola coached two. He had the Native
6ROGLHUV¶8ER\VDQG8ER\V
“I love coaching kids and trying to
make them better and trying to make their
IQ higher to make the game easier for
WKHPVHOYHV´2VFHRODVDLG
7KH 8 VTXDG ZHQW ZLQOHVV EXW
2VFHROD VDLG LW ZDV VWLOO D JRRG H[SHULHQFH
IRUFRDFKDQGSOD\HUV
³,W¶V IXQ FRDFKLQJ OLWWOH JX\V EXW LW¶V
KDUG EHFDXVH WKH\¶UH VWLOO OHDUQLQJ DQG
WKH\¶UHVWLOOGHYHORSLQJ´2VFHRODVDLG
The 17U team won two games, but was
Kevin Johnson
eliminated in the losers bracket by OTF
Tribesmen
forward
Corey
Jumper
blocks
a
shot
in
a
NAYO
14U
boys
game
April
20
at
the
Howard
Tiger
Elite.
³>27)@ KDG JRRG FKHPLVWU\ ,W¶V WRXJK Recreation Center in Hollywood.
WR EHDW D WHDP OLNH WKDW ZKHQ WKH\¶YH EHHQ
SOD\LQJIRUDZKLOH´2VFHRODVDLG
Daewon Huggins was a standout for NS
LQWKH¿QDOJDPHZLWKSRLQWV
$IWHUZLQQLQJDVWDWHFKDPSLRQVKLSZLWK
Anadarko High School in Oklahoma, Lexi
)RUHPDQ VXLWHG XS IRU WKH /DG\ 6HPLQROHV
LQWKH8JLUOVGLYLVLRQ6KHVFRUHGDWHDP
KLJKSRLQWVLQWKHWHDP¶VRSHQLQJJDPH
D  ZLQ DJDLQVW WKH /DG\ %DOOHUV RI
0LVVLVVLSSL 7KH /DG\ 6HPLQROHV ¿QLVKHG


Kevin Johnson

Channon Frye goes airborne for the Tribesmen
while driving toward the basket.

The tournament featured 61 teams,
LQFOXGLQJ6HPLQROH0RQWKVRISODQQLQJ
and organizing by Seminole Recreation led
WRDZHOOUXQWRXUQDPHQW
³9HU\VPRRWKO\:HHQMR\HGLW:H¶GOLNH
WR FRPH EDFN DJDLQ´ VDLG -RKQQ\ 9DXJKQ
FRDFK RI WKH 8 ER\V FKDPSLRQVKLS WHDP
IURP0LVVLVVLSSL
*DPHV ZHUH SOD\HG RQ WKH +ROO\ZRRG
5HVHUYDWLRQ¶V +RZDUG 7LJHU 5HFUHDWLRQ
Center and Classic gym as well as Broward
College and Hollywood Hills High School.
&RQVLGHULQJ KXQGUHGV RI SOD\HUV
are involved in the tournament and each
JDPH UHTXLUHV VWDII UHIHUHHV WLPHNHHSHUV
VFRUHNHHSHUV DQG )LUH 5HVFXH LW ZDV D
PDVVLYHRSHUDWLRQ
“We did NAYO baseball and softball
Kevin Johnson last summer. We learned from that. This was
Tribesmen guard Nakai Alex eyes two points PXFK VPRRWKHU´ VDLG 5HFUHDWLRQ 'LUHFWRU
during a 14U boys game.
&DWK\&\SUHVV³2YHUDOOLWZDVJRRGDQGLW

Kevin Johnson

The Tribesmen gather with the runner-up trophy and shirts after finishing in second place in NAYO’s 14U
boys division. Preston Baker coaches the team. He also coached two other teams at the tournament.

ZDVIXQ´
&KDPSLRQV DQG UXQQHUXSV
1$<2ZHUH
8 JLUOV 5H] *LUOV 
FKDPSLRQ +RRSHUV UXQQHUXS
8 ER\V .LZDVKRZD 

FKDPSLRQ 7ULEHVPHQ6HPLQROH UXQQHU
XS
IRU 
8 JLUOV 7HDP (OLWH  &KRFWDZ
FKDPSLRQ 5DLQPDNHUV±&KRFWDZ UXQQHU
&KRFWDZ XS
8 ER\V 6HQHFD &KLHIV ± 6HQHFD
&KRFWDZ FKDPSLRQ ,'0&KRFWDZ UXQQHUXS 

Kevin Johnson
Kevin Johnson

Tribesmen guard Dakyoa Nunez gets past defenders during a game at the Howard Tiger Recreation Center.

Tribesmen’s Ramone Baker splits the defense on a driving layup in a 14U boys game at Howard Tiger
Recreation Center.

Kevin Johnson

Kevin Johnson

Young spectators watch a NAYO game from the the second floor at Broward College’s gym.

Native Soliders’ Grant Osceola battles Native Elite during a 17U boys game.
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2019 NAYO Basketball Tournament

Kevin Johnson

Tribesmen’s Pherian Baker, left, defends against Dalmon King in a 14U game. King was the only Seminole on the
Skinz team that featured Cherokee and Choctaw players.

Kevin Johnson

Adryauna Baker wins the opening tip for the Lady Warriors in a 14U girls game at Hollywood Hills High School.

Kevin Johnson (2)

Above, Boryalys Cypress provides tough
defense for the Native Soldiers 17U boys team.
Below, Lexi Foreman, who recently won a state
championship in Oklahoma, controls the ball for
the Lady Seminoles 17U girls.

Kevin Johnson (3)

Above, Karey Gopher lines up a 3-point shot in a 14U girls
game. At left, Lucas Osceola puts in a layup for NWA in a
17U boys game against Native Elite at Hollywood Hills High
School. Below, NWA’s Silas Madrigal eyes the basket.

Kevin Johnson

Coach Jason Billie and the Lady Seminoles 17U girls team watch from the bench during a game at Hollywood Hills High.

Kevin Johnsonr

Haylie Huff and Caylie Huff battle in the paint for the 14U girls Lady Warriors.

Kevin Johnson

No Seminole teams won championships at NAYO, but
Deagen Osceola won a championship with the Choctaws’
Kiwashowa 14U boys team from Philadelphia, Miss.
Deagen, who attends Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School
in Brighton, was the only Seminole on the Kiwashowa.
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Cheyenne Nunez ready for NCAA Division I ball
Standout from
Brighton to
play for
USC Upstate
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

It didn’t take long for Cheyenne Nunez
to determine where her next stop will be in
her college softball career.
One trip to Spartanburg, South Carolina
is all it took for Nunez to know that the
University of South Carolina Upstate is an
LGHDO¿W
“I fell in love with it. It’s one of the most
beautiful places I’ve ever seen, and I’ve been
to a lot of places,” said the former Junior
Miss Florida Seminole from the Brighton
Reservation.
Nunez, a sophomore who has played
two years of junior college softball for
the State College of Florida in Bradenton,
committed to USC Upstate on April 1.
She’ll enter as a junior and have two years
of playing eligibility. As if to celebrate the
good news, three days after making the
FRPPLWPHQWVKHVPDFNHGKHU¿UVWKRPHUXQ
and drove in four runs in a 10-4 win against
South Florida State College.
USC Upstate, a NCAA Division I
program, has been led by coach Chris
Hawkins for the past 25 years. The Spartans
play in the Big South Conference. Their nonconference schedule this season included
ACC and Big Ten schools as well as SEC
powerhouse LSU, which as the ninth-ranked
team in the nation narrowly defeated USC
Upstate, 2-0, in Baton Rouge.
Nunez’s visit included spending time
with current players, who showed her around
campus and the town.
“It felt like home,” said Nunez, daughter
of Peggy and Daniel Nunez Sr. “The
facilities and the academic center are nice.
,WIHOWOLNHVXFKDJRRG¿WIRUPH(YHU\WKLQJ
was awesome. I always dreamt about going
'LYLVLRQ,DQGQRZLW¶V¿QDOO\KDSSHQLQJ´
³, WKLQN LW¶V D JUHDW ¿W IRU KHU 7KH
coaching staff will be really good for her,”
said SCF coach Mandy Schuerman.
Nunez, a speedy and versatile
FHQWHU¿HOGHU ZKR EDWV LQ WKH OHDGRII VSRW
said an initial connection with USC Upstate

Beverly Bidney

State College of Florida sophomore Cheyenne Nunez, the school’s all-time leader in stolen bases, is pointed toward second base during a game in Fort Myers on April 11 against Florida SouthWestern State
College, the nation’s No. 1 ranked junior college team. Nunez will be headed to South Carolina later this year to play for the University of South Carolina Upstate.

“I don’t look for home runs or triples. I
was made early in the season when USC
Upstate’s coach saw her play at a tournament MXVWWU\WR¿QGDZD\RQZLWKDZDONKLWJHW
early in Clearwater. She said SCF’s hit by a pitch,” she said.
Nunez described her two years at SCF
announcer Chuck Landers, whose daughter
played at USC Upstate, put in a good word as “literally life-changing.”
“All my coaches are amazing. I love
for her, too, which helped.
A strong regular season for Nunez and all of them,” she said, adding that she made
SCF ended April 25. The team was ranked great friendships with teammates. “I’ll never
nationally among junior colleges in April. forget them.”
With Nunez headed to USC Upstate,
Entering the postseason in early May, SCF
had a 44-14 record. Nunez shattered the team next year is shaping up to be a potential
record for most stolen bases in a season; she memorable one as the Seminole Tribe could
had 38 as of the end of the regular season. have three players on Division I softball
She also led the squad in hits (67) and runs teams. Ahnie Jumper is currently in her
(54) and was tied with two teammates for the sophomore season at Florida Gulf Coast
University. Jillian Rodriguez recently signed
best batting average (.364).
“She’s been quite consistent, always with Tennessee State University.
looking to improve, which I really like about
Beverly Bidney
her. She’s really a hard worker,” Schuerman
Cheyenne Nunez helps fire up her team in a game
said.
April 11 in Fort Myers.
Power isn’t a big part of Nunez’s game;
her strengths are found in her ability to reach
base and then steal bases.

Moore Haven shot putters Andrew Fish,
Conner Thomas place in top 3 at district meet
throw.
Entering the district meet, Fish had
earned consideration as one of the elite
throwers in the district. Last year he was
NAPLES — There’s no doubt Andrew district runner-up as a junior and reached the
Fish and Conner Thomas’s athletic careers state meet.
at Moore Haven High School will be most
“He’s had a pretty good season so far
remembered for their accomplishments on and has shown much improvement meet
WKHIRRWEDOO¿HOG
after meet,” said Moore Haven track and
After all, the duo from the Brighton ¿HOGFRDFK&\QWKLD&RRN
Reservation helped the Terriers football
%XW KLV ¿UVW WZR WKURZV DW WKH GLVWULFW
team compile an 18-3 record the past two meet were scratches (throws that landed
seasons as standouts on the offensive line.
RXWVLGH WKH ¿HOG OLQHV   6R KLV WKLUG WKURZ
But they’ve also excelled beyond the ±DQGZKDWFRXOGKDYHEHHQKLV¿QDOWKURZ
gridiron. Both Fish and Thomas shined in of his high school career – carried plenty
VKRW SXW IRU WKH WUDFN DQG ¿HOG WHDP WKLV of drama. He not only needed to make sure
spring. Thomas also found success in the the shot put landed in-bounds, but he also
discus throw.
needed the throw to be among the top eight
The seniors made sure the Class of the 28 competitors in order to advance to
1A-District 8 meet April 10 at St. John WKHQH[WÀLJKWWKDWGD\
Neumann High School in Naples wouldn’t
Fish didn’t panic. His third throw was
be their last one.
JRRGHQRXJKWRDGYDQFHLQWRWKHQH[WÀLJKW
Through somewhat precarious routes, +LV¿QDOWKURZRIWKHGD\±DWPHWHUV
WKH\TXDOL¿HGIRUWKHUHJLRQDOWRXUQDPHQWLQ – turned out to be his best and it earned him
VKRWSXWDQG7KRPDVDOVRTXDOL¿HGLQGLVFXV runner-up in the district championship and
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

Kevin Johnson

Moore Haven High School senior Conner Thomas delivers a shot put throw April 10 at the Class
1A-District 8 meet at St. John Neumann High School in Naples.

a spot in regionals. Fish barely missed out
on winning the district title, which went to
Seacrest Country Day’s Srdjan Kopunovic at
13.34 meters.
Thomas, meanwhile, didn’t have as
much drama in shot put thanks to a series of
strong and consistent throws. His steady day
of throwing included a personal best of 12.86
meters, which was good enough for third
place. It was in discus that Thomas surprised
just about everyone, including himself.
He competed in the event almost as an
DIWHUWKRXJKWDQGHQGHGXS¿QLVKLQJUXQQHU
up out of 28 competitors. His furthest toss
was 38.06 feet and earned him a ticket to
regionals.
³&RQQHUGH¿QLWHO\VXUSULVHGPHZLWKKLV
VHFRQGSODFHRYHUDOO¿QLVKLQGLVFXV´&RRN
said. “We had actually discussed him not
doing that event at districts in fear of hurting
his arm and risking his chances in the shot
put. But as he always does, he not only did
well, he got second overall and advanced to
UHJLRQDOV$VIRUVKRWSXWKHZDVRQ¿UH+H
made two new [personal records] and ended
up placing third overall and earning a seat to
regionals.”
The Class 1A-Region 2 meet was held
April 27 at Cypress Creek High School in
Wesley Chapel just outside of Tampa.
)LVK ¿QLVKHG ¿IWK RYHUDOO ZKLFK JDYH
him an at large spot to the state meet May
3-4 at the University of North Florida in
Jacksonville. His best throw at regionals was
13.32, close to his personal best of 13.65.
+H¿QLVKHGDKHDGRI.RSXQRYLFWKHGLVWULFW
ZLQQHUZKR¿QLVKHGVHYHQWK
Thomas didn’t advance to states in
HLWKHUVKRWSXWRUGLVFXV+H¿QLVKHGWKLQ
shot put with his top throw being 11.70. As
for discus, Thomas’s tosses got better and
better, but not good enough. He started with
a scratch followed by tosses of 27.32 and
29.81 feet.
Had Thomas reached states, he would
have been competing in the same city where
he’ll go to college. He’ll be headed to Tulsa
Welding School. Fish, meanwhile, will
continue his athletic career in Miami this
fall when he joins the St. Thomas University
football team.
On the girls side at Moore Haven, Tafv
Harris wrapped up a solid freshman season
in shot put. She had a personal best of over
nine meters. Her best throw at districts was
8.17, which placed her right in the middle
of the pack, 12th out of 24 competitors. It
wasn’t enough to advance to regionals, but
she has three more years to look forward to.
Kevin Johnson
“ I think it was a good lesson as to
what to prepare for and I expect good things Moore Haven High School senior Andrew Fish gets ready to launch the shot put at the Class 1A-District
8 meet in Naples.
from her in the future,” Cook said.
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Powerful start to college career for Sydnee Cypress
BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Staff Reporter

MIAMI — Last fall, Sydnee Cypress
was a softball player looking for a team,
and ASA College Miami was a new team
looking for players.
The two sides connected just in time for
Cypress to enroll and then help ASA christen
its inaugural season.
It’s turned out to be a perfect match
as Cypress emerged as one of ASA’s top
players, batting near the top of the order and
starting at shortstop.
“She’s been one of our best hitters,” said
ASA coach Gina Capitini. “We had her at
No. 1 [in the batting order], but we dropped
her down to No. 2 and she just opened up
hitting-wise. She felt more comfortable
there. She’s got a lot of speed. She can drop
down a bunt. She’s kind of like a threetool player; she can slap, she can hit. She’s
GH¿QLWHO\EHHQDQLPSDFWSOD\HUWKLVVHDVRQ
starting at shortstop. She’s making some
JRRG SOD\V DQG VKH¶V GH¿QLWHO\ RQH RI RXU
most improved players.”
Not surprisingly, wins were elusive for a
program in its infancy. ASA, whose Miami
FDPSXV LV LQ +LDOHDK ¿QLVKHG ZLWK D 
record.
Cypress, a former Moore Haven High
School standout from the Big Cypress
Reservation, carved out a memorable
freshman season along the way.
She cemented her name in ASA history
E\KLWWLQJWKHSURJUDP¶V¿UVWKRPHUXQ7KH
solo shot came March 15 in a 5-2 win against
Parkland College, of Illinois, in a game
played in Titusville.
&\SUHVV ¿QLVKHG WKH VHDVRQ ZLWK WKH
team’s second best batting average (.394)
thanks to 26 hits in 66 at-bats. She tied
IRU WKH WHDP OHDG LQ GRXEOHV ZLWK ¿YH 6KH
belted a team-high three home runs, the last
RIZKLFKZDVDQRSSRVLWH¿HOGEODVWRYHUWKH
ULJKW¿HOGIHQFHRQDZLQG\DIWHUQRRQ$SULO
3 at Miami-Dade College in Kendall.
“Luckily I just got hold of one and
hit it out,” Cypress said after her home run
accounted for the team’s only run in a 2-1

Kevin Johnson (2)

Above left, ASA College Miami freshman Sydnee Cypess, of the Big Cypress Reservation, belts her third home run of the season April 3 against Miami-Dade College. Above right, after the blast, Cypress is
greeted at home plate by her teammates.

loss against Miami-Dade, a well-established
and respected program in the junior college
ranks. ASA played a crisp game – its coach
said it was one of its better games of the
season – which bodes wells for next season
when the team will join the same conference
as Miami-Dade, Broward College and
others.
Cypress admitted she was a bit rusty
at the start of the season, but through
determination she eventually rediscovered
her groove at the plate.
³:KHQ,¿UVWFDPHEDFN,ZDVQ¶WKLWWLQJ
that well because I had taken two years off,
but I’ve worked a lot to get to where I am
now,” she said.

&\SUHVV ¿QLVKHG KHU IUHVKPDQ VHDVRQ
on a high note when she went 4-for-4 with
a double and triple and scored three runs
in an 8-7 loss against Eastern Florida State
&ROOHJHRQWKH¿QDOGD\RIWKHVHDVRQ
Cypress said she plans to play for ASA
next season and then hopefully land a spot
with a four-year college program, a path
often followed by junior college athletes.
³7KLV LVQ¶W WKHLU ¿QDO VWRS 7KH\ FRPH
in here for two years and we get them on to
another school,” Capitini said.
Cypress plans to study psychology
and would like to work for the Tribe after
¿QLVKLQJ FROOHJH +HU DGGLWLRQ WR WKH WHDP
KDVEURXJKWEHQH¿WVEH\RQGWKH¿HOG
“I love the fact she is Native American
and she brings that culture to the team,”
Capitini said. “She always gives us
information about it, which a lot of the girls

Kevin Johnson

Sydnee Cypess, ASA College Miami’s starting
shortstop, settles under a popup during a game
against Miami-Dade College.

never knew before. It’s nice to have that
because I like diversity on my team. I like all
different cultures to come together as one.”
Before she joined ASA, Cypress
hadn’t played softball since she graduated
from Moore Haven in 2017 after helping
the Terriers win district and regional
championships. Her desire to return to the
sport never waned.
“Two of my friends from Immokalee
play on the team,” Cypress said. “Coach
was looking for players and they asked me
if I wanted to come play and I said yes. It
was two days before the deadline and I got
enrolled in two days.
“I’m so glad I’m playing again,” she
said.
So is ASA.
“A late addition,” Capitini said, “but
GH¿QLWHO\DJUHDWDGGLWLRQIRUVXUH´

Miami Open sets attendance records in new home at Hard Rock Stadium
FROM PRESS RELEASE

MIAMI A ENS — The 35th edition
of the Miami Open presented by Ita featured
a blend of tennis, art, culture, cuisine, and
entertainment in its new Hard Rock Stadium
KRPH 5HFRUG FURZGV ¿OOHG WKH QHZ WHQQLV
facility and stadium court as Roger Federer
and Ashleigh Barty captured the men’s and
women’s singles titles, respectively.
The
tournament
set
numerous
attendance records: 15 of its 24 sessions
had higher attendance than the previous
records, including an all-time singlessession attendance mark of 32,831 during
the Saturday, March 23 day session. Overall,
the tournament’s two-week attendance
was 388,734, breaking the old record of
326,131 set in 2012. It also marked the 10th
consecutive year the tournament recorded
more than 300,000 in total attendance.
The tournament partnered with local
restaurants to present an array of dining and
lounging experiences.
The Miami Open also collaborated with
Art Miami and Goldman Global Arts to curate
art murals and gallery work by internationally
renowned artists and showcased a range of
musicians and DJs.
The luxury seating at Hard Rock Stadium
elevated the premium seating experience
to a new caliber unlike any seen before in
tennis. The premium seating options featured
multi-screen experiences with large-screen
televisions and tablets, spacious seating with
ample legroom complete with an all-inclusive
club showcasing world-class fare.

Miami Open

2019 Miami Open men’s singles winner Roger Federer clutches the championship trophy in the tennis plaza outside Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens.

NIGA honors pro golfer Notah Begay III with lifetime achievement honor
FROM PRESS RELEASE

SAN IE O ali — The National
Indian Gaming Association honored PGA
Tour winner and golf commentator Notah
Begay III with the Chairman’s Lifetime
Achievement Award in March at the 2019
Indian Gaming Tradeshow and Convention
in San Diego, California.
“It is an amazing opportunity to have
someone like Notah Begay to be here with
us,” National Indian Gaming Association
Chairman Ernie Stevens, Jr., said. “He is
not only one of the greatest golfers I’ve ever
known, but he is one of the greatest persons
I’ve ever known in my life. He works day
in and day out, and is always ready to serve.
He’s changing lives, supporting our young
athletes and helping people and families.”
Upon receiving his recognition, Begay
said, “Through the lens of sport, leadership
and service has been the cornerstone of my
approach, which was handed down to me
from my father, and his father. They handed
down the community ownership, and the
ability to continue to serve. That’s really
what it’s all about for me.” He added, “It has
never been about achievement or winning or
the money, it is about doing my very best,
continuing to ask more of myself daily and
the serve in whatever capacity I can. Giving

NIGA

Notah Begay III, center, receives a lifetime achievement award from the National Indian Gaming Association in San Diego, California.

of your time is the most valuable asset you
can give.”

Notah Begay III, from the Navajo
Nation and San Felipe/Isleta Pueblos, is

the only full-blooded Native American to
have played on the PGA Tour. He was born

and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico
and attended Stanford University where he
earned a degree in rconomics in addition to
earning All-American honors three times
and leading the golf team to a national
championship in 1994.
In addition to winning four PGA Tour
events, Begay became only the third player
in the history of professional golf to shoot
59 in a professional event. He partnered with
his good friend Tiger Woods in the 2000
President’s Cup.
When Begay is not on the golf course,
he dedicates his time to positively impacting
the Native American community. In 2005,
Notah launched The Notah Begay III (NB3)
Foundation. The Foundation works to battle
obesity and diabetes in Native American
youth. In addition, Begay owns a golf course
GHYHORSPHQW ¿UP DQG ZRUNV H[FOXVLYHO\
with Native communities to develop golf
properties.
Begay was named one of Golf
Magazine’s Innovators of the Year in 2009
for his philanthropic work through the NB3
Foundation and has also been named one of
the Top 100 Sports Educators in the world by
the Institute for International Sport.
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)PECS SOFTBALL
From page 1C

Happy Birthday, Aaliyah

Beverly Bidney

The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School softball team lines up before facing Osceola Middle School on April 16 in Brighton.

My dear princess Aaliyah
Denise, mommy wants to say
how blessed I truly am on this day
4/23. I share my birthday with you,
princess, mommy loves you so
much and is so proud of you, how
hard you try at school and you don’t
give up. You’re my lil “boo-boo,
Baby.” Mommy will always be here
to the end, princess, and I hope you
enjoy your special day and may all
your little wishes come true.
We love you,
Mommy, Teddy, Mariyah,
Aaliyah, Jazzlynn, Baby J.,
Grandmothers: Belen, Guadalupe,
Barbara,
Nancy,
Claudia.
Grandfathers:
Alfredo,
Felix,
Encarnacion, Joe, Uncles: Joe,
Alfredo Jr. Daniel, Aunts: Lillie,
Alicia Nina, Brenda, Lory,
Samantha Lez and all your Cuzins.
Family: Martinez/Alvarado/Garza/
Faz.

Attention Native youth:
summer program wants you
or nearby, and classes are held
daily between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
During the program, students are
required to be with a counselor
Youngsters looking for a and the group is accompanied by at
unique summer experience this OHDVWRQHRI¿FHURIWKH)68SROLFH
\HDU PLJKW ¿QG LW LQ WKH VWDWH¶V department during off campus
capitol.
activities.
The dates have been set for the
Those in the youth program
2019 Florida Indian Youth Program can expect to learn more about
and Leadership Academy.
STEM
(science,
technology,
The two week program will engineering and mathematics),
run from July 13 through July computer literacy and SAT/ACT
27 at Florida State University in preparation. During the evening
Tallahassee. The deadline to submit and on the weekends, organizers
application materials is May 30.
host parties, trips to the mall and
The youth program and activities like bowling.
leadership academy is free and
Leadership academy students
open to Native American, Native are expected to gain leadership
Alaskan and Native Hawaiian youth skills as well as independence
tribal members and descendants during their time in the program.
from Florida and Georgia.
The students will have access to
The youth portion, offered college site tours, be able to explore
as a college preparatory program, academic programs of study and
is designed for those who are also take part in fun activities on
freshmen or sophomores in high evenings and weekends.
school. The leadership academy
Students will practice writing
is reserved for ambitious juniors, and learn more about tribal
seniors or recent graduates (not JRYHUQPHQW LVVXHV ¿QDQFLDO
older than 19).
literacy and art.
Organizers said participants
An awards banquet takes
live in a residence hall on campus place the end of the experience to
BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

Beverly Bidney

Giselle Micco pitches during her final home game for Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School April 16 against Osceola Middle School.

recognize all attendees. There are
also special awards given out to a
few select students for outstanding
achievements during the program.
The “intensive away from
home educational experience”
usually attracts about 50 to
60 participants each year. It is
RUJDQL]HGE\WKHQRQSUR¿W)ORULGD
Governor’s Council on Indian
Affairs.
“The students participate
in scholastic, cultural and social
events and activities, all designed
to increase the probability of high
school graduation and inspire
the students to higher academic
achievement,”
said
FGCIA
organizers.
Students will rack up more than
70 hours of classroom activities.
The program was originally
developed by the state of Florida to
give Native American students the
opportunity to spend two weeks in
the state’s capitol and be exposed
to higher education and state
government.
For more information and
to apply, go to fgcia.org/youthprogram.

FOR SALE
LAST SIX OF
VIN#

YEAR

216475

2007

FORD SEDAN

FUSION SE AWD

214,084

Fair

$557.00

B25138

2005

FORD CARGO VAN

E250 EXT VAN (RWD)

142,975

Poor

$891.00

A16476

2005

FORD CARGO VAN

E250 EXT VAN (RWD)

132,775

Poor

$1,026.00

501675

2007

DODGE SUV

DURANGO SLT (4WD)

169,365

Poor

$1,050.00

A93027

2006

FORD SUV

EXPLORER XLT (4WD)

110,292

Poor

$1,446.00

B25449

2006

FORD VAN

E250 CARGO VAN (RWD)

171,723

Fair

$1,846.00

280640

2008

DODGE SEDAN

AVENGER SXT (FWD)

116,213

Fair

$1,875.00

B86641

2008

FORD SUV

ESCAPE XLT (FWD)

150,432

Fair

$1,900.00

MAKE

MODEL

MILEAGE/
HRS
CONDITION

STARTING BID
PRICE

A42828

2006

FORD PASSENGER VAN

E350 XL CLUB WAGON (RWD)

101,178

Fair

$3,150.00

A42829

2006

FORD PASSENGER VAN

E350 XL CLUB WAGON (RWD)

100,249

Fair

$3,264.00

A01727

2010

FORD SUV

EXPLORER XLT (4WD)

142,459

Fair

$4,011.00

A82213

2007

FORD PICKUP TRUCK

F150 XLT (4WD)

151,992

Fair

$4,450.00

A33767

2010

FORD SUV

EXPLORER XLT (RWD)

96,949

Fair

$5,575.00

D91458

2006

FORD PICKUP TRUCK

F250 XL SUPER DUTY (4X4)

101,850

Poor

$7,372.00

Beverly Bidney

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School infielder Lexi Thomas keeps her eye on the ball as an Osceola Middle School player slides
into second base.

Rumble at the Rock returns to Hollywood May 10
will feature at least seven undefeated
local favorites in separate bouts.
The 10-round main event will
OLL
OO — 7KH ¿IWK
installment of the Rumble at the feature undefeated featherweight
Rock series will be held May 10, at contender Hairon “El Maja”
7 p.m. at Hard Rock Event Center Socarras (21-0-3, 13 KOs) of Miami
via Marianao, Cuba. Also scheduled
at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel
Casino in Hollywood. The event, for action is undefeated welterweight
titled “Night of the Undefeated,” Livan “The Machine Gun Kid”
FROM PRESS RELEASE

Navarro (10-0, 7 KOs).
Back in action will be undefeated
20-year-old boxing prodigy Logan
“The Korican Kid” Yoon (15-0, 12
KOs).
Tickets for “Rumble at the
Rock V” cost $250, $150, $100
and $60 and are available through
ticketmaster.com.

Upcoming events
Mother s ay olphin
ournament

Fish for a cause in this oneGD\ 'ROSKLQ VKRRWRXW WKDW EHQH¿WV
Habitat for Humanity of the Middle
.H\V ,W IHDWXUHV IDE ¿VKLQJ SUL]H
money and trophies for the winners,
and an awards banquet complete
with door prizes and an auction.
here Marathon, Florida Keys
hen May 10-11
In o www.habitatmiddlekeys.
org/dolphin-tournament.php
ArtNaples World Festival
Each year a different country
is honored gets the royal treatment
with concerts, piano recitals, jazz,
chamber music, opera, cinema and,
of course, great food and wine
Where: Naples
When: April 24-May 8
I n f o : / / w w w. s t a y i n m a y.
com/2019-festival-events

upelo

oney Festival

Get a glimpse of Real Florida
with a day trip to Wewahitchka
with its one stoplight, Spanish moss
dripping from Live Oaks, eerie
Dead Lakes and three generations
of beekeepers harvesting the world
famous Tupelo Honey. Purchase
locally-made products featuring
the honey, attend the Miss Tupelo
pageant, participate in a 5K run and
enjoy live music.
here
Lake Alice Park,
Wewahitchka
hen May18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
e tupelohoneyfestival.com

Flori a Fol Festival

For more than 60 years,
Florida’s folk artists, craftsmen and
musicians have gathered along the
banks of the Suwannee River where

the Spanish moss drips from the live
oak trees to celebrate Florida’s rich
cultural history and traditions.
here Stephen Foster State
Park in White Springs.
When: May 24-26
In o   ZZZÀRULGDVWDWHSDUNV
org/FloridaFolkFestival

Note - Previously advertised items are not reflected on this advertisement, only new listings. For more information contact Fixed Assets Dept. 954-966-6300 ext.
20034.
NEW!! - Tribal Members only- access this information at the website: http://semtribe.com/FixedAssets. (Registration required)

Theodore Nelson Sr.
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, SW5813, Indian Child Welfare
Consultant-Expert, Board Member National Indian Child Welfare
Association, Licensed and Insured, Seminole Health Plan Provider

Are you unhappy with your current counseling/child welfare services?
Now there are alternative services for you and your family. Philosophically,
we all have difficulty balancing social life, culture, health, substance use/
abuse, self-esteem, sense of belonging, emotions, our hopes and dreams.

lue ra Festival

Ring in the Memorial weekend
holiday with 200,000 new friends at
this annual seafood festival that pairs
small town charm with big-time fairinspired food and fun. Think carnival
rides, arts and crafts vendors, live
music, a kids’ zone, Memorial Day
SDUDGHDQG¿UHZRUNV
here downtown Palatka
hen May 18-19
In o: www.bluecrabfestival.org/

I offer 20 years of professional experience as a qualified therapist working
with children, teens and adults in a confidential, private setting in your
home or my office. I am available for individual counseling, dependency/
custody cases and tribal court; services are available for all reservations.
Office:   





6528 Osceola Circle, Hollywood, Florida 33024

