
HOLLYWOOD — The historic 
100th anniversary of the Hollywood 
Reservation has spanned generations 
with progress from dirt roads and 
chickee camps, to present day gaming 
and entertainment.

As the June 28, 1911 milestone 
approaches next month, three 
generations of Seminoles reminisced 

future.
As the oldest surviving member 

of the Big Town Clan, Tribal elder 
Minnie Doctor was born on the 
Hollywood Reservation to a family 
known for its practice of medicine 
or more appropriately known among 
Tribal citizens as medicine-men/
women, hence the last name of Doctor. 
She remembers a simpler time free of 

toward family.  
“I like the old way of living better. 

We could go out and just hunt for what 
we needed,” Doctor said speaking 
exclusively in her native tongue of 
Mikasuki with the help of niece and 
interpreter, Dora Tiger. “I remember 
the men would go out and hunt for 
frogs and we (the wives) would stay 
home. We never had to go out to the 
store.”

“Back then there were also a lot 
of Indians, but there does not seem to 
be very many now,” the 84-year-old 
continued.

As one of the faces of the Tribe 
for over two decades, former 13-time 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. also spoke of days past 
growing up without the luxuries of 
today while at one time living in a one 
room house with his entire family.

CLEWISTON — It was all about the Tribe at the Clewiston 
Museum for Seminole Heritage Day on April 28.

To kick off what was Clewiston’s 25th annual Sugar Festival, 
members of both the Big Cypress Tribal community and the city of 
Clewiston, along with students from the Ahfachkee School and a variety 
of schools in the Clewiston area, witnessed the historic occasion as a 
slew of speakers talked about the importance of having such an event 
at the Sugar Festival.

Seminole Heritage Day began outside of the Clewiston Museum 
with a special welcome from Clewiston Museum Chairperson/master 
of ceremonies Brenda Lopez, who noted that the city’s museum was 
“very happy” to be hosting this inaugural event. 

An invocation from Clewiston Museum’s Butch Wilson followed, 
as the historian highlighted the prayer with best wishes for a long-
standing relationship between the Tribe, the Clewiston Museum and 
the city of Clewiston.

Later on in the 30-minute long ceremony, Hendry County 
Commissioner Karson Turner and Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller 
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Jessica and Marissa Osceola give their mother, Sandy, a hug before encouraging her to join 
them for a dance to the live band at the Naples Mother’s Day Celebration. Tribal mothers of 
the Naples Community were given a choice of a facial, massage or wrap in the spa at the 
Marco Beach Ocean Resort, prior to sharing a family banquet with live entertainment and 
then joining their children on the beach on the afternoon of May 8.

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — And your 
new 2011-2012 Miss Indian World is….

These are words Cassandra Jimmie, the 
reigning 2010-11 Miss Florida Seminole 
Princess and 25 other bright, ambitious 
young women anxiously waited to hear 
center stage as the annual competition came 
to a close.

Representing 35 Tribes across 12 states 
and Canada, Jimmie participated in the 
event with hopes of winning the crown.

In the end however, Marjorie Tahbone 
of the Inupiaq/Kiowa Tribe of Nome, Alaska 
captured the title of the new Miss Indian 
World in front of thousands and received a 
ceremonial honor song to welcome her.     

The once in a lifetime honor was part 
of the prestigious Gathering of Nations 
PowWow in its 28th year taking place at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Albuquerque 
and the University of New Mexico’s “The 
Pit” running April 28-30. 

Jimmie, an Immokalee Reservation 
native and current Orlando college student, 
said although she was unable to bring home 
the crown and it remains elusive for a 
Florida Seminole Tribal citizen, it was great 
to be a part of the experience. 

“It was an honor just being there to 
represent the Tribe. It took some courage to 
go out there to speak and just be out there 
and have knowledge about your Tribe and 
represent them to the best of your ability,” 

Jimmie said. “It was also a great experience 
because not only was I there to represent the 
Tribe, but I walked away having new friends 
I met and learned more about other Tribes.”    

In a jam-packed week of activities, 
Jimmie and her fellow contestants were 
judged in the areas of Tribal knowledge 
(or traditional talent), dance ability, public 
speaking and personality assessment. 

“I think this experience taught her to 
converse with other people about things that 
are of interest to them and brought her out 
of her shell,” said Wanda Bowers, Princess 
Committee chairwoman. “I was really proud 
of her.” 

Beulah Sunrise-Rau, 15-year Miss 
Indian World Committee member and co-
announcing veteran said an event such 
as this strengthened Tribal unity among 
Jimmie and the other females.

“Native women are the backbone of our 
Tribes and this type of venue was a perfect 
opportunity for them to grow and strengthen 
our Native people,” Sunrise-Rau said. 

The concept for Miss Indian World 
originated in 1983 in Albuquerque, N.M., 
allowing indigenous, young women from 
all over North America to compete for the 
prestigious crown. The crown is selected by 
acquiring points in a variety of categories, 
and the contestant must be knowledgeable 
about her Tribe and its traditions. At the end 

with the highest accumulated points will 
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Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra 
Jimmie, center, on stage with her fellow contestants 
of the new Miss Indian World and Gathering of 
Nations PowWow festivities held on the University of 
New Mexico’s campus April 28-30.
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Ahfachkee School sophomore Tequesta Tiger, left, and Ahfachkee School 
instructional aide Celesta Osceola, right, are taking a deep look at the 
Seminole chickee exhibit of the Clewiston Museum during Seminole 
Heritage Day on April 28.
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“I like the traditional way we once lived but I also 
like the convenience of the modern way too, you can 
live in both,” Osceola said.

He has helped organize several planned celebrations 
for the centennial in the coming months. 

“I have seen us (as Seminoles) in my lifetime go 
from where other people had to buy us clothes and 
shoes, to where now we can give back to the community. 
We have gone from dependent to where we are now 
independent. We rely on ourselves now,” Osceola said.

He said he is part of a dream his elders envisioned 
in 1957 when the Tribe established itself as a viable, 
sovereign government/nation with the United States 
government.

the dream and vision the Tribal elders originally had,” 
he said. “I feel that in our hearts and in our minds we 
can still remember the past and keep our culture.” 

Osceola and Tribal citizen Virgil Doctor, son 
of elder Minnie Doctor, feel that beyond the multi-
faceted innovation and success the Tribe maintains in 

determination and perseverance many of the younger 
generation must uphold.

“What you do in life does not make who you are,” 

Osceola said. “Just because we are in business now does 
not mean we are not still Seminoles. Just because we 
are successful in one thing does not mean we can not be 
successful in our culture, as well.”

“It is the responsibility of our elders to teach our 
youth about the past,” he continued.

Virgil Doctor feels there must be a balance of self-

wide.
  “Respect who you are and respect your clan. Now-

a-days the younger generation does not even know our 
language. Depend on yourself; do not depend on the 
white man,” Virgil Doctor said. “When I grew up we 
did not have all of this we have now. Most of the time I 
went to school without shoes and would wear the same 
clothes two to three times in a row.” 

Generation-Y Seminole and aspiring hip-hop artist 
Stephen Billie is trying to use the advice of Virgil 
Doctor and others overcoming substance abuse, tragedy 
and other obstacles in his young life.

The 25-year-old married father of two has produced 
over six CDs in his career. He continues to redirect 
his life in a positive way receiving his GED in 2007 
and is currently a management trainee in the Tribal 

“The kids need to invest in the Tribe,” Billie said. “I 
am a prime example of change and it has been a blessing 
to be a part of the (100th anniversary) process.” 

� ANNIVERSARY
From page 1A

Left photo, Tribal citizen 
Stephen Billie and Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. talk about 
preserving the Seminole 
culture in modern times 
as part of the 100th 
anniversary of the 
Hollywood Reservation, 
which was established 
in June of 1911.
Right photo, Tribal elder 
Minnie Doctor, left, 
speaks about times 
past on the Hollywood 
Reservation in her native 
tongue of Mikasuki with 
the help of her niece and 
interpreter, Dora Tiger.
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Hollywood Council Rep. Osceola gives an in-depth 
perspective with members of Seminole Media Productions 
under the famed Council Oak Tree on the meager lifestyle 
of Tribal citizens on the reservation in the 1950s and 1960s.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen Virgil Doctor talks about growing up on the 
Hollywood Reservation in the 1960s. 



IMMOKALEE — It has been 51 years 
since the small agricultural community in Collier 

Harvest Festival. The Seminoles were an integral 

important role in the coordination of Immokalee 
Harvest Festival 2011 on April 15-17.

people to harvest crops in the Everglades region 
that eventually became Immokalee, and they 
continue to be a part of the agricultural chain 
today," said Immokalee Seminole Culture 
Coordinator Geraldine Osceola. "Their farming 
techniques varied dramatically from today's 

are planted, nourished and harvested as a food 
source and everyone looks forward to a successful  
harvest."

Tribal Citizen Grace Osceola Holdiness 

Festival Queen in 1965. There have been no other 
Seminole contenders in the queen competition 
until this year when Lauren Posada and Randee 
Osceola competed for Junior Miss Harvest 
Festival with three other entrants.

The 2011 Harvest Queen pageant took place 
on the evening of April 15 at the Entertainment 
Pavilion of the Seminole Casino Immokalee. 

Veteran Pageant Director Joanne Loukonen 
coordinated the event, which included interviews, 
talent and modeling competition. 

Working on a point system, the judges rated 
Randee Osceola with the highest score on the 
interview questions and she sang "Sawgrass 
Flower" by James Billie for her talent review. 
Lauren Posada recited poetry and received 
creativity recognition that resulted in her being 
selected as the First Runner Up for Junior Miss 
Harvest Festival. 

Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny 
Joe Davis orchestrated the construction of a 

for the Cultural Department to decorate and enter 
in the Festival Parade on the morning of the 16th. 
Community members playing the role of their 
ancestors completed the image of a traditional 

Making its way down the main street of 
Immokalee, the procession traveled through the 
Seminole Ranch and ended in the rear parking 
lot of the Seminole Casino Immokalee, which 
had been converted into the Harvest Festival 
Marketplace.

Mountains of fresh produce, Seminole arts 
and crafts, homemade preserves, woodwork, 
jewelry and souvenirs representing multiple 
cultures awaited the participants. Traditional 
Seminole cooking, Jamaican Jerk, Mexican, 

CLEWISTON — As the nation's 

the South Florida sugar industry has made 
Clewiston "America's Sweetest Town." 
To show community appreciation, the 
City of Clewiston and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida united in celebration of the 
25th Anniversary of the Clewiston Sugar 
Festival during the week of April 23 
through 30.

The history of Hendry County and 
the town of Clewiston is closely entwined 
with the history of the Seminoles, who 
established campsites in the northern 
region of the Everglades that borders on 
the southern shores of Lake Okeechobee.

Dating back to the 1930s, the Florida 
sugar industry began to impact the 
economy of the agricultural growth in 
the area. It created jobs, contributed to 
the local income and participated in the 

establishment of public services, schools 
and programs to meet the needs of its 
employees and the surrounding community 
of which the Seminoles were a part.

The Sugar Festival has become a means 
to show appreciation to the sugar industry, 
which is responsible for approximately 
25 percent of the sugar produced in the 
United States. Dating back more than 80 
years, the event coincided with the end of 
the annual sugarcane harvest. By 1986 the 
festival was established to showcase the 
community and unite family, friends and 
neighbors.

Welcoming community members 
and visitors to the Silver Anniversary of 
the Sugar Festival, Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger said, "The Seminole 
Tribe is thrilled to be sponsoring an event 
with such history and tradition. Many of 
the activities taking place this year will 
include Tribal participation and hopefully 
will create many lasting memories."

Nineteen local young women took part 
in the Miss Sugar 2011 
Pageant that kicked 
off the celebration on 
the evening of April 
23 at the John Boy 
Auditorium. Following 
talent and history 
presentations, 18-year-
old Tonie Tolar was 
awarded the crown and 
began her reign over 
the activities of the 
Festival.

The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida 
commissioned a 
large chickee to be 
constructed by Tribal 
citizen Jeremiah Hall 
at the corner of the City 
of Clewiston Youth 
Center. Strategically 
placed for year round 
use, the structure 
was dedicated during 
a Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony on the 

afternoon of April 29.
Representing the Big Cypress 

Community on behalf of Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, Cicero Osceola gave a brief 
presentation regarding the construction 
of the chickee and its multiple functions. 
He said, "This is not only a shelter, but a 
symbol of the unity of our communities. 
Together we are building a future for the 
next generation who will continue the 
tradition."

City of Clewiston Mayor Richard 
Miller said, "Through the sponsorship 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, this 
year's Silver Anniversary is proving to 
be the biggest festival in our history. We 
are extremely grateful for their ongoing 
friendship and partnership, which has 
become a part of our heritage. A bronze 
plaque commemorating this occasion 

generations to share our relationship." 
Tribal citizens Cicero Osceola, Ricky 

Doctor, Billy Walker and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum representatives were joined by 
Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller, Vice 
Mayor James Pitman, City Commissioner 
Joseph Miller, City Manager Steve 
McKown, Hendry County Commissioner 
Al Perry and Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar 

Ceremony.
Immediately following the slicing of 

the ribbon, Friday Fest with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Star Search winners 
got underway at Sugar Festival Park. 
Fourteen-year-old Shelli Tiger provided an 
opening performance with songs of faith 
and love that had an immense impact upon 
her audience.

Hero", Tori Osceola caught the attention 
of all age groups with her four selections 
of popular musical hits. Both young 
ladies were surrounded by fans seeking 
autographs and an opportunity to talk with 
the young professionals as they descended 
from the stage.

Star Search grand prize winner David 

FORT PIERCE — Tribal Council met on the Fort Pierce 
Reservation for a special meeting passing 12 resolutions and 
ordinances on its April 26 agenda including:

Plan submitted to the South Florida Water Management District by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida

Florida Watershed Management Base Program for all Seminole 
Indian Reservations

rescission of Resolution No.C-154-02

Walsh Act Implementation Grant Program application for the 

Florida and SL Williams Consulting Corp. for the Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation Water/Sewer/Blend Water extension- 
directional bore; limited waiver of sovereign immunity if required  

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS

Staff Reporter

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Chris C. Jenkins

Priscilla Sayen Secretary of Tribal Council and Corporate Board of Directors stands outside of the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium on the Hollywood 
Reservation in the early hours of May 10 to announce the much anticipated voting results for Tribal Council and Board positions in front of anxious 
Tribal citizens and candidates. 
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From left, Tribal musicians Zach and Spencer Battiest perform their song ‘The Storm,’  a North 
American Indigenous Image Award nominee, on stage for guests as part of the second annual 
Music and Arts Festival and Car Show at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Grounds on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. The weekend featured Tribal musical performances, carnival rides, art, a clothing 
contest and other entertainment, including a custom car show with prizes and raffles held April 
15-16.

Chris C. Jenkins

Alligator wrestler Billy Walker performs a popular and traditional trick called the ‘Everglades Kiss’ 
during his demonstration. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal youth Lauren Doctor enjoys a coaster ride at the carnival.

� See more photos on page 10A
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Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar visited the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum booth 
to learn about Seminole heritage at the 25th Anniversary of the 
Sugar Festival in Clewiston during the week of April 23.

� Please see SUGAR FESTIVAL on page 9A

Judy Weeks

From left, Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, 
Nancy Motlow, Amy Yzaguirre and Larissa Delarosa 
represent Seminole heritage in the Immokalee Harvest 
Festival 2011 parade on April 15.� Please see HARVEST on page 10A



read out written letters by Fla. Gov. Rick Scott and the City 
of Clewiston, respectively, as both letters of proclamations 
highlighted the recognition of Seminole Heritage Day from the 

Tribal citizen Everett Osceola, who stood in for Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, shared some words of appreciation 
for the Clewiston Museum’s recognition of the Tribe.

“I’m glad to share a lot of our world with yours,” Everett 

everything you can within that cup. If you go inside the museum, 

throughout Florida.” 
Not long after Everett Osceola’s brief words, attendants of 

Seminole Heritage Day were afforded the opportunity to take 
a tour of the Clewiston Museum, which features a Seminole-
themed exhibit.

“I know of a lot of people who have never been to the Big 
Cypress Reservation but would come to learn about our Seminole 
history at the Clewiston Museum,” Celesta Osceola said. “People 
around here can get some knowledge about the Seminoles.”

Students from all of the Clewiston-area schools and the 
Ahfachkee School, including Ahfachkee sophomore Tequesta 
Tiger, were among the attendees who showed a considerable 
interest in the Seminole exhibit at the Clewiston Museum. 

As Tiger took a detailed look at the Seminole clothing 

“We have gone through so much over the past generations 
and we have such a wonderful culture here,” Tequesta Tiger said.  
“The more that people know about our history, the more well-
known we will be as Seminoles.”

Seminole Heritage Day reached its climax in an evening 
presentation by Brighton Tribal citizen/Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
historian Willie Johns, who gave a poignant and detailed 
description on how life was as a Seminole many years ago.

While the hour-long evening session concluded Seminole 
Heritage Day at the Clewiston Museum, it won’t be the only time 
the city of Clewiston will be having an event of this magnitude. 

It was recently announced by the Tribe and the city of 
Clewiston that from now on, Seminole Heritage Day will take 
place on the Thursday of each future Sugar Festival.

“It’s a very good day to be bridging the gap between the 
city of Clewiston and the Big Cypress Reservation,” Big Cypress 
Tribal senior Jeannette Cypress said. “Both communities have 
always been here, so I hope we could continue building on what 
we’ve started here with Seminole Heritage Day.”

� HERITAGE
From page 1A
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Immokalee Tribal citizen/Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal employee Lorraine Posada, left, 
gives a presentation on the creation of Seminole sweetgrass baskets to a group of 
onlookers.

Naji Tobias

As one of several scheduled speakers at the first-ever Seminole Heritage Day, 
Hollywood Tribal citizen/Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal employee Everett Osceola 
talks about the importance of having a function like this in Clewiston.

Naji Tobias

From left, Big Cypress Senior Center Director Cecilia Guzman and Big 
Cypress Tribal seniors Virginia Tommie and Theresa Jumper discuss the 
Seminole Medicine Man attire at the Clewiston Museum’s Seminole Heritage 
Day event.

Chris C. Jenkins

Suzanne Davis, manager of the Tribe’s Allied Health Program, 
talks to Diabetic Research Institute specialists about the effects 
of the diabetes epidemic among the Tribe. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Billie, second from left, along with special guests receive a personal tour of the Diabetic Research 
Institute facilities in Miami April 20 from President and Chief Executive Officer Robert Pearlman, 
far right, as part of establishing a future partnership with the Tribe.  

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen and SUBWAY diabetic menu spokesman James Billie, left, together 
with Camillo Ricordi, professor and cell specialist with the Diabetic Research 
Institute.    
“Our current Chairman (Mitchell Cypress) has been an inspiration (as a diabetic) 
in my involvement in being a part of the DRI tour and SUBWAY work. If he can be 
taken and made strong again, I thought it was a great idea to get more involved,” 
Billie said.

Seminole Heritage Day
WHEREAS, the unconquerable Seminole Tribe of Florida has woven a rich and diverse 

thread in the fabric of the Glades culture by their perseverance in honoring their heritage  
and celebrating traditions that have been handled down from generation to generation  
through their families and clans, and

WHEREAS, the Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of Hendry County 
wish to recognize the Seminole Tribe of Florida and commend the Seminole people’s resolve  
to overcome the dark moments in America’s past, to never surrender, but prevail,  
triumphing over cultural indifferences and poverty, and

WHEREAS, the Seminole Tribe of Florida exhibiting the legendary character of the 
Seminole people, tenaciously transcended insurmountable obstacles, rising from obscurity, 
have demonstrated a rightful place in leadership and business as entrepreneurs in the most 
enterprising and prosperous manner, and

WHEREAS, the unconquerable Seminole Tribe of Florida has, over the years, extended 
the hand of friendship to many in the Glades. Therefore, let it be known today that the  
Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of Hendry County acknowledge and 
embrace their gracious hand of friendship. In doing so, a declaration of this friendship will be 
established by honoring the Seminole Tribe of Florida with a special day.

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Mayor and City Commissioners of the City of Clewiston, 
proclaim that the Thursday preceding the Sugar Festival Celebration will be declared 
SEMINOLE HERITAGE DAY, a commemorative day that breeches time, distance and  
cultures, while forging a lasting friendship and partnership between the Seminole Tribe of  
Florida and its friends, the Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of  
Hendry County.

Dated this 18th day of April, 2011.

PROCLAMATION
April 28, 2011

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome all attending the Clewiston Museum’s 
Seminole Heritage Day. This event is a special time to honor the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, and the years of friendship between the Tribe, the City of Clewiston, and the 
Museum.

The State of Florida is proud to recognize the rich heritage and celebrate 
the many traditions of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Florida Seminoles have made 
tremendous contributions as business owners, members of the Armed Forces, and 
community leaders.

Seminole Heritage Day is an exciting event that gives attendees the 
opportunity to listen to guest speakers, view presentations, and explore the rich 
culture and heritage of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It is also a time to view the exhibit 
loaned from the Seminole Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum which showcases the culture of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, expressing their traditional, transitional and modern ways of 
life with signage and artifacts.

Best wishes for a memorable Seminole Heritage Day.

Sincerely,  



Judith A. Homko 
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320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal Education Director Emma Johns gives 
final instructions before students begin 
voting for the new Seminole Tribe Youth 
Council.

Chris C. Jenkins

The newly elected Seminole Tribe Youth Council together on April 21. From left, Kirsten Doney-
Treasurer, Secretary-Alexis Aguilar, Vice-President-Trent McInturff and Brittany Smith-President. 
Each were chosen as part of the new Unity Native American Youth Council organized through the 
Tribal Education Department for ages 15-24 to promote leadership and future leaders within the 
Tribe through community and socially-sponsored activities.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal Education staff and Youth Council together for the inaugural all reservations Youth Council 
Workshop held April 20-21.

Naji Tobias

Chairman Mitchell Cypress talks about how the late 
Frank Billie played a role in the makeup of how the 
Tribe has evolved over the years at the May 4 ribbon-
cutting ceremony of the new LED sign at the Frank 
Billie Tribal Field Office.

Photo above, attendees of 
the Frank Billie LED sign 
and Tribal Field Office 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
stand together in unity and 
support of the May 4 event in 
Big Cypress. 
Left photo, Big Cypress 
Tribal elder Joe Junior Billie 
holds up the ribbon sign that 
all of the Tribal attendees 
signed to commemorate the 
Frank Billie LED/Field Office 
ribbon-cutting ceremony

Naji Tobias

Photo above, Tribal 
leaders and family 
members of the late 
Tribal pioneer Frank 
Billie gather for 
the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony held in his 
honor.
Left photo, Here’s a 
look at the recently 
unveiled LED sign at 
the renamed Frank 
Billie Tribal Field 
Office in Big Cypress. 

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal elder Lucille Jumper signs the Tribal ribbon 
that commemorates the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Frank 
Billie LED/Field Office.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger gives opening 
remarks about the significance of renaming the Family 
Investment Center to the Frank Billie Tribal Field Office.
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be crowned to reign for one year and will represent all 
Native and indigenous people as a cultural goodwill 
ambassador.

The Gathering of Nations is known throughout 
the United States and the world as the largest Native 
American PowWow celebrating Native culture and 
traditions across North America through dancing, 

and customs. It also features a Grand Entry involving 
thousands of Natives celebrating together in unity. 

For more information log onto www.
gatheringofnations.com.

HOLLYWOOD — Learning the ins and outs of the 
broadcast/journalism business is the focus of the annual 
Youth Media Production Workshop held by Seminole Media 
Productions.

business such as the use, operation and care of television 
industry equipment including cameras and audio, as well 
as script writing, interviewing and editing techniques. The 
basics of writing from Seminole Tribune staff will also be an 
emphasis, now entering its third year within the workshop. 

“Every year it gets better, because I myself learn more 
and have the opportunity to teach the students everything 
I know, so that they can someday be a vital part of SMP 
and capture the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s monumental 
moments,” said Briana D'Andrea SMP broadcast reporter 
and workshop instructor.

Six days of activities will be scheduled in and around 
Broward/Dade County and will feature a new screening and 

“The new formula really sets the bar higher for both 
SMP and the students. We want young adults that really 
want to be here and want to be successful,” D'Andrea said.  
“There are so many students that are aspiring to be in the 
media industry, and it is vital for them to be around their 
peers that want to succeed just as much as they do, if not 
more. It helps us to bring out the best of the best.”

coordinate the week, along with Tribal citizen and SMP 

participants. Tribal citizens on all reservations are welcomed 
to apply. 

“The thing I enjoy most about being involved in the 
workshop is being able to get to teach the kids the craft,” 
said SMP Tampa Videographer and technical instructor Ryan 
Watson. “The most challenging aspect is trying to cram all 
the knowledge that you have amassed in this business into a 

enlisting of young Tribal talent. Tribal brothers and North 
American Indigenous Image Award nominees Zach “Doc” 
and Spencer Battiest will offer their expertise of the music 
industry helping to produce a music video for one of the two 
workshop groups.

“Anytime the Tribe asks us to show up, speak, perform, 
etc., we jump at it,” said younger sibling Spencer Battiest. 
They were there for us in pursuing our dreams. We always 
make it a point to put it in our schedule and show up.” 

“We are ecstatic about doing this. The more Tribal 
members can learn to perform or be in different industries, 
the more it helps us as a Tribe,” Battiest added. 

The other group will be given the opportunity to step in 

invited guests, as well as air in the future on the Seminole 

of the Tribune over their projects and experiences. 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS

Reporter

� INDIAN WORLD
From page 1A

Chris C. Jenkins

Junior Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie gives a quick smile 
while participating in the Grand Entry.

Chris C. Jenkins

Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra Jimmie, right, 
with Princess Committee Chairwoman Wanda Bowers during the 
crowning of the new Miss Indian World and Gathering of Nations 
PowWow festivities.

The new Ms. Indian World Marjorie 
Tahbone of the Inupiaq/Kiowa 
Tribe of Nome, Alaska.

Chris C. Jenkins

Photo above, Jim-
mie, right, on stage 
with Tribal citizen 
and prop model Tina 
Osceola, left, during 
the traditional talent 
presentation night. 
Jimmie explains the 
intricate design in-
volved in the patch-
work to the audience.  
Hundreds of Native 
Tribes engaged in 
the University of New 
Mexico’s ‘The Pit’ 
during Grand Entry 
festivities. 

Chris C. Jenkins
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SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS
3560 N State Road 7
Hollywood, FL 33021

{954} 985.5702

SeminoleMediaProductions.com

Follow us on facebook

AND MUCH MORE!
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Photo courtesy of Tom Craig

Members of the Tribal Color Guard march during Fleet Week Port 
Everglades 2011 festivities at the Hard Rock on April 25. The annual 
South Florida gathering celebrated its 21st year with thousands of 
sailors aboard multiple ships docking in the Port Everglades. The 
week-long series of community service projects and special events 
is sponsored by area Navy Leagues and the Broward Navy Days, Inc. 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton community 
continued its efforts to keep the Seminole culture alive 
by teaching Tribal youth different aspects of their 
heritage during a culture camp held at the Fred Smith 

As part of the spring break activities, Brighton took 
a break from the water parks and spent the day outside 
under chickees cooking, sewing, carving and telling 
stories.

The women started the day off under the cooking 
chickee preparing breakfast for all. Feasting on frybread, 
egg and Spam sandwiches, participants gathered around 

how she grew up on a campsite out in the open.

stressed the need for her Seminole people to get together 
and to visit and share stories to keep their culture alive.

“You need to keep reminding yourself where you 

“There’s still some of us that get together and learn from 
each other and teach our grandchildren.”

Following storytelling the ladies went back to 
cooking to prepare lunch. 

“When you hang around the cooking chickee that’s 

demonstration was put on by mother and daughter, Shule 

using an old hand crank sewing machine. 
After lunch the women demonstrated the use of 

shakers while the men showed off their carving skills. 
The Brighton community plans to hold regular 

culture camps in hopes of drawing more of an interest 
from the youth.

BY RACHEL BUXTON

Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Joanne Osceola shows Kai Osceola, left, and Kayven Osceola Emley how to 
thread an old hand crank sewing machine.

Rachel Buxton

Judy Jones, left, helps Nicki Osceola begin making a traditional doll. 

Photo above, Brighton 
Board Rep. Johnnie 
Jones Sr., right, shows 
Kai Osceola that even 
men can sew at the 
Brighton culture camp 
on April 28 held at 
the Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena.
Left photo, Shule Jones 
shows how to properly 
use cardboard to 
create the head of the 
Seminole doll during 
the culture camp.

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Mary Jo Micco, left, and Joanne Osceola begin preparing sofkee to serve during lunch.
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BIG CYPRESS — An informative and exciting day 
greeted Big Cypress employees and their children on April 
28 when they took advantage of an opportunity to participate 
in Take Your Kids to Work Day. 

The Human Resources Department greeted the 
participants with a welcoming breakfast at the Big Cypress 
Community Center. Stressing the importance of meeting 
each day with a positive attitude, they reminded their 
audience that a healthy breakfast provides the fuel for a 
productive day at work and school.

"Regardless of the career that you seek, there is one 
factor that never changes," said Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger. "Education is everything. You are 
learning today to become tomorrow's leaders and this is a 
responsibility that you shouldn't take lightly. Stay in school, 
determine your strong points and use them to map a road to 

"Working for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, your 
parents represent an important link in the chain that serves 
and governs this community," continued Rep. Tiger. 
"Remember that whether you are going to school or work, 
you are committing yourself to an obligation. The strength 

co-workers and the people you serve."
Coordinating the presentations, Cicero Osceola asked 

each of the parents to introduce themselves and provide 
a brief job description and encouragement for the young 
people present. Administrative personnel, janitors, teachers, 

newspaper, environmental and service workers shared 
the important role they play in the daily operations of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Turning the tables on the younger generation, they 
were asked to review their goals and share their current 
career choices with the assembly. Their response was very 
rewarding and displayed a great deal of enthusiasm.

and environmental issues, his presence opened the forum 

Wildlife habitat, protection of personal property, arson, 

the topics introduced by the Environmental Resource 
representatives.

The Seminole Police Department presentation on 
bullying and hazing hit home with an issue that is currently 
plaguing children and adults at home, school, in the work 

visual aids and statistics to build awareness, relate to age 
appropriate situations and suggest proper methods for 
seeking solutions.

during the summer months. Seminole Fire and Rescue 
approached the topic from numerous directions and used 
youngsters from the audience to demonstrate a drowning 
victim scenario, step-by-step analysis of a rescue, life jacket 
demo, CPR, panic, exhaustion, pool rules and learning to 
swim.

aid, safety precautions and adult supervision highlighted the 
instruction.

 Upon returning to the auditorium, the events of the day 
took a major change of pace. Wildlife education professional 
Rey Becerra from Billie Swamp Safari introduced the 
group to a red-tailed hawk named Cassidy, who has been 
his companion for nearly 20 years. An in depth discussion 
involved wildlife conservation, breeding and usefulness of 
all species to the environment. 

Inviting the boys and girls to come forward, Becerra 
shared the background and natural habits of several native 
species of birds, reptiles and animals. The group marveled 
at a 6-year-old alligator snapping turtle and then took turns 
holding a young alligator, which proved to be the highlight 
of the morning's presentations. Safari gift bags were 
distributed as souvenirs.

Following an employee birthday luncheon prepared by 
Human Resources, the children returned with their parents 
to work. It provided an opportunity for the boys and girls 

parents do on a daily schedule.

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Family Services Aftercare 
Counselor Ray Yzaguirre 
Jr. thanks those on hand 
for the grand opening of 
the Hollywood Reservation 
Seminoles in Recovery Sober 
House held May 2 at the 
Taft Street Native Learning 
Center. The Tribal-based 
facility is located in Suite 
2006 and offers meeting 
space and a support base 
for recovering alcoholics and 
former drug users. Hours of 
operation are Monday-Friday 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. For more 
information call (954) 985-
2325 ext. 10643 or (863) 
697-0226.

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizens relax in the lounge area of the new Sober House facility.

Chris C. Jenkins

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. talks about the importance of support.

Judy Weeks

Employees, their children and department representatives gathered at the Big Cypress Community Center on April 28 for Take Your 
Kids to Work Day.

Photo above, employees and their children get an up close and personal 
inspection of a Seminole Fire and Rescue truck.
Right photo, Mahayla Billie-Osceola, Blake Williamson and Christian Canton 
participated in a life jacket demo with the Fire and Rescue officers.

Judy Weeks

Photo above, from left, City Commissioner 
Joseph D. Miller, Vice Mayor James 
Pitman, City Manager Steve McKown, 
Ricky Doctor, Cicero Osceola, City of 
Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller and 
Hendry County Commissioner Al Perry 
officiate in the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
for the chickee donated by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Big Cypress Reservation 
in honor of the 25th Anniversary of the 
Sugar Festival.
Left photo, a bronze plaque is being 
affixed to the chickee donated by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida to the City of 
Clewiston as a token of their ongoing 
friendship and partnership.

Judy Weeks

� SUGAR FESTIVAL
From page 3A

Billy coordinated the event and then took center 
stage with a medley of his favorite musical 
selections. He provided background information 
on each of the performers and shared the history 
of Seminole Star Search with the audience.

Paul "Cowbone" Buster was a featured 
event at the Friday Fest and then returned for 
the Saturday entertainment session. Beginning 
with one of his Hank Williams' favorites, Buster 
discussed topics of 1800s-1900s Seminole 
life, traditions, Christian beliefs, contemporary 
education, recreation and health interspersed 
with his musical repertoire. 

It was no surprise when an enormous crowd 
surrounded Billy Walker's alligator wrestling 
performance for two days in a row. The bleachers 
were full with standing room only as the spectators 

declared his exhibition the most popular event of 
the entire festival. In addition to wrestling the 
gator, Walker shared his vast knowledge of the 
reptiles, wildlife and his Everglades experiences 
to the delight of his listeners.

Summoning Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar 
into the arena during Friday's presentation, 
Walker coaxed her into sitting astride the 
alligator. Extremely apprehensive, it took several 
tries before she overcame her fear to the delight 
of the audience. 

Sugar Festival activities included 
tournaments of golf, tennis, basketball and 

dance and a live concert by Gloriana and 
Ricochet. An abundance of street vendors lined 
the Sugar Festival Park with food, souvenirs, art 
and crafts. Tribal representatives participated in 
Seminole Heritage Day, the Sugar Festival 5K 
Run/Walk, Raising Cane Ranch Rodeo and the 
Arts and Crafts Festival.

Judy Weeks

Seminole Star Search Ambassador Tori Osceola sang her first 
single, “My Hero” in Clewiston’s Sugar Festival Park.

Judy Weeks

Paul “Cowbone” Buster entertains at the Friday Fest with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida.



BY DEREK PIERCE

Brighton BGC Manager

Photo courtesy of Derek Pierce 

Davin and Dalance Carrillo sing into the microphone during a Boys & Girls Club music 
production class.

Chris C. Jenkins

Proud grandfather Sandy Billie Jr. with granddaughter Dyani Billie-Kayda 
in the old-style traditional 0- to 1-year-old category.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers beside his 2007 Toyota Tundra during the stock truck competition.

Chris C. Jenkins

From left, clothing contest participants Jimmy Smith and Ronnie 
Billie Sr. join the 55-year-old and up old-style category.

�

HOLLYWOOD

Aimee Hoyt

Impressing the crowd with a crocodile, Okalee Indian Village Wildlife Manager John Jones 
educates and entertains the children and their parents with a wildlife presentation, which 
included a tortoise, an alligator and snakes.

Aimee Hoyt

Seminole Fire Rescue Lieutenant MacKinley Pratt, who is a 
water rescue diver, answers questions from the crowd about his 
experiences after showing the kids some of his rescue gear at 
Take Your Kids to Work Day on April 28 in the Tribal Headquarters 
auditorium lobby.

BY AIMEE HOYT

Copy Editor

� HARVEST
From page 3A

Judy Weeks

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, center, offers encouragement 
to Lauren Posada and Randee Osceola who participated in the Junior Miss 
Harvest Festival competition.

Judy Weeks

Lenora Roberts exhibits a traditional Seminole skirt during the fashion 
show sponsored by  the Immokalee Seminole Culture Dept.

Top photo, Ruth 
Osceola and Hortencia 
Yzaguirre were among 
the vendors that rep-
resented numerous 
cultures at the Immo-
kalee Harvest Festival. 
Left photo,  Larissa 
Delarosa, left, Madi-
son Martinez, center, 
and Amy Yzaguirre 
model Seminole cloth-
ing at the Immokalee 
Harvest Festival Fash-
ion Show.

Judy Weeks



IMMOKALEE

15651 SHERIDA
N ST. SUITE 

1100 DAVIE, F
L 33331

(I-75 SHERID
AN ST (CINE

MARK PLAZA
)

954-680-3888
 | 954-680-3666 | CELL 954-680-38

88

WWW.LOLLIPO
PKIDSCUTPHO

TO.COM

STORE HOURS
*: MON-FRIDA

Y 10:30AM-7:
00 PM 

 
SAT 9:30-7:0

0PM SUN 11:
00-5:00PM 

PHOTO STUDI
O HOURS

*: MON-THUR
 3:00-7:00PM

 

 
 FRI-SAT-SUN

 STORE REGU
LAR HOURS

*APPOINTMENT
 REQUIRED

121-STOF

SPECIAL OFFE
RS:

KIDS HAIR CU
T 

$11.99 

(WEEK DAYS 
ONLY, ONE CO

UPON PER FA
MILY).

EXPRESS DIV
A SPA PARTY

$35.99 PER G
IRL 

(MANICURE,FA
CIAL,MAKE-U

P, HAIR STYL
E,  

GODDY BAG, 4
X6 PHOTO).

DIVA 4 A DA
Y SPA PARTY

 

$59.00 PER G
IRL 

(MANICURE, 
PEDICURE, FA

CIAL, MAKE 
UP, 

HAIR STYLE, 
GOODY BAG, 8

X10 PHOTO)

DAD AND ME

$20.00

(DADʼS HAIR CUT CH
ILD HAIR CUT

)

KIDS CUT & PHOTO STUDIO

Friday

Call for Applications and information

1-800-322-9186
See your Tribal Education Counselor, email 

info@fgcia.com, or see www.fgcia.com

The Environmental Resource Management 
Department (ERMD), then the Water Resource 
Management Department was created in 1987 by 
the Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to protect and evaluate the Tribe’s land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the Seminole Water 
Commission, which was created in 1989 by the Tribal 
Council. The Commission, with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to protect the quality 
of surface water within the boundaries of the Tribe’s 
reservations. ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and Community Planning 
and Development and works with Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. in the development and management of 
Tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education and 
dissemination of information to accomplish 
environmental compliance with Tribal law, ERMD will 
publish a series of articles that inform and educate 
the Seminole community and citizens in general. 
The articles will discuss common practices that 
can potentially harm our Tribal natural and water 
resources and propose alternative practices that can 
minimize or prevent the adverse impacts to our health 
and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, comments and 
questions. Please send them to isidroduque@semtribe.
com or contact us at (954) 965-4380.

We will begin the series of articles with the 
following article about home car washing.

BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 

WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

The Immokalee community employees participated in a fun-filled day of activities on April 21 organized in appreciation of 
their efforts to serve during the entire year. 

Judy Weeks

From left, Angela Gamez of Senior Hot Meals and Raymond Perez 
from Utilities mix it up during a shaving cream fight on Employee 
Appreciation Day in Immokalee.

Judy Weeks

Immokalee employees receive appreciation gifts that 
included gym bags, T-shirts, director’s chairs and 
compact bleacher/blanket pads.



ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS

Become a Fan on

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite

interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 

Museum by becoming members of the MAC.

We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 

willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits,

events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions.

The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural,

historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite

you to join the MAC.

If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 

please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113

or amccudden@semtribe.com.



BIG CYPRESS — Fort Pierce youth headed to 
Big Cypress April 28 to enjoy an outdoor adventure 
at Billie Swamp Safari as part of their spring break 
weekly activities.

Several youth from the community boarded a 
charter bus in the early morning eager to see the wildlife 
housed at the safari. 

the kids got to learn about a lot of animals native to 
Florida and to their culture,” Fort Pierce Executive 
Assistant Diana Albarran said. 

At the safari the youth enjoyed a venomous snake 
show that sent a few adults hiding and inching farther 
and farther up the bleachers. The youth learned about 
the most common poisonous snakes found in Florida 
including the coral snake, diamondback rattlesnake and 
water moccasin. 

Following the snake show the Fort Pierce gang 
headed to a critter show where they learned about birds, 
reptiles and other Florida critters. After the show the 

bravest of the youth got a chance to get up close and 
personal with a 3-year-old alligator and hold it for a 
photo op. 

“It was so slimy,” said one of the brave, Serinity 
Smith.

Due to the extreme drought the youth were unable 
to take an airboat ride, but they did experience true 
wildlife on the safari buggy ride. 

“They got to see a lot in the safari about where their 
roots come from and what Native Americans did back 
then,” Albarran said.

The trip to Billie Swamp Safari was just one day 
of excitement that was planned for the kids. The youth 

day where they learned how to carve, a trip to Super 
Play where they bowled and played arcade games, a 
movie day at Chupco Ranch and a water fun day to 
wrap up the week. 

“It just gets the kids out of the house, no more 
video games, more outdoor activities,” Albarran said. 
“They loved it. I can’t wait to start planning summer for 
them.”

BY RACHEL BUXTON

Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

The Fort Pierce youth enjoy a day at Billie Swamp Safari as part of their spring break week of activities.

Hollywood Tribal 
Board Rep. Marcellus 
W. Osceola Jr. relaxes 
with son Bill as part 
of the Hollywood 
Preschool Family 
Fun-Day held at 
Topeekeegee Yugnee 
Park on April 15. The 
event featured face 
painting, snow cones, 
bounce houses, cotton 
candy, a fire truck 
demonstration, and 
games in celebration 
of the annual Week 
of the Young Child 
activities.    

Chris C. Jenkins

Chris C. Jenkins

Father Pete Ramirez spends time with daughter Adrianna 
Ramirez after she had her face painted as a happy cat.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal youngster Samuel Josh concentrates on knocking 
over the cone during the fire hose demonstration. 

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee School’s Student Activities Coordinator 
Randall Cleckler adds up the point total that Quentin 
Chargingcloud, right, scores in the educational Physical 
Education Scrabble game.

Photo courtesy of Carine Eugene

Just outside FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium, the location of where FSU’s college football team plays its home games, the 
Tribal youth are taking pride in the fact they have a collegiate athletic program named after them. During the April 29 group 
gathering, some of the high school Tribal youth expressed interest in the possibility of playing football on the college level.

A group of students from the Ahfachkee 
School went on the Accelerated Reader 
Field Trip to Books-A-Million and the 
Rainforest Café at Sawgrass Mills in Sunrise 
on May 6 – a day after the May 5 Literacy 
Fair. These students were recipients of a 
variety of Accelerated Reader awards, as 
announced by Ahfachkee Media/Reading 
Specialist Gary Chaffin at the Literacy Fair. 
Back row: Kylen Jumper, Issiah Alvarado, 
Richard Billie, Sontino Billie and Graysun 
Billie.
Middle row: Jonah Alvarado, Janessa 
Jones, Thomlynn Billie, Nicholas Andrews 
and Amaya Solano.
Front row: Mariah Smith, Destiny Cypress, 
Charlie Osceola, Harmony Cypress and 
Evanne Pratt.
Not pictured are: Leviticus Buster, Gregorio 
Reynosa and Leo Osceola-Onco. 

Photo courtesy of Gary Chaffin 

Naji Tobias

Mikieyla Cypress, 8, and her mother, Angela Cypress, are 
sharing a wholesome bonding moment at the Ahfachkee 
Literacy Fair’s bookstore as they look to buy some books 
at the May 5 event.

� See more photos on page 4B

� See more photos on page 4B

BY NAJI TOBIAS

Staff Reporter

TALLAHASSEE — A group of 16 Tribal youth 

extensive tour of Florida State University via charter 
bus from April 28-30.

Sponsored by the Tribe’s Education Department, 
the vast majority of the college tour experience took 
place on April 29 – the one full day the Tribal youth got 
to step foot on the FSU campus in Tallahassee.

According to Higher Education Advisor Linda 
Iley, the primary purpose for this trip was to give the 
Tribal participants an opportunity to gain exposure on 
how a university looks in terms of the actual campus 
design, the variety of available facilities and the 
plethora of academic programs at FSU.

“It (the FSU college tour) allows them to widen 
their options as they plan to enter higher education 
in the future,” Iley said of the Tribal youth. “They 
get a chance to see how Florida State has a special 
relationship to the Tribe and its culture.”

According to Iley, the Tribal collective, consisting 
of youth from the Hollywood, Big Cypress, Immokalee, 
Brighton and Tampa reservations, came away impressed 
with some of the FSU features on campus, including a 
statue of the “Unconquered Heroes” and the fact that 
the university uses a Seminole as its mascot. The group 
also got a chance to meet with FSU President Dr. Eric 
J. Barron.

Hollywood Tribal youngster Renee Stivers, a 
17-year-old junior who attends Sheridan Hills High 
School, expressed her observations of the FSU 
atmosphere, which she described as “vibrant” and 

“interesting.” Stivers, who said she was “very proud of 
FSU’s history,” also disclosed that she would consider 
attending FSU as a business major after graduating 
high school.

Meanwhile, Brighton’s Susannah Sauls-
Fairclough, a 23-year-old Tribal citizen who has 
received her GED, noticed the way that FSU goes out 
of its way to treat the Seminole culture and its history, 
as approved by the Tribe.

The FSU experience, Fairclough said, allowed 

to pursue in the near future. She, like Stivers, wants to 
go to college for business and succeed in that area of 
study.

“Before coming on this trip, I wasn’t sure about 
what I wanted to do,” Fairclough said. “But visiting the 
school has made me aware of the opportunities I have. 
If you have a goal, then go for it. No excuses.”

Immokalee’s Salena Perez, a 16-year-old freshman 
who currently attends Immokalee High School, said 
the experience motivated her to be a more organized 
individual and take a greater interest in education. And 
Big Cypress Reservation’s Karlito Wargolet, a 16-year-
old junior who attends American Heritage (Plantation) 

of marketing at FSU.
“I like the program, but I want to visit other 

colleges before I decide which one to attend,” Wargolet 
said after being asked about his prospects of studying 
at FSU.

Big Cypress/Immokalee Higher Education 
Recruiter Luis Yeguez stressed the importance of 
taking a tour of an education institution, adding that it 

� Please see FSU on page 4B





Naji Tobias

Left photo, on April 13 at the Big Cypress Preschool, the father-son tandem of Nick 
Andrews, left, and Lane Andrews, 2, share a bonding moment over breakfast at 
the breakfast buffet portion of the Week of the Young Child series in Big Cypress. 
The Week of the Young Child was held at the Big Cypress Preschool from April 
11-15.
Photo above, Big Cypress Tribal mother Mariann Billie, right, is with her son, Rylin 
Billie-Osceola, 4, as they share some quality time with each other.

Naji Tobias

With his eyes closed and his mind focused on the 
April 26 Family Reading Night event, Roderick 
Bert uses his imagination to visualize the story 
of the week, entitled “The Three Little Pigs.” The 
book was read in two different versions at the 
hour-long function.

Left photo, Big Cypress Library 
Director Barbara Oeffner, 
left, and Big Cypress Library 
assistants Melissa Silva, 
center, and Victoria Hernandez 
read a version of a book 
entitled “The Three Little Pigs” 
at the four-part series finale of 
Family Reading Night on April 
26 at the Learning Resource 
Center’s conference room in 
Big Cypress.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Shana Balentine is eager to answer a question 
about the book “Amazing Grace” at the April 19 
Family Reading night session led by Storyteller Carol 
Lubetkin and Big Cypress Library Director Barbara 
Oeffner, offering her support as discussion leader.

Allen Hoffman

The Big Cypress Preschoolers participated in a special painting workshop on April 11 to kick off the 
Week of the Young Child series, which also occurred at the Brighton, Hollywood and Immokalee Tribal 
Preschools from April 11-15.

Naji Tobias

The Family Reading Night group on April 19 share a special moment just as the “Amazing Grace” discussion comes to a close. 



can expand one’s horizon when it 
comes to what he/she may think of 
such an experience.

“It’s one thing to look at schools 
on the Internet or a magazine, but 
it’s a different experience when you 
get to see them in person,” Yeguez 
said. “When you get to do that, it will 
motivate you and allow you to look at 
things from a different perspective.”

Big Cypress/Immokalee Educa-
tion Advisor Carine Eugene talked 
about the sheer importance of the 
Tribal students taking their education 
seriously.

“Not all colleges will take 
a student with a 2.0 grade point 
average,” Eugene said. “If they 
want to attend a college of their 
choice, they need to see what it 
takes academically to qualify and 
take advantage of everything the 
Education Department and the Tribe 
have to offer them.”

Yeguez summed up the general 
vibe of how the Tribal youth felt 
about the FSU College Tour.

“They really see this school 
(Florida State) as an option and they 
found it a fun experience,” Yeguez 
said. “I hope that some of them apply 
to the university.”

The Education Department’s 
next college tour, which will focus on 
visits to seven colleges in the states 
of Georgia and South Carolina, is 
slated to take place from June 26-July 
2. Tribal students must have at least a 
2.0 GPA and a truancy-free record to 
qualify for the trip.

For more information on this 
tour and others, contact Iley at (954) 
989-6840, ext. 10540 or 10551.

Rachel Buxton

Rey Becerra, right, of the Billie Swamp Safari critter show 
hands Tavaria Moss one of his many animals on show.

Rachel Buxton

Serinity Smith shows no fear as she holds the scaly 
alligator at the critter show.

THE POLICE 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU?
Call Me For A FREE Consultation

RICHARD CASTILLO
954.522.3500
Since 1990 I have protected rights like yours. 

 

2 4  H O U R S  A  D A Y

WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo  worked  as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994.

Chris C. Jenkins

The 3-year-old Brighton Reservation preschool youth and staff are all smiles dressed in some of their favorite costumes 
during costume day as part of their annual Week of the Young Child festivities on April 14. The national celebration is 
sponsored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The purpose is to focus public 
attention on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services 
that meet those needs.

Naji Tobias

Ahfachkee School’s upper grades teacher Antonio Wright, 
center, works with a group of students on discovering 
context clues of unfamiliar words.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal citizen and Sagemont School second-
grader Mahala Billie works on a crossword puzzle entitled 
“Vegetables.”

Photo courtesy of Lisa Motlow

Right in front of the “Unconquered” at the FSU University Center are the Tribal 
youth who came away impressed with the treatment they received at the 
Florida State University College Tour on April 29 in Tallahassee. “FSU is a really 
nice campus,” Tampa’s Jessica Motlow said. “It is so spread out. I definitely 
would like to apply to FSU, but I need to study harder to make good grades.”

Photo courtesy of Carine Eugene

Brighton’s Susannah Fairclough, Higher Education Advisor Linda Iley and 
Brighton’s Janet Smith are in front of the “Seminole Family in Bronze” at the 
University Center on April 29. The group took the trek up to FSU from April 
28-30 to learn more about the school’s programs, faculty, facilities, campus, 
dorms, and admission requirements. 

� FSU
From page 1B

BIG CYPRESS — Sixteen students from the Big 
Cypress Preschool participated in Get Fit Day at the 
Herman Osceola Gym on April 15. Arriving from their 
school at 9:15 a.m., the boys and girls participated in 
a warm-up session in preparation for the course of 
activities.

Gymnastic and Fitness Coordinator Gina 
Allardyce and her staff of Cathy Cypress and Mike 
Iglesias work with the youngsters on a regular basis 
and have developed a program that is fun for the 
children and instrumental in promoting the foundation 

Following the example of their instructors, the 
kids formed a circle and performed basic stretch and 
warm-up exercises prior to being divided into teams. 
The gym was divided into six individual courses to 

accommodate a broad range of athletic activities that 
included obstacle courses, foot paths, relays and agility 
exercises.

Alternating events, the teams worked their way 
through the program taking part in a tunnel crawl, 
roller pads, Hula-hoops, zigzag path, elusive egg relay 

around the gym. Laughter and smiles followed them 
everywhere they went.

"Although the children are young, it is never too 
early  to acquaint them with physical awareness and 

staff," said Allardyce. "Today's activities were designed 
to promote agility, hand to eye coordination, exercise 
and develop basic motor skills. Each time we meet 
with the children, we have a wonderful experience as 

lifestyle."
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Taylor Swift 

Wisin y Yandel 
ZZ Top 

Katy Perry 
Def Leppard 

Freestyle Extravaganza 
U2

Motley Crue/Poison 
Rihanna 

Sade/John Legend 
Brtiney Spears 
Selena Gomez 

Vans Warped Tour 
Goo Goo Dolls 

Ke$ha 
Rock Star Energy Fest 

Rascal Flatts 
Maroon 5 / Train 

Monster Jam Truck Racing 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
CONCERTS 

SPORTS  
THEATRE 
CRUISES 
AIRLINES 
HOTELS 

CAR RENTALS 
LIMOS 

TRAVEL PACKAGES 

EVENTS 
305.443.3000 

TRAVEL 
305.445.6566 

VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 
ent@vipticketplace.com 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 

.COM 

The  Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985

Get a text for last minute ticket deals! 

�

�

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer



June 20 - 23, 2011
The Westin Tampa Harbour Island, Tampa FL

3rd Annual summer 
CONFERENCE  

Native Learning Center





Get Out of Jail Fast!
Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 

 1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311

CLASSIFIED

POEMS COLLEGE TOUR

Miss Kelin Bert = Koy = A proud member 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida who resides 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico and is attending 
Menaul Middle School and is a member of the 
Menaul Middle School girls basketball team. 

The team is composed of 6th through 8th 
graders; Kelin was one of two 6th graders on 
the team. A total of 11 girls on the team. The 
coach is Mrs. Monahan and Kelin is No. 32. 

and she is 12 years old. Kelin was 11 when she 
started.

the team’s center. Her parents say she picked 

team was led by point guard Elena DuBois and 
forward Ashdyn Monahan. 

They came up short of the playoffs but 

continuing to work on her skills in her off time 

Good job Koy,

CONGRATULATIONSJOB POSTING

“Someone”

Someone in my heart beyond all my pride,
Holds a secret desire so intense deep inside.

A desire for someone to cherish and hold,

Someone who keeps me shining day and night,

Someone who appreciates and respects all I can be,

Someone who will be there to kiss away my tears,
Secure my doubts and release my fears.

Hot Pursuit

Alex Tucker
Hollywood/Rez

Otter Clan

“Why Do I Love My Seminole Girls”

Sometimes at night, when I look to the sky,
I start thinking of you and then ask myself, why?

Because I know the list could run on for miles.

girls so much.

The way you support me, and help with my 
emotions,

And how you hold me with the warmth of a blazing 

The way your eyes shine when you look at me,

The way that I feel when you’re by my side,

The possibilities I see and the things we can do.

How that deep in my soul, you are the most 
important part.

I could go on for days, telling of what I feel,

Seminole girls is real.

East Coast Warrior
Alex Tucker

Hollywood/Rez
Otter Clan

“My Truth”

I remember when I was young, I was good. 

I learned of the world, so I went out into the 

I am Indian
And I know it,

I was raised to be nice to all people 
The people of the world.

When I was wandering the earth I found 
myself, so remember be yourself and in life 

make the right choice.

Remember don’t forget it’s a choice that’s all it 
is, so choose right. It’s easy.

Respectfully,
Gator Doctor

“My First Impression”

Here I am again, since the last time I wrote these 

All my thanks and respects go out to you, my 
friends.

Now here is knowledge

Life is beautiful and I know it, when I get home 
I can not wait to show it.

I will shine on like the sun in the sky.

So I want you to know, I am honest and true. No 
matter how I did it, or where I was a when I did 
it, I got through. To some of you, maybe all of 

Thanks,
Gator

“My blessing”

Just when my nights were getting cold and lonely there you were
A ray of sun shine peeking through the clouds,

God sent me a blessing that I am sure.
They say the eyes are windows to the soul.

When I look into yours Salena,

Your sexy, you know it to
Small waist, thick thighs,

Theres no one else in the world but you.

Beauty is one thing,

You will always be my baby who I call cheese. 

Baby you are a goddess,

Salena Cypress the one who bares the sweetest name.

The one and only,
Myron Cypress

“My True Ride or Die”

Salena you are my true ride or die.
Baby you keep it gutter,

Your so beautiful,

When we go out I see alot of dudes do throw shade.
Its all good though,

Please marry me,
You penatrated a heart that I thought was made of solid steel.

Let me take you out,
Better yet lets stay home and enjoy the romance.

You know you so sexy riding in that chrysler sitting on 22’s
Salena you got me feinin,

But I’m a soldier Ima ride for you baby boo.

Your heart matches mine,
We are soulmates you feel me.

But when it comes to you,
Man I’m just a big ol’ teddy bear.

I know God took alittle bit more time when he made you.

Myron Cypress
Seminole

The Seminole Tribune 
Senior Editor: Responsible for leading the STOF Communications staff to research, write and edit 

and production. Proofreads publications, documents or any other materials as assigned. Ensures 

publishing or related enterprise (magazine publishing, library, bookstore, newspaper, yearbook, 

HIGHER EDUCATION SOUTHERN TOUR 2011 

9TH—12TH GRADE STUDENTS 
JUNE 26—JULY 2, 2011 

Come join us as we visit schools in
Georgia and South Carolina 

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP:  MAY 20, 2011 

Contact:  Linda Iley, Higher Education Advisor 
(954) 989-6840 ext. 10540 or ext. 10551 

Susan Kuipers, Brighton/Tampa Higher Educ. Recruiter 
(863) 763-3572 ext. 14604 

Luis Yeguez, Imm/Big Cypress Higher Educ. Recruiter 
(239) 867-5303 ext. 16446 
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SARASOTA — It’s just after 5 a.m. at the dock of Sarasota’s Sara 
Bay Marina on April 30.

Rising up early on the clearly dark and crisp Saturday morning, 
Hollywood Tribal citizen Leon Wilcox and his Native Premonitions 

Mexico’s waters with one goal in mind.

Southeast vying for the coveted win to start the year off right.
The Native Premonitions team of Leon Wilcox, James “Big Chief” 

Hammonds, Alan McPherson and James Stecki planned to travel as far 

en route to the boating dock of downtown Sarasota for the purpose of 
picking up bait.

Once the Native Premonitions collective reached downtown, they 

saw a slew of fellow competing teams out there to get the same thing. By 

Egmont Channel’s 90 Foot Hole Experience

out here to catch them.”

during the day, with calm waters, a relatively light wind, sunny skies and 
warm temperatures.

Hammonds recapped how the morning hours turned out for Native 
Premonitions.

midday out here, so we’re hoping for a major bite later on in the evening. 
The best bite is usually either in the morning or late evening, so you want 

to get that in as early as you can.”
It was a different story a day earlier, Hammonds 

said, as choppy winds and scattered rain showers put a 
damper on what was planned to be a big one for Team 
Premonitions. Even though the angling team traveled as far 
as 30 miles offshore, the best they managed to catch was an 

in that afternoon.
“The conditions were just too rough out there, so that 

kind of set us back,” Hammonds said. “At this point, we’re 
not in the running to win this tournament.”

Native Premonitions spent most of the day not far 

may have traveled as far south as Key West in their quest 

“We’re just grinding it out right now,” Hammonds 
said. “We got a lot of grass out here today, but we’re just 

need.”
And that they did, as they spent the afternoon hours 

offshore at Sarasota Beach.
Wilcox, who had been manning the boat the entire 

way, offered a recap on his team’s strategy throughout the 

“It was tough to ride out with just two engines on the 

BRIGHTON — The fourth annual Brighton 

bringing out more teams than ever competing for 
the fastest time. 

Sponsored by Brighton Recreation, the youth 

teams racing against the clock. 
The race began in the pool with three youth 

“When we started having a triathlon race we 
found out that there were participants that didn’t 

team,” event organizer Kai Setty said. “It’s worked 
out pretty well.”

Layton Thomas didn’t shy away from the swim. 
Swimming a total of six laps back and forth, the 
three youth touched off sending their teammates on 

followed by Kalgary Johns and Erena Billie. After 
reaching the water station the youth made their 

Trevor Thomas, Kayla Nelson and Keyana 

division.
The competition was on as the seniors and 

“At least 70 percent of the participants train for 
the event,” Setty said.

The seniors got an early start hitting the pool 

separate divisions, the always competitive seniors 
and cousins Connie Whidden and Willie Johns 
swam back and forth while still keeping an eye on 
the other.

sent her team member Patty Waldron off. Onnie 
Osceola also joined in the bike portion with her 
team’s swimmer not showing up. 

Waldron proved strong as she blew past all 
competitors and slapped hands with runner Martha 
Jones. Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 

The competition got even more heated when 
the adults took to the pool, with two men’s teams 
and two women’s teams competing against each 
other. 

Norman Bowers, Richard Osceola and Elton 
Shore challenged Howard Jimmie, Adrian Baker 
and Ignacio Orozco.

Jimmie gave his team a huge lead. However, once 

mile bike ride, the gap was closed and Osceola 

BY RACHEL BUXTON

Staff Reporter

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS

Staff Reporter

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

BY NAJI TOBIAS

Staff Reporter

HOLLYWOOD/DAVIE — After two years, the Native American 

Hollywood Reservation and surrounding areas with close to 40 teams 
and numerous states vying for championships and bragging rights in 
men’s and women’s action. 

Known as the biggest basketball tournament east of the Mississippi, 

format with the winners taking home trophies and sweatshirts.
“It is always a great turnout for the kids and was once again a great 

North Carolina Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Tribal citizen. “The 

great destination to come to.” 
“It was all smooth sailing once again, and we are continuing to get 

there also this year,” Smith continued.
Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. said the 

tournament brought back fond memories of past playing days.

enjoy coming out and watching the kids play. It is an opportunity for 
these kids to get away from home and have a good time,” Rep. Osceola 
said.

 Second year tournament Head 
Coach Duck Lossiah of the girls 
Eastern Band Cherokee Indian 

annual event brings out the best in 
players competitively.

“This is about domination; this 
is about bragging rights and good, 
old wholesome ball. In a function 
like this it is good for our youth. 
This is what it is all about,” Lossiah 
said.

The women’s and men’s 
championship games were held 
at the Hollywood Seminole 

room capacity and saw dominating 
performances from the undefeated 

citizens, the ladies title game saw 

head coaches Carlos Adamson and 
Tribal citizen Byron Billie control 

blowout over Peaches & Cream 
of Cherokee, N.C. Hollywood 
Christian ladies star Ariah Osceola 

points.

� Please see TRIATHLON on page 2C

� Please see PRO TOUR on page 2C

� Please see NAYO on page 2C

Rachel Buxton

Wonder Johns enjoys his part of the race on his trike.

Rachel Buxton

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. crosses the 
finish line taking first place in the senior men’s category of 
the fourth annual Brighton Spring Break Triathlon on April 
29-30.

Chris C. Jenkins

Deforest Carter of Native Flight intensely stares down his opponent in the 
championship game of the annual Native American Youth Organization 
basketball tournament held April 22-23.

Naji Tobias

Sponsored by the partnership of Seminole Tribe, Seminole Media Productions and Best Buy, 
Native Premonitions competed against a large field of angling teams in the first leg of the Yamaha 
Pro Tour from April 29-30 in Sarasota. From left, James Stecki, Hollywood Tribal citizen/native 
Premonitions captain Leon Wilcox, James ‘Big Chief’ Hammonds and Alan McPherson are out on 
the dock of Sara Bay Marina in Sarasota in the late afternoon hours of April 30 as the tournament 
draws to its conclusion.

Chris C. Jenkins

N.A.Y.O. President Tim Smith stands 
center court at the Hollywood’s 
Seminole Recreation Gym and thanks 
the many supporters of N.A.Y.O.

BRIGHTON — The Pemayetv Emahakv Lady Seminoles softball 

they turned the tables around.
"What a way to avenge a loss," said head coach Darryl Allen. "To go 

continued Allen. "It seemed like we turned on our switch early and never 
turned it off. We've played well all season, but this was without a doubt 
the best game that we've played all year in all phases of the game. We hit 
the ball extremely well and defensively made plays."

Breanna Billie pitched a complete game, giving up three hits and no 

homerun, two stolen bases and four runs scored. No. 33 Kalgary Johns 

Head coach Darryl Allen and assistant coaches Harry Tewksberry and 
Wildcat Naha Jumper congratulated the Lady Seminoles on a successful 

"We are very proud to have the Lady Seminoles softball team join our 
athletic program at the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School," said PECS 

our school and community support throughout the inaugural season has 
been overwhelming."

Photo courtesy of Michele Thomas

The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Lady Seminoles and their coaches shared 
a 9-1 inaugural softball season for 2011.

� See more photos on page 5C



pulled in front. 
Coming down to Shore 

and Orozco in the two-mile run 
spectators made their predictions. 
Shore kept the lead with Orozco 

behind.
The women’s competition 

was just as intense with Nancy 
Jimmie, Reina Micco and Carla 
Gopher competing against 
Michele Thomas, Andrea Holata 
and Laverne Thomas. 

Nancy Jimmie and Michele 
Thomas went head-to-head in 
the pool followed by Micco and 
Holata on the bike. Micco and 

Gopher and Laverne Thomas on 

team maintained the lead 

“We try to get events and 
games to increase their health 
awareness,” Setty said. “Overall 

one engine, but we were still hoping we 

didn’t pan out for us.”

the tournament, as he made it his point 

said of his teammates. “Some of them 

We all discussed our overall game plan 
together, and they’re right behind me 
100 percent. My crew is the best.”

Native Premonitions and Best 
Buy’s Partnership

Native Premonitions was not in the 

Yamaha Pro Tour, as they were unable 
to catch the minimum 10 pounds of 

Nevertheless, it’s not always just 
about winning and losing. Competing 
in the Yamaha Pro Tour is also about 
forging and maintaining relationships 
with fellow anglers and sponsors.

with primary sponsor Best Buy and its 
marine division’s business manager, 
Ben Wells.

“They have done a lot for me and 

this business, you need somebody like 
Ben to help you out.  We have something 

term relationship here.”
Wells, a Best Buy-Marine Division 

businessman who represents about 250 
stores nationwide, touched on how the 
Native Premonitions-Best Buy business 
relationship came about.

“From an advertising perspective, 
obviously you want visibility and 
awareness,” Wells said of the partnership. 

Association) is a great organization 
that has multiple tournaments going 
on throughout the season. We knew 
it was a great opportunity to reach the 

a perfect match for us.”

how Best Buy saw Native Premonitions 
as a viable team to partner with.

“We wanted to sponsor a team 
that was high in energy and very well-
respected,” Wells said. “Obviously we 
want to win tournaments, but it’s more 
important for us to have a team that has 
fun and can show how wonderful the 
angling hobby can be.”

The partnership took off in February, 

in a meeting last fall that ultimately 
paved the way for this union.

“We wanted to make sure Leon felt 
good about what we had to offer,” Wells 
said. “After having a few meetings with 

have strong value systems that are in 
alignment with each other. We couldn’t 
be more pleased with the team.”

Moving Ahead 
Wells described the Southern 

marathon and not a sprint. So it’s 
important, he said, to not get caught up 
in what transpired in the Sarasota leg of 
the Yamaha Pro Tour.

Premonitions team came into this 
tournament ranked second in their SKA 

tournament down in Key West this past 
February, Native Premonitions placed 
second overall as they caught a 60 

“You can’t look at one off weekend 

will tell you that Leon and his team 
will perform well. He’s had a record 
of strong performances year after year. 
Deep down, we’ll have some wonderful 
weekends as the season goes on. Leon 
will be back on top in no time.”

overall in the second leg of the Yamaha 
Pro Tour, held in Jensen Beach from 

of 38 and 31 pounds, respectively. 

Pro Tour consist of stops in Fourchon, La. 
(June 2-4) and Little River, S.C. (Oct. 6-8).

Yamaha Pro Championships, is slated to 

The fourth annual Brighton 
Spring Break Triathlon Results:

Youth
Boys 11-13

1. Layton Thomas, Dyami Nelson, 
Trever Thomas = 57:46

Girls 11-13
1. Lahna Sedatol-Baker, Kalgary 
Johns, Keyana Nelson = 59:46

Girls 16-17
1. Jaryaka Baker, Kayla Nelson, 

Erena Billie = 58:52

Seniors
Men

1. Willie Johns, Wonder Johns, Br. 
Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers 

Jr. = 47:36

Women
1. Connie Whidden, Patty 

Waldron, Martha Jones = 35:23
2. Onnie Osceola, Mable Tichenor 

= 51:46

Adults
Men

1. Norman Bowers, Richard 
Osceola, Elton Shore = 43:54

2. Howard Jimmie, Adrian Baker, 
Ignacio Orozco = 48:12

Women
1. Nancy Jimmie, Reina Micco, 

Carla Gopher = 51:00
2. Michele Thomas, Andrea 
Holata, Laverne Thomas = 

1:02:36

� TRIATHLON
From page 1C

Rachel Buxton

Mable Tichenor, left, tags Onnie Osceola to begin her one-mile walk.

Rachel Buxton

Lahna Sedatol-Baker kicks off the edge of the pool for her last lap. 

Rachel Buxton

Laverne Thomas crosses the finish line after her 
two-mile run.

Rachel Buxton

Erena Billie tags Kayla Nelson to begin the last leg of the race.

Rachel Buxton

Howard Jimmie swims his laps with great ease. 

Chris C. Jenkins

2011 N.A.Y.O. men’s champion Native Flight

Chris C. Jenkins

2011 N.A.Y.O. ladies’ champion Unconquered All-Stars

Chris C. Jenkins

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr., 
near right, enjoys first round tournament action.

Photo courtesy of Angler Magazine 

In the 14th Annual Key West Harbor’s King Mackerel Tournament, held from Jan. 21-23 in 
Key West, Team Premonitions placed second overall in Division 10 of the Southern Kingfish 
Association, as they caught a kingfish that weighed in at 60.70 pounds. From left, Native 
Premonitions angling teammates Alan McPherson, James Stecki and Hollywood Tribal 
citizen Leon Wilcox.

Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen/Native Premonitions captain 
Leon Wilcox mans the Seminole Media Productions and 
Best Buy-sponsored boat out on Egmont Channel.

Naji Tobias 

With a Sonatrach oil ship in the background, Native Premonitions teammates 
James ‘Big Chief’ Hammonds and Leon Wilcox relax for a moment together on 
Egmont Key in the late morning hours of April 30.

� PRO TOUR
From page 1C

game). We were trying to instill in them from 
the beginning that they were the team to look 

of them. This type of team and moment does 
not come along very often.”

On the men’s side, Native Flight were 
led by former Montverde Academy Tribal 

year in N.A.Y.O competition, Native Flight 
led the entire game versus an undermanned 
and over-matched Choctaw Tropics squad 

process the Tropics sent one of its players 
(Keith Riggens) to the hospital for a checkup 
due to severe dehydration. Carter led his 
team with 22 points.

hoped they (Choctaw Tropics) would have 
stopped earlier based on them starting to 
cramp up (due to fatigue),” said Native Flight 
head coach Bronson Hill of the Tropics team. 

we dominated early on because there were 
so many good teams that played this year.”

N.A.Y.O 2012 will be held in Poarch 
Creek, Ala.  

� NAYO
From page 1C



IMMOKALEE — Miss Florida Seminole 

youth participating in sports programs and is doing 
her part to encourage youth to make healthy lifestyle 
choices.

and channeling your competitive drive are valuable 
lessons that children can begin to learn at an early age."

recalled how she and her friends were too busy having 
fun in a healthy, productive atmosphere to get involved 
with the wrong element in the community and take to 
playing in the streets. Focusing on the positive, she 
enjoyed going to school and achieving small goals 
that she set for herself, which eventually helped her 
generate the courage to reach for bigger goals.

Participating in sports throughout her elementary, 
middle school and high school years opened doors for 
her to pursue higher education. Graduating from high 
school with above average grades, she is now attending 
college and mapping a road to a bright future.

necessary uniforms, equipment and transportation 
funds to participate in the program. Recognizing that 
no child should be left behind, she decided to do her 
part to make a difference.

using a small portion of my dividend to sponsor two 

the same way that others helped me."
Cassandra Jimmie has donated her full support to 

two teams of 10, 11 and 12 year olds for the current 

is hoping that helping 
them will encourage 
them to want to help 
someone else. Two of her 
siblings, Destinee and 
Jon Jimmie play on her 
teams along with another 
Tribal member Jillian 
Rodriguez.

the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for giving me the 
opportunity to represent 
them as Miss Florida 
Seminole. They have 
placed their faith in me, 

my responsibilities as 
their ambassador is to 
encourage all youth to 
stay in school and strive 
for an education that 
will insure a future for 
themselves, their families 
and communities."

Elrod Bowers

Chaka and special guests. From left, Channing Crowder, Miami Dolphins; Travis Benjamin, 
UM Hurricanes; Lonnie Pryor, FSU; Chaka Smith; Randy Philips, Detroit Lions; Jacory Harris, 
UM Hurricanes. Smith is the co-founder of the Chaka’s Stars Foundation, which provides a 
variety of programs and services to Okeechobee area youth. “Many people have seen it to 
be effective and we’ve seen an increase in sponsorship, which increases the amount of kids 
it helps,” Smith said. 

Elrod Bowers

Jacory Harris tries out a new sport at the Chaka Stars Golf 
Tournament. Harris is the frontrunner for the quarterback 
position at the University of Miami.

Elrod Bowers

Channing Crowder of the Miami Dolphins on the tee 
box at the 3rd Annual Chaka’s Stars Foundation Golf 
Tournament.

Elrod Bowers

FSU running back Lonnie Pryor keeps his eyes on the ball at the 3rd 
Annual Chaka’s Stars Foundation Golf Tournament. 

Elrod Bowers

FSU running back Lonnie Pryor, second from left, and Miami Dolphins linebacker Channing Crowder, center right, with the 
Seminole Tribe team. Crowder attended the University of Florida, which will host FSU this year on November 26.

Elrod Bowers

The Seminole Tribe team pose with FSU running back Lonnie Pryor, far left, and Miami Dolphins 
linebacker Channing Crowder, second from right.
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BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie sponsors “Jimmie’s Crew” for the current 
Immokalee Little League program.

Sponsoring Immokalee 
Little League’s “Wolf 
Pack” is a project close 
to the heart of Miss 
Florida Seminole Cas-
sandra Jimmie.

Judy Weeks



IMMOKALEE — Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) participants took their sport 
on the road to the John Jimmie Memorial Arena in 
Immokalee on May 6 and 7 for the Cinco de Mayo 
celebration.

Cinco de Mayo commemorates a historical 
event that took place when our neighbors across the 
border in Mexico rose up against a superior foreign 

ago.
 People around the world are constantly involved 

dedicated the Cinco de Mayo Rodeo to our troops 

and help others obtain theirs.
A little liquid sunshine in the form of much 

needed rain did not dampen the spirits of the 
contenders as they kicked off their youth rodeo 
on the evening of May 6. The clouds quickly 

disappeared and the fans were treated to an exciting 
night of rodeo action.

Coordinator Moses Jumper Jr. thanked everyone 
who donated their time and livestock for the Junior 
events. EIRA participants Justin Gopher and Freddy 
WarBonnet put their lifetime of rodeo experience 
to work as judges for the occasion. Rodeo ground 
employees from Big Cypress and Immokalee served 

All of the young contestants put their hearts 
into the events in hopes of someday qualifying to 
compete at the Indian National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas. The same goal applies to the adults who are 
currently accumulating points that will guarantee 
them a slot in this fall's competition.

Saturday night's sanctioned events brought 
the spectators to their feet several times as the 
contestants fought their way through the hair raising 
events with unpredictable livestock. This year's 
season has seen the number of entries in both rodeo 
divisions swell to an all time high. Enthusiasm for 
the sport is recruiting a whole new generation of 
rodeo participants and fans.

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

Judy Weeks

It was a tough break for Freddy WarBonnet when his Bareback Bronc flipped 
over in the arena.

Judy Weeks

EIRA youth prepare for a rough evening on May 6 in the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena in Immokalee.

Judy Weeks

Calf Roper Justin Gopher throws a perfect loop to take down his steer.

Judy Weeks

Davie Snow looks for a soft spot as he is catapulted off the back of a 
Saddle Bronc.

Judy Weeks

Dwayne Billie Jr. drew a fast sheep in the Mutton Bustin for a 12.25 
second ride.

Judy Weeks

A 76 point Wild Pony Ride gave Mark Holmes a First 
Place.

Judy Weeks

INFR Steer Riding contender Kelton Smedley earned 75 
points for a First Place in his event.

Results of EIRA Youth Rodeo

INFR Steer Riding: 1. Kelton Smedley, 2. Jobe Johns 
3. Andre Jumper.

Mutton Bustin: 1. Creek Gopher, 2. Bryce Baker
Pony Riding: 1. Mark Holmes, 2. Jobe Johns, 

3. Francisco Rodriguez.
Senior Pony Riding: 1. Kelton Smedley, 2. Blevyns 

Jumper.
Calf Riding: 1. Jaylen Baker.
Steer Riding: 1. Jobe Johns.

Jr. Bull Riding: 1. William Bearden, 2. Ernie Courson, 
3. Andre Jumper.

Chute Dogging: 1. Josh Johns, 2. Andre Jumper.
4-8 Barrel Racing: 1. Brighton Bauman, 2. Canaan 

Jumper, 3. Jacee Jumper.
9-12 Barrel Racing: 1. Dayra Koenes, 2. Jobe Johns, 

3. Mila Osceola.
13-17 Barrel Racing: 1. Reagan Whitecloud, 2. Erena 

Billie, 3. Kalgary Johns
Jr. Breakaway: 1. Jobe Johns, 2. Blevyns Jumper

Jr. Steer Undecorating: 1. Blevyns Jumper, 2. Andre 
Jumper,  3. Tyler Tigertail, 4. Josh Johns.

Results of EIRA Sanctioned Rodeo

Bareback Riding: 1. Jacoby Johns.
Steer Wrestling: 1. Dayne Johns, 2. GrayWolf Herrera.
Calf Roping: 1. GrayWolf Herrera, 2. Ivan BruisedHead.

Breakaway: 1. Shelby Osceola, 2. Leanna Billie, 
3. Clarissa Bowers.

50 & Over Breakaway Roping: 1. Rudy Osceola.
Team Roping: 1. Freddy WarBonnet/GrayWolf Herrera, 

2. Marvin Bowers/Naha Jumper, 
3. Marvin Bowers/Cort Herrera.

Ladies Barrel Racing: 1.Mackenzie Bowers, 
2. Carrera Gopher.

Bull Riding: 1. Jay Garza 



BRIGHTON — Celebrating a 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Lady 
Seminoles were challenged to an exhibition 
game by the Lady Seminole Legends on 
April 8 at the Ollie Jones Memorial Park 
for Eighth Grade Parent Night.

Seminole Legends gave a brief history 
of their team. They call themselves the 
Originals since their mothers made up the 

considered the Legends. Their team has 
been around for approximately 25 years 
with the majority of the teammates having 
played together since they were 8 or 9 years 

itself.
Members of the Brighton community 

both teams and congratulate the PECS 
Lady Seminoles on their successful season. 
Brighton Board Rep. Johnny Jones Sr. 
was on hand to share in the celebration 
and reminisce about the days when he and 
his brother Parker were the original Lady 
Seminole coaches.

Head coach Darryl Allen and assistant 
coaches Harry Tewksberry and Wildcat 
Naha Jumper coordinated the opening 
ceremony in recognition of the eighth-

attend high school next year. 

their parents in a procession beneath the 
arch of bats formed by their teammates. 

A 2011 Softball Program Yearbook 
highlighted the 16 PECS Lady Seminole 
team members and their coaches.

"We are very proud of our 2011 

outstanding sportsmanship throughout 

believe in yourself. You have triumphed 
over your peers and tonight you will meet 

more experienced generation. The tradition 
continues."

to be formidable opponents with no runs 
being scored until the fourth inning. The 
PECS Lady Seminoles took the lead with 

then the Legends scored one run in the 
second half.

It was the second half of the sixth 
inning before the Legends made two runs 

bases loaded Kalgary Johns made it home 

of the seventh.
The tie continued until the Legends 

of the game and held it for a 4-3 win over 
the PECS Lady Seminoles. The crowd 

their school and community with pride.

BY JUDY WEEKS

Freelance Writer

�

Judy Weeks

PECS Lady Seminoles defeated the Glades Day Gators with a 28-4 season finale game on 
April 6.

Judy Weeks

Twelve-year-old Syndee Cypress protects home plate 
from her position as catcher.

Judy Weeks

Shae Pierce hits a bunt ball that places her 
on first base and brings in a runner from third 
while playing the Legends.

Judy Weeks

Pitcher Breanna Billie improved her record to 6-0 
for the inaugural season.

Photo courtesy of Michele Thomas

The Original Lady Seminole Legends join the PECS Lady Seminoles in representing the Brighton Community on the softball field on April 8.

Judy Weeks

PECS Lady Seminoles complete their inaugural season with a Ceremony 
of Recognition for their eighth grade teammates and parents.

Judy Weeks

Members of the original legendary Brighton Lady Seminoles convene to 
challenge the new generation of PECS Lady Seminoles.



Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal citizen and Fletcher Park pitcher Sarah 
Deesheene throws for a strike.

Chris C. Jenkins

Kiauna Martin, of the Seminoles, attempts a bunt to 
create some offense for her team.

Chris C. Jenkins

WoodsHaven Academy proprietor Danny Tommie, second from left, joins foursome members 
Ricky Doctor, Destiny Whitney and Allen Huff together on one of the greens of the second annual 
WoodsHaven Celebrity Golf Classic held at the Inverrary Country Club on May 7. The four-person 
scramble event featured local sports celebrities with proceeds benefitting the school academic 
scholarship program for deserving young applicants.

Chris C. Jenkins

Former Miami Dolphins star Lorenzo Hampton tees off from the 
sixth hole.

Chris C. Jenkins

Tribal senior Lawrence Osceola concentrates on his approach on hole one. 

Chris C. Jenkins

Seminoles player Annie Jumper rounds third 
base for home plate in first inning action.

Chris C. Jenkins

The Hollywood Seminoles girls’ softball team and head coach Moses Jumper, far left, together 
before game time on the Hollywood Reservation softball fields for their spring softball league 
playoff game versus the Fletcher Park Blue Angels of West Hollywood on April 19. The two faced 
off for the fourth time during the season, this time in a single elimination game with the winner 
playing for the league championship. The Seminoles came back from five runs down and won 
7-6.   
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 31st Annual Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament Tournament Results – 
Second Leg of Triple Crown Series

Bass
1. Frank Marrero/Mario Posada - 27.85 pounds

2. Kassim Stockton/Ryan Washington – 22.16 pounds
3. Mike Tiger/Ernie Tiger – 20.55 pounds

4. Josh Jumper/Blevyns Jumper– 19.21 pounds
5. Chuck Osceola/Fred Habermann – 16.07 pounds

6. Fred Philips/Marie Phillips – 15.87 pounds
7. Sam Nelson/Jim Agnew – 14.97 pounds

8. Howard Tommie/Tony Tommie – 13.21 pounds
9. Naha Jumper/Justin Gopher – 10.91 pounds
10. Philmon Bowers/J.D. Bowers – 9.15 pounds

11. Amos Tiger/Marvin Hines – 7.23 pounds

Josiah Johns Memorial Big Bass Award- Frank Marrero/Mario Posada
Biggest Gar- Frank Marrero/Mario Posada

Biggest Mudfish – Frank Marrero/Mario Posada
Biggest Crappie – Mike Tiger/Ernie Tiger

Note: Results from this Competition are counted toward team placement in the overall 
Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series.

BIG CYPRESS — Anchored by a 9.44 pound bass, the team of Frank 
Marrero and Mario Posada swept most of the categories of the 31st annual 
Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament, the second leg of the Seminole 
Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series.

It was clear at the weigh-in that the April 30 tournament was a 
standout performance by all of the competitors. “We had over 150 pounds 

Kassim Stockton and Ryan Washington brought in over 22 pounds, equal 

5.5 pounds behind Marrero and Posada.
According to Posada, the team used everything in the tackle box. 

crankbaits. We actually missed landing a 7-pounder when we were at four 

Posada attributed the torrid bite to the weather, which was milder than 
at the Howard Tiger Memorial last month. “There was lots of coverage 

team of Mike and Ernie Tiger won the Crappie category.

Series, the Bass Buster Fishing Tournament on May 28. Up for grabs are 

BY ELROD BOWERS

Freelance Photographer

Elrod Bowers

The teams after a hard fought tournament on April 30. Over 170 pounds of fish were caught at the 31st Annual 
Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament.

Elrod Bowers

Kassim Stockton and Ryan Washington troll the L-28 canal. 
Stockton and Washington placed second in the tournament.

Elrod Bowers

Tony Tommie empties the livewell for the weigh-in. Tommie, 
with teammate Howard Tommie, brought in a total catch of 
13.21 pounds.

Elrod Bowers

Fred and Marie Phillips prepare to begin their day on the L-28 canal, site of the 31st Annual 
Seminole Recreation fishing Tournament.

Elrod Bowers

J.D. Bowers prepares for an early morning boat launch. J.D. and teammate Philmon Bowers 
brought in a total catch of 9.15 pounds.

Naji Tobias

Keithana Onco, 6, front, and Timmy Tigertail, 7, rear, are both running toward home plate.

Naji Tobias

Nashee Billie, 5, goes for a hit in his T-Ball at-bat.

Naji Tobias

Seminoles T-Ball player Leighton Jim, 5, throws the ball in the infield.

Naji Tobias

Madasyn Osceola runs from third base to home plate.

Naji Tobias

Group shot of the Seminoles T-Ball team  after their April 21 T-Ball game against Sunshine Family Medicine in Clewiston.

Elrod Bowers

From left, tournament winners Mario Posada and Frank Marrero won the 
overall tournament, the gar and mudfish categories and the Josiah Johns 
Memorial Big Bass Award.

Elrod Bowers

Philmon Bowers methodically works the L-28 canal. 

NOTES: All T-Ball games are played 
for one hour, as no scores are posted 
due to the fact no team wins or loses 
in these contests, according to league 

rules. 
All T-Ball participants bat in each 

inning within the designated one-hour 
time period.
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BRIGHTON

BY RACHEL BUXTON

Staff Reporter

Rachel Buxton

Carla Gopher, left, is accompanied by her trainer Megan 
Nelson as she pushes herself to finish first in the female 
category.

Chris C. Jenkins

From left, mothers Mary Osceola-Moore, Holly Tiger and Cornelia Osceola look for the winning 
hand in a game of blackjack during the Hollywood Reservation Mother’s Day game day 
celebration held at the Seminole Recreation Gym May 7. The event featured blackjack and 
roulette games and included a live band, lunch, raffle drawings and Mother’s Day checks and 
was sponsored by the Hollywood Tribal Council and Board offices.

Photo above, Karie Jo Osceola 
beams upon receiving a handmade 
Mother’s Day card and flower from 
her son, Joseph Osceola-Lugo, on 
poetry reading night.
Left photo, Immokalee/Naples 
Tribal Youth Council members 
from left Selena Perez, Alexis 
Aguilar, Marissa Sanchez and 
Marissa Osceola coordinated the 
dinner for the Mother’s Day poetry 
reading at the Diane Yzaguirre 
Memorial Library in Immokalee on 
the evening of May 4. 

Photos courtesy of Jessica Osceola

Chris C. Jenkins

Sunshine Frank and son Phillip Sampson Frank 
enjoy a hand of blackjack.

Chris C. Jenkins

Mother Marge Osceola, center, with daughter Meaghan 
Osceola, left, and son Max Osceola III.

Naji Tobias

Tribal mother Sheila Aguilar, left, receives a Tigerpaw trinket charm with the Tribal colors 
for Mother’s Day, courtesy of Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right. All of the 
Big Cypress Tribal mothers received this special gift.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal seniors Mable Jim, left, and Violet Jim – both loving sisters – take time to 
celebrate each other at the special Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration on May 5, courtesy of 
the Big Cypress Councilman’s Office.

Chris C. Jenkins

Mother and grandmother Sharon Osceola, center, and Hollywood Tribal Council 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., left, talk strategy in a game of roulette.

Rachel Buxton

Runners and walkers take off for their 7.7-mile challenge during the May 7 Mother’s Day Mini Marathon organized 
by the Brighton Recreation Department.

Photo courtesy of Cris Marrero

Elgin Jumper, right, helps sisters Jordan, center, and Randean Osceola 
write poems for card presentation on Mother’s Day.

� See more photos on page 3D

� See more photos on page 3D

Judy Weeks

Grandma Cris Marrero holds up her grandson, Kaleb, for his great-aunt to 
tease him into a Mother’s Day smile on May 5 as members of the Immokalee 
community gathered at the Gym to honor their mothers, grandmothers and aunts 
for their important role. Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar recounted the 
importance of family relationships before everyone joined in  prayer.

Judy Weeks

Denise Gonzales gives her mom, 
Susan Davis, a big Mother’s Day kiss 
at the Immokalee celebration.

Judy Weeks

Immokalee families celebrated Mother’s Day with a dinner, raffle and entertainment.



Ryan Watson

Tampa community mothers celebrate Mother’s Day with a dinner at the Boizao Steakhouse in Tampa on May 8th.

www.T-RexDirect.com
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4101 Davie Road Ext. - Davie, FL 33024

Photo above, Big Cypress Preschool sisters 
Tahnia Billie, 3, left, and Mohayla Billie, 1, 
right, shower their mother, Alice M. Billie, with 
a specially made Mother’s Day collage.
Right photo, Big Cypress preschooler Teena 
Maree Covarrubias, 3, left, presents her Tribal 
mother, Marlin Miller, with a hand-made tissue 
paper flower as a special gift at the Preschool’s 
Mother’s Day Luncheon.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal father Steve Hannahs, left, gives his 
daughter, Kalaney Hannahs, center, a kiss on the cheek as 
they celebrate Mother’s Day at the Preschool with Tribal 
mother Tiffany Billie.

Left photo, Big Cypress 
Preschool students Darwin 
Brooks, left, Rylin Osceola, 
second from right, and 
Zechariah Stockton, right, 
gather around Rylin’s 
mother, Mariann Billie, as 
they celebrate the special 
Mother’s Day Luncheon on 
May 6.

Naji Tobias

Rachel Buxton

Agnes Bert gets decorated with a colorful lei as she enters the 
Polynesian-themed Mother’s Day brunch held in Brighton May 6 at the 
Veterans’ Building. The brunch included a tropical buffet and topped off 
with the traditional Mai-Kai dance performances. 

Left photo, the Brighton 
community enjoyed one 
of Mai-Kai restaurant’s 
signature Polynesian 
dance performances 
at their Mother’s Day 
brunch. The brunch 
included a buffet, a 
Polynesian-themed set 
for photo opportunities 
and two separate dance 
performances.

Rachel Buxton

Rachel Buxton

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. was 
one of the lucky men selected to dance with the 
Polynesian dancers from the Mai-Kai restaurant, 
which catered the Brighton Mother’s Day Brunch. 

Rachel Buxton

Chastity Harmon, left, enjoys mother-daughter time 
with mother Edna, at the brunch.

Rachel Buxton

Addie Osceola enjoys a tropical pineapple drink 
at the Polynesian-themed brunch.

Rachel Buxton

From left, Jaryaca, Preslynn and Kiylier Baker give their mom, Mona, a 
big hug at the Brighton Mother’s Day celebration. 

Rachel Buxton

Danielle Howard, center, is surrounded by her children as they 
wait in line for a pineapple drink.
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The Big Cypress Reservation’s Tribal 
mothers celebrate a special moment 
with President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers 
Sr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
on Mother’s Day morning (May 8) 
to conclude breakfast at the Big 
Cypress Cattle and Range Building. 
The special Mother’s Day Breakfast 
was sponsored by Chairman 
Cypress, President Richard Bowers 
Jr., Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr., their respective 
Tribal offices and the Big Cypress 
Cattle and Range Tribal Department.

Naji Tobias

Right photo, Tara Rob-
bins pushes her stroller 
with her 8-month-old 
son, Terrance Robbins, in 
the device, as her daugh-
ter, 5-year-old Sarah 
Robbins, walks along-
side them in the May 7 
Mother’s Day Walk/Run. 
Far right photo, Big  
Cypress Tribal citizen 
Virginia Garcia-Sanders 
signs up for the Mother’s 
Day Walk/Run event.

Naji Tobias

Naji Tobias

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Amy Adame share a 
poignant moment with their 6-month-old daughter, 
Nichele Brandy Cypress, at the May 8 special function.

Naji Tobias

A grandmother-to-grandson embrace takes place between Big 
Cypress Tribal senior Claudia Doctor and Sontino Billie at the 
Mother’s Day breakfast.

Naji Tobias

During the Mother’s Day Breakfast, held at the Big Cypress 
Cattle and Range Building, Big Cypress Tribal citizens Janice 
Osceola, left, and Beverly Alumbaugh, right, give out a 
harmonious kiss to their father, Big Cypress Tribal senior Joe 
Osceola Sr.

Naji Tobias

Performing love and gospel songs for all of the Big 
Cypress mothers in attendance are mother-and-son 
tandem Daisy Buster and Paul “Chunky” Buster Jr. 

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal senior Claudia Doctor is enjoying her 
time at the May 5 Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration.

Naji Tobias

Chairman Mitchell Cypress speaks to the 
Big Cypress Community at the special 
celebration as he encourages all to cherish 
their mothers as often as they possibly can 
and to spend the Mother’s Day holiday with 
family. Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr. and Tribal Board President 
Richard Bowers Jr. were among the other 
speakers at the special luncheon.

Naji Tobias

Big Cypress Tribal seniors Ellen Tecumseh, left, and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. share a bonding moment at 
the Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration in Big Cypress.

Naji Tobias

Louise Billie represents the Big Cypress 
seniors and her family as she takes a walk 
on Canal Bank Road.

Naji Tobias

The Mother’s Day Walk/Run participants share a group moment just before they work out for the 2.5 mile trek.

Rachel Buxton

Norman Bowers kept the lead 
throughout the entire race 
finishing in 59:00.

Rachel Buxton

Loretta Peterson paces herself to make 
an impressive finish as the third female to 
cross the finish line.

Rachel Buxton

Michele Thomas rounds the corner 
of Harney Pond Road for the home 
stretch.

Rachel Buxton

Linda Tommie power walked 
her way to the finish line during 
the May 7 Mother’s Day Mini 
Marathon.

Naji Tobias

Candy Cypress, in front, leads Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, in 
back, as they hit the stretch run of the 2.5 mile-long Mother’s Day Walk/Run 
down Canal Bank Road in Big Cypress.

Judy Weeks

Naomi Walden, center, rubs cheeks with her children, Logan and Alexus, following a 
Mother’s Day facial at the Marco Beach Ocean Resort. 

Judy Weeks

From left, the Zepeda family, Wanda, Doug, Coleena, Lee, Amelia and Pedro, gather 
around their newest edition, 1-month-old Kyle, as they celebrate Mother’s Day.

Judy Weeks

Wanda Osceola Zepeda, right, shows her husband, Lee, her Mother’s Day gift at the 
Naples Community celebration.




